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PREFATORY  ADDRESS. 


DIRECTION. 


To  Mistress  Sangster,  now  at  number  eight, 
Tis  by  the  new  St.  Luke's  that's  built  of  late. 
At  Old  Street  end  you'll  find  the  dame's  abode. 
In  Winkworth's  Buildings,  on  the  City  Road. 


APOLOGY. 

I  HOPE,  dear  madam,  you  will  Aot  be  yex'd. 
Because  you  find  your  name  to  this  afiix'd ; 
Tis  sent  by  way  of  grateful  recompence. 
But  not  designed  to  give  the  least  offence. 

I  trust  your  name  is  in  the  book  of  life ; 
Nor  have  I  us'd  it  here  to  gender  strife : 
Take  not  this  freedom  in  the  l^ast  unkind> 
The  poem's  sent  to  entertain  your  mipd« 

The  subject  matter  is  a  work  of  grace. 
Which  6a  a  saint  in  days  of  old  took  pla^e ; 
The  sex,  a  woman,  and  her  stature  greiit ; 
And  to  her  sex  tboM  lines  I  dedicate. 


PREMISED  ENQUIRY,  AND  CAUTION, 

But  if  you  ask  what  1  might  have  in  view. 
And  why  I  send  this  poem  first  to  you ; 
Or  how  I  came  to  frame  these  whims  of  mine. 
And  puzzle  you,  from  first  to  last,  with  rhyme ; 

Some  people's  heads  are  like  a  hive  of  bees, 
Whose  brood  sent  forth,  the  women  ring  to  please. 
When  Jesus  sliines,  the  heart  with  love  gets  warm, 
Tis  then  the  head  with  thoughts  begins  to  swarm. 

Methinks,  you  prize  an  old  prolific  hive. 
And  wish  their  young  may  both  increase  and  thrive; 
You'd  have  the  stocks  be  neither  weak  nor  few. 
But  would  not  wish  a  swarm  rung  down  to  you. 

A  lion  slain  was  once  a  hive  for  bees. 
Against  his'  ribs  they  built  their  cells  with  ease ; 
The  mighty  Saint,  that  slew  the  brute  in  ire,  , 

Soon  after  found  an  entertainment  th^re. 

That  beast  proclaims  my  former  state  qf  mind,  ' 
In  which  I  roar'd  against  an  arm  Divine ; 
God  slew  the  brute,  and  sent  the  honey  too. 
Or  else  this  swarm  had  never  fled  to  you. 

Tis  by  your  means  this  work  is  brought  about. 
You  shook  the  stand,  and  then  the  swarm  flew  out ; 
At  this  my  fault  you  must  in  love  connive. 
And  mind  in  future  how  you  move  the  hive. 


INFORMATION. 

TwAS  on  a  certain  day  I  went  from  home^ 
As  hawking  pedlars  are  so  apt  to  roam ; 
When  I  return'd^  the  time  was  rather  late. 
My  wife  informed  me  what  I  now  repeat. 

She  said,  '  Here's  been  a  vehicle  to-day. 
And  close  by  us  the  driver  made  a  stay : 
A  little  cart,  drove  by  a  little  lass,  i 

Who  at  our  house  pnWd  in,  and  stopp'd  the  ass. 

^  She  straightly  a^k'd  if  Huntington  liy'd  here. 
But  would  not  tell  from  whence  she  came,  nor  where; 
She. brought  this  weighty  burden  to  my  door. 
And  then  returned  the  way  she  came  before/ 

We  held  a  council,  but  could  not  devise 
Who  was  the  benefactor  in  disguise ; 
At  last  'twas  settled,  if  conjecture's  true. 
The  lot  we  cast,  the  sentence  fell  to  you. 

The  little  equipage  of  cart  and  iiss 

Was  something  like  what  Shunem  brought  to  pass ; 

If  wrong  conjectur'd,  take  it  not  amiss ; 

To  tell  the  truth  my  pctem  sprung  from  this. 

My  frothy  head  has  often  fell  to  rhyme. 
The  work  Istifl'd  for  the  want  of  time. 
Till  Friday  last  appeared  a  leisure  day. 
In  which  I  thought  to  send  this  swarm  away. 
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I'meant^  at  firsts  to  send  my  thoughts  to  yoti. 
And  not  expose  the  same  to  public  view ; 
I  only  meatit  to  send  an  homely  fare^ 
And,  with  yourseJf,  yoUf  Othifer  6elf  A  ^hftre. 

But  so  it  fell,  wh^rt  I  beg^tt  t6  irritfr,^ 
That  heart  and  head  blt)ught  tfiany  things  td  light. 
Much  more  than  I  at  first  pUfJ)bsM  to  iend. 
For  I  at  night  hati  thirty  v^sfes  peftn*d. 

I  found  my  mind  ^ntangVd  ifi  ft  ^tmit. 
How  I  should  send  this  bttrden'd  vessd\  Alright; 
And  when  constrain'd  soflSe  other  W<jy  t6  »eek, 
Twas  fix'd  to  write^  tad  &etod  it  OAce  a  w«ek. 

Again,  I  thought  a  inbhih  might  tufti  ^hdnt 
Before  I  got  this  i^piirtging  ttiatter  <h3iI, 
While  you,  Ibdtt  day  t<)  day,  in\^%  lottg  td  s^ 
The  next  epistle  tb4t  tiaightcoifi*^  fr^OAi  Ib^. 

At  last,  I  thought  IM  ^etiA  it  ^&tik  the  pl«6», 
But  send  my  pious  friead  the  fit«t  ftddnssi } 
And  after  that,  esrpose  the  Whote  td  vi^. 
That  others  might  be  fed  as  \^i  ^  you. 

Thus  I  contrived,  and  fix'd  the  ljchettie'«A  la»t. 
And  now  ptesent  you  with  this  «t!*ange  f epftst : 
Accept  my  present,  let  it  not  displease ; 
Be  thou  enlatg'd,  and  hive  this  sWarm  of  he^s. 

Methinks  you  aim'd  to  have  yotir  gift  tK)nceaVd, 

And  not  in  public  print  to  be  re^^aPd ; 

But  women's  pleas  to  men*«  replies  give  place, 

A  priest  may  speak  where  they  most  hoid  their  pentet. 


Give  my  respects  to  your  superior,  lord, 
As  you  and  him  in  things  divine  accorc^ 
If  entertain'd  with  what  I  send  to  thee, 
I  hop^,  in  turn,  you'll  send  a  line  to  me. 

Forget  me  not  when  both  engag'd  in  pray'r, 
A  prodigal  return'd  should  have  a  share ; 
God  well  approves  of  charity  divine. 
And  you,  in  turn,  shall  have  a  share  in  mine. 


THE 


S  H  U  N  A  M  I  T  E. 


X  HB  chosen  race^  while  ia  their  native  state. 
Are, still  preserv'd,  in  Christ,  to  life,  by  fate; 
Jehovah's  eye  their  various  steps  surveys. 
And  lends  his  sacred  aid  through  all  their  ways*^ 

The  distant  spot,  the  time,  and  means  decreed. 
When  they  shall  hear,  and  choose  the  promis'd  seed^ 
Their  future  husbands'  will  shall  be  reveal'd^ 
And  they  to  love  shall  sweet  subjection  yield. 

A  pious  matron,  in  the  days  of  old, 
A  sheep  appointed  for  the  Shepherd's  fold, 
A  woman  great,  the  chosen  Shunamite, 
Decreed,  by  fate,  to  be  the  Lord's  delight : 

A  prophet  grave,  upon  a  certain  day. 
By  God's  appointment  was  to  pass  that  way; 
Her  feet  were  guided  with  this  saint  to  meet, 
And  she  constrain'd  the  man  of  God  to  cat. 
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The  rev'rcnd  sire  with  her  request  complies ; 
^  When  God  inclines^  what  servant  e'er  denies? 
She  ey'd  her  guest^  his  conversation  heard^ 
And^  as  she  thought^  some  rays  divine  appeared* 

She  heard  the  blessing  crav'd  upon  his  food ; 
Observed  his  grave  deport  and  heavenly  mood ; 
With  jealous  eye  his  blissful  state  admir'd ; 
To  know  his  God  her  teeming  thoughts  aspir'd. 

The  time's  arrived,  the  prophet  must  depart; 
Her  guest  she  loses,  and  she's  lost  her  heart ; 
His  benediction  fastens  on  her  mind. 
The  man  is  gone,  the  master  stays  behind. 

His  word  she  ponders,  and  his  word  construes. 
And  for  a  second  visit  often  sues ; 
The  great  Jehovah  hears  her  mental  pray'r. 
And  moves  his  saint  to  pay  his  visits  there« 

Her  teemmg  mind  no  longer  holds  its  own. 
She' to  her  husband  makes  the  matter  known ; 
What  she  observed  and  heard  she*ll  now  declare> 
That  he,  her  other  self,  might  have  a  share. 

'  Behold,'  says  she,  ^  the  things  that  I  perceive. 
And  with  compliance  my  advice  receive ; 
Our  transient  guest,  who  Shunem's  patb  has  trod. 
Is,  I  perceive,  an  holy  man  of  God. 

^  I  find  his  stated  circuit  lies  this  road. 
And  I'm  inclin'd  to  build  him  some  abode ; 
Let  us,  I  pray,  a  little  chamber  make. 
Receive  this  servunt  for  his  Master's  sake* 
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'  Fve  planned  the  boiMing^  famiture^  atid  all^ 
And  thmk  to  fix  it  on  that  YBcant  wall ; 
I'll  set  a  table>  caiidleBtick,  and  bed, . 
That  ht  may  tiave  irhereoii  to  lay  his  head. 

'  And  it  shall  be^  whene'er  be  comes  this  way. 
That  I'll  invite  him  oftentimes  to  9bay ; 
In  times  of  darkness,  or  inclement  weather, 
I'll  importune,  and  make  him  turn  in  thither. 

*  We'll  entertain  him,  and  we'll  lodge  him  too^ 
For  who  can  tell  what  Grod  for  us  may  do  ? 
Observe  his  converge,  and  his  words  attend. 
And  we  shall  both  be  gainers  in  the  end. 

/  My  mind's  itta^ess'd  to  make  this  pieparatkm. 
And  I  predict  he'll  use  ilie  habitation; 
Grant  my  request :  V\l  own  the  imptilse  vain. 
If  his  kind  Master  sends  him  not  again.' 

The  scheaie  approt'd,  ttie  chamber's  quickly  reared; 
And  when  'twas  futtilsh*d  then  the  sire  appearM ; 
Or,  so  it'fell,  that  on  a  certain  day. 
The  Lord  directed  hm  once  mtore  that  way. 

'  The  pious  dame  beholds  Ae  prophet  eome. 
And  with  entreaties  kindly  ask'd  him  home; 
She  treats  the^man,  he  enteitains  her  mind. 
She  sows  her  carnal  things,  and  reaps  diyine. 

They  spend  tlieir  eve,  and  then  conclude.With  pray'r, 
The  prophet  sues  to  leave  a  blessing  there; 
The  time  arriveis  tJiat  natm^  calb  for  rest. 
And  to  the  room  prepar'd  she  leads  her  guest. 
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The  saint  he  followed  where  the  matron.  )edj 
Surveyed  the  chamjber,  furniture,  and  bed, 
^dmir'd  her  quick  dispatch  and  tender  care. 
And  wonders  mucfi  why  she  sliould  want  him  thfere. 

The  prophet  ponders  on  the  mystic  scene, 
And  wants  to  know  what  she  by  this  can  mean^. 
And  why  her  lib'ral  heart  should  freely  teem 
So  many  favours  unimplor'd  by  hina. 

My  Ma8ter*s  hand  is  in  this  woman*s  scheme. 
For  pious  acts  like  these  must  flow  from  him  ; 
Shall  then  Jehovah's  saint  find  food  and  bed. 
While  such  a  lib'ral  host  goes  unrepay'd  f 

Shall  servants  travel  at  their  Master's  charge  ? 
And  will  not  God  reward  where  be  enlarge  ? 
I'm  entertain'd  for  my  great  Master's  sake, 
And  'tis  by  far  more  bless'd  to  give  than  take. 

I'll  have  her  brought,  to  see  what  views  she  bath. 
For  I  suspect  this  chamber's  built  in  faith ; 
I'll  find  the  bottom  ere  I  sleep  to  night ; 
'  Gehazi,  go,  and  call  this  Shunamite  ; 

<  And  when  she's, come  do  thou  accost  her  thus : 
What  shall  reward  thy  tender  care  for  us  ? 
I  do  approve  thy  kindness  done  to  me. 
And  now  demand  what  shall  be  done  for  thee. 

*  I  wish  to  know  from  whence  thy  motives  spring ; 
Wilt  thou  that  I  commend  thee  to  the  king  ? 
Or  hast  thou  friends  that  would  desire  a  post. 
To  act  beneath  the  captain  of  the  host  f ' 
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*  I  wish  no  friend  of  mine  with  blood  to  sport. 
Nor  do  I  crave  the  pleasures  of  a  court ; 
In  earthly  pomp  let  those  that  choose  excel. 
With  my  own  people  I'm  content  to  dwell/ 

She  gave  her  answer,  and  she  then  withdrew. 
And  left  the  prophet,  that  he  might  construe 
Her  pious  meaning,  and  her  good  intent. 
That  no  ends  sinister  were  ever  meant. 

The  prophet  wonders  at  her  strange  reply. 
But  can't  as  yet  unfold  the  mystery ; 
He  eyes  the  room,  he  turns  his  thoughts  about. 
And  is  resolv'd  to  find  this  riddle  put. 

He  says ;  '  Gehazi,  see  this  woman's  care. 
And  tell  me  now  what  I  shall  do  for  her; 
I  do  suspect  a  work  of  grace  begun. 
What's  done  to  me,  is  to  my  Master  done/ 

Gehazi  ^nswer'd ;  '  she's  a  barren  styl'd. 
For  I  have  heard  she  never  bore  a  child  ; 
Her  other  self  to  nature's  charms  is  cold. 
She  can't  expect  a  seed,  her  husband*s  old.' 

A  barren  womb  !  her  soul  is  barren  too. 

No  fruit  divine,  unless  Jehovah  woo  : 

Sarah  and  Hannah  both  their  wombs  were  dead^ 

And  yet  by  faith  they  both  conceiv'd  and  bred. 

I  much  suspect  a  work  of  faith  begun. 
To  strengthen  which,  I  will  predict  a  son ; 
The  word  may  serve  her  feeble  faith  to  lead 
To  Israel's  hope  the  promis'd  woman's  seed. 
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The  pregnant  protniae,  God  to  Sarah  ga?e» 
Stands  good  to  all  who  in  the  Lord  believe ; 
Upon  this  word  a  thousand  hopes  have  stoodj 
Which  I'll  repeatjt  and  God  shall  make  it  good. 

The  word  and  Spirit  God  reveals  to  men^ 
Is  that  by  which  the  saints  are  born  iigain ; 
God  now  shall  speak  his  own  immortal  word. 
And  she  by  mystic  birth  shall  know  the  Lord^ 

The  prophet  now  construes  the  matter  plaiQ> 
And  bids. his  servant  call  her  up  again; 
Her  reputation  she  shall  now  redeem. 
To  nourish  faith  her  barren  womb  shall  teem. 

The  servant  calls  her  to  the  prophet's  door. 
Or  somewhat  closer  than  she  stood  before^ 
And  said^  next  seasouj  hy  the  rules  of  life> 
Thou  sbalt  appear  the  mother  and  the  wife. 

She  answered,  nay,  my  lord,  tboti  man  of  God, 
If  barrens  bear,  the  world  will  think  it  odd ; 
Soothe  not  thine  handmaid  in  a  false  disguise. 
Nor  dare  deceive,  thou  man  of  God;»  with  lie^^ 

Thus  unbelief  appears  with  brazen  brow. 
And  contradicts  the  rev'rend  prophet's  vow ; 
The  sire's  amaz'd,  no  promise  he'll  renew. 
But  goes  to  bed ;  the  Shunamite  withdrew. 

Shall  unbelief  thus  triumph  over  faith. 
And  give  the  lie  to  what  Jehovah  saitb  ? 
Shall  bold  corruptitm  shew  her  harden'd  fece, 
Aiid  countervail  the  piomiee^  ofgrace  i 


Shall  carnal  reason  mount  the  judgment  seat? 
Her  husband's  age  with  various  pleas  repeat ; 
Nay,  give  assent^  believe  the  rev'rend  sire. 
Let  God  be  truc^  but  every  man  a  liar  i 

The  prophet  left  her  in  her  unbelief. 
Nor  was  the  matron  plunder'd  by  the  thief; 
The  word  took  hold,  the  barren  shall  conceive^ 
God  will  be  faithful,  though  we  don't  believe. 

» 
The  prophet  knew  the  promise  would  prevailj 
What  God  himself  declares  can  never  fail ; 
But  views  her  bold  reply  with  such  .disdain. 
She  must  invite  him  ere  he  comes  again. 

Her  womb  prolific,  proves  her  undeceived ; 
Her  time's  appointed,  and  she  then  conceiv*d  ; 
Her  faith  shall  triumph  in  her  pregnant  womb^  * 
And  in  her  heart  she  finds  a  Saviour  come. 

She  sets  her  seal,  and  owns  Jehovah  true. 
His  mystic  work  to  wond'rpus  ends  construe  ; 
God's  banner  now  to  faith  appears  upfurl'd. 
And  faith  itself  to  overcome  the  world. 

She  ponder'd  o'er  how  all  was  brought  about. 
And  bless'd  the  day  she  found  the  prophet  out. 
Her  former  thoughts  appear  with  marks  divine^ 
And  like  a  prophecy  fulfill'd  in  fiue. 

With  joys  divine  she  wants  the  hour  to  come. 
For  sore  her  mind's  as  pregnant  as  her  womb ; 
The  time's  arriv'd,  her  nine  months  race  is  run. 
The  contradicting  handmaid  bears  a  son. 
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Her  soul  is  now  inflam'd  with  love  divine. 
Bold  unbelief  is  banish'd  from  her  mind ; 
She  eyes  the  distant  Saviour  long  decreed. 
And  ii^  the  type  beholds  the  woman's  seed. 

The  son  from  day  to  day  in  stature  grows. 
So  her  affections  to  her  Saviour  flows ; 
In  days  like  these  we  too  securely  stand. 
And  seldom  dream  of  troubles  hard  at  hand. 

No  pleasing  frames  like  these  unmix'd  abide. 
Her  thriving  faith  must  now  again  be  try'd ; 
Or  it  shall  fall,  that  on  a  certain  day. 
The  Ldrd  that  gave  will  sorely  take  away. 

For  so  it  fell,  that  when  the  child  Was  grown. 
He'll  see  them  reap  the  crop  his  sire  had  sown  ; 
God  smites  the  child,  the  chijd  is  seiz'd  with  dread. 
And  to  his  father  cries,  '  My  head,  my  head.' 

The  father  bids  a  lad,  his  servant,  come. 
And  orders  him  to  take  the  darling  home ; 
Convey  him  safe,  of  fault'ring  st^ps  beware. 
Commit  the  infant  to  his  mother's  care. 

The  tender  mother  plac'd  him  on  her  knees. 
With  tears  bewails  his  violent  disease ; 
Requests  the  infant's  life,  but  that's  deny'd ; 
She  holds  him  up  till  noon,  and  then  he  dy'd. 

Is  this  the  blessing  unimplor'd  bestow'd  t 
Is  this  the  great  reward  the  saint  avow'd  ? 
Shall  all  my  kindness  be  rewarded  so  ? 
And  am  I  doom'd  to  weep  a  mother's  wo  ? 
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Did  I  this  infant  of  the  prophet  crave  ? 
Nay,  I  deny*d  when  he  so  freely  gave ; 
I  bid  the  prophet  not  deceive  with  guile, 
I  did  not  ask,  nor  yet  expect  a  child. 

And  has  the  man  of  Qod  his  room  forsook. 
And  on  my  grief  does  he  disdain  to  look  i 
Since  he  the  chamber  has  forsook  and  fled, 
I'll  lay  the  corpse  where  he  himself  has  laid. 

Had  I  implor'd  this  son,  Fd  been  content ; 
On  anxious  cares  the  rod  is  often  sent ; 
But  I  refusM  the  offer  when  'twas  made. 
Yet  I'm  entangl'd,  and  the  prophet's  fled.> 

But  who  can  tell  what  God  may  farther  do? 
His  hand's  divine,  his  promises  are  true; 
Why  should  a  resurrection  strangely  seem  ? 
I'he  word  that  bid  me  bear  may  quicken  him. 

It  was  a  promise  quicken'd  first  my  womb. 
And  by  a  promise  shall  my  Saviour  come ; 
And  I  conceive,  as  far  as  faith  can  pry. 
That  in  this  child  I've  seen  my  Saviour  die.  ' 

Die  Jesus  must !  or  else  my  hope  is  vain. 
Nor  can  he  save  unless  he  rise  again  ; 
Cheer  up,  my  soul !  expect  this  strange  surprise. 
For  in  my  son  I'll  see  my  Saviour  rise. 

My  faith  in  this  is  far  from  void  of  doubt. 
The  prophet  knows,  and  I  ifill  find  hitn  out ; 
I'll  make  him  come  where  he  has  lodg'd  before; 
She  puts  the  corpse  to  bed,  and  shuts  the  door. 
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Thus  big  with  hopey  of  what  shall  come  to  pasij> 
She  bi^s  her  husband  sead  the  man  and  ass ; 
I'll  ride  to  Carmel^  it  shall  not  be  vain^ 
I'll  see  the  man  of  Gbd^  and  come  again. 

The  steady  husband  disapproves  her  haste^ 
Time  spent  in  harvest  must  be  spent  in  waste  ^ 
He  bids  his  dame  her  hasty  tour  delay 
Till  the  new  moon^  or  else  the  Sabbath-day. 

In  faith  she's  mounted^  and  in  faith  she'JI  ride. 
When  dame's  in  hs^te  she  scorns  to  be  deny'4  5  / 
Her  present  thoughts  she  now  delays  to  tell, 
Send  me  the  man  and  ass,  it  ^hall  be  well. 

The  yielding  husband  urges,  no  reply. 
Obeys  her  voice  without  a  reason  \ifhy ; 
/Tis  vain  to  parley  if  her  mind  is  bent, 
$he  gave  command,  the  retinue  is  sen^ 

She  brings  the  saddle,  and  equips  the  aa3. 
And  bids  her  servant  ride  the  swiftest  pace : 
Go  forward,  drive,  nor  dareto  slack  thy  hand. 
Nor  slack  thy  pace,  except  I  give  command. 

The  trusty  man  obeys  the  matron's  will. 
And  ends  his  stage  on  Canners  sacred  hill :  if 

God  sent  the  prophet,  to  behold  afer  ^  F 

The  weeping  mother  in  the  hasty  car.  ''      ■  . 

The  man  of  God  appears  in  some  affright. 
And  says,  *  Gehazi,  see  that  Shunamite; 
Go  now,  I  pray,  and  search  her  welfare  out. 
Her  hasty  visit  fills  my  mind  with  doubt. 
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'  Say  now  utild  her.  Is  it  Well  witR  thee  ? 
Thy  husband  also,  tdl  nie,  how  is  he  ? 
And  if  she  atisxtret-s,  as  1  hope  she  will. 
Then  kindly  ask  her  if  the  child  is  well.* 

Her  errand  to  the  man  she'll  riot  declare. 
As  she  could  nfever  see  God's  image  there ; 
She  answers  '  well,*  arid  to  the  prophet  ran. 
She  wants  the  master's  aid,  but  hot  the  man. 

The  pious  prophet  dnd  the  mother  meet. 
While  she  an-^sts,  and  hold§  him  by  the  feet ; 
Th^  servant  comes  to  thrust  the  dame  avtay. 
The  prophet  awes  Kis  violence  to  stay. 

The  surly  servant  lets  the  dame  alone. 
And  she*s  too  full  of  grief  to  make  it  kndwn ; 
He  says,  she's  vexed,  this  I  plainly  see. 
But  God  has  hid  her  grievous  case  from  me/ 

The  troubled  moth^t  bfedthes  her  hohest  plea; 
'  Did  I,  my  lord,  intreat  a'  son  6f  thee  ? 
Yea,  I  deny'd  whei!i  thon  the  promise  gave, 
I  bid  thee  then  bewaV6  and  not  deceiv'e.* 

The  prophet's  mind  is  now  re]iev*d  f#om  doubt. 
By  this  he  finds  the  matron's  trouble  out : 
No  wonder  sorrow  bows  her  di'oo^ihg  head. 
When  God  has  struck  the  promised  infant  dead. 

The  man  of  God'  admires  her  faith  divine. 
Nor  dares  to  raise  a  donbt  upon  her  mind ; 
As  she  belie v'd  the  child  should  rise  again, 
lie  takes  the  work  irt  haiid,  and  not  in  vaii^, 
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Thrice  happy  soul !  that*s  blessM  ^ith  such  i^  gracCj 
A  pow'r  that  death  itself  can  ne'er  outface ; 
St.  Paul  observes,  this  woman  conquer'^  death^ 
''Tis  left  recorded  in  the  acts  of  faith. 

Elisha  bids  Geha^i  come  in  ha^te^ 
Gird  up  thy  loins,  and  rup  the  swiftest  pace ; 
Prepare  to  go,  and  take  my  staflF  in  hand^ 
Nor  dare  salute  the  complimenting  man. 

When  servants  go  yrith  messages  divine. 
They  claim  the  whole  attention  of  the  mind  5 
If  any  force  their  salutations  vain. 
Obey  my  voice,  salute  theia  not  again* 

Make  haste  to  Shunem,  enter  there  my  room.. 
Behold  the  dead,  the  fallen  mortals  doom ; 
Behold  the  corpse  is  lying  in  my  place. 
Lay  thou  my  ^taff  ppon  the  infant's  fnce. 

In  Heart  ^he  vow'd  he  should  not  serve  her  so^ 
*Twas  thou  at  first  occasioned  all  my  wo. 
Thou  shalt  not  thus  deceive  the  Shuhamile, 
Nor  send  me  off  with  such  an  hypocrite. 

Deceive  me  not,  fqtj  am  fully  bf^nt 
Thyself  sTiall  go,  the  sender,  not  the  sent; 
By  God  that  lives  I'll  make  thee  walk  with  mCj^ 
And  as  thy  spirit  liyes  I'll  not  leave  thee. 

The  woman  urgjes,  and  the  prophet  yields^ 
No  ifs  nor  buts,  in  positives  she  deals; 
The  prophet  rose,  the  woman  leads  the  vaUj, 
And  both  pursue  the  path  the  servant  ran. 
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Geh&zt  stepd  with  hasty  strides  before. 
To  gain  applause,  he  aims  at  nothing  more ; 
His  vain  att<&inpts  may  make  the  woman  laugh> 
She  knew  his  faith  was  in  his  master's  staff. 

tie  lays  the  stick  upon  the  baby's  face> 
And  hopes  td  fix  it  dn  the  proper  place ; 
His  sleight  of  hand  proclaims  his  sad  mistake. 
He  cotnes,  and  cries,  ^  the  child  is  not  awake.^ 

This  cry  confirmed  the  troubled  Shunamite, 
She  saw  her  judgment  of  the  man  was  right; 
And  wdtiders  much  how  he  could  try  the  scheme,  / 
And  why  the  prophet  should  be  plagu'd  with  himw 

Thus  hypocrites  appear  in  false  disguise. 
And  think  they  vail  the  wisdom  of  the  wise ; 
He  fawns  and  feigns,  but  still  engenders  doubt^ 
The  babe  in  grade  will  feel  the  serpent  ojat. 

They  learn 'the  actidns  of  tbe  righteous  saint. 
And  wear  tbe  garb  as  harlots  wear  theic  paint ; 
But  if  they  preach,  or  if  they  join  in  pray'r. 
Do  what  they  will,  the  serpent^will  appear. 

So  he 'attempts  to  raise  the  infant  dead. 

But  looks  no  higher  than  the  staiF  be  laid ; 

The  mother  hates  the  mimic's  vain  appearing. 

And  he  cries  out,  *  there's  neither  voice  iior  hearing.* 

The  rev'rend  sire  attains  his  journey's  end. 
When  to  the  room  she  built  she  leads  h:er  friend  ; 
The  prophet  sees  his  long  deserted  bed. 
And  in  bis  place  he  find^  the  infant  dead. 
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He's  mov*d  to  feel  the  weeping  ipotber's  pief^ 
His  soul's  engaj^'d  to  bring  lier  some  relief; 
He  seems  confirm'd  the  child  shall  rise  again. 
The  door  he  clones  on  the  praying  twain. 

^The  fervent  prophet  ca,lls  upon  tl^e  Lord, 
And  begs  the  soul  he  took  might  be  restored  j 
Then  he  returr^s,  and  travels  to  and  fro. 
To  watch  if  God  would  send  it  back  0|r  no. 

He  goes  again,  and  lays  upon  the  child. 

His  mind  is  agitated  all  the.  while ; 

Ee  grasps  his  hands,  he  meets  his  njoutb^and  ey^s. 

While  faith  comn^ands^  and,  bids  the  dead  aris^; 

What  faith  demands  Jehovah  will  perform. 
The  prophet  feels  ilie  corpse  is  getting  warm ; 
He  then  returned,  and  to  the  house  he  went. 
The  pensive  mother  waits  the  strange  event. 

Again  the  prophej;  to  the  chamber  goes. 
And  on  the  corpse  himself  again  he  throws ; 
He  still  expects  to  bring  th(^  dead  to  life. 
But  finds  a  cope  with  dee^th  a  stubborn  strife. 

Seven  times  at  length  the  child  was  heard  to  sneeze,. 
Which  set  the  prophet's  anxious  mind  at  ease ; 
He  looks  again,  and  sees  the  dead  arise. 
The  sleeping  corpse  had  open'd  both  his  eyes.. 

The  man  of  God  beholds  it  with  delight. 
And  bids  his  servant  call  the  Shuqamite ; 
With  pregnant  hope  she  to  the  chamber  run. 
The  prophet  points,  and  bi^ii  her  take  h^r  »oo. 
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She  see&  the  babe^  and  on  the  grdimd  die  fell  i 
The  triumphs  gain'd  by  grace  are  hard  to  tell : 
Her  unbelief  must  now  again  retreat ; 
Her  soul's  surrender'd  at  the  prophet's  feeti 

She  rises  up^  and  to  the  infant  goes^ 
Whose  sad  departure  caused  all  her  woes; 
With  joy  and  grief  her  tender  bowels  yeam^ 
While  love  to  God  begins  afresh  to  burn. 

Like  one  bewildered,  or  in  pensive  thought^ 
She  takes  the  infant  back  the  prophet  brought  i 
With  warm  affections,  and  with  thoughts  devout; 
She  hugs  the  darling,  and  conveys  him  out. 

Such  douls  as  these  the  great  *Jehovah  laud. 
By  such  he  spreads  bis  wond'rous  fame  abroad ; 
Whil^  future  smnts,  who  in  strch  paths  have  tix^d^. 
Admire  the  mystic  ways  that  lead  to  God. 

In  this, we  see  how  feadh  event  agreed. 
To  lead  the  mUtron  to  the  promised  seed ; 
Both  centric  and  ecioentric  vtheels  conspire. 
And  each  in  nftotion  raisM  her  faith  the  bigheri 

First  God  directs  the  prophet's' wand'riirg  feety 
And  she  with  him-  promiscooady  shall  meet; 
Her  mind's  impelled  to  entertain  the  man. 
And  this  shall  bring:  to- light  the  mystic  plan. 

She  must  attend  the*  prophet's  \tords  divine^ 
While  God  impressed  thenr  on  the  woaran's  mind ; 
The  prophet  goes  at  his  appointed  hour. 
But  not  the  word>  nor  die'iaipoljsdye  pow^. 
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She  meditates  to  find  his  meaning  out^ 
And  wish'd  a  second  visit  brought  about; 
The  ear  of  God  attends  to  her  complaint. 
To  strengthen  faith,  s^g^i)  he  sends  the  saint* 

By  this  encouragement  she's  led  to  pray. 
And  now  believes  he'll  often  come  that  way ; 
She  builds  a  room  to  entertain  the  sire. 
And  aims  to  catch  tl^e  prophet's  glowing  fire. 

Like  pious  Jacob,  with  his  peeled  rod. 
Stuck  in  the  gutters  where  the  flocks  had  trod. 
While  i|i  a  dream  he  sees  the  horned  sire 
Beget  the  spotted  and  the  spangled  hire* 

So  she  contrives  to  fix  this  little  trap. 
And  caught  the  lot  of  wisdom  in  her  lap ; 
The  prophet  comes,  ap|)roves  her  tender  care. 
Predicts  apd  promises  a  blessing  there. 

He  speaks  the  word,  'tis  God's  immortal  seed. 
To  help  her  faith  her  barren  womb  shall  breed ; 
The  time  arrives,  she  brings  the  infant  forth,   ' 
By  which  she  sees  her  Saviour's  future  birth. 

In  time  she's  led  to  see  redemption's  plan. 
The  way  in  which  the  Lord  would  ransom  man ; 
God  smites  the  child,  her  growing  faith  to  try. 
While  in  the  type  faith  sees  her  Saviour  die. 

In  deep  distress  to  Carmel  she'll  repair ; 
The  wand'riog  prophet  is  directed  there^ 
His  sympathetic  soul  must  feel  her  grief, 
\ybik  fai^h  sliaU  prompt  to  seek  divine  relief. 
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Upon  his  knees  he  heay'n  itself  assails. 
That  she  might  see  how  faith  with  God  prevails ; 
He  then  parades^  and  eyes  Jehovah's  hand. 
To  watch  and  pray  is  a  divine  command. 

God  never  bade  his  servants  seek  in  vain. 
He  craves  a  soul  departed  .back  again; 
God  hears  his  cry,  the  soul  returns  to  prison. 
The  joyful  mother  sees  a  Saviour  risen.' 

She  now  believes  what  Sadducees  deny'd. 
The  glorious  truth  which  Deists  now  deride; 
She^s  well  confirmed  that  God  can  raise  the  dead. 
He's  raised  her  son,  and  rais'd  her  drooping  head. 

Her  hope  prolific  teems  with  joys  to  come. 
She  sends  her  thoughts  to  meet  the  gen'ral  doom; 
'  In  hope  divine  my  flesh  to  dust  shall  go, 
God  rais'd  my  son,  he'll  raise  the  mother  too;' 


LETTER  to  MR;  SAN(?ST£it 


DEAR  SIB^ 

XT  iBj  kctet  i»M  as  steady  in  its  m(P 
tions  as  the  Imsbsind  cjf  the  Shunamitc,  trho  eouli 
trust  eVery  event  till  the  new  modn  or  sabbatii 
day,  I  had  deferred  sending  this  present  till  the 
beginning  of  months,  or  new-year's-day,  at  which 
.  season  presents  and  compliments  are  much  in 
fashion ;    then  it  aught  ha^e  served  for  a  new- 
year's  gift;  bat  our  blessed  Apostle  lays  no  stone 
on  a  springing  well,  nor  fetters  the  tongue  that  is 
seasoned  with  grace,  though  it  be  as  full  of  motion 
as  the  hand  of  a  ready,  writer.     He  tells  us  to  be 
always  abounding  in  the  work.of  the  Lord,  and  to 
be  instant  in  season  and  out  of  season ;  and  I  be- 
lieve entertaining  the  minds  of  God's  people,  and 
keeping  their  thought:^  employed  about  heavenly 
things,  is  a  work  of  th^  Lord. 

If  the  Paschal  lamb  was  too  big  for  ati  Irael- 
itish  family,  the  master  was  to  invite  his  neighbour, 
as  there  were  to  be  no  fragments  left  for  the  next 
day;  the  morrow  was  to  take  thought  for  the 
things  of  itself.  Job  seems  to  observe  the  former 
rule;  he  eat  not  his  morsel  alone.    If  I  find  a 
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cluster  with  ^  btes^in^  in  it,  qr  get  among  the 
pleasant  fruits  that  our  beloved  has  laid  up  at  our 
gates,  I  cannot  sleep  till  I  have  imprisoned  them 
Qn  a  bit  of  paper,  nor  rest  satisfied  till  they  are 
pajcked  up  and  sent  off  tq  somebody,  though  I 
know  I  shall  shortly  be  obliged  tp  beg /for  more« 
Whatever  be  found  under  the  priest's  hand,  of 
$a^cred  things^,  it  is  lawful  to  give  it  to  those  of  the 
houshold,  even  to  the  show-bread;  for  if  the  shew- 
bread  prefigured  the  Saviour,  we  aie  to  hold  him 
fqrth  in  the  word  of  life.  If  it  prefigured  the  be* 
liever,  we  are  to  hold  him  ,up  to  God  m  prayer. 
A  Chri&tian  can  never  be  too  busy..  He  that  is 
sluggish  in  hi$  profession  is  sent  to  the  ant  to  leam 
hex  ways,  and  be  wise ;  whose  wisdom  lies  in  pro- 
vidjng  her  food  in  the  summer:  I  will  not  say 
that  by  instinct  she  is  instructed  to  know  there  ia 
a  winter,  but  it  is  clear  that  the  beams  of  the  sun 
draw  her  forth  to  labour;  and  her  industry  i^  ^qual 
to  that  of  the  husbandman,  who  makes  hay  white 
the  sun  shines.  Nor  is  she.  a  whit  behind  him* 
seeing  she  "  ptovideth  her  m€at  in  the  summer,^ 
and  gathereth  her  food  in  tlie  harvest." 

God.  has  furnished  his  children  with  a.  multir* 
tude  of  teachers,  if  we  C9uld  but  objserve  them: 
a  gospiel  day  is^  our  summer  and  harvest,  i^i  which 
the  Sun  of  Righteou;sness  shines  in  our  horizon; 
li^(?  and  iromprtality  are  bronght  to  light  by  the. 
gospel,  which,  if  cordially  received,  is  meat  indeed* 
Thisi  wonderful  les^^on  is  taught  us  by  the  instinct 
Qf  tbjB  ant. 
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Tf he  saving  knowledge  of  God,  anci  the  in-> 
Valuable  worth  of  the  gospel,  is  taught  us  by  the 
instinct  of  the  ox  and  the  ass ;  "  iTie  ox  knoweth 
his  owner,  and  the  ass  his  master's  crib ;  but  Israel 
doth  lipt  know  [either  his  God  ot  his  word]  my 
people  ddth  liot  cohsider.'* 

The  visitations  6f  God  in  a  ptt3Lthed  gospel, 
khd  the  certaiiity  of  that  gospel  being  removed 
from  us,  or  we  removed  from  that  t6  judgment  by 
death,  is  taught  u^  by  the  instinct  of  the  stork, 
the  turtle,  the  crane,  aitid  the  swaillow ;  "  Yea,  the 
stork  in  the  heaven  knoweth  her  ap|)ointed  times ; 
and  the  turtle,  and  the  crane,  ai^d  the  swallow  ob- 
serve the  time  of  their  coming ;  but  my  peoplel 
know  not  the  judgment  of  the  Lord,"  Jer.  viii.  7. 

The  danger  that  a  soul  is  ejcposed  to  While  out 
of  Christ,  the  only  rock  of  help;  the  necessity  of 
flying  froiii  the  wrath  to  come;  and  the  safety  bf 
those  that  fly  for  shelter  to  the  cleft  of  that  Rock, 
is  taught  us  by  the  itistinct  of  the  coney ;  "  Thei 
conies  are  but  a  feeble  folk,  yet  make  they  their 
houses  in  the  rocks,"  Prov.  xxx.  S6. 

The  nauseous  phaf isaical  hypocrite,  that  creeps 
into  the  church  of  .God,  and  yet  dares  to  hatch  the 
cockatrice  egg  of  free  will,  and  weave  the  spider's 
Web  of  self-righteousness,  while  he  sits  under  the 
gospel,  is  pointed  out  by  the  bold  and  subtle  in- 
stinct of  the  spider ;  "  The  spider  taketh  hold  with 
her  hands,  and  is  in  kings'  palaces." 

To  be  short ;  the  Christian  is  taught  to  be  bold 
by  the  lion;  to  be  swift  by  the  greyhound;  to  b6 
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comely  in  his  walk  by  the  he-goat ;  to  be  wise  by 
the  serpent;  to  be  industrious  by  the  ant;  to  cleave 
to  the  Rock  of  Salvation  by  the  coney ;  to  be  hea- 
venly minded  and  quick  sighted  by  the  eagle;  to 
be  harmltess  by  the  dove ;  to  know  his  Lord  by 
the  ox;  to  cleave  to  the  Lord's  word  by  the  ass; 
to  follow  the  light  and  heat  of  the  gospel  by  the 
swallow;  and  to  shun  every  rock  of  error  by.  the 
jj^kilful  marinier,  lest  he  make  shipwreck  of  faith. 

I  am.  Dear  Sir,  yours,  &c. 

W.HL 


POSTSCRIPT. 


Bless'd  are  the  loving  twain  that  walk  the  road 
That  leads  at  last  to  Zion'^  Bless'd  abode ; 
The  hallow'd  path  is  like  the  shining  lights 
By.WhiiA  they  shun  the  glooms  of  endless  night. 

The  heedful  traveller  observes  his  path. 
And  seeks  direction  of  his  Lord  by  faith  4 
His  mind  compos'd  upon  his  master's  staid^ 
He  feels  him  out^,  and  finds  his  heav'nly  aid. 

This  mystic  path  he  walks  in  filial  fear^ 
And  finds  no  brute^  no  rav'nous  monster  there ; 
None  but  the  saint  c&n  walk  this  milky  way> 
The  child  of  darkness  shuns  the  heavenly  ray. 

At  each  by-path  he'll  stop,  he'll  pray^'^nd  wait, 
Till  Christ  appears,  and  makes  the  crooked  straight ; 
Lest  the  wayfaring  soul  should,  trip  or  stray. 
He  bids  us  take  the  stumblingblocks  away. 

If  God  deserts  him,  he  bemoans  his  loss^ 
Till  he  erects  the  standard  of  the  cross ; 
Again  he  travels,  void  of  doubt  or  fear. 
While  he  discerns  Jehovah's  banner  there^ 
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Upon  this  path  no  fool  shall  ever  err 

Because  Jehorah  is  his  guide  and  cure ; 

All  roughs  and  mounts  diat  Satan  dares  to  tlirow^ 

God  smooths  the  one^  and  brings  the  other  loir. 

The  word's  a  map,  by  which  he  learns  the  way^ 
And  while  he  walk§  by  that,  he  cannot  stray; 
He  follows  those  who^  souls  are  now  with  God^^ 
And  marks  the  steps  that  ancient  saints  have  trod. 

Jehovah  says  that  such  shall  dwell  aloft. 
And  see  the  promis'd  land,  though  distant  off; 
The  King  immortal  he  by  faith  shall  spy^ 
And  see  his  beauty  with  a  longing  eye. 

Hie  host  of  heaven  guard  him  oq  the  way. 
Nor  leave  their  charge  till  he's  in  endless  day; 
|lis  bless'd  Redeemer  travels  by  his  side. 
Nor  is  his  wanted  presence  long  deny'd. 

At  length  he  finds  he's  near  to  end  his  race,     , 
And  eyes  the  great  reward  that  comes  by  grace , 
His  shattered  frame  is  bow'd  upon  the  bed. 
While  arms  divine  support  the  drooping  head. 

His  busy  faith-maintains  her  mighty  hold. 
While  hope  expects  the  vision  to  unfold ; 
The  snares  of  ^eath  invade  the  heav'nly  mind. 
But  through  the  gloom  faith  sees  a  beam  divine. 

The  flesh  iinpanoply'd  will  fear  the  stroke. 
The  soul  to  lend  it  belp  will  God  invoke; 
The  blessed  Saviour  own'd,  when  low  and  meek. 
The  spirit's  willing  but  the  flesh  is  w^ak. 
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If  heart  and  flesh  through  fear  of  death  should  fail^ 
The  Spirit  breathes  a  strong  and  heav'niy  gale ;  • 
To  answer  pray'r  the  Lord  appears  at  length. 
He  feeds  the  mind,  and  props  the  heart  with  strength. 

If  sunk  with  grief,  or  racked  with  mortal  pain. 
To  make  his  bed  the  Lord  will  not  disdain : 
His  tender  aid  shall  bear  his  spirit  up. 
His  end  is  peace,  his  flesh  shall  rest  in  hope. 

At  last  be  breathes  the  ripen'd  spirit  forth, 
God  takes  the  soul  who  gave  it  first  its  birth  ; 
To  heaven  it  flies,  the  angels  beai:  it  in. 
And  thus  he  ends  his  journey  and  his  sin. 
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troubled  you  with  words,  subverting  your  souls,  saying.  Ye  must  be  cir* 
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PREFACE. 


I      PHRISTIAN   REAliEB^ 

I\ 
BEGAN  the  following  letter  with 

an  intent  to  send  it  as  an  answer  to  a  very  polite 

one  sent  by  ^n  unknown  friend  to  me :  it  <rame 

without  a  name,  but  I  was  to  direct  it  to  him  with 

the  initials  of  his  name  to  a  certain  number. 

When  I  had  written  abo^it  thirty  folio  pages  of 

manuscript,  I  felt  an  inclination  rising  in  my  mind 

to  publish  it  J  and  as  the  gentleman  informs  me 

that  he  sometimes  hears  me,  I  thought  it  was  sure 

to  fall  into  his  hands:  and  as  he  ^eemi;  to  be  an 

earnest  inquirer  after  truth,  I  see  no  cause  why 

he  should  be  oflfended  at  the  publication  of  it,  as 

I  think  it  is  an  answer  of  truth,  and  seeing  it  may 

be  useful  to  other  inquirers  as  veil  as  to  him,  if 

God's  blessing  should  attend  it, 

I. wish  thee.  Reader,  to  lay  by  al|  prejudice,  and 

to  settle  thy  faith  in  no  man's  wisdom,  but  in  the 

power  of  God{  and  to  do  by  this  letter  as  God 

does  with  Zion ;  he  lays  judgment  to  the  line,  and 

righteousness  tp  the  plumipet,  and  sweeps  away 

all  refuges  of  lies,  and  deluges  all  the  hiding  places 

of  hypocrites.    And  if  thou  wilt  come  to  the  light, 

if  thou  desirest  to  be  sound  m  the  faith,  then  cri- 
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ticlse  and  scrutinize, this  little  piece  over  and  over 
again,  and  lay  it  to  the  wotd  of  God,  and  try  it 
^  soundly  by  thaf  standard,  and  see  whether  this  be 
'Antinomianism,  or  whether  it  be  the  everlasting 
gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  judge  accordingly. 
And  when  thou  hast,  satisfied  thyself  on  that  head, 
then  compare  it  with  the  tra^cts^of  thpse  evange- 
lists who  n^ake  the  killing  letter  the  rule  of  life  j 
and  when  thou  liast  compared  these  together,. and; 
tried  both  by  the  word  of  God,  then  let  the  name 
of  Antinomian  be  saddled  upon  the  right  ass. 
Give  not  up  the  good  old  way,  though,  according 
to  prophecy,  the  way  of  truth  be  evil  spoken  of; 
but  set  thine  heart  to  the  highway,  and  turn  not 
to  the  right  hand,  nor  to  the  left,  but  run  the  race 
•  set  before  thee,  looking  to  Jesus  the  author  and 
finisher  of  faith. 

And  when  thou  hearest  men  in  a  pulpjt  begin 
to  cut  at  others  as  Antinomians,  without  describing 
what  they  are,  and  dropping  the  subjeqt  of  the 
gospel,  saying,  \  but  we  must  do  justice  to  the 
law,  for  it  is  the  believer's  only  rule  of  life ;' 
then  watch  their  countenance,  and  observe  the 
scripture  proofs  that  they  bring ;  and  if  their 
countenance  falls,  their  tongue  gets  fettered,  and  no 
proof  produced  but  a  jumble  of  confusioai,  let  it 
convince  thee  that  they  have  not  stood  in  God's 
council,  therefore  he  has  confounded  them  before 
thee.  Wisdom  is  justified  of  her  children,  and 
her  children  are  to  stir  up  themselves  against  the^ 
hypocrite. 


The  Scriptures  tell  thee  that  the  man  who  hath 
tot  the  doctrine  Of  Christ  hath  not  God;  and  that 
those  who  bring  not  Christ's  d^trine  are  not  to 
te  received:  and  by  the  doctrine  and  spirit  of 
Christ  the  children  of  God  an4  the  childreii  of  the 
devil  are  mad^  manifest..  But  in  our  days  matter* 
are  altered;  the  pure  gospel  ii  cdtled  Antinotniati- 
ism :  valour  for  truth,  zeal  for  God,  fervour  inf 
devotion,  and  *amestness  in  preaching,  are  Called 
the  effects  of  a  bad  spirit*  Brrt,  tiHsting  like  thcf 
serpent,  vrarping  like  the  willo^r,  shaping,  a  con- 
versation and  a  sermon  to  pleade  all  and  offend 
none,  except  it  be  the  experimciltal  Christian ; 
these  are  the  effects  or  fruits  of  an  excellent  spi- 
rit} this  is  the  quintessence  of  candour;  this  is 
doing  the  work  of  aft  evangelist^  and  making  full 
proof  of  the  ministry-  These  people  will  not  be  thy 
judges,  Reader,  in  the  great  day;  Christ  is  thy 
judge,  and  it  is  not  what  is  called  candour,  that 
will  acquit  thee  at  his  bar;  it  is  the  word  and 
Spirit  of  truth  that  must  make  thee  free,  if  thou 
wilt  be  free  indeed;  "  the  word  that  I  have 
spoken,'^  says  Christ,  "  the  same  shall  judge  him 
in  the  last  day." 

Be  not  offended,  Reader,  at  the  title  of  this 
little  piece :  The  Rule  and  the  Riddle ;  or,  an  ever- 
lasting task  for  Blind  Watchmen  and  Old  Women. 
It  is  taken  from  real  facts;  from  a  synod  that 
•was  convened,  consisting  of  some  watchmen  and 
some  old  women ;  where  counsel  was  taken  against 
one  that  never  took  counsel  against  them.     I  call 
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it  an  everlasting  task,  because  I  think  the  doc- 
trines cannot  be  overthrown.  It  is  not  directed 
to  any  body ;  if  every  body  be  innocent,  it  can  be 
applicable  to  none ;  no  person  has  a  right  to  make 
application  unless  he  be  concerned.  The  Rule 
and  the*  Riddle  both,  with  respect  to  application^ 
ar«  to  those  to  whom  they  may  belong,  and  for  the 
use,  information,  or  satisfaction  of  any  that  choose 
to  try  their  skill.  Reader,  fare  thee  well,  and 
forget  not  that  it  is  by  the  testimony  of  God's 
word,  of  his  Spirit,  and  of  thy  own  conscience^ 
that  thou  must  stand  or  fall  at  the  bar  of  God; 
therefore,  love  the  truth  and  peace ;  while  I  rest 
and  remain,  with  the  little  knowledge  that  God 
has  been  pleased  to  give  me,  thy  servant  in  the 
truth,  and  for  the  truth's  sake, 

W.  H. 
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THE 

RULE  AND  THE  RIDDLE,  &c. 


I  Ri:C£lV£i>  the  packet  wliich  you 
directed  to  me,  consisting  of  your  very  long  epistle, 
of  a  circular  letter  in  print,  and  of  a  sermon  on 
the  promises  of  God.  I  read  your  epistle  without 
offence,  as  I  believe  you  meant  well,  which  I  ga- 
ther from  your  polite  address,  civil  treatment,  and 
cautious  way  of  expressing  yourself;  such  a  letter 
I  have  never  received  from  any  person  who  has 
thought  proper  to  expose  or  oppose  me,  as  a  main- 
tainer  of  licentious  doctrines.  Their  letters  have 
generally  been  filled  with  the  scurrility  of  Billings- 
gate, and  without  any  truth  fairly  stated ;  which 
has  only  served  to  convince  me  that  such  per- 
sons are  without  Christy  and  have  no  hope  in  the 
world. 

Was  it  in. my  power,  I  would  address  you  as  a 
gentltoian  of  sense  and  a  scholar,  for  both  appear 
in  your  affectionate  epistle;  but  I  have  neither 
politeness  nor  learning,  as  it  is  now  called,  yet  will 
give  you  the  best  answer  I  am  capable  of/  in  the 
language  of  Scripture. 
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If  I  know  any  thing  of  my  own  heart,  I  can 
truly  assert,  that  I  wish  all  that  fear  Grod  to  know 
what  he  hath  done  for  my  soul ;  and,  in  declaring 
it,  I  desire  to  speak  as  thti  oracles  of  God;  and  to  , 
live  up  tq  what  I  preach,  a^  fer^as  gi^ace  ahfU  ^p- 
able  me  while  in  this  body  of  death ;  and  I  wish 
some  of  our  zealous  advocates  for  Moses  would  do 
the  same,  by  letting  their  light  shine  before  men, 
that  others  might  see  as  well  as  hear  of  their  good 
works ;  seeing  it  is  not  the  hearers  nor-  the  con- 
tendere for  the  -law  th^t  are  just  before  God ;  but 
the  doers  of  the  law  shall  be  justified. 

That  the  ten  commandments  are  the  believer's^ 
gnly  rule  pf  life,  wajs  insisted  upoix  by  the  .firsts 
person  that  I  ever  disputed  with  on  ^at  subject; 
which  he  endeavoured  to  erifoirce  and  grove  l^y 
Pa.urs  quoting  part  of  it  in  his  Epistle  to  the  Ro- 
mans, which  church  h^  supposed  to  consist  of 
saints  onlyi^by  Pauls  addrqsjsiqg  them  as  tl^e  be^ 
loved  oC.God  called  to  be  saints.  Not  considering 
that  lilies  and  thoiTis,^  servants  and  sons,  I^raplites 
and  liypocrites,.  wise  virgins  and  foolish  ones,.. ^q 
to  go  and  grow  togetlier  as  t^ves  and.  wheft,  pQtiJ 
harvest.  And  on  the  account  of  this  mixture,  ij; 
Is  that  the  killing  letter  and  the  promise  off  jU% 
must  ifo  together^ .  the  promises  are  tq  the^heijrs  of 
promise^  and  "  we  know  l^.^t  wh^t  thipga.$p^yei; 
the  law  saitb,  it  saith  to  them  who  are  under. tljQ 
law.,  I  ^sked  tjie  gentleman .  which  of  the:  com^ 
m^ndments  lie  meant?. And  he  replied^  /  Jhpse  in 
the  26th  chapter  of  Exodus;.'    And  if  those  tcx\ 


cbmmiuidinents  are  the  believer's  only  rule,  the 
other  parts  of  Scripture,  one  would  think,  might 
be  dispensed  with  by  the  believer ;  for,  if  that  laW^ 
be  his  only  rule  of  life,  what  can  he  want  more? 
Though,  by  the  by,  there  is  not  the  command  to 
love  God  in  that  chapter. 

If  the  ten  commandments  in  the  letter  be 
the  believer's  only  rule,  Abel,  who  obtained  wit- 
ness that  he  was  righteous,  God  testifying  6f  his 
gifts,  ^ had  no  rule  to  go  by.  Enoch  walked  with 
God  three  hundred  years,  Oen.  v.  22;  and  "  was 
tragtislated  that  he  should  not  see  death,  for  be- 
fore his  translation  fae  had  this  testimony,  that  he 
pleased  God,**  Heb.  xi.  5;  yet  he  had  no  rule  of 
life.  Noah 'the  just,  who  took  the  warning  of 
God,  prepared  aa  ark,  condemned  the  world,  and 
became  heir  of  an  everlasting  righteousness,  was 
without  rule.  Abraham,  the  friend  of  God,  and 
the  father  of  the  faithful,  and  heir  of  the  worlds 
must  walk  *t  an  uncertainty  also.  Melchisedec, 
king  of  .righteousness,  s^nd  king  of  peace,  priest 
of  t|xe  Most  High  God;  sifter  whose  order  Christ 
is  a  priest  for' ever  and  ever^j  had  no  rule  for  his 
order.  Yea,  ell  the  antediluvian  ^nd  postdiluvian 
saints,  down  to  the  time  of  the  children  of  Iraers 
compassing  the  Moimt  Sinai,  must  be  left  to  walk 
and  to  worship  at  random ;  for,  if  the  letter  of  the 
law,  or  the  ten  commandments  delivered  at  Sinai, 
be  the  believer*s  only  rule  of  life,  it  is  clear  they 
were  without  that  rute.  Yet  they  were  not  with* 
out  law  to  God,  for  they  feared  him,  loved  him^ 
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and  walked  with  him ;  and  they  were  under  the 
law  of  faith  to  Christ,  for  they  saw  him  at  a  dis* 
tance  and  embraced  him,  were  united  to  him,  and 
became  one  spirit  with  him. 

I  have  sometimes  wondered  why  these  anticnt 
saints  should  be  set  forth  with  the  encomiums  of 
being  God's  friends,  walking  with  him,  obtaining 
witness  that  they  were  righteous,  obtaining  pro- 
mises, obtaining  good  report,  as  strangers  and  pil- 
grims upon  earth,  of  whom  the  world  was  not 
worthy,  seeking  an  heavenly  country,  and  a  city 
that  hath  foundations,  despising  all  worldly  plcar 
sure,  pelf,  and  honour,  leaving  their  own  house, 
home,  and  country,  without  any  desire  to  return 
thither;  and  why  we  should  be  cominanded>to  go 
forth  by  the  footsteps  of  this  flock,  and  belaid  to 
be  compassed  about  with  this  cloud  of  witnesses, 
and  be  directed  to  follow  those  who  through  faith 
and  patience  now  inherit  the  promises ;  when  we 
know  that  if  they  were  on  earth,  in  this  refined 
age,  they  would  be  r^ked  among  the  worst  of 
Antinomians. 

It  is  strange  that  the  believer  is  not  commanded 
to  look  to  Moses  the  lawgiver,  and  to  the  bondt 
\voman  that  is  under  the  law,  instead  of  looking 
t^  Abraham  our  father,  and  to  Sarah  that  bare  ds, 
whom  God  called  alone,  ^nd  blessed  and  incjpeased, 
Isaiah  li.  2.  Paul  would  have  us  tread  in  the  steps 
of  the  faith  of  our  father  Abraham,  which  he  had 
being  yet  uncircumcised,  and  declares  that  the 
promise  that  be  should  b^  the  heir  of  the  world, 
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was  not  to  him,  or  to  his  seed,  through  the  Tavr, 
Rom.  iv.  12,  13;  and* yet  affirms,  that  as  many  as 
are  of  faith  are  blessed  with  faithful  Abraham^ 
And  this  promised  blessing,  and  promised  heir- 
ship, was  given  to  Abraham,  and  to  his  seed,  four 
hundred  and  thirty  years  before  the  law,  or  before 
our  only  rule  of  life  was  given. 

What  rule  had  those  glprious  pilgrims  to  walk 
hyy  who  obtained  so  good  a  report,  or  so  good 
a  testimony  from  God?  Paul  tells  us,  that  Abel 
offered  to  God,  and  obtained  witness  that  he  was 
righteous  by  faith;  then  faith  was  his  rule  of  wor- 
ship: that  Enoch  walked  with  God  by  faith;  then 
faith  was  his  rule  of  walk:  that  Noah  condemned 
the  world  by  faith;   then  faith  was 'his  rule  of 
judgment     ^'  By  faith  Abraham,   when  he  Avas 
called — went  out  not  knowing  whither  he  went ;" 
then  faith  was  his  rule,  by  which  he  took  his  jour- 
ney, though  he  knew  not  whither,  and  his  obe- 
dience was  the  obedience  of  faith.     But  if  he  had 
been  favoured  with  our  only  rule  of  life,  he  might 
have  know^  whither  he  was  going,  and  not  have 
gone  in  ignorance,  and  his  obedience  would  have 
been  the  obfediencp  of  the  law  instead  of  faith. 
But  Paul  will  have  it  that  all  Abj^ham's  children 
are  in  the  same  strait  that  their  father  was,  for 
they  walk  by  faith,  pot  by  sight.    But  if  the  letter 
of  the  law  be  the  only  rul^  that  the  believer  is  to 
walk  and  live  by,  then  he  walks  by  sight,  not  by 
faith ;  he  looks  at  the  things  that  are  seen^  not  at 
the  things  which  are  not  seen.     It  is  by  faith  that 
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Moses  saw  hi«n  who  is  invisible,  ind  by  fadth  we 
must  look  at  the  things  that  arc  not  seen,  which 
arc  eternal 

Paul  says,  that  "  He  that  cometh  to  God  must 
believe  that  he  is,  ajid  that  he  is  a  rewarder  of 
them  that  diligently  seek  him  ;'*  then  faith  must 
be  the  rule  of  his  coming.  "  We  h^ve  access  by 
faith  into  this  grace  wherein  we  stand;"  then  faith 
is  the  rule  of  our  approach  to  God.  "The just 
[man]  shall  live  by  his  faith ;"  then  faith  is  the  just 
man's  rule  of  life.  "  We  walk  by  faith,  not  by 
sight;"  then  faith  is  our  rule  of  walk,  ^' Thou 
•standest  by  faith,"  says  Paul ;  then  faith  is  the  rule 
of  the  believers  standing.  "  Whatever  ye  shall 
ask  believing,  ye  shall  receive,"  says  Christ;  then 
faith  is  the  rule  of  that  branch  of  worship.  By 
faith  Enoch  had  this  testimony,  that  he  pleased 
God ;  *^  but  without  faith  it  is  impossible  to  please, 
him  ■ "  then  faith  is  a  rule  that  God  approves  of, 
and  is  pleased  with,  f'  Whatsoever  is  not  of  faith 
is  sin ;"  then  faith  is  a  perfect  rule  of  holiness, 
**  All  that  beliene  are  justified  from^  all  things, 
from  which  ye  could  not  be  justified  by  the  law  of 
Moses;"  then  faith  is  our  rule  of  righteousness. 
Jt  is  by  faith  that  we  overcome  the  world.  To 
lay  hold  OB  eternal  life,  is  to  fight  the  good  fight 
of  faith^  according  to  Paul;  ^*  I  have  fought  a  good 
fight,  I  have  finished  my  course,-  I  have  kept  the 
faith ;"  then  faith  was  the  rule  of  his  warfare,  and 
the  ruJe.  of  his  race ;  and  it  was  the  gi^ace  of  God 
that  made  Pau}  obediept  to  tj)^t  rule,     "  W^  have 
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received  grace  and  apostleship  for  obedience  to 
tlie  faith;"  that  is,  by  Christ  we  Imvi  received 
grace  to  save  our  souls,  and  apostleship  to  be  of  ujsc 
to  the  church,  not  as  a  reward  of  our  obedience^ 
but  to  furnish  us  with  power  to  make  us  obedient 
to  the  faith,  among  all  nations  for  his  niune,,Roin, 
i.  5 ;  then  faith  is  the  rule  of  apostolic  (Aedience; 
for  it  cannpt  be  called  receiving  grace  for  obe- 
dience to  the  faith,  if  faith  be  not  the  gracious 
nian's  rule  of  obedience. 

Paul  counts  all  things  but  dung  that  he  may 
win  Christ,  and  be  found  in  him ;  not  having  his 
own  righteousness,  which  is  of  the  law,  but  that 
which  is  through  the  faith  of  Christ;  and  tells 
jis  to  walk  by  the  same  rule,  and  mind  the  same 
thing.  If  you  take  this  rule  of  Paul's  to  be  his 
pressing  forward,  or  any  of  his  attainments,  it  is 
answered,  by  faith  he  pressed  forward,  and  by 
faith  he  attained ;  for  else  his  pressing  and  attain- 
ing had  been  nothing  but  sin;  for  whatsoever  is 
not  of  faith,  according  to  Paul's  doctrine,  is  sin. 
•  *  By  faith  Christ  dwells  in  our  hearts,  and  by 
faith  we  dwell  in  hinji ;  and  "  in  Christ  Jesus  nei* 
ther  circumcision  availeth  any  thing,  nor  uncir- 
cumcision,  but  a  new  creature,"  which  is  Christ 
formed  within  us ;  *^  and  as  many  as  walk  accord- 
ing to  this  rule,  peace,  be  on  them  and  mercy,  and 
upon  tlie  Israel  of  God."  Faith  is  the  rule  of  life 
according  to  the  revealed  will  of  God  in  Christ 
Jesus ;  "  and  this  is  the  will  of  him  that  sent  me, 
that  every  one  which  seeth  the  Son,  and  believetb 
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on  him,  ihay  have  everlasting  life :  and  I  will  raise 
him  up  at  the  last  day/'  John  vi.  40.  Thus  faith 
appears  to  be  the  believer's  rule  of  life,  according 
to  the  will  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus ;  and  the  letter 
of  the  law  is  the  bond*children's  rule  of  life ;  he 
that  doth  these  things  shall  live, in  them.  Let 
him  do  according  to  this  rule  and  he  shall  live. 
The  law  is  not  the  rule  of  believing  but  of  doing ; 
the  law  is  not  of  faith  but  of  works,  and  the  man 
that  doth  them  shall  live  in  them,  Gal.  iii.  12. 

If  to  see  the  Son,  and  Believe  on  him,  entitles 
us  to  everlasting  life  according  to  God's  will,  then 
faith  must  be  the  rule  of  that  life ;  and  one  would 
think  that,  if  "  he  that  liveth  and  believeth  shall 
never  die,"  faith  must  be  a  safe  rule  to  live  by. 

I  have  sometimes  thought  that,  if  the  letter  of 
the  law  in  the  twentfeth  chapter  of  Exodus  be  the 
believer's  only  rule  of  life,  he  would  be  sorely  put 
to  his  shifts  when  the  devil  sets  a  troop  of  Arians, 
Socinians,  or  Sabeljians  at  him ;  he  would  find  these 
words,  "  I  am  the  Lord  thy  God,  whidi  have 
brought  thee  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  and  out  of 
the  house  of  bondage.  Thou  shalt  have  no  other 
gods  before  me."  This  rule  would  hardly  set  him 
right  It  is  by  faith  that  we  apprehend  Christ; 
it  is  by  faith  we  lay  hold  of  him,  as  the  hope  set 
before  us,  Heb.  vi.  18.  It  is  by  Christ  that  we 
belijeve  in  God,  iPet.  i.  21;  and  we  receive  the 
promise  of  the  Spirit  through  faith,  Gal.  iii.  14. 
By  this  rule  we  come  to  a  saving  knowledge  of 
the  Trinity ;  for  the  eye  of  faith  is  a  light  by  which. 
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wft  sec  what  is  the  fellowship  of  the  mystery, 
Eph.  iii.  9-  Without  the  assurance  of  understand-' 
ing,  there  will  be  no  true  acknowledgment  of  the 
mystery  of  God  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  of  the  Father 
and  of  Christ,  CoL  ii.  S.  The  ten  commandments 
will  never  guide  a  man  into  this  mystery,  nor  set 
him  right  if  he  errs  in  it. 

In 'your  epistle.  Sir,  you  tell  me  that,  if  I 
do  not  enforce  the  law  as  the  believer's  rule  of 
lifb,  I  must  in  some  sense  make  it  void.  I  think 
I  have  sufficiently  proved  that  Paul's  rule  of  Ufe 
and  walk  was  faith;  and  he  asks,  *^  Do  we  then 
make  void  the  law  through  faith?  God  forbid; 
yea,  we  establish  the  law/'  Paul  insists  upon  it 
that  faith  worketh  by  love,  and  tells  us  that  "  love 
worketh  no  ill  to  his  neighbour ;  therefore  love  is 
the  fulfilling  of  the  law,**  Bom-  xiii,  10.  If  this 
doctrine  be  the  fulfilling  of  the  law,  it  cannot  make 
it  void.     ^ 

'  The  sermon  that  you  wa,s  so  kind  as  to  send  mc 
is  pregnant  with  a  deal  of  scholastic  unscriptural 
logic,  little  better  than  nonsense,  which  may  serve 
to  display  the  worldly' wisdom  of  the  author,  and 
excite  the  admiration  of  unenlightened  people.  But 
any  jipiritual  person  will  easily  perqeive  that  he 
knows  little  or  nothing  of  the  killing  letter  of  the 
law,  or  of  the  spiritual  power  of  the  gpspel. 

The  law,  as  the  believer's  rule  of  life,  he  en- 
deavours to  enforce  from  the  fitness  of  things, 
which  are  phrases  that  stand  for  any  thing  or 
nothing,  just  as  the  author  pleases.    But  he  does 
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not  satisfy  tne  doncerning  the  iMng&  that  fit.  God 
grant  he  T»ay  not  go  out  of  the  world  with  thii 
confusion  in  his  heart !  if  he  does  it  is  to  b^  feared 
that  he  will  find  tHc  ministration  of  death,  and  his 
carnal  mind,  when  they  come  to  gripe  one  anotl^^r 
in  a  dying  hour,  will  not  fit  so  easy  as  he  imagines* 
Paul  delighted  in  the  law  of  God  after  the  inward 
man,  Bx)m.  vii^  £S.  And,  according  to  Paul,  the 
law  of  God  and  the  inward  man  are  things  that 
will  fit;  a  new  heart  [and  a  new  jspirit  are  things 
that  join  well ;  a  sense  of  God's  love  to  us,  and  a 
pure  love  tb  him,  brings  about  an  union  that  fits 
sweetly.  "  Believe,"  says  the  Savioui^,  "  that  I 
am  lii  you  and  you  in  me  :**  and  when  Chriit  cm* 
cified  and  a  broken  heart  come  together,  they  are 
things  that  fit  as  exactly  as  the  branch  in  the  vine, 
or  as  the  foundation  with  the  superstructure.  And 
if  the  author  of  this  serifton  dies  a  stranger  to  the 
fitness  of  these  things,  as  he  seems  to  be  at  present^ 
it  had  been  good  for  him  if  he  had  never  beeii 
bom.  PenM)ns  who  are  strangers  to  an  union  with 
Christ  by  the  Spirit  know  nothing  savingly  of  the 
spiritual  fitness  of  things ;  they  may  make  a  noise 
about  the  law  just  to  blind  folks,  but  ttey  bring 
forth  no  more  fruit  to  God's  glory  than  a  branch 
that  is  not  in  the  vine>  John  xv,  4 

A  friend  of  ^line  once  asked  a  certain  divine 
in  London  wlmt  he  thought  of  the  law  as  the  be* 
liever's  only  rule  of  life  ?  He  replied  *  The  believer 
must  look  with  one  eye  to  Christ,  and  with  the 
other  to  the  law.'    But  he  brought  no  more  proof 
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tramihR  word  of  God  thmi  tl^  &u<iior  has^  irba 
attempts  to  prove  it  by  the  fitness  of  tilings; '  My 
frien^  implied  *  Then  eveiy  believer  must  squint' 
However,  there  is  no  call  for  squinting  in  thia 
naiatter;  Christ  says,  *^  Look  unto  Ale,  and  be 
aayed,.  aH-  ye  ends  of  the  earth;''  and  adds^  **  I 
vriH  iteepi  thdt  man  in  perfect  peaee  whose  niind 
is  stayed'  qn  me :"  and  Paul  tells  us  to  ^  run  the 
race  set  before  us  looking  unto  Jesus,  the 'author 
andlhiisher  of  our  faith.''  Looking  with  .ose  «ye 
to  the  law,  and  .with  the  other  to  Christ,  is  erring 
frons  wisdom's  rule  of  dirtctioR  *r  which  is,  ♦*  Let 
thine  eyes  lipok  right  on,  and  let  thine  eyelids  look 
strai^t  bdfare  thee*  Ponder  the  path  of  thy  feet,: 
and  let  all  thy  ways  be  establi^d.''.  ' 

The  printod  letter  that  you  sient  me  is  a  discon^ 
tpon  the  saime  stiing  I  perceive;  butth^  autbdfi 
wiU  never  be  able  to  prove  firom  the  Scripturss  d! 
truth,  that  t^ie.  ten  catnmaifdmeiitis  in  tile  lettei* 
ate  called:  die  believer's  rule  of  liSe:  He  teUs  us 
tihat  itis  implied ;  this  hrinrg^  to  my  mind  an  old^ 
wdmaUj  who  had  been  long  contending  for  thi» 
letter  fide;  being  asked  to  give:  a  reason  o(  tl^ 
hope'that  .U?aa  iilkher;  on  suspicion  <^  bet  having 
]i£aie,  replied;,  i  You  will  find  my  experience  in 
such: averse ^tfJeieawab's  prophecy;'  hinting tha€ 
it  ^as  irtjplied  iiaiem.  Which  served  to  convince 
the  ]isqpidre:r<that-shehaidi  no  hoj^e  Wt  what  Bta6A 
atk  the  p^erJ  %  suppose  all  the  e^^pe^itnc&jifHhd 
Aevil  is^  impfeid  ^iit  four  tepcts^  ^  Scripture :  '(me 
says,  he  is^^cu^fted^  above  atU  cattle-;  another, '  that 
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be  beUeves  and  tretdbles;  another^  that  be  ts  cart 
down  to  hell;  and  another,  that  he  is  ^*  reserved 
in  everlasting  chains  under  darkness  unto  the  jadg^ 
inent  of  the  great  dB.y.'\  But  the  devil;  has  another 
experience. beside  this,  which  will  stick  close  to 
him,  and  be  like  a  thousand  helis  within  hitn^i^hea 
every  letter  of  Scripture  text  will  be  b^mt  up* 
When  the  killing  letter  has  slain  the.  reprobscte,  it 
has  done  it's  office;'  the  living  Word  that  abides 
forever,  whidi  is  in  the  hand  of  die  Spirit;^ and 
which  dwells  in  the  saints  of  God,  iwill  be  .settled 
in  heaven,  and  abide  for  ever  diere.  The  .pro- 
fessor must  have  Christ  in  him  the  hope  of  gkMry, 
if  ever  he  arrives  safe  to  the  happy,  ei^oyment  of 
God  in  heaven.  People,  who  have  no  hope  but 
in  the  written  letter  of  Scripture,  will  find  that 
the  flood  of  wrath. and  the  final  conflagration  wijil 
leave  thetn  without  an  anchor  in  that  storm;  and 
I  am  persuaded  that  the  believer  s  rule  of  life  must 
be  found  in  his  heart  alsc^,  if  ever  he  lives  with 
.  God  in  heaven.  If  the  believer's  rule  be  implied 
in  the  ten  commandments,  according  to  this  gentle^*' 
man's  letter,  I  believe  it  would  lie  there  long, 
enough  before  he  would  find  iti  out.  To  put 
on  the  Lord  Jesus  and  walk  in  him;  to  put  off 
the  old  man  daily,  and  to  put  lon  the  new  man, 
>vhich  is  created  in  i;ighteousness  and  true  holi-* 
ness ;  to  follow  Christ  in  the  regeneration;  to 
mortify  the  deeds  of  the  body  by  the  Spirit;  to 
deny  self,  and  take  up. the  cro^  daily;  to.  stand 
fast  in  gospel  liberty,  and  not  be  entangled  ^ith 
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the  yoke  of  \)ondage  i  to  renounce  all  coiiiidenc^ 
in  the  flesh,  and  rejoice  in  Christ  Jesus;  to  hate 
one's  own  life,  or  be  unworthy  of  the  Saviour;  to 
'walk  in  the  Spirit,  in  order  to  escape  the  fulfilling 
of  the  lusts  of  the  flesh ;  to  know  that  the  strength 
of  sin-  is  the  law,  and  that  it  is  the  ministration  of 
death  and  condemnation ;  are  things  that,  if  they 
are  implied  in  the  ten  commandments,  would  lay 
there,  concealed  from  the  believer,  to  all  eternity^ 
if  the  mystery  of  iaith  had  not  revealed  them,  or 
the  gospel,  that  brings  life  and  immortality  to 
light,  had  not  brought  them  to  light  also.  *'  When 
Moses  is  read,  the  vail  is  upon  their  heart."  By 
the  law  is  the  knowledge  of  sin,  but  it  brings  not 
the  path  of  life,  to  light ;  that  is  the  new  and  living 
way,  Heb.  x.  20 ;  and  is  revealed  from  another 
quarter;  ^'  God,  who  commanded  the  light  to 
shine  out  of  darkness,  hath  shined  in  our  hearts  to 
give  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of 
God,  in  the  face  of  Jesus  Christ.'* 

I  cannot  find  it  in  my  heart  to  criticise  the 
reasons  that  you  assign,  because  you  have  not  ad- 
dressed me,  as  some  have,  with  insolence  and  lies; 
but  you  seem  as  desirous  of  information,  as  you 
are  to  inform  me,  or  set  me  right;  therefore,  with- 
out taking  much  of  your,  letter  to  pieces,  I  will 
endeavour  to  make  it  appear,  that  the  believer  in 
his  liberty  is  in  no  sense  of  the  word  an  outlaw, 
nor  yet  without  ,law ;  for  he  is  in  no  wise  ex- 
eluded  from  any  benefit  that  arises  from  the  law, 


20 

■  i 

^ud  yet  be  is  ndt  under  tibe  law,  but  xinder  gtace, 
Rei».  vi.  14. 

Paal  saya,  *^  To  thettt  tbat  are  withditt  law  I 
became  as^  withlEmt  law,  being  luA,  without  law  to 
God,  but  under  the  law  to  Christ"^  Hetrce  it  SLp^ 
pears  that  the  believer  is  m)t  without  few  to  God. 
And,  as  f  have  long  made  it  my  study  to^  consider 
the  beKever^s  laws,  Iwifi  endeavour  to  bring  tfhettt 
forth,  and  set  them  in  as  fair  a  light  as  1  am  capa-* 
ble  o^  and  see  whrther  they  amdunft  to.  what  iiy 
called  Atttinomia»isin,  or  Whether  they  amount  to 
teal  divinity ;  becau'se  Paul  says,  we  do  not  make? 
void  the  few  throug'h'  fstitK  , 

Wisdom  affirm^,  *^  Whoso  despiseth  the  word 
iball  be  destroyl^d ;  but  be  that  fearetlt  the  com-' 
mandment  shall  be  rewarded ;"  and  then  telW  us 
that  "  the  law  of  tlie  wise  is  a  fountain  of  Kfe,  t<y 
depart  from  the  s'nares  of  death,^  Prov.  :fciii/ 13,  i4t. 
iLet  it  be  observed  that  Wisdom's  ^ise  man,  Who 
is  always  opposed  to  the  fooJ^  i^,  in  New  Testa- 
ment language,  the  believer,  who  is  oppmed  to  the 
infidel;  and  this  law  i^  emphatically  Called  the  law 
of  the  wise,  which  is  the  same  as  the  household  of 
feith,  being  their  law  in  particular,  as  belonging 
to  none  else ;.  and  it  is  called  a  fountain  of  life. 

A  fouTatain  is  supplied  from  its'  own  spring,  and* 
yields  its-  cofitents  to  supply  the  pdbr  and  needy' 
when  they  seek  water  and  there  isiione  elsewhere,- 
and  theif  tongue  failetli  for  thirst,  that  they 'may 
drink  and  nc^t  famish,  or  die  by  famishing.     Sa 
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from  the  snares  of  death.  Can  this  law  of  the  wise; 
be  the  ten  commandments,  which  are  affirmed  by 
some  to  b^  the  believer's  only  rule  of  life?  I  trow 
not.  Paul  tells  up  the  letter  killeth,  2  Cor.  iii.  6;- 
that  it  is  the  law  of  death,  Rom.  viii.  % ;  that  the 
law  worketh  wrath,  Rom.  iv.  15;  and  is  the  mi- 
'  nistration  of  death  and  condemnation,  2  Cor.  iii. 
7,  9.  Nor  does  our  faith  in  Christ  alter  the  nature 
of  the  law,  or  make  it  to  us  what  it  was  not  be- 
fore. It  is  the  yoke  of  bondage,  and  gendereth  to 
bondage  still ;  hence  we  are  exhorted  to  stand  fast 
in  our  liberty,  and  not  be  entangled  again  with 
th^t  yoke  of  bondage,  Gal.  v.  1.  It  still  retain* 
its  binding  nature,  even  to  the  believer,  and  will 
aitangle  him  again  if  he  looks  to  it  for  help.  This 
rule  of  life,  as  some  term  it,  is  still  a  killing  letter; 
hence  God  declares  that,  "  we  are  delivered  fron^ 
the  law,  that  being  dead,  whqr«in  we  wexe  held, 
that  we  should  serve  [him]  in  .newness  of  spirit, 
and  not  iq  the  oldness  of  the  letter,"  Rom.  vii,  6. 
If  the  law  be  a  killing  letter,  and  the  law  pf  death, 
it  cannot  be  a  fountain  of  life ;  by  which  the  wise 
man  departs  from  the  snares  of  death.  We  know 
that  sin  is  a  transgression  of  the  law,  and  ths^f 
where  there  is  no  law  tliere  is  no  transgression ; 
and  thatdpath  is  the  sentence  of  the  law;  if  so  the 
commandments  are  the  snares  that  hold  the  sinney 
in  the  i^rms  of  death.  The  fii'^t  snare  that  entangles 
a  thief  is  the  larw ;  and  if  h?  is  left  to  tb^  m^rcy  of 
thfit,^  it  will  serv^  hlixi  as  the  spider  dpes  the  jSiy  iij 
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the  web,  never  let  him  go  till  it  lias  killed  him; 
it  is  a  killing  letter,  and  so  all  will  find  it  that 
weave  the  spider's  web ;  no  web  can  be  woven  that 
will  cover  the  soul  on  that  loom;  the  command- 
ment is  exceeding  broad.  Nor  can  we  suppose 
that  our  calling  the  ministration  of  condemnation 
the  rule  of  life  will  alter  this  matter,  or  turn  ^ 
killing  letter  into  a  living  fountain ;  for  that  law 
gives  no  life,  therefore  it  can  be  no  part  of  this 
law  of  the  wise.  "  Had  there  been  a  law  given 
that  could  have  given  life,  verily  righteousness 
should  have  come  by  the  law."  This  law  of  the 
wise,  that  is,  a  fountain  of  life,  to  depart  from  the 
snares  of  death,  is  what  Paul  calls  the  ministration 
of  the  Spirit  opposed  to  the  ministration  of  death, 
2  Cor.  iii.  9.  Solomon's  fountain  of  life  is  Paul's 
ministration  of  the  Spirit ;  and  what  Solomon  calls 
the  snares  of  death  is  Paul's;  law  of  death.  The 
wise  man's  law  of  life  is  the  same  as  the  living 
water  that  the  Saviour  gives,  that  is  4n  the  be- 
liever as  a  well  of  water  springing  up  into  ever- 
lasting life,  John  iv.  14. 

Blessed  be  God  for  ever,  it  is  a  fountain  of  life 
indeed,  by  which  the  poor  believing  sinner  departs 
from  the  snares  of  death,  and  that  for  evermore; 
or,  to  speak  in  the  apostle's  language,  "The  law 
of  the  spirit  of  life  in  Christ  Jesus  hath  made  me 
free  from  the  law  of  sin  and  death;"  that  is,  the 
law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  in  Christ  has  made  me  free 
from  the  law  of  sin  that  works  in  my  members, 
and.  from  the  law  of  Moses,  which  is  the  ministra- 
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tion  of  death.  We  may  call  this  law  of  the  wise 
the  believer's  only  rule  of  life,  without  talking 
nonsense. 

But  perhaps  my  unknown  friend  may  ask  why 
this  dispensation  of  the  Spirit  is  called  a  law?  To 
which  I  answer;  first,  because  of  its  binding  power; 
the  cords  of  everlasting  love,  the  bond  of  peace, 
and  the  girdle  of  truth^  will  hold  the  soul  faster 
than  all  the  lifeless  commandments  in  the  world, 
whether  they  be  from  heaven  or  of  men.  Secondly, 
It  is  called  a  law,  because  of  its  constraining  power; 
**  the  love  of  Christ  constrains  me,"  says  Paul ;  it 
is  a  powerful  constraint  from  evil,  and  mightily 
influences  the  mind  to  that  which  is  good.  Thirdly, 
Because  of  the  obedience  it  produces ;  the  Blessed 
Giver  of  this  law  circumcises  our  hearts,  that  we 
may  love  the  Lord  our  God  with  all  our  heart  and 
with  all  our  soul,  that  we  may  live,  Deut.  xxx.  6. 
It  produces  the  fruits  of  the  spirit,  which  is  evan* 
gelical  obedience ;  we  are  taught  of  God  to  love 
one  another  by  the  love  of  God  shed  abroad  in 
our  hearts,  which  is  attended  with  filial  fear  that 
keeps  us  from  departing  from  God,  Jer.  xxxii.  40. 
God  directs  our  work  in  truth  by  it,  Isaiah  Ixi.  8; 
and  works  all  our  works  ii\  us,  Isaiah  xxvi.  12 ;  he 
works  in  us  an  inclining  and  moving  power,  "  both 
to  will  and  to  do  of  his  own  good  pleasure,"  Phil, 
ii.  13.  Well  may  this  be  called  the  law  of  the 
Spirit,  when  it  produces  such  spiritual  obedience ; 
well  may  the  desire  of  the  righteous  when  it  com^ 
eth  be  called  a  Tree  of  Life,  Pro  v.  xiii.  12;  seeing 
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ance,, &c.  This  law  of  the  wise  is  called  a  fountain, 
because  it  plays  all  its  productions  high  enough  to 
reach  the  spring  from  whence  it  is  supplied ;  evan- 
gelical obedience  springing  from  the  Spirit  of  life 
and  love,  directed  to  the  glory  of  God  as  the  be- 
liever's chief  end,  makes  the  assembly  of  the  saints  ^ 
like  a  garden  enclosed,  a  spring  shut  up,  or  a 
fountain  sealed,  Song  iv.  12.  This  law  of  the 
Spirit  of  Hfe  produces  more  real  obedience  to  God 
in  one  hour  than  ever  hath  bten  produced  by  all 
the  living;  rules  that  have  been  drawn  by  human 
wisdom  from  killing  snares.  This  law  of  the  wise 
is  Christ's  yoke  that'is  easy,  and  it  is  his  burden 
that  is  light,  Matt.  xi.  29,  30.  Those  souls  that 
are  under  this  are  "  the  circumcision  that  worship 
God  in  the  Spirit,  rejoice  in  Christ  Jesus,  and*  have 
)io  confidence  in  the  flesh."  God  writes  this  law 
on  our  hearts,  and  in  our  minds  does  he  put  it, 
Jer,  xxxi.  33.  This  is  the  law  that  goes  forth  of 
Zion,  not  from  Sinai,  and  is  the  word  of  the  Lord 
that  went  from  Jerusalem,  Micah  iv.  2 ;  and  those 
that  receive  it  are  the  people  *'  that  keep  the  com- 
mandments of  Gad  and  the  faith  of  Jesus*,"  Rev. 
xiv.  12.  By  this  law  are  the  servants  of  God 
wartied,  and  in  keeping  this  there  is  great  reward, 
for  charity  abide th  for  ever,  Psalm  xix.  1 1.  This 
is  the  holy  commandment  delivered  unto  us,  from 
which'  legions  have  continually  departed,  2  Peter 
•ii.  21;  because  it  was  only  delivered  to  them  in 
the. letter  of  it,  not  put  into  them  as  a  fountain  of 
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life.     Hence  they  begin  in  the  Spirit,  or  with  the 
dispensation  of  the  gospel,  and  end  in  the  flesh,  or 
under  the  killing  letter. 

The  law  of  the  wise  may  be  called  a  fountain 
of  life,  because  it  quickens  the  dead  soul,  and  raises 
it  to  a  lively  hope ;  it  produces  that  life  which  the 
law  promised  but  could  not:  give  because  we  could 
give  it  no  obedience ;  but  this  law  enables  a  soul 
to  live  unto  God,  to  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of 
God;  it  produces  a  lively  motion  toward  God;  it 
is  attended  with  life  and  peace,  and  enables  us  to 
love  God  that'wfe  may  live  eternally  with  him. 

Thus,  Sir,  the  believer  is  not  without  law  to 
God,  for  God  has  written  his  law  in  his  heart, 
and  he  is  under  this  law  to  Christ  as  his  eternal 
head,  king,  ^ and  ruler.  And  I  think  this  is  speak- 
ing as  the  oracles  of  God,  and  preaching  of  it  is 
doing  the  work  of  an  evangelist,  and  making  full 
proof  of  the  ministry,  much  better  than  telling 
poor  blind  souls  to  look  with  one  eye  to  Christ, 
who  is  our  life,  and  with  the  other  to  the  law, 
which  is  death;  and  it  is  better  tlian  bringing 
rules  of  life  from  a  law  which  is  the  strength  of 
sin ;  or  telling  people  that  the  rule  of  life  is  im- 
plied in  the  killing  Jetter;  or  that  it  appears  from 
the  fitness  of  things ;  when  we  know  that  a  living 
^oul  serving  God  in  the  oldness  of  the  letter  are 
.things  that  can  fit  no  better  than  darkness  and 
light ;  the  eye  of  faith  and  a  blinding  vail ;  per- 
fect liberty  and  a  yoke  of  bondage ;  real  love  and 
a  genderi^g  to  fear;  a  display  of  mi^rcy  and  a  rcr 
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velation  of  wr?ith ;  one  ijwrking  friendship  and 
the  other  the  jnotiouj^^f  sin  and  vengeance.  Are 
these  the  things  tliat  will  fit;  or  what  is  the  fitness 
that  jiscs  from  them?  1  should  like  to  hear  th^it 
author  again  of  this  matter. 
^.  In  order  to*  convince  my  friend  further  that  we 
do  not  make  void  the  law  through  fajth,  or  reprer 
^ent  the  believer  without  law  to.  God,  I  will  fetch 
in  another  law,  which  is  not  properly  distinct  from, 
but  a  branch  of  this  that  has  been  considered ;  and 
it  is  a  branch  that  debases  the  proud  boaster,  cut$ 
up  thj6  self-righteous,  discovers  the  fool,  lays  the 
legalist  in  the  dust,  exposes  the  blind  ^  guide,  fur- 
jiishes  the  spiritual  soldier  of  Christ  with  weapons 
against  him,  and  secures  the  whole  glory  of  salvar 
t:ion  to  God,  to  whom  it  belongs,  and  to  wjiom  it 
must  be  given  without  reserve. 

By  the  deed^  of  the  law  shall  no  flesh  be  just 
tified,  for  by  the  Jaw  is  the  knowledge  of  sin ;'  but 
now  the  righteousness  of  God  without  the  law  i.^ 
manifested,  being  witnessed  by  the  law  and  the 
prophets,  even  the  righteousness  of  God  which  is( 
by  faith  of  Jesus  Christ.  For  all  have  sinned  and 
come  short  of  the  glory  of  God ;  being  justified 
freely  by  his  grace,  through  the  redemption  tha|: 
is  in  Christ  Jesus:  :jvhom  Go.d  hath  set  forth  to 
be  a  propitiation  through  faith  in  his  blood,  to  dcr 
clare  bis  righteousness  for  the  remission  of  sins 
that  are  pa?t,  through  the  forbearance  of  God ;  to 
ideclare  at  this  time  his  righteousness,  that  he  might 
jbe  just,  and  the  jujstifier  pfhiiji. which  jbelieveth  in 
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Jesusi  "Where  is  boasting  then?  It  is  excluded. 
By  what  law ;  of  works  ?  Nay,  but  by  the  law  of 
faith."  But  what  doth  Paul  mean  by  the  law  of 
faith?  Does  he  mean  the  gospel,  which  is  some- 
times called  faith,  as  i^aul,  who  persecuted  the 
saints  in  times  past,  is  said  now  to  preach  the  faith? 
No;  for  the  gospel  is  the  revelation  ajid  explana- 
tion of  the  covenant  of  promise ;  and  all  the  bless- 
ings of  it  are  the  free  gifts  of  God ;  Christ  the 
covenant  head,  the  Spirit  of  promise,  everlasting 
righteousness,  everlasting  salvation,  life,  and  glory, 
are  all  the  gifts  of  God,  held  forth  in  unconditional 
promises,  which  are  all  yea  and  amen,  to  the  glory 
of  God,  and  our  everlasting  salvation. 

As  all  these  things  come  freely  from  God,  from 
the  better  covenant,  a  covenant  of  promise,  made 
with  Christ,  and  with  his  seed  in  him,  and  ar^ 
purely  free  in  their  fountain,  in  their  administra- 
tion, and  besto.wed  to  a  God-dishopouring  and 
hell-deserving  people,  irrespective  of  any  work, 
worth,  or  worthiness  in  them,  there  can  be  nothing 
like  a  law  in  it;  that  is,  there  is  nothing  that  binds 
with  rigour  to  obedience,  or  that  threatens  damna- 
tion for  non-performance;  there  is  nothing  in  it 
that  sets  a  man  to  work  for  life,  reckoning  the  re- 
ward to  be  of  debt;  fpr  God  gives  gracie  to  make" 
U5  obedient  to  the  faith,  and  by  grace  he  preserveth 
and  rewardi^th  the  faithful.  The  Lord  gives  both 
grace  and  glpry,  and  will  display  the  ricbes  of  his 
grace  in  glory  by  Christ  Jesus:  yea,  eyep  tlje  king- 
dom itself  is  given  of  God  iii  his  goo4  pleasure. 
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Therefore  I  presutne  that  the  word  of  faith  dtrell- 
itig  richly  in  us,  the  spirit  of  faith  working  power* 
fully,  and  th^  grace  of  ftjith  working  by  love; 
putifyiiig  the  heart,  holcljng  a^  imputed  righte-^ 
6usness,  and  giving  Christ  a  residence  withiin  ni, 
i(5  Paul's  law  of  faith.  For  it  is  not  hearing  the^ 
gospelj  nor  imbibing  a  speculative  knowledge  of 
it,  that  will  exclude  boasting;  but  the  word,,  Spi^ 
rit,  and  grkce  of  faith,  when  powerfully  applied  to 
the  heart,  will  stop  the  sinners  mouth,  and  for 
ever  silence  him  upon  that  head.  If  you  ask  why 
I^aul  calh  this  the  law  of  faith?  I  answer,  because 
feith  works  by  love,  which  is  the  fulfilling  of  the 
law,  which  is  the  end  of  the  commandment,  and 
lays  hold  pf  Christ,  who  is  the  eiad  of  the  law ; 
and  puts  on  an  everlasting  righteousness  adequate 
to  the  law  {  because  it  is  Christ's  ob^ftdietice  therd* 
to,  and  because  he  that  believies  hath  everlasting 
life,  which  was  the  greatest  thing  that  the  law 
ever  J>romised,  and  which  that  law  could  never 
give;  and  becaH.se  the  believer  has  the  Spirit  of 
holiness,  as  the  law  is  holy ;  by  faith  he  Ife  a  just 
.  man,  as  the  law  is  just;  a  good  man,  as  the  law  js 
good ;  a  spiritual  nian,^  as  the  law  is  sipiritjial :  and 
thus  i^  the  righteousness  of  the  law  is  fulfilled  in 
us/-who  walk  not  ja^fter  the  flesh,  but  after  the 
Spirit,"  Rom,  viii.  4.  I  will  shew  my  friend  that 
I  haye  yet  to  speak  on  the  saints'  behalf,  on  the 
Subject  of -their  being  not  without  law  to  God. 

As  Paul'  divides  the  believer  frOm  the  infidel, 
and  divides  tlje  laws  |)etweeftwthern  ^lso,»  applying 


the  law  of  faith  to  the  believer,  and  the  law  of 
works  to  the  infidel,  declaring  "  that  what' things 
soever  the  law  saith,  it  saith  to  them  who  are  under 
the  law;"  and  those  that  ^re  under  the  law  are 
tinder  sin,  and  under  the  t^urie,  Gal.  iii.  22,  10 ;  so 
James  divides  the  heafer  from  tl*e  doer.  He  tells 
us  that "  God  of  his  own  will  begat  us  with!  the 
word  of  truth)  that  wc  should  be  a  kind  of  first- 
fruits  of  his  creatures ;"  and  then  tells  us  to  be 
doers  of  the  word  and  not  hearers  only,  decciv-i 
ing  ourselves.  By  doing  he  means  the  works  or 
fruits  of  faith;  "  Shew  me,"  saith  he,  **  thy  faith 
without  thy  works,  and  I  will  shew  thee  my  faith 
by  jny  works ;"  and  then  adds ;  "  For  if  any  be  a 
hearer  of  the  word  and  not  a  doer,  he  is  Hke  unto 
a  man  beholding  his  natural  face  in  a  glass,  for  he 
beholdet^  himself  and  goeth  his  way,  and  straight- 
way forgetteth  what  manner  of  man  he  was.*"  Here 
James  compares  the  gospel  preached  to  a  glass,  the 
light  of  which  reflecting  upon  the  sinner's  con- 
science makes  manifest  the  state  of  his  soul ;  as 
Paul  speaks ;  "  but  we  all  with  open  face  behold- 
ing as  in  a  glass;"  so  here  the- sinner  hates  the 
light,  and  goeth  his  way ;  he  will  come  no  more 
to  it ;  this  glasis  has  shewed,  and  the  light  of  it  has 
reproved  his  deeds,  therefore  he  hates  it,  and  goeth 
his  way  into  the  world  again,  and  so  hardens  his 
heart  and  ^^ears  his  conscience,  until  all  is  forgot, 
and  then  he  sinks  into  a  deeper  security;  or,  as 
the  text  saith,  '!  he  straightway  ibrgetteth  what 
fiianner  of  ttian  he  was.     But  whoso  looketh  inta 
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the  perfect  law  of  liberty,  and  continueth  therein, 
he  being  not  a  forgetful  hearer,  but  a  doer  of  the 
work,  this  man  shall  be  blessed  in  his  deed,"  James 
i.  25.  Here  is  a  law  of  perfect  liberty,  or  a  per- 
fect law  of  liberty,  to  be  looked  into,  and  to  be 
continued  in,  if  a  man  willbe  blessed  in  his  deed. 
If  liiy  friend  asks  what  this  law  of  liberty  is, 
I  will  endeavour  to  shew  him.  It  is  taken  from 
the  law  of  release,  when  the  jubilee  trumpet  was 
to  be  sounded,  and  liberty  to  be  proclaimed  ac- 
cording to'  the  tenor  of  that  law.  "  If  thou  buy 
an  Hebrew  servant,  six  years  shall  he  serve,  and 
in  the  seventh  he  shall  go  out  free  for  nothing.  If 
he  came  in  by  himself  he  shall  go  put  by  himself; 
if  he  were  married,  then  his  wife  shall  go  out  with 
him."  Every  poor  elect  sinner  is  like  this  Hebrew 
servant,  he  has  sold  himself  for  nought,  Isaiah  lii. 
3 ;  and  is  the  servant  of  sin,  and  under  the  do- 
minion of  the  law — two  hard  masters  indjeed,  who 
shew  no  favour ;  he  that  is  under  the  dominion  of 
sin  is  also  under  the  law  of  death ;  he  that  is  de- 
livered from  the  powei*  of  sin,  is  delivered  from  the 
law  also,  as  the  apostle  intimates,  ^*  sin  shall  not 
have  dominion  over  youj"  but  why?  "  because 
you  are  not  under  the  law,  [which  is  the  strength 
of  sin,]  but  under  grace,"  which  reigns  through 
righteousness  unto  eterpal  life.  In  this  state  of 
servitude  the  sinner  lies  till  the  great  trumpet  is 
blown,  Isaiah  xxvii.  13;  and  the  joyful  sound 
reaches  his  ears,  Psal.  Ixxxix.  15 ;  by  which  Christ 
preached  deliverance  to  captives,  and  sets  at  liberty 
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those  that  are  bruised  with  this  yoke  of  hard  ser- 
vice, Luke  iv.  1 8. 

When  the  Hebrew  servant's  Hberty  was  pro 
claimed,  he  was  delivered  from  his  master,  from 
the  command  of  his  master,  from  the  threatening 
of  his  master,  and  from  the  service  of  his  master; 
he  was  a  free  man;  he  shall,  says  God,  go  out  free; 
and  yet  this  man,  that  w6nt  out  at  the  year  of 
jubilee,  is,  says  God,  my  servant,  Lev.  xxv.  42.  So 
the  believing  sinner  is  delivered  from  the  law,  that 
being  dead,  Rom.  vii.  6 ;  from  the  command  of 
the  law,  for  the  letter  killeth;  from  the  curse  of 
the  law,  Gal.  iii.  13;  and  from  the  service  of  the 
law,  for  he  shall  "  serve  in  the  newness  of  the  Spi- 
rit, and  not  in  the  oldness  of  the  letter,"  Rom. 
yii.  6.  He  is  a  free  man :  "  if  the  Son  therefore 
5hall  make  you  free,  ye  shall  be  free  indeed ;"  and 
^^et  he  that  is  this  free  man  is  Christ's  servant, 
1  Cor.  vii.  22 ;  for  though  Jie  is  not  under  the  law, 
yet  he  is  not  without  l^w  to  God,  but  under  this 
Jaw  of  liberty  to  Christ,  who  has  made  him  free 
indeed/  and  he  that  looketh  into  this  law  of  liberty, 
and  continues  in  it,  shall  be  blessed  in  his  deed. 

No  doubt  })ut  maiiy  of  the  mercenary  Hebrew 
masters  w^re  grieved  at  this  law  of  liberty ;  they 
were  galled  and  chafed  in  their  minds  to  see  their 
slaves  go  out  free.  Hepce  we  read  that  Zedekiah 
made  a  covenant  \yith  all  the  people  at  Jerusalem, 
to  proclaiip  liberty  to  their  servants  unjustly  de- 
tained; that  every  man  should  let  his  man  servant 
or  maid  servant,  being  an  Hebrew  or  Hebrewess, 
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go  free :  .thatth^y  shouhi  -not  serve  themselves  of 
them.  When  the  princes  and  people  heard  of  this 
covenant  of  the  kings,  they  obeyed  it,  and  let  their 
servants  go  free;  "  but  afterwards  they  turnt^d, 
and  caused  the  servants  and  the  handmaids,  whom 
they  had  let  go  free,  to  i^tum,  and  brought  them 
into  subjection  for  servants  and  fbrliandmaids." 

1  made  a  covenant  with  your  fatliers,  says  God, 
that  when  the  servant  had  served  six  years  ye  shall 
let  him  go  free,  and  yott  had  now  turned  and  done 
right  in  my  sight,  in  prodaiming  liberty ;  and  ye 
had  made  a  <x>venant  before  me,  in  the  house 
which  is  called  by  my  name,  but  ye  returned  and 
polluted  my  name,  by  causing  every  man  and  maid 
sen^ant  whom  he  had  set  at  liberty  at  their  plea- 
sure to  return,  and  brought  them  into  su^bjection. 
Therefore,  thus  saith  the  Lord,  Ye  have  not  heark- 
ened unto  tne  m  proclaiming  liberty ; — Behold,  I 
proclaim  a  liberty  fo^  you,  saith  the  Lord,  to  the 
sword,  to  the  pestilence,  and  to  the  famine,  and  I 
will  make  you  to  l)e'ix;moved  into  all  the  kingdoms 
.of  the  earth.  I  will  even  give  them  into  the  hands 
of  their  enemies,  and  into  the  hand  of  them  that 
seek  their  life,  and  their  dead  bodies  shall  be  meat 
for  the  fowls  of  heaven ;"  read  Jeremiah  chap, 
xxxiv. 

**  He  tbat  leadeth  into  captivity  shall  go  into 
captivity,"  says  John,  Rev.  xiii.  10;  and  so  it  was 
here,  the  masters  hated  the  Lord's  release ;  they 
refused  to  break  the  yoke,  therefore  God  put  their 
neeks  under  the  yokeof  tbe  king  of  Babylon,  Jer. 
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XX vu.  8;  and  left  them  in  his  service  threescore 
and  ten  years,  and  then  proclaimed  a  jubilee  to 
them,  which  they  were  as  glad  to  hear  of  as  their 
poor  servants  had  been  before;  as  it  is  written, 
**  when  the  Lord  turned  the  captivity  of  Zion  we 
were  like  them  that  dream."  But  the  deliverance 
that  God  proclaimed  to  them  was  more  than  a 
dream,  though  that  was  little  better  tliat  they  had 
formerly  proclaimed  to  their  servants.  God  s  re- 
lease of  them  was  real,  which  filled  their  mouth 
with  laughter,  and  their  tongues  with  singing,  in- 
somuch, that  the  heathens  said  the  Lord  hath  done 
great  things  for  them,  Psalm  cxxvi.  1,  2.  These 
mercenary  masters  are  lively  figures  of  many  of 
our  preachers;  and  it  is  with  allusion  to  them 
that  the  inspired  penmen  often  speak  of  false 
apostles  and  deceitful  workers,  who  under  the  vail 
of  the  law,  and  the  influence  of  the  devil  trans- 
formed, call  the  everlasting  gospel  Antinomianism, 
the  preachers  of  it  Antinomians,  the  powerful  ope- 
rations of  the  Spirit  of  it  enthusiasm,  and  the 
liberty  of  it  licentiousness ;  as  if  the  word.  Spirit, 
grace,  and  ministers  of  the  Lord,  were  the  only  in- 
struments of  Satan ;  and  graceless  men  tlie  only 
infallible  preachers  of  holiness,  who  under  a  false 
shew  of  it  tempt  God ;  bring  forth  the  old  yoke ; 
lead  the  saints  into  bondage ;  pervert  their  way ; 
and  set  their  hearts  to  fretting  against  the  Lord, 
Prov.  xix.  .3.  Of  this  number  are  some;  I  may 
say  legions,  for  tliey  are  many,  that  go  from  our 
universities  and  academies;  who  have  no  other 
qualifications  for  the  ministry,  authority  in  it,  ere- 
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dentials  for  it,  right  to  live  by  it,  or  to  claim  the 
honour  of  it,  than  that  which  is  of  men;  they  are 
ministers  of  men  and  by  men.  And  among  all 
the  mysteries  that  puzzle  the  wise  this  is  none  of 
the  least,  that  men  of  worldly  wisdom,  which  God 
calls  foolishness,  iCor.  iii.  19;  and  wise  and  pru- 
dent men,  from  whom  he  has  hid  the  mysteries 
of  his  kingdom.  Matt.  xi.  25 ;  .should  be  able  with 
the  help  of  that  wisdom  that  is  earthly,  sensual, 
and  devilish,  James  iii.  15 ;  to  turn  carnal  men  into 
ministers  of  the  Spirit,  spiritual  lords,  divines,  and 
doctors  of  divinity.  But  so  it  is,  if  we  may  credit 
all  that  we  hear ;  but  how  it  is  done  must  remain 
a  mystery,  until  he  that  has  promised  to  reveal 
the  mystery  of  iniquity  reveal  this  also  as  a  main 
branch  of  it.  And  who  set  these  men  to  heap  to 
themselves  teachers  is  also  as  great  a  mystery.  I 
know  Paul  bids  Timothy  commit  his  doctrine  to 
faithful  men,  that  they  might  be  able  to  teach 
others ;  but  to  turn  infidels  into  faithful  men  and 
divines  is  another  thing.  Paul  speaks  of  some  in 
his  days  that  acted  as  the  Hebrew  masters  did  by 
their  servants,  'who  proclaimed  liberty  to  them,  and 
subjected  them  to  servitude  aga.in ;  and  calls  them 
"  false  brethren,  unawares  brought  in,  who  came 
in  privily  to  spy  out  our  liberty  which  we  have  in 
Christ  Jesus,  that  they  might  bring  us  into  bond- 
age: to  whom  we  gave  place  by  subjection  no  not 
for  an  hour;  that  the  truth  of  the  gospel,  [or  the 
freedom  that  Christ  has  promised  to  them  that  re-» 
ceive  the  truth,  John  viii.  32;]  might  continue 
with  you,'*  Gal.  ii.  4,  5.    And  what  was  the  bond- 
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age  that  these  spies,  who  came  privily,  brought 
in  unexpectedly,  wanted  to  bring  them  into  ?  why 
they  wanted  to  subject  them  to  the  command  of 
the  Uw,  which  genders  to  bondage,  by  telling 
them  tbat  they  were  under  the  law  as  a  rule  of 
lift.  "  There  rose  up  certain  of  the  sect  of  the 
Pharisees  which  believed,  saying,  that  it  was  need- 
ful to  circumcise  them,  [the  believing  Gentiles,] 
and  to  command  them  ,to  keep  the  law  of  Moses." 
Here  is  the  command  to  the  believers,  they  were 
to  keep  the  law  of  Moses;  to  which  Peter  answers, 
"  God  which  knoweth  the  hearts,  bare  them  wit- 
ness, giving  them  the  Holy  Ghost,  even  as  he  did 
unto  us;  and  put  no  difference  between  us  and 
them,  purifying  their  hearts  by  faith.  Now  there- 
fore why  tempt  ye  God,  to  put  a  yoke  upon  the 
neck  of  the  disciples,  which  neither  our  fathers  nor 
we  were  able  to  bear  ?"  The  liberty  which  Peter 
here  alludes  to  is  the  liberty  of  the  Holy  Ghost, 
which  God  had  given  them,  which  Paul  calls  the 
law  of  the  Spirit  of  life,  which  made  him  free  from 
the  law  of  sin  a^nd  death;  and  "  where  the  Spirit 
of  the  I^rd  is  there  is  liberty,"  2  Cor.  iii.  17;  for, 
as  David  says,  the.  Spirit  of  God  is  a  free  Spirit, 
Psalm  li.  12.  The  rule  that  Peter  gives  them  is 
faith,  which  purjfies  the  heart.  The  unbearable 
yoke  that  they  were  going  to  tempt  God  with,  by 
galling  the  neck  of  the  disciples,  was,  first,  the 
needfulness  of  circumcision:  Secondly,  a  command 
to  keep  the  law  of  Moses ;  and  it  is  called  tempt- 
ing God,  because  it  was  a  reflection  cast  upon  lib 
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work  who  had  purified  their  hearts  by  faith,  md 
sent  his  spirit  to  govern  and  lead:  them  into  all 
truth;  as  if  the  Holy  Ghost  was  not  sufficient  to 
make  them  obedient,  nor  God's  purifying  their 
liearts  a  sufficient  purification,  nor  faith  a  sufficient 
rule,  without  yoking  them  with  the  kilHng  letter 
as  the  only  rule  of  life.  And  as  it  wais  then  so  it 
is  now ;  every  man  that  refuses  to  tempt  God^  and 
that  will  not  bring  forth  this  yoke,  and  that  does 
not  affirm  that  the  killing  letter  is  the  living  man's 
only  rule  of  life,  is  an  Antinomian,  a  licentious 
person,  a  man  in  errors,  one  that  makes  void  the 
law,  and  is  cried  down  by  every  blind  watchman, 
though  they  cannot  bring  one  text  to  prove  that 
the  belijev^r  is  un(;ler  the  law  as  a  rule  of  life;  nor 
one  text  that  calls  Moses'  law  the  believer's  rule  of 
life;  nor  one  text  from  God's  book  to  overthrow 
this  doctrine,  this  everlasting  gospel :  Paul  saysy 
they  know  not  what  they  say,,  nor  wherqof  they 
affirm.  ^  . 

If  it  be  urged  that  the  command,  thou  shalt  love 
the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart,  is  still  a  yoke 
upon  the  believer's  neck:  it  is  answered,  the  be- 
liever is  not  under  the  law,  but  under  grace ;  not 
an  heir  of  wrath,  nor  of.  the  commandments,  but 
an  lieir  of  promise:  and  he  is  to  take  th^  com- 
mandment to  the  promise,  which  belongs  to  the 
better  covenant;  and  he  will  find  that  God  has 
promised  to  circumcise  his  heart,  and  that  he  shall 
love  the  Lord  that  he  may  live.  Paul  makes  adif- 
feixjuce  between  the  commandanent  and  Christ; 
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^^  I  have  loved  thee  with  an  everlasting  love^  and 
therefore  with  loving  kindness  have  I  drawn  thee," 
is  in  a  promise,  and  is  better  than  a  command: 
tney  shall  love  me  is  safer  and  better  than  do  love 
me;  it  comes  from  the  better  covenant,  established 
upon  better  promises  than  conditional  ones,  and  is 
sure  to  all  the. chosen  seed. 

I  have  consfdered  Solomon's  conclusion  of  the 
whole  matter,  ^  Fear  God  and  keep  his  command- 
ments ;  for  this  is  the  whole  duty  of  man,'-  and 
have  deliberately  considered  all  that  you  have 
drawn  from  the' text;  and  I  have  likewise  con- 
sidered Paul's  comment  on  Solomon's  words,  which 
differs  much  from  yours.  .  *^  Now  the  end  of  the 
commandment  is  charity,  out  of  a  pure  heart  and 
of  a  good  conscience,  and  of  faith  unfeigned ;  from 
which  some  having  swerved  have  turned  aside  unto 
vain  jangling ;  desiring  to  be  teachers  of  the  law ; 
understanding  neither  what  they  say,  nor  whereof 
they  affirm,"  iTim.  i.  5-^7-  What  Solomon  calls 
the  conclusion  of  the  whole  matter,  Paul  calls  the 
end  of  the  commandment ;  James  calls  the  perfect 
law  of  liberty ;  Peter  calls  tlie  gift  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  and  of  purifying  faith ;  which  is  the  Sa^ 
yiour's  easy  yoke  and  springing  well;  which  is 
Paul's  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life ;  Solomon's  law  of 
the  wise ;  the  prophets'  law  that  went  forth  out 
of  Zion;  the  apostles  law  of  fiiithj  Peter's  holy 
commandment  delivered  unto  ys;  and  that  the 
end  of  the  commandment,  which  is  charity,  out  of 
an  heart  purified  by  faith,  attended  with  a  good 
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conscience,  which  all  turn  from  who  end  in  the 
flesh,  and  give  themselves  up  to  vain  jangling,  or 
to  talking  about  things  which  they  understand  - 
not. 

If  my  friend  objects,,  and  enforces  the  com- 
mands of  Christ  concerning  hearing  the  word, 
attending  the  Lord's  supper,  &c.  &c.  it  is  an- 
swered, the  Spirit  shall  lead  them  into  all  truth; 
and  if  the  Spirit  lead  them  not  it  is  serving  in  the 
oldness  of  the  letter,  contrary  to  the  apostle's  doc- 
trine, which  he  received  not  of  men,  nor  was  he 
taught  it,  but  by  the  revelation  of  Jesus  Christy. 
Gal.  i.  1 2.  And  if  purifying  faith  be  not  the  rule 
of  the  believer's  actions  or  obedience  to  the  com- 
mands of  Christ,  and  if  he  be  not  fully  persuaded 
by  the  Spirit  of  faith  in  his  own  mind,  his  works 
are  sin ;  *^  whatsoever  is  not  of  faith  is  sin;"  to  the 
unbelieving  there  is  nothing  pure,  their  mind  and 
conscience  is  defiled,  Titus  i.  15.  Nor  does  their 
obedience  spring  from  that  charity  which  is  the  , 
end  of  the  commandment, ,  out  of  a  pure  heart,  of 
e  good  conscience,  arid  of  faith  unfeigned;  but  is 
-a  swerving  from  it.  This  is  gospel  that  can  never 
be  overthrown ;  gospel  which  God  ever  has  and 
ever  will  set  his  seal  to ;  gospel  which  no  hypocrite 
ever  knew  in  the  power  thereof;  gospel  that  shall 
never  pass  away,  even  when  heaven  and  earth  arc 
both  removed: 

It  will  be  expected  that  my  unknowti  fric»d 
will  send  me,  in  his  answer  to  this,  from  the  word 
of  God,  an  account  pf  the  bad  eifects,  licentious 
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practices,  and  libertinism,  that  this  doctrine  has 
produced  in  the  saints  of  God ;  and  likewise  an 
account  from  3cr»pture  of  the  superior  holiness, 
fruitfulness,  or  usefulness,  that  has  demonstrated 
itself  in  those  who  have  tempted  God,  putting  the 
commanding  yoke  of  the  law  upon  the  disciples' 
necks ;  or,  as  Paul  says,  swerved  from  this  end  of 
the  commandment,  virhich  is  charity  out  of  a  pure 
heart,  to  the  study  and  practice  of  vain  jangling, 
or  desiring  to  be  teachers  of  the  law,  knowing 
neither  what  they  say  nor  whereof  they  affirm. 
.     It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  men  love  or 
desire  to  be  teachers  of  the  law ;  the  letter  is  morie 
superficial,  it  lays  nearer  home,  and  is  within  the 
compass  of  nature.     But  as  for  this  mystery,  to 
an  unenlightened,  unquickened,  uninspired,  un» 
renewed  minister  of  the  letter,  it  is  too  profound 
a  depth ;  the  natural  man  receives  it  not,  nor  can 
he  know  it,  because  it  is  spiritually  discerned,  and 
by  the  saints  powerfully  felt;  but  it  will  ever  re- 
main a  parable  in  the  tnouth  of  foqls,  Prov.  xxvi,  7. 
Tliese  are  the  great  thipgs  of  Qod's  law,  and  they 
are  accounted  a  strange  thing,  Hos.  viii.  12.     It 
cyDntains  all  the  weighty  matters  of  the  law,  judg- 
ment, mercy,  faith,  and  the  Ipve  of  God,  and 
teaches  a  maii  tp  do  the  lesser  matters  in  faith, 
and  under  the  constraining  povyer  of  the  Spirit  of 
love' and  of  a  sound  mindj  sound  in  the  faith,  and 
inspired  with  love,  which  will  make  a  man  obe- 
dicirt  unto  death ;  ^-  love  is  strong  as  death  ;"t  and 
so  thoi^e  saints  found 'it  who  "  loved  not  their  lives 
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unto  the  death,"  Rev^  xii.  11.  I  come  now  to  an- 
other branch  of  this  perfect  law  of  liberty,  which 
is  to  be  continued  in,  if  a  man  will  be  blessed  in 
his  deed. 

"  Know  ye  not,  brethren,  (for  I  speak  to  them 
that  know  the  law),  how  that  the  law  hath  domi- 
nion over  a  man  as  long  as  he  liveth?  For  the 
woman  which  hath  an  husband  is  bound  by  the 
law  to  her  husband  so  long  as  he  liveth;  but  if 
the  husband  be  dead  she  is  loosed  from  the  law  of 
her  husband.  So  then,  if  while  her  husband  liveth 
she  be  married  to  another  man,  she  shall. be  called 
^n  adulteress;  but  if  her  husband  be  dead  she  is 
free  from  that  law;  so  that  she  is  np  adulteress 
though  she  be  married  to  another  man.  Where- 
fore, mybtethren,  ye  also  are  become  dead  to  the 
law  by  the  body  of  Christ,  that  ye  should  be  mar- 
ried to  another,  even  to  him  who  is  raised  from 
the  dead,  that  we  should  bring  forth  fruit  unto 
God."  If  Paul  has  any  meaning  I  think  it  amounts 
to  this;  that  the  law  has  the  same  dominion  over 
the  sinner,  that  expects  hfe  ot  help  from  it  by  bis 
own  obedience  to  the  rules  of  it,  ias  the  husband 
has  over  his  wife  by  the  Jaw  of  marriage ;  .and  the 
law  communicates  bondage  to  the  ^oul,  w;hich.tbc 
soul  naturally  genders  to,  until  the  soul  b^  preg- 
nant with  horror,  despair,  and  misery,  jusit;  as  a 
man  communicates  seed  to  a  wife,  who  brings 
forth  a  stili'boraor  dead  child,  which' is- thp  wor«t 
of  labours  without.any  heir  to  satisfy,  the  buabftnd, 
as  Paul  aims  (to  prove.     "  For,  when,  we  were  in 


41 

the  flesh,  the  motions  of  sin,  which  were  by  the 
law,  did  work  in  our  members  to  bring  forth  fruit 
unto  death,"  Rom.  vii.  5.  But  when  God  tells  the 
poor  sinner,  who  is  so  fond  of  being  Moses's  dis- 
jciple,  that  "  Moses  my  servant  is  dead ;"  and  the 
soul  is  quickened  to  feel  and  enlightened  to  see 
that  the  law  is  a  killing  letter,  the  law  of  death, 
and  ministration  of  coodemnation ;  and  that  the 
soul  can  bring  forth  no  finiit  to  God  under  its  gen- 
dering bondage,  ho  fruit  but  frujt.unto  death  or. 
dead  works ;  the  soul  seeing  a  dead  husband,  and 
a  dead  law,  that  cannot  give  life,  the  soul  is  loosed 
fi'om  that  law ;  nor  is  it  an  adulteress,  nor  an  Anti- 
nomi^n,  though  it  be  married  to  j^nother  man.  For 
that  law  has  no  more  power  over  such  a  soul  than 
the  corpse  of  Anna's  husband  had  over  her,  who 
bad  been  a  widow  upwards  of  forty  years,  and  had 
lived  with  an  l\usband  but  seven  years  from  her 
virginity,  and  was  then  waiting  to  be  married  to 
the  consolation  of  Israel,  Luke  ii;  36,  The  way 
that  the  soul  gets  released  from  tlmt  law  is  by  the 
body  of  Christ.  The  soul  sees  that  the  law  cursed 
the  Saviour  as  well  iis  the  sinner,  and  that  the 
Lord  died  under  the  law ;  that  it  was  the  law  of 
death  to  the  Saviour  as  well  as  to  the  sinner;  and, 
finding  Chirist  raised  from^  the  dead,  it  goes  after 
him  and  unites  with  him,  and  is  begotten  to  a 
liv*ely  hope  by  his  resurrection  from  the  dead;  and 
Christ  formed  in  the  soul  the  hope  of  glory  is  aiL 
incorruptible  seed  indeed,  a  precious  fruit.  Such 
are  no  adulteresses  though  they  be  married  to  an- 
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other  man.  Nor  do  they  deserve  the  name  of 
licentious  Antinomi'ans,  seeing  the  Holy  Ghost- 
affirmeth  that  this  is  done  that  they  may  bring 
forth  fruit  unto  God,  Rom.  vii.  4;  namely,  the 
fruits  of  the  Spirit.  If  the  rigorous  husband  of  ^ 
poor  simple  woman  be  dead,  according  to  Paul's 
doctrine,  one  would  think  that  he  could  command 
her  person,  pinch  her  belly,  and  beat  her  back  no 
more;  and  that  the  other  man  whom  she  had  mar- 
ried had  got  the  sole  and  whole  command  of  her ; 
I  am  sure  he  has  by  the  laws  of  God^  and  by  the 
covenant  of  wedlock,  or  else  I  know  not  who 
^vould  marry  a  widow,  to  have  her  hunted  with 
the  commands  of  a  ghost.  However,  if  the  killing 
commandments  of  the  dead  husband  be  the  be- 
liever's only  rule  of  lifcj  who  is  espoused  to  Christ 
by  faith,  this  is  the  case ;  Moses,  the  Lord's  ser- 
vant, has  still  the  command  and  dominion  over 
the  bride  the  Lamb's  wife,  Rev.  xxi.  9.  And  not- 
withstanding  his  being  dead,  as  God  afiirms,  yet 
he  must  manage  the  household  of  faith,  and  give 
the  only  rule  of  life  to  the  queen,  although  she  be 
exalted  to  stand  at  the  right  hand  of  the  king  in 
gold  of  Ophir,  Psalm  xlv.  p.  If  she  be  at  the  right 
hand  of  the  king,  they  do  her  much  wrong  who 
place  her  at  the  foot  of  a  servant;  one  would  think 
that,  as  he  was  not  permitted  to  go  into  the  pro- 
mised laiid,  though  he  fain  would,  which  was  But 
a  faint  type  of  heaven,  he  could  never  have  such 
power  over  the  house  or  church  of  Christ,  which 
is  so  often  emphatically  called  heaven. 
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We  are  under  the  law  as  the  rule  of  life,  say 
some ;  then  the  law  of  liberty  is  far  from  being 
perfect.  One  would  think  that  souls  espoused  to 
Christ,  aiid  married  to  him,  that  they  should  bring 
forth  fruit  unto  God,  were  under  no  law  biit  that 
of  the  husband ;  or,  as  Paul  sayai,  under  the  law  to 
Christ.  And  I  am  sure  it  is  so  with  souls  wedded 
to  Moses,  he  has  the  whole  command  of  them,  for 
they  are  without  the  spiritual  law  of  life  alto- 
gether: and  surely  the  second  husband  has  as 
much- right  as  the  first;  if  we  allow  this  man  to 
be  worthy  of  as  much,  Paul  says,  he  is  counted 
worthy  of  more  glory  than  Moses,  inasmuch  as  he 
who  hath  builded  the  house,  as  Jacob  built  the 
house  of  Israel  by  Rachel  and  Leah,  Riith  iv.  1 1,  is 
worthy  of  more  honour  than  the  house,  Heb.  iii.  3. ' 
It  is  clear  that  all  the  fruit  brought  forth  under 
Moses  was  but  dead  works,  or  friiit  unto  death; 
therefore  he  built  no  house  or  household  but  that 
of  the  bond  woman,  who  is  affirmed  to  be  desolate; 
and,  with  respect  to  God,  she  is  said  to  have  Ho 
husband.  Gal  iv.  fi7;  and  therefore  all  her  off" 
spring  arc  a  bastard  rac,e  of  dead  children,  dead  in 
trespasses  and  sins,  which  are  sunk  into  the  syna-' 
gogue  of  Satan  instead  of  a  righteous  nation,  called 
the  living,  that  are  to  rise  up  and  praise  Christ, 
Isaiah  xxxviii.  19-  Hence  we  learn  that  souls 
under  the  law  wedded  to  Moses  are  not  God's 
wife ;  they  bring  forth  fynit  unto  death,"  not  unto 
God ;  they  are  free  from  righteousness.  God  says, 
I  am  not  their  husband;  Moses  has  full  command 
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of  them,  though  he  accuses  them  day  and  night; 
and  Christ  himself  always  sends  such  souls  to  the 
law,  that  thfey  may  liot  marry  anothfer  while  the 
first  husband  lives.  But  when  an  accusing  Moses, 
and  his  killing  law,  have  executed  their  sentence 
of  death  on  the  soul,  it  is  then  dead ;  and  if  Christ  - 
quickens  it  and  enlightens  it,  and  it  flies,  as  Ruth 
did,  to  his  skirt,  if  he  spreads  his  skirt  over  it  it  is 
a  time  of  love,  and  if  he  enters  into  a  matriage 
covenant  with  such  a  soul  it  becomes  his  own, 
Ezek.  xvi.  8.  He  has  the  whole  command  of 
such,  and  the  full  possession  of  them ;  he  has  mar- 
ried the  soul. that  was  in  a  state  of  widowhood, 
and  says  thy  Maker  is  thy  husband;'  thou  shalt 
remember  the  reproach  of  thy  widowhood  no  more. 
Thus  he  marries  the  widow,  discharges  her  debts, 
redeems  the  mortgaged  inheritance,  raises  up  the 
name  of  the  dead  upon  it,  and  does  worthily  in 
Ephratah,  and  is  famous  in  Bethlehem,  Ruth  iv.  1 L 
Paul  tells  us  that  he  was  dead  to  the  law; 
"  I  through  the  Jaw  am  dead  to  the  law,  that  I 
might  live  unto  God."  He  tells  us  that  when  the 
commandment  came  sin  revived,  and  he  died; 
that  sin  took  occasion  by  the  commandment,  de- 
ceived himj  and  by  it  slew  him,  Rom.  vii.  1 1.  One 
would  think  tl^at,  when  a  law  has  apprehended  a 
transgressor,  arraigned  him,  tried  him,  cast  him, 
condemned  him,  executed  him,  and  buried  bim, 
he  was  got  out  of  the  reach  of  thai  rule  of  life. 
Paul  says  the  law  came  to  him,  it  apprehended 
him,  sin  revived,  he  was  found  guilty ;  it  took.au 
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occasion  by  the  law  to  expose  him  to  death,  de- 
ceived him,  with  respect  to  all  hopes  in  it,  and 
slew  him  by  the  sentence  of  it ;  that  he  was  dead 
and  buried  with  Christ,  or  planted  together  with 
him  in  the  likeness  of  his  death.  If  so,  one  would 
have  thought  that  it  had  done  with  himl 

But,  according  to  some,  this  kilhng  letter,  or 
moral  law,  has  never  done  with  the  believer;  they 
would  make  it  like  the  Popish  law,  which  makes 
"a  believer  in  Christ  a  heretic;  condemns  him, 
curses  him  with  bell,  book,  and  candle,,  and  burns 
him  to  ashes,  and  yet  pursues  him  stilt;  if  he  goes 
to  purgatory,  it  follows  him  ;  if  to  heaven,  it  holds 
the  keys  of  that ;  and  at  the  judgment  day  there 
can  be  no  favour  or  mercy  without  Popish  absolu- 
tion. So  some  handle  the  law  of  Moses;  though 
it  kills  a  man,  and  he  is  crucified,  dead,  buried, 
and  risen  again  through  the  operation  of  God;  yet 
the  commandment  that;  came,  which  deceived  and 
slew  him,  is  still  his  only  rule  of  life;  it  is  still 
binding,  and  if  he  goes  into  heaven  itself  it  pur- 
sues him,  for  the  very  angels  round  the  throne 
are  governed  by  it,  as  some  affirm;  which  is 
strange,  as  God's  voice,  whether  in  the  law  or 
in  the  gospel,  is  declared  to  be  to  the  sons  of  men, 
Prov  viii.  4. 

It  has  been  a  puzzling  matter  to  me  to  find 
out  what  it  is  that  appears  in  Moses'  ministry,  with 
respect  to  success,  that  makes  people  so  eager  to 
copy  after  him.  He  led  the  people  forty  years  in 
the  wilderness  it  is  true,  but  he  was  so  far  from 
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exceeding  the  apoiitles  and  evangelists  in  success^ 
with  respect  to  conversion  work,  that  he  declares 
*'  the  Lord  has  not  given  you  an  heart  to  perceive, 
and  ,eyes  to  see,  and  ears  to  hear  unto  this  day,'* 
Deut.  xxix.  4 ;  and  calls  them  a  perverse  gene- 
ration, a  nation  void  of  counsel,  and  children  in 
whom  is  no  faith,  Deut.  xxxii.  20.  And  we'  know 
that  their  carcases  fell  in  unbelief  twenty  thousand 
together.  Yea,  and  the  Jews  for  rejecting  of  Christ 
and  cleaving  to  Moses  were  destroyed  by  infinite 
numbers,  and  with  an  infinite  destruction ;  and  a 
Pharisee,  who  is  the  greatest  advocate  for  the  law, 
is  farther  from  the  kingdom  of  God  than  publi- 
cans and  harlots;  and  if  Moses  be  but  read  the  vail 
is  upon  their  hearts,  nor  can  it  be  taken  away  till 
they  turn  to  the  Lord. 

No  fruits  are  brought  forth  under  the  law  but 
wild  grapes,  wild  figs,  untimely  fruits,  dead  works,^ 
mercenary  and  eye  service,  and  fVjuits  unto  death; 
and  all  spring  from  the  base  principles  of  slavish 
fear;  done  to  get  a  name  or  to  be  seen  of  men,  to 
merit  heaven,  and  bring,  God  in  debtor  to  them  : 
their  works  spring  from  the  fear  of  a  condemned 
criminal,  which  is  the  worst  of  roots,  and  are  di* 
rected  to  self,  the  worst  of  ends ;  hence  Israel  is 
said  to  be  an  empty  vine,  not  united  to  Christ  the 
true  vine,  therefore  he  brings  forth  fruit  to  himself, 
Hosea  x.  1 ;  whereas  the  Christian  finds  that  from 
God  is  his  fruit  found,  Hos.  xiv.  8 ;  and  instead  of 
bringing  forth  fruit  to  himself  he  must  deny  him- 
self daily. 
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With  respect  to  its  usefulness  to  instruct  the 
children  of  God,  it  may  be  answered,  believers  are 
not  without  teachers ;  the  Lord  their  God  teaches 
them  to  profit,  Isaiah  xlviii.  17.  He  teaches  them 
by  the  Spirit  of  Ibve,  Q  Tim.  i-  7 ;  to  love  him, 
Deut.  XXX.  6.  Yea,  and  they  are  taught  of  God 
to  love  one  another,  1  Thes*  iv.  9.  Christ,  the  great 
prophet  of  the  church,  teaches  them  also.  It  is 
not  now,  remember  the  law  of  Moses  my  servant, 
but  it  is,  "  this  is  my  beloved  Son,  hear  ye  him." 
"  All  thy  children  shall  be  taught  of  the  Loixl ; 
and  great  shall  be  the  peace  of  thy  children.**  The 
Spirit  of  God,  "  the  anointing  which  ye  have  re- 
ceived of  him,  abideth  in  you ;  and  ye.  need  not 
that  any  man  teach  you  [if  he  be  a  minister  of  the 
letter,  or  one  that  brings  rules  of  life  from  the 
snares  of  death] :  but,  as  the  same  anointing  teach- 
eth  you  of  all  things,  and  is  true,  and  is  no  lie,  and 
even  as  it  hath  taught  you,  ye  shall  abide  in  him,** 
1  John  ii.  27.  The  grace  of  God,  that  bringeth 
salvation,  teaches  them  to  deny  ungodliness  and 
worldly  lust,  and  to  live  soberly,  righteously,  and 
godly  in  this  present  world,  Titus  ii.  11,  12.  The 
believers  own  reins,  when  God  tries  him,  instruct 
him  in  the  night  season,  Psalm  xvi.  7.  "  The 
heart  of  the  wise,  [being  a  new  heart,  which  con- 
tains a  new  spirit,]  teacheth  his  mouth,  and  addeth 
learning  to  his  lips."  Thus  the  children  of  God 
aie  not  without  teachers,  nor  yet  without  divine 
and  infeUible  teachers.  And  I  would  to  God  that 
the  saints  would  attend  a  little  more  to  their  di- 


48 

viiie  teaching;  they  would  not  stumble  upoti  the 
dark  mountains,  be  tossed  about  with  every  blind 
guide  and  wind  of  doctrine,  and  go  hood-winked,, 
groping  for  the  wall  at  noon-day,  as  numbers  of 
them  do.  But,  alas,  alas  I  instead  of  searching  the 
Scriptures,  as  they  are  commanded  to  do,  which 
are  able  to  make  them  wise  to  salvation,  through 
faith  that  is  in  Christ  Jesus,  they  load  their  shelves, 
and  stuff  their  heads  with  the  notions  pf  what  are 
called  the  fathers ;  when,  if  they  would  try  thepi 
by  God  s  standard,  they  would  find  that  not  one 
half  of  their  notions  would  stand  the  touchstone 
of  God's  word.  If  believers  w^ere  to  go  to  the 
grea!t  infallible  Head  and  Prophet  of  the  church 
by  humble  prayer,  they  would  find  their  judgment 
better  informed,  their  thoughts,  mord  established, 
and  their  hearts  more  firmly  fixed,  than  ever  they 
will  be  by  reading  a  thousand  folio  volumes  of 
such  mongrel  divinity,  dashed  with  whole  bowls 
of  popery ;  where  you  may  hunt  for  seven  yeai\s 
and  never  find  one  page  that  can,  in  the  3trictest 
sense,  be  called  the  everlasting  gospel. 

There  arc  libraries,  consisting  chiefly  of  ancient 
books,  that  cost  fifty  thousand  pounds,  and  I 
would  not  go  fifty  steps  to  call  them  all  my  own 
if  stripped  of  that  despised  book  called  the  Bible, 
and  a  few  more  that  I  could  name,  which  were 
•\vritten  by  our  own  divines.  I  am  fully  persuaded 
that  every  believer  may  get  divinity  more  pure 
from  adulteration,  more  powerful,  more  satisfac- 
tory, more  establishing,  by  humble  prayer  to  Christ 
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Jesus,  in  one  hour,  than  ever  he  will  get  from  all 
those  authors  that  arc  called  the  fathers,  who  were 
as  blind  as  bats,  and  their  writings  as  full  of  con- 
fusion as  a  gentleman's  garret  is  full  of  lumber, 
*'  If  any  of  you  lack  wisdom  let  him  ask  of  God, 
who  giveth  liberally  and  upbraideth  not;  and  it 
shall  be  given  him." 

It  is  when  men  get  cold  to  God;  dead  to  study; 
powerless  and  faithless  in  prayer;  shy  of  the  Lord; 
at  a  distance  from  his  throne ;  and  beneath  hea- 
venlymindedness,  and  void  of  heavenly  medita- 
tion ;  that  they  fly  to  these  fathers  instead  of  flying 
to  the  Father  of  eternity,  where  wisdom,  mercy^ 
and  comfort  may  be  got ;  for  he  is  "  the  Father  of 
mercies,  and  God  of  all  comfort;''  and  I  know  that 
he  will  withhold  no  good  thing  fi'om  them  that 
walk  uprightly.  Psalm  Ixxxiv.  11,. 

As  to  the  letter  of  the  ten  commandments  being 
an  infallible  rule  of  direction,  is  answered  thus; 
they  lead  to  thd  unity  of  God;  that  law  prohibits 
idol  worship  and  all  covetousness,  and  commands 
love  to  the  neighbour ;  but  we  are  neither  to  serve 
God  nor  worsiiip  God  in  the  oldness  of  the  letter; 
he  will  be  worshipped  in  spirit  and  in  truth,  and 
served  in  the  newness  of  the  spirit  also  :  it  is  he 
that  caused  the  light  to  shine  out  of  darkness,  that 
shinfes  into  our  hearts,  and  gives  us  the  light  of 
the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God  in  the  face  of 
Jesus  Christ.  God's  worship,  and  G6d's  service, 
are  to  be  performed  under  tlie  Spirit's  influence; 
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"  God  is  a  spirit,  and  they  that  worship  him  must 
worship  him  in  spirit  and  in  truth."  Although  the 
law  foi'bids  covetousness,  the  power  of  it  will  never 
make  any  man  hat^  it ;  "  the  law  is  weak  through 
the  flesh;"  the  law  of  unfeigned  faith,  that  works' 
liy  love  out  of  a  pure  conscience,  will  make  a  man 
hate  covetousness.  "  Pray  for  us,V  says  Paul,  "  for 
we  trust  We  have  a  good  conscience  in  all  things, 
willing  to  live  honestly," 

God  has  not  left  his  people  without  sufficient 
directions,  nor  yet  without  a  director.  ^*  In  all 
thy  ways  acknowledge  God,  and  he  shall  direct 
thy  paths-"  Wisdom  is  profitable  to  direct ;  "  I 
will  direct  their  work  in  truth,"  says  God ;  "  and 
I  will  make  an  everlasting  covenant  with  them," 
Isaiah  Ixi.  8.  "  It  is  not  in  man  that  walketh  to 
direct  his  steps."  "  I  will  instruct  thee,  and  teach 
thee  in  the  way  which  thou  shalt  go ;  I  will  guide 
thee  with  mine  eye.  Be  ye  not  as  the  horse  or  as 
the  mule  which  have  no  understanding,"  Psalm 
xxxii.  8,  9.  "I  will  bring  the  blind  by  a  way 
that  they  know  not ;  I  will  lead  them  in  paths  that 
they  have  not  known ;  I  will  make  darkness  light 
before  them,  and  crooked  things  straight:  these 
things  will  I  do  unto  them  and  not  forsake  them." 
.  Sending  the  citizens  of  Zioh  fco  Sinar  for  rules 
of  life  and  direction,  is  a  contempt  of  mount  Zion, 
and  of  the  heavenly  Jerusalem,  to  which  the  Spirit 
of  God  leads  all  believers,  Heb.  xii.  22 ;  and  is  no 
less  tfian  a  contempt  of  the  King  of  saints,  whom 
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God  hath  set  on  that  most  holy  hilL  Making  the 
letter  the  only  rule  of  life,  is  sending  the  saints 
wrong,  forasmuch  as  the  Lord  hath  said  unto  them, 
they  shall  henceforth  return  no  more  that  way, 
Deut.  xvii.  16-  They  have  compassed  that  mount 
long  enough,  Deut.  ii.  2,  3.  Moses  is  dead  and 
buried,  Joshua  i.  2.  Joshua  is  to  take  the  lead. 
It  is  bewitching  the  people,  Gal.  iii.  1 ;  it  is  send- 
ing them  to  the  old  yoke  of  bondage,  Gal.  v.  J ; 
which  is  a  contempt  of  the  Saviour's  yoke,  Matt 
xi.  29 ;  it  is  turning  their  back  upon  grace ;  it  is 
abusing  their  liberty;  it  is  making  Christ  of  none 
effect  to  them,  Gal.  v.  4 ;  and  that  he  should  pro- 
fit them  nothing,  Gal.  v.  2. 

Elijah,  who  travelled  l^rty  days  into  the  wil- 
derness in  order  to  go  to  Horeb,  instead  of  going 
to  mount  Zion,  was  asked  twice,  by  way  of  re- 
proof, first  in  a  storm,  ^nd  then  by  a  still  voice, 
"  What  doest  thou  here,  Elijah?"  1  Kings  xix.  9. 1 3; 
which  was  attended  with  an  earthquake,  a  whirl- 
wind, and  a  fire ;  God  would  not  take  him  to  hea- 
ven from  that  mount,  though  he  requested  to  die 
there ;  that  is  not  the  new  and  living  way,  Heb. 
X..20;  he  must  go  back  to  the  Holy  Land,  over 
the  river  Jordan  again,  and  into  the  plains  of  Je- 
richo, where  Joshua,  typical  of  our  Captain,  first 
took  the  lead,  before  the  fiery  chariot  appeared  to 
take  him  to  heaven,  2  Kings  ii.  11. 

Nor  can  sending  living  souls  to  a  killing  letter 
for  rules  of  life  be  any  way  promotive  of  fruitful- 
ness.    There  can  be  no  fruit  brought  forth  to  God's 
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glory  without  an  union,  by  the  Spirit  of  love,  to 
Christ  the  living  vine:  the  branch  cannot  bear 
fruit  of  itself.  No  good  fruit  till  the, corrupt  tree 
be  made  good  by  grace ;  **  make  the  tree  good  and 
liis  fruit  will  be  good ;  a  good  tree  cannot  bring 
forth  evil  fruit"  No  good  works  without  faith ; 
^^  whatsoever  is  not  of  faith  is  sin :"  no  honest  la- 
.  bours  without  love  :  no  spiritual  fruits  without  the 
Spirit  of  God  produce  them :  no  works  done  ac- 
ceptable to  God,  unless  he  work  in  us  both  to  will 
and  to  do  them. 

Nor  does  this  doctrine  remove  the  bounds  of 
the  church,  nor  leave  her  without  her  enclosures, 
unless  it  can  be  proved  that  God's  putting  his  laws 
in  their  hearts,  and  writing  them  in  their  minds, 
giving  them  a  new  heart  and  a  new  spirit;  putting 
his  fear  within  them,  and  promising  they  shall  not 
depart  fi"om  him;  holding  them  in  his  hand  so 
that  the  gates  of  hell  cannot  prevail  against  thiem ; 
causing  them  to  walk  in  his  statutes,  to  keep  his 
judgments  and  do  them;  being  a  wall  of  fire 
round  about  them,  |)lacing  salvation  for  walls  and 
bulwarks,  and  keeping  them  by  his  mighty  power 
througli  faith;  can  be  called  removing  the  bounds 
and  taking  away  the  enclosures  of  the  church. 
And  I  think  it  is  a  pity  that  such  a  dispensation 
of  superabounding  grace,  the  ministration  of  God*s 
eternal  Spirit,  should  find  no  more  favour  in  the 
eyes  of  poor  miserable  sinners,  nor  any  better  name 
than  that  of  Antinomianism.  For  my  part,  I  be- 
lieve it  will  go  by  another  name  at  the  restitution 
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of  all  tilings;  for,  if  Christ  restores  all  things,  lie 
win  doubtless  restore  his  own  gospel  to  its  proper 
name.  ♦ 

As  for  correcting  unruly  Christians  by  the  Islw] 
I  believe  the  saints'  law  is  written'  on  the  fleshly 
tables  of  every  beheving  heart  by  the  Spirit  pf 
God;  and  that  Christ  dwells  in  them  by  faith; 
and  that  he  keeps  his  royar  court  in  mount  Zion 
for- all  his  friends,  as  l>e  is  crowned  king  there; 
bu}:,'as  for  Sinaj,  it  is  his  court  of  judicature;  hg* 
appears  there  as  the  judge  of  all.  We  are  to  ap-^ 
prehend  the.  unruly,  and  t^kg  them  to  the  royal 
court,  and  to  the  bar,  of  equity;  and  appeal,  as 
Paul  did,  to  God  and<to  conscience  in  God  s  sightr 
and  when  the  unruly  feels  the  force  of  faitliful  re-^ 
proof,  backed  with  the  Scriptures  of  truth,  and 
seconded  by  bis  own  conscience,  it  will  be  mora 
mortifying  and  humbling  to  lihn  than  fl^\gging  him 
with  all  the  scourges  that  can  be  brought  Irom  the 
ininistration  of  death.  This  never  brought  a  sinner 
to  Christ,  nor  restored  a  backslider;  it  is  with  the 
cords  of  love  that  God  leads  a  soul  to  the  Saviour; 
p.nd  by  the  same  is  the  bj^ckslider  restored.  ^'^  I 
will  heal  their  backshdings;  I w^ill-lpve  t'lieni 
freely."  •  '         . 

Your  enforcing  the  command  to  love  God,  call- 
ing it  the  believer's  rule,  that  must  ever  remain 
binding,  is  not  speaking  as  the  oracles  of  God, 
We  know  that  the  law  commands  us  to  love  God; 
^nd  Ve  have  received  favours  enough  to  bring  u^ 
}U  delators  so  to  do;  but  the  carnal  mind  js  enmity 
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be.  There  is  nothing  that  the  law  demands  but 
what  the  gospel  ^ives;  and  there  is  nothing  that 
the  law  commands  that  it  helps  us  to  perform,  nor 
does  it  aiFord  strength,  life,  love,  holiness,  mercy, 
inclination,  or  power,  to  enable  us  to  give  it  its 
dues. 

I  know  we  are  commanded  to  walk  in  love  as 
Christ  hath  loved  us ;  but  we  must  settle  things 
on  their  own  proper  basis*  The  end  of  the  com- 
mandment is  charity ;  but  where  do  we  get  this 
charity  or  love?  why,  it  is  shed  abroad  in  our 
hearts  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  which  i^  given  unto  us. 
If  it  is  given,  it  is  from  the  covenant  of  promise, 
not  from  the  covenant  of  works ;  if  salvation  be  of 
grace  in  every  part,  it  is  no  more  of  works  in  any 
part.  Love  is  the  basis  of  a  covenant  of  grace ; 
J^  I  have  loved  thee  with  an  everlasting  love;**  the 
gift  of  Christ  is  the  wonderful  effect  of  it;  "  God 
so  loved  the  world  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten 
Son."  Jt  is^ith  lovingkindness  that  God  draws 
us  to  Christ;  no  man  can  come  unto  me,  except 
the  Father  which  hath  sent  me  draw  him/'  Love 
is  the  bond  of  the  everlasting  covenant ;  "  My  lov* 
ingkindness  I  will  not  utterly  take  from  him,  nor 
suiFer  my  faithfulness  to  fail."  Love  is  the  bond 
of  eternal  union  between  Christ  and  his  church  J 
Thou,  O  Father,  hast  loved  them  as  thou  hast 
loved  me,  Jpjm  xvii.  23.  Love  is  the  bond  of 
heartfelt  union  between  the  Lord  and  us;  "he 
that  dwelletb  in  Jovp  dwelleth  in  (5od,  and  God  ia 
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him  ;^  and  it  is  called  the  Jove  of  God  perfected 
in  us,  not  bur  love,  which  is  of  the  law ;  for  it  h 
said  not  that  we  loved  God^  but  that  he  loved  us. 
And  who  ever  sent  men  to  preachy  who  can  make 
no  difference  between  the  law  that  worketh  wrath, 
and  love  which  casteth  out  fear,  which  the  law 
genders ;  no  'difference  between  the  killing  letter 
and  the  bond  of  the  everlasting  covenant?  Let 
love  stand  upon  its  own  bottom,  fix  it  not  on  the 
Jetter  of  the  law.  The  law  reveals  the  wrath  to 
4Come ;  it  is  God's  magazine  which  contains  all  th^ 
treasures  of  hail  reserved  against  the  day  of  battle 
ajid  war,  Job  xxxviii.  22.  And  who  could  ever 
have  thought  that  the  only  rule  of  life  for  be- 
lievers could  be  brought  from  the  ministration  pf 
condemnation,  2  Con  iiL  9 ;  the  snares  of  death, 
Prov.  xiii.  14;  the  voice  of  words,  Heb.  xii.  19;, 
the  law  that  worketh  wrath,  Rom.  iv.  15;  the 
killing  letter,  2  Cor.  iii.  6 ;  the  law  that  is  against 
us,  Col.  ji.  14;  the  adversary  that  delivers  us  to 
the  judge  to  be  cast  into  prison,  Matt.  v.  g5 ;  ^ 
law  that  furnishes  the  sinner  with  an  accuser  be- 
fore God,  John  v.  45  ;'  that  is  coyitrqiry  tq  us,  Col. 
ii.  14;  that  cursed  tlje  Saviour  himself,,  though 
innocent,  Gal.  iii.  13;  because  he  undertook  for 
his  friends,  A  fiery  law,  Deut  xxxiii.  2 ;  ^,  fire 
kindled  in  God*s  anger,  Deut  xxxii.  22;  seven 
thunders  that  are  to  utter  their  voices.  Rev.  x.  3 ; 
a  shower  of  snares,  fire  and  brimstone,  and  an  hor-r 
rible  tempest,  Psalm  xi.  6;  a  fire  that  shall  burn 
to  the  lowest  hell,  Deut  xxxii.  Sg,    But  so  itisj 
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and  every  preachier  that  does  not  "bind,  this  griev- 
ous burden  upon  men's  shoulders;  that  does  not; 
turn  aside  to  vain  jangling;  that  refuses  to  tempt 
God  by  putting  this  yoke  upon  the  dispiples'  necks, 
ivhich  none  ^re  able  to  bear;  is  an.erroneous,manj 
a  man  of  a  bad  spirit;  one  that  mak^s  void  the  law; 
and  is,  as  I  have  been  often  called,  a  stinking  Anti- 
nomian.     God  be  merciful  to  such  men  1  I  havp 
no  other  glass  to  view  them  in  but  the  spriptures 
of  truth  and  my  own  .experience.     And,  as  God. 
liveth,  J  do  believe,  if  fifteen  out  of  twenty  of  pur 
present  preachers,  \yho  are  called  gospel  minis ter§, 
were  to  see  themselves  as  I  see  them  in  t)ie  light, 
pf  God's  word,  that  they  would  \yish  they  had 
never  been.borrij   curse  the  day  in  which  they 
took  upon  them  the  office  of  the  ministry,  and 
yrish  it  to  be  blotted  out  from  the  number  of  th^ 
months,  Jpb  iii.  6,     But,  alas,  alas!  there  are  none 
who  think  themselves  sufficient  for  these  thing;?, 
but  those  of  no  understanding!  A  blind  man  know§ 
not  haw  to  go  to  the  city,  Eccl.  x.  1^.     A  Wind, 
man  behbldptb  not  the  way  of  the  vineyards^  Job . 
jcxiv.  18.  .     . 

This  very  polite  letter  of  yours,  sir,  haij  drawn 
into  public  print  what  I  never  intended  to  make 
'  public.  I  have  suffered  so  much  by  what  I  have 
before  advanced,  that  I  intended  to  have  kept 
these  truths  close  between  God  and  my  own  soulj 
Tjvho  was  pleased,  unless  I  ^m  deceived^,  without 
|:he  help  of  any  author,  to  lead  me  into  them.  \ 
.Jjive  suiferefl  a  deal  for  what  I  liave  already  ad- 
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vanfcecl  from  the  pulpit  and  the  press  of  these 
matters ;  and,  for  my  part,  I  have  not  one  single 
doubt  of  the  whole  of  them,  being  the  truths  of 
the  everlasting  gospel  of  Christ  Jesus:  But  I  have 
been  termed  a  man  of  a  bad  spirit ;  a  dangerous 
man;  an. erroneous  man;  a  stinking  Antinomian ; 
a  contentious  man;  a  man  of  controversy;  a  man 
of  pride  and  reservedness,  putting  his  own  con- 
structions upon  scripture;  a  bully;  a  singular  man, 
who  wants  to  represent  all  other  ministers  as  neu- 
ters, and  himself  all  in  all. 

-  Old  women  have  pursued  me  w^ith  twopenny, 
fourpenny,  and  sixpenny  pamphlets,  of  their  own 
manufactory ;  a  boy  crying  them  from  one  chapel 
door,  where  I  preached,  to  the  other ; .  and  their 
squibs  have  beeii  sent  to  Portsmouth,  Bristol,  &c. 
w^herever  they  heard  that  my  books  were  sold- 
Ministers,  behind'  the  curtain,  who  pretended 
friendship  to  me,  have  told  these  old  wives  what 
brandy,  meaning  strength,  to  put  into  their  fables; 
what  sugar,  meaning  candour,  to  use ;  and  what 
gaul,  bitterness,  or  wormwood,  to  withhold. 

I  was  asked  to  go  to  Bristol  by  a  gentleman 
(whom  I  cautioned,  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  me^ 
as  I  was  so  danger(5us  a  man,)  who  would  insist 
upon  my  going  thither;  arid  without  my  desire, 
had  me  down.  The  poor  people  had  been  preju- 
diced to  that  degree  that  they  expected  to  find  me 
a  minister  of  Satan.  The  parsonmaker  levelled  his 
artillery  from  the  pulpit  till  he  was  quite  out  of 
lireath,  and  set  off 'for  London.    Another,  in  ohe 
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dience  to  the  Rev.  R.  H.  refused  to  invite  me  to 
his  pulpity  or  to  give  me  the  right  hand  of  fellow- 
ship.    I  wrote  to  Bristol  since,  offering  to  preach 
them  a  sermon,  being  engaged  to  go  into  Dorset- 
shire, but  was  denied ;  and  ah  this  sprung  from  a 
reverend  gentleman  of  Plymouth,  who  has  settled 
the  matters  of  Bristol  tabernacle  so  as  to  secure 
the  pulpit  against  Antinomians.     And  the  same 
gentleman,  I  shall  not  mention  his  name,  has  not 
acted  like  a  brother,  nor  has  he  done  the  Kinsman's 
part  by  me,  but  took  some  people  to  task  for  bring- 
ing my  books  into  Plymouth;,  and  a  reverend 
gentleman,  who  is  now  settled  at  Walthamstow, 
when  he  lived  at  Plymouth,  made  it  his  business 
to  ridicule  what  I  had  written,  in  order  to  imbitter 
the  people's  minds  against  the  doctrines ;  and  no 
wonder,  for,  if  these  doctrines  be  true,  what  be- 
comes of  theirs  ?  The  Bishop  of  Spa-fields  Chapel 
lampooned  me  in  public,  till  he  got  into  the  smoke 
of  Sinai,  insomuch,  that  some  discerning  people 
iquite  lost  sigjit  of  him.     Some  of  his  people  he 
excluded  from  the  society  because  they  came  to 
hear  me.    His  mandates  went  to  Bristol,  that  they 
mi^ht  not  be  infected;  and  to  Lewes  in  Sussex 
also.  Mr.  Barnet  refused  me  his  pulpit,  and  threat- 
ened to  leave  the  people  if  I  were  admitted ;  but 
a  Baptist  minister  kindly  threw  open  his  meeting, 
which  God  filled  with  people,  and  my  mouth  with 
arguinents.     The  congregation  at  Woking,  which 
God  raised  by  me,  must  send  me  their  final  dis- 
mission before  they  could  get  any  assistance  from 
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tht  Evangelical  Association  in  London.  The  Rev. 
R.  H.  left  his  prelatic  commands  at  Chatham^  and 
twice  sincjB  at  Greenwich,  never  to  admit  me  on 
peril  of  his  ifinal  leave.  If  any  of  these  charges 
are  false,  let  them  plead  their  innocence;  and  if 
the  doctrine  be  false,  let  them  be  overthrown. 

My  friend  may  well  ask,  What  is  my  sin?  What 
have  I  done  ?  Seeing  some  cry  one  thing  and  sonie 
another,  the  assemblies  are  confused, and  no  account 
.  given  of  the  cause  of  this  concourse ;  and  I  can 
give  none,  unless  it  be  for  this  one  voice,  that  I 
cried  among  them ;  touching  the  law,  I  said  it  is 
not  the  believer's  rule  of  life.  And  this  I  do  insist 
upon,  tliat  bondagp,  hardness  of  heart,  revealed 
wrath,  enmity  against  God,  desperation,  curses, 
hell  and  damnation,  are  the  best  things  that  men 
can  fetch  from  the  killing  letter  of  the  law  of 
Moses ;  whether  the  man  be  a  believer  or  an  in- 
fidel it  matters  not.  The  law  will  pursue  the  b6- 
liever  if  he  goes  there,  Christ  alone  i$  his  refuge; 
it  will  entangle  the  believer,  and  yoke  him  again 
if  he  looki^  for  help  there.  The  law  is  not  of  faith, 
but  of  works ;  it  is  not  of  believing,  but  of  doing: 
^  he  that  doth  these  things  shall  live  in  them,"  is 
its  language  to  the  end  of  the  chapter.  Work* 
are  works,  and  grace  is  grace  j  the  one  is  a  cove- 
nant of  works,  the  other  a  covenant  of  grace :  one 
was  given  by  Moses,  the  other  cAhie  by  Jesus  Christ, 
The  covenant  of  works  was  fiflade  with  man;  ii 
belongs  to  Adam,  and  all  his  children  in  the  fieiill 
that  bear  his  image :  tibe  covenant  of  grace  vM 
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made  with  Christ,'  and  all  his  seed  in  him.  The 
one  is  established  upon  unconditional  pronii«es, 
the  other  upon  the  conditions  of  dead  men's  per- 
formances ;  and  who  would  call  this  law  the  be- . 
liever's,  only  rule  of  life?  he  is  to  walk  and  Hve  by- 
faith  ;  he  is  to  worship  and  serve  God  in  the  new^- 
Hess  of  the  Spirit,  not  in  the  oldness  of  the  letter  ; 
fee  is  to  walk  in  love  as  Christ  hath  loved  him. 
And  it  is  plain  that  faith  worketh  by  love,  and  is 
attended  with  divine  hfe,  which  are  all  the  gifts 
of  God  in  Christ  Jesus ;  they  are  received  from 
his  fulness,  and  wrought  in  us,- and  are  no  less  than 
the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  in  Christ  Jesus,  which 
makes  us  free  from  the  law  of  sin  and  death.  If 
faith,  life,  holiness,  and  love,'Come  from  the  law 
of  the  Spirit,  why  are  they  ingrafted  upon  the  kill- 
ing letter?  and  why  is  the  believer  sent  to  fetch 
his  rule  of  life  fiom  that  law  which  was  once  his 
death  warrant?  why  this  confusion?  why  this 
turning  things  upside  down  ?  The  man  that  has 
got  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  in  hjm  is  the  man 
to  whom  the  Lord  speaks  by  Ins  Son.  He  speaks 
not  to  the  believer  out  of  the  cloudy  pillar,  nor 
out  .bf  thick  darkness.  He  has  spoken  to  us  in 
these  last  daj'^  by  his  Son;  and  it  is  to  the  believer 
that  he  thus  speaks;  "  Hearken  unto  me,  ye  that 
Tcnow  righteousness,  the  people  in  whose  heart  is 
my  law."  A  believer  is  a  righteous  man,  made  so 
fcy  imputation ;  and  the  law  is  not  made  for  the 
righteous,  but  for  the  lawless » and  disobedient, 
iTim.  i.  9.     God  speaks  to  the  children  df'the 
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flesh  in  the  law;  "  Now  we  know  that  what  things 
soever  the  law  saith,  it  saith  to  therh  who  are  under 
the  law/'  But  the  saints  are  not  under  the  law, 
but  under  grace,  Rom.  vi.  14.  The  law  is  a  yoke 
of  bondage  for  bond  children,  a  covenant  of  works 
for  proud  workmongers,  and  a  ministration  of 
condemnation,  to  curse  them  for  their  pride  and 
evil  works. 

As  to  what  David  says  of  the  law  being  perfect, 
converting  the  soul,  and  of  its  being  a  light  to  his 
feet  and  a  lamp  to  his  path,  it  is  soon  answered. 
The  killing  letter  never  converted  one  soul  to 
Christ  yet;  conversion  consists  in  turning  a  soul 
from  darkness  to  light,  from  the  love  of  sin  to  love 
God  with  all  his  heart;  which  is  attended  with 
faith,  repentance,  and  godly  sorrow,  which  flows 
from  a  sense  of  God's  love  to  him  in  Christ  Jesus ; 
all  which  come  from  the  covenant  of  grace.  Faith 
is  a  coming  to  Christ,  and  the  love  that  faith  works 
by  draws  his  heart  as  he  goes ;  and  both  these  are 
the  free  gift  of  God.  Christ  did  not  ifurnish  Saul 
with  these  spiritual  weapons,  which  are  mighty 
through  God  to  pull  down  strong  holds  from  the 
killing  letter.  I  send  thee  Paul  to  turn  sinner^ 
from  darkness  to  lights  and  from  the  power  of 
Satan  unto  God,  that  they  may  receive  forgive- 
ness of  sins,  and  an,  inheritance  among  them  that 
are  sanctified  by  faith  that  is  in  me,  Acts  xxvi.  10. 
The  brightest  light  that  shines  in  the  law  comes 
from  the  eye"  of  offended  justice;  it  was  in  the 
flames  of  Wrath  that  the  law  was  given  at  first)  it 
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was  added  because  of  transgression,  and  it  is  in 
that  awful  light  that  sinners  see,  their  own  con- 
demnation, as  Saul  and  Balaam  saw  their  own 
future  destruction ;  and  it  is  in  that  light  that  sixi- 
ners  will  see  their  endless  misery,  who  are  said  to 
lift  up  their  eyes  in  hell;  but  that  ligh£  discovers^ 
not  the  path  of  life,  which  is  called  the  path  of 
the  iust.  The  light  of  the  knowledge  of  the  glory 
of  God  shines  in  the  face  of  Jesus  Christ,  who  is 
the  true  light,  and  the  everlasting  light  of  all  his 
people ;  he  that  believeth  in  me,  says  the  Saviour^ 
shall  not  abide  in  darkness. 

David  was  not  without  the  law  of  faith;  he  telU 
you  he  believed,  therefore  hath  he  spoken ;  nor 
was  he  without  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life,  as 
appears  by  his  prayer ;  "  Take  not  thy  Holy  Spirit 
from  me.'*  It  was  in  thi5  law  that  he  saw  won- 
ders ;  as  for  the  ten  commandments,  he  prayed 
that  God  would  not  enter  into  jqdgTnent  with  his 
servant  under  them,  for  he  knew  the  command- 
ment was  exceeding  broad.  •  If  the  commandments 
afford  such  a  deal  of  light  to  our  feet,  how  comes 
it  that  our  present  advocates  for  them  ai^  so  ex- 
ceeding blind?  by  them  if  appears  that  Paul'*" 
assertions  are  true,  that  the  vail  remains  untakea 
away  in  reading  the  Old  Testament.  I  am  bold 
therefore  to  affirm,  sir,  that  David  and  you  have 
two  different  meanings. 

With  respect  to  what  ypu  have  heard  about 
my  speaking  lightly  of  the  law,  I  lelieve  you 
1^111  find,  in  this  my  answer  to  yours,  all  that  I 
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have  ever  said  about  it ;  and  you  must  judge  for 
yourself  whether  I  have  spoken  the  language  of 
Scripture  ot  not.  If  I  have,  lay  the  blame  where 
it  ought  to  be  laid ;  **  if  any  man  consent  not  to 
the  wholesome  words,  even  the  words  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  he  is  proud  knowing  nothing." 

However,  as  I  am  determined  to  publish  this 
answer  to  yours,  my  accusers  will  have  a  fair  op- 
portunity to  attack  the  doctrine.  I  have  advanced 
on  the  ground  of  truth;  I  have  fled  to  none  of 
those  poor  shifts  called  implications  and  the  fitness 
of  things;  I  have  used  no  weapons  but  those  that 
I  believe  to  be  spiritual.  They  cannot  have  a 
fairer  opportunity,  nor  a  fairer  field  to  meet  me 
on,  nor  a  smaller  number  to  engage.  If  this  be 
Antinomianism,  let  them  muster  all  their  forces 
against  it,  prove  it  to  be  so,  and  overthrow  it.  I 
am  open  to  conviction,  my  conscience  is  not  seared, 
nor  am  I  past  feeling ;  and,  if  I  cannot  defend  it 
by  God's  word,  I  will  fly  to  no  other  shifts;  and 
therefore  I  hope  my  opponents  will  not  puzzle  my 
brains  with  St.  Basil,  St.  Augustine,  St.  Ambrose, 
Herman  Witsius,  arid  saint  nobody  knows  who. 
Jesus  I  know;  but  who  are  these?  For  my  part,  I 
-have  not  a  single  doubt  but  God  will  enable  me  to 
defend  this  doctrine ;  for  I  know  it  is  the  doctrine 
that  he  applied  to  me,  and  set  my  soul  at  liberty 
by.  And  as  I  am  the  Antinomian,  according  to 
their  acwsations,  it  lies  with  them'  to  overthrow 
it^  and  prove  their  charge ;  and,  if  upon  trial  it  be 
found  ^o  be  the  everlasting  §dspel,  then  "  let  them 
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hear  and  say,  it  is  truth,"  Isaiah  xliii.  9 ;  and  ac- 
knowledge that  for  the  truth's  sake  I  have  suffered 
reproach. 

These  are  the  doctrines  that  have  caused  so  many 
counsels  to  be  taken ;  so  many  pulpits  to  be  shut 
against  me ;  yea,  in  every  phce  that  I  have  gone, 
the  people  have  been  armed  with  prejudice  against 
me  as  an  erroneous  man  or  an  Antinomian :  and 
have  come  to  hear  me  as  if  I  was  a  second  Simon 
Magus,  or  Judas  Iscariot,  risen  again.  This  has 
been  the  case  at  almost  every  place  I  have  gone 
to,  except  Portsmouth,  where  I  met  with  such  a 
kind  inception  from  the  ministers  as  I  never  met 
with  before  in  my  life.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Horssy,  and 
his  assistant,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Phillips,  and  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Dun,  welcomed  me  to  their  pulpits  in  turti 
every  night  during  miy  stay  there,  and  treated  me 
with  the  greatest  respect  and  civility,  which  I 
mention  to  the  honour  of  those  gentlemen,  and  as 
a  matter  of  .wonder  to  me,  it  being  what  I  had 
never  been  accustomed  to. 

I  have  not  gone  an^^  country  journey  for  the 
sake  of  gain,  for  my  own  people  do  not  let  me 
want;  nor  did  I  ever  clear  a  shilling  by  any  jour- 
ney I  took,  because  I  have  paid  the  same  that  I 
received,  for  a  supply  in  my  absence,  that  I  might 
not  be  brought  under  the  power  of  any;  therefore 
they  could  not  refuse  me  their  pulpits  under  all 
apprehension  of  my  seeking  filthy  lucre.  The  rea- 
sons that  they  assigned  were,  that  I  held  errors  in 
making  void  the  few.    And  this  has  been  carried 
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so  far,  that,  if  any  .minister  ba»  happened  to  drop, 
a  word  in  the  pulpit  concerning  tfie  law,  if  he  did 
not  make  it  the  believer's  only  rule  of  life,  it  ha3, 
been  called  one  of  Huntington's  texts;  let  them, 
prove  it  is  from  Huntington,  and  I  will  endeavour 
tp  prove  it  i§  from  heaven. 

If  the  law  of  works  be  binding  to  the  saints,  as, 
some  affirm,  then  James's  law  of  liberty  is  not  per-j 
feet,  nor  can  we  be  blessed  in  our  deeds  by  con- 
tinuing in  that.     If  the  law  of  works  be  binding,; 
then  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  did  not  make- 
l?aul  free  fropi  the  law  of  death,  unless  it  can  be. 
proved^  that  legal  bondage  and  gospel  hberty  can. 
stand  together.     If  the  believer  be  under  the  law  ' 
ajs  a  rule  yf  life,  thcij  he  is  under  the  law  and  undet' 
grace  bptli  at  once ;  which  Paul  says.he  i^  not;  he 
is  not  und^jf  the,law^.  but  under  grace.     If  he  be; 
pnder  the  law  as  a  rule  of  life,  he  has  got  Peter's 
unbearable  yoke  and  Christ'3  ^asy  yoke  both  on, 
his  neck  at.  one  time.     The  man  that  makes  the . 
Jiilling  letter  his  rule  walks  by  sight,  :i^ot  by  faith; 
he  looks  at  the  things  that  are.  seen,  not  at  the. 
things  which  are  not  seeii.     He. serves, in  the  old-, 
ii>ess  of  the. letter,* not  in  ttbe  newness  of  the  Spirit; . 
he  worships  God  in  the  letter,  not  jn  spirit  and  iu , 
truth :  nor  is  he  free  in^leed.    I  knqw  the  law  will 
bring  a  man  into  bondage  notwithstanding  his 
grace,  if  he.  stands  not  fast  in  the  liberty  where-. 
>vith  Christ  has  made  him  free ;  nor  does  the  law 
pf  the  wise,  as  a  fountain  of  life,  cause  a  man  to 
l^q>4f  t  froni  the  snares  of  death  i  or,  as  the  Saviour 
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isays,  pass  from  death  to  life  by  faith,  because  the 
believer,  according  to  them,  is  still  under  the  snares 
of  death ;  he  is  still  under  the  law  of  death  as  his 
only  rule  of  life.    This  is  called  preaching  the  gos- 
pel, doing  the  work  of  an  evangelist,  being  a  mi- 
nister of  the   Spirit,   making  full  proof  of  the 
ministry ;  and  every  man  that  cannot  turn  the  law 
that  worketh  wrath  into  a  law  of  love ;  that  can- 
not bring  the  living  fruits  of  the  Spirit  out  of  the 
killing  letter;  that  cannot  turn  the  snares  of  death 
into  rules  of  life ;  is  an  erroneous  man  and  an  An- 
tinomian.     Welcome  reproach!  welcome  names! 
welcome  Antinomian !  These  names  bring  no  guilt 
on  the  conscience ;  they  ^top  not  up  the  new  and 
living  way  between  God  and  the  soul ;  they  seal 
not  up  God's  book,  nor  bind  the  spirit  of  liberty. 
Election  secures  every  minister  in  his  station,  and 
all  tlie  success  that  shall  attend  his  labours.  It  has 
been  observed  that  those,   who  have  been   the 
most  forward  at  lampooning  me  for  an  Antinomian, 
have  been  the'  greatest  novices  in  divinity ;  and, , 
while  they  have  been  contending  for  the  law  as 
the  only  rule  of  life,  they  have  preached  the  great- 
est confusion,  discovered  the  greatest  ignorjance  of 
the  nature  of  the  law,  and  have  evidently  appeared 
in  the  strongest  bondage :  "  He  that  leadeth  into 
captivity  shall  go  into  captivity;'*  he  that  binds 
grievous  burdens  on  other  men's  shoulders  goes  a 
sure  way  to  load  his  own  back. 

No  wonder  that  legions  are  flocking  back  to 
Sinai ;  it  is  a  proof  that  the  law  is  not  dead  to 
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them,  nor  Ihcy  to  it ;  they  begun  in  the  Spirit  be* 
fore  they  had  been  killed  by  the  letter.  Their 
first  husband,  it  is  to  be  teared,  is  not  dead,  there- 
fore they  are  not  loosed  from  that  law ;  and  being 
adulteresses,  the  first  husband  has  taken  them  up 
and  brought  them  back,  not  being  loosed  frohi  their 
old  bond  of  wedlock,  nor  favoured  with  a  wniting 
of  divorcement;  therefore,  as  a  wife  of  the  first 
covenant,  the  eloped  Lo-ruhamah  is  brought  back, 
Hos.  i,  6;  Hos.  ii.  1,  2;  but  Hephzibah,  the  Lord's 
delight,  whom  .he  has  espoused  to  himself,  if  she 
goes  back,  will  return  again  to  her  first  husband, 
saying.  It  was  better  with  me  then  than  it  is  now^ 
Consider,  sir,  and  sec  if  there  be  any  thing  that 
you  want  to  make  you  holy  or  happy  that  does 
Bot  come  from  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life ;  and 
whether  any  of  these  things  come  from  the  law  of 
works;  whether  mercy,  grace,  hope,  or  help  comes 
from  that  quarter:  and  take  heed  tha,t  you  do  not 
jumble  these  two  covenants  together.  One  is  a 
covenant  of  werks,  the  other  of  grace ;  one  is  the 
law  of  death,  the  other  the  law  of  life;  bond  chil- 
dren are  under  the  law ;  free  children  are  under 
grace;  they  that  are  under  grace  are  under  the 
blessing,  those  under  the  law  are  under  the  curse; 
one  are  heirs  of  promise,  the  other  heirs  of  wrath; 
one  are  children  of  God,  the  other  are  children  of 
the*  devil.  The  free-born  children  receive  the  in- 
heritance freely,  the  bondchildren  work  to  earn  it. 
**  The  gift  of  God  is  eternal  life,"  **  the  wages  of 
4S)9  18  death,"    And^  in  ordej  to  clear  this  doctrine 
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what  this  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  prodiicos^  for  wi 
are  tp^d  that  the  gospel  brings  forth  fruit,  Gol  i,  6\ 
PaulsaySy  "  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is  love,  joy,  peaces 
Jopg-suffering,  gentleness,  goodness,  faith,  me^^ 
ijes5>  temperance ;  against  such  there  is  no  law/' 
-,     Now  let  us  see  what  the  law  of  the  wise,  which 
$olpmon  calls  a  fountain  of  life,  produces.    I  thiiik 
we  shall  find  the  same  things  springing  from  his 
fquntain  as  comes  from  Paul's  law  of  the  Spirit: 
Salomon  says  wisdom  loves  them  that  love  her  j 
and  that:  love  is  better  than  a  bouse  full  of  sacri- 
fi^s ;  4nd  Irhat,  ."  if  a. man  would  ^ve  all  the  §ub- 
sjtance  pf  his  hou^e  for  love,  it  would  utterly  be 
contemned  :"  here  iswhatPaul  calls  the  fii^st  fruit 
of  tjie  Spirit;  the  next  is  Joyc  "the  heart  know-* 
etji  hi,s  own  bitterness,  and  a  stranger  doth  not 
iptermeddle  with  hid.joy."    Peace;    "  wisdom's 
w^ys   are  *  pleasantness,   and  all   her   path§   are  ^ 
geace*"    .Longtsuffering;    "  the  patient  in  spirit; 
i&.bejtter  than  the  proud  in  spirit"    Gentleness-; 
"  be  not  hasty  to  go  out  of  his  sight';  stand,  not  in 
ap»evil  thing."    Goodness;    "the  upright  shall* 
bavie  good  things  in  possession.^'    Faith ;.  "  in  the  . 
fea^iof  the  Ix)rd:is  strong  confidence,  and  his  chik 
dren  shall  have  a  place  of  refuge*"    Meekness ;? 
*^  Surely  he  scorneth  the  scorners, .  but  he  giveth> 
grace  unto  the  lowly."  Temperance ;  "» the  rights^ 
ous  eateth  to  the  satisfying  of  his  soul."   Thus  the' 
fruits  of  Paul's  law  of  the  spirit  are. the  same  a^* 
those  that  spripg  from  Solomon's  law  of  tjip  wi^e^ » 


eg 

iirhicfa  he  calls  a  fountain  of  life :  and  ismember 
the  gospel  is  called  the  mini&tratioia  of  the  Spirit, 
and  the  law  is  the  ministraliion  of  the  letter ;  **  the 
letter  killeth,  but  the  Spirit  giveth  life."  Sc^i^oii's 
fountain  of  life  is  supplied  from  God  incoveimnt, 
who  tdls  us  that  all  his  springs  are  ifn  Zion;  there- 
fore it  is  vain  to  expect  help  from  Sinai. ;  The  law 
of  the  Spirit  will  remain  what  it  is,  notwithstand- 
ing men's  legality;  and  the  ministration  of  the 
letter  will  remain  what  it  is^  notwithstanding  mevrs 
faith  and  love ;  one  will  ever  give  life^  and  "die 
other  vili  ever  give  death :  the  one  will  ever  pro- 
duce freed(Hn,  and  the  other  will  ever  gender  tt> 
bondage. 

Those  that  have  felt  the  bondage^  wral^,  ter* 
rors,  and^^th,  that  the  law  works,  will  priae  their 
liberty:,  and  take  heed  how  they  approach  that 
Uackness  and  darkness  again ;  but  those  that  never 
felt  its  power  can  play  with  it  as  with  a  bird,  for 
they  are  alive  without  it.  It  is  in  vain  that  mi- 
nisters send  men  to  Sinai  in  order  to  pitmiote  holi- 
ness: ^^  the  works  of  the  flesh  are  these,  aduhery, 
fornication,  udcleanness,  lascivionsnesst,  idolatry, 
witchcraft,  hatred^  variance,  emulations^  wratii, 
strife,.seditions,  Ijeresiea,  envyings,  murders,  drunk- 
enness/' And  will  sending  men  to  the  law  destroy 
these?  Nay,  says  Paul,  these  are  ttie  motions  of 
sin,  which  are  by  the  law  that  works  in  oar  Imem- 
bers  to  bring  forth  fruit  unto  death,  Roni:  vii.  i. 
Nor  was  the  law  manifested  to  destroy  thes<p  works 
of  the  devH,  but  to  make  them  appear  exceeding 
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sinful ;  nor  does  the  law  weaken  sin  but  aggravate 
it ;  for  **  the  strength  of  sin  is  the  law."  It  is 
grace  that  makes  the  believer  what  he  is,  nor  will 
the  law  ever  make  him  better.  Those  that  came 
privily  in  to  spy  out  the  apostles'  liberty  that  they 
might  bring  them  into  bondage,  Gal.  ii.  4,  agree 
exactly  with  you  in  sentiment ;  for,  if  the  law  be 
binding  to  the  believer,  and  he  be  under  it  as  a 
rule  of  life,  it  is  the  same  as  what  they  enforced ; 
namely,  "  it  was  needful  to  circumcise  them,  and 
command  them  to  keep  the  law  of  Moses."  They 
said  this  was'needful;  you  say  the  believer  is  und^ 
this  necessity :  they  called  it  keeping  the  law  of 
Mofees;  and  you  call  the  law  of  Moses  the  believer's 
rule  of  life.  There  is  no  more  difference  between 
.your  assertions  and  theirs  than  there  is  between 
my  two  eyes.  If  you  object  that  it  is  circumcision 
only  that  is  called  the  yoke  that  was  unbearable; 
it  is  answered,  they  were  circumcised  at  eight  days 
old,  therefore  the  fathers  could  give  very  little 
account  of  the  unbearable  pain  of  it.  The  yoke 
.consisted  .in  this;  "he  that  is  circumcised  is  a 
debtor  to  do  the  whole  law :"  "  Circumcision  is 
nothing  and  uncircumcision  is  nothing,  but  the 
keeping  of  the  commandments  of  God"  is  what  is 
meant  Submitting  to  circumcision  is  rejecting 
Christ,  who  was  a  minister  of  the  circumcision  for 
the  truth  of  God,  to  confirm  the  promises  made 
unto  the  fathers.  And  submitting  to  the  yoke  of 
keeping  the  law  of  Moses  is  rejecting  Christ's 
yoke,  which  consists  of  faith  and  love  in  the  Spirit. 
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The  yokiB  therefore  is  this^  it  i^  lieedftil  to'circum* 
cise  the!  believers,  and  to  command  them  to  keep 
the:  law  oiF  Moses,  Aets  xv.  5 ;  and  you  say  the  tow 
is  binding,  and  .that  the  believer  i^  lu^der  the  kw 
as  his  rule  of  life^  yau  might  just;  as  weU  have 
stuck  to  the  old  text>  for  it  Amounts  ex&Ctlyto 
the  same,  nor  doth  your  different  way  of  expression 
alter  the  matter.    Their  need  of  keeping  the  lai^ 
of. Moses  is  your  binding  law  as:  a  rule  of  life;  it 
IS  the  spirit  of  legal  bdndage  that  obliges  and  biods 
you ;  and  it  w^s  the  same  that  influenced  those 
who  made  it  needful;  different  names  make  no 
alteration  in  the  things.    Those  men  tempted  God 
by  putting  that  yoke  on  the  saints,  and  subverted 
their  souls  by  saying  ye  must  be  circumcised  and 
keep  the  law  of  Moses,  to  whom  God  gave  no 
such  commandment.  Acts  xv.  10.  S4;  and  they  do 
no  less  than  tempt  God  and  subvert  the  souls  of 
believers,  who  tell  them  the  law  is  binding,  and 
that  they  are  under  it  as  a  rule  of  life,  for  God  has 
given  them  no  such  commandment.   Nor  can  ilieu 
expect  that,  the  broad  seal  of  heaven  should  attend^ 
a  ministry  that  tempts  God  and  subverts  tlie  souls 
of  his  saints,  when  it  is  expressly  said  that  it  seemed 
good  to  tbCiHoly  Ghost,  and  to  the  apostles,  to 
iay  on  1  them  no  such  burden.     However,  this  is 
the  way  ?which  seemeth  right  unto  a  man;  but  the 
end  thereof  are  tlic  ways  of  death,  Prov.  xiv.  l^; 
it  is  turriiDg  people  from  grace  to  w,orks ;  from  the 
liberty  of  the  , Spirit  to-^tiie  bondage  of, the  law; 
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from  the  law  of  ike  Spirit  of  life  to  the  law  of 
death*  Liberty  and  bondage,  grace  and  workB, 
Christ's. yoke  and  the  yoke  of  Moses,  the  true  light 
aod  the  old  vail,  death  and  life,  can  never  stand 
together^  one  must  give  way ;  grace  shall  reign, 
4ind  Moses  must  be  subject*  If  a  believer  be  a 
new  creature,  has  a  new  heart,  a  new  spirit,  walks 
in  the  new  and  living  way,  and  must  serve  God 
in  the  newness  of  the  spirit,  and  walk  in  newness 
of  life,  old  things  must  be  done  away :  and  if  old 
things  are  done  away  the  yoke  of  bondage  is  in- 
j,cluded  among  them,  which  Paul  calls  the  law  of 
death,  or  else  the  apostle's  assertion  cannot  stand 
good ;  "  therefore  if  any  man  be  in  Christ  he  is  a 
new  creatafe;  old  things  are  passed  away,  behold 
vail  things  are  become  new;"  and  he  that  sits  upon 
the  tlirone  says,  behold  I  create  all  things  new. 
God  has  granted  us  '*  boldness  to  enter  into  the 
holiest  by  the  blood  of  Jesus,  by  a  new  and  living 
way  which  he  hath  consecrated  [or  new  made]  for 
us  through  the  Vail,  that  is  to  say  his  flesli."  Take 
heed,  sir,  that  you  despise  n6t  this  new  and  living 
way;  it  is  the  old  way  that  you  contend  for  at 
present,,  which  is  stopped  up ;  it  is  hedged  about 
with  thorps,  namely ^^ the  curses  of  the  law;  and 
•so  poor,  sinners  will  find  it,  .when,  like  Balaam^ 
they  fall  before  *that  terrible  sword  of  God  that 
turns  every  way  to  keep  the  way  of  the  tree  of 
life.  Gen.  iii.  24 ;  none  will  ever  get  to  God  that 
old  way ;  ithe  >word  that  ieeps- the  way  of  life 
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destroys  all  thieves  and  robbers  that  climb  up  any 
other  way,  or  dare  to  look  through,  or  gaze,  where 
God  has  fix^d  his  bounds,  Exod.  xix.  21 — 23, 

I  knew  the  law  is  holy^  just,  and  good,  because 
it  defends  a  holy,  just,  and  good  God,  and  will 
certainly  cut  off  and  destroy  for  ever  every  adver- 
sary that  is  found  under  it ;  but  though  the  law  is 
holy  yet  it  sanctifies  none ;  it  is  just,  but  it  justi- 
fies none;  it  is  good,  but  it  imparts  no  goodness 
to  men:  God  is  pur  justifier  and  sanctifier;  and 
Christ  is  our  righteousness  and  sanctification.  God's 
goodness  to  us  comes  by  grace ;  severity  comes  by 
the  law;  "  Behold  therefore  the  goodness  and 
severity  of  God :  on  them  which  fell,  severity ; 
but  towards  thee,  goodness,  if  thou  continue  in 
his  goodness:  otherwise  thou  also  shalt  be  cut  off,'* 
with  the  sword  furbished  at  that  armory.  It  is 
the  fiery  law  that  gives  the  sword  of  justice  its 
flaming  edge ;  "  where  there  is  no  law  there  is  no 
transgression  ;'*  sin  is  the  transgression  of  the  law, 
and  the  law  is  the  transgressor's  adversary  that 
makes  his  crimes  appear  e:^ceeding  sinful,  and  de- 
livers him  to  the  judge :  here  lies  its  power ;  "  the 
strength  of  sin  is  the  law."  But  with  respect  to 
our  obedience,  its  lending  us  any  help,  parJdoning 
of  us,  or  justifying  of  us,  it  is  weak  through  the 
flesh,  Rom.  viii.  S. 

i  would  to  God,  Sir,  that  you  would  pray  a 
Httle  more  over  your  Bible,  or  ask  wisdom  of  God. 
When  Paul  says,  "  the  law  is  spiritual,  but  1  am 
carnali  sold  undcs*  sin,'*  he  does  not  mean  thereby 
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strength,  is  communicated  from  thence.  The  law 
gives  neither  righteousness,  life,  hope,  help,  nor 
strength.  The  law  is  strong  to  destroy,  but  never 
was  mighty  to  save,  nor  is  help  laid  upon  that.  It 
is  called  spiritual,  because  it  reaches  to  the  thoughts 
of  men's  hearts,  and  curses  them  for  a  lascivious 
look  as  being  adultery  itself,  Matt.  v.  28;  for 
anger  as  murder  in  the  abstract,  1  John  iii.  15;  yea 
if  a  man  break  one  command  he  is.  guilty  of  all, 
James  ii.  10.  It  casts  him  for  every  idle  wofd; 
for  all  that  is  more  than  yea  yea,  or  nay  nay,  it 
brings  him  into  judgment ;  and  both  heaven  and 
earth  shall  pass  away  before  one  jot  or  tittle  of 
that  law  shall  fail,  Luke  xvi.  17. 

It  is  called  spiritual,  because  it  reaches  to  spi- 
rits; yea  to  the  wicked  souls  of  men  and  devils 
also,  for  they  are  under  one  curse;  it  reveals 
wrath,  spiritual  death,  damnation,  and  everlasting 
destruction,  both  to  the  bodies  and  souls  of  all 
them  who  die  undet  it;  and  it  will  hold  all  rebel- 
lious spirits,  whether  men  or  devils,  in  the  prison 
pf  hell  till  they  can  pay  the  very  last  mite,  Luke 
xii.  59;  which  will  be  effected  when  lying  in  gaol 
can  be  called  paying  of  debts.  God  says,  this 
fiery  law,  which  is  a  revelation  of  wrath  kindled 
in  his  anger,  shall  burn  to  the  lowest  helL  Clirist, 
our  passover,  was  roasted  in  that  fire,  and  it  made 
his  heart  like  wax,  it  melted  in  the  midst  of  his 
bowels.  Psalm  xxii.  14;  therefore  take  heed  that 
thou  attempt  not  to  turn  that  ministration  of  death 
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into  rules  of  life.  Cleave  close  to  him  that  is  a 
hiding-place  from  that  north  wind,  and  a  covgrt 
from  that  tempest,  Isaiah  xxxii.  2.  In  Chiist 
Jesus  thou  shalt  find  refiige  when  God  makes  the 
wicked  as  a  fiery  wheel,  and  persecutes  them  with 
all  these  storms,  Psalm  Ixxxiii.  IS — 15;  but  no 
where  else.  ' 

If  this  be  handling  the  law  lawfully,  and  hold- 
,  ing  forth  the  word  of  life,  as  a  faithful  steward  of 
the  manifold  grace  of  God ;  if  this  be  rightly  di- 
viding the  word  of  truth ;  if  it  be  giving  to  each 
his  portion  in  due  season,  a  portion  to  seven  and 
also  to  eight ;  if  it  be  doing  the  work  of  an  evan-  ' 
gelist ;  if  it  be  preaching  the  gospel  according  to 
Christ's  command;  if  it  be  handling  the  word  faith- 
fully, as  a  minister  of  the  Spirit ;  if  it  be  acting 
like  a  workman  that  needeth  not  to  be  ashamed, 
being  approved  of  God;  in  short,  if  this  be  preach- 
ing the  mystery  of  faith,  then  where  are  legions 
of  our  present  preachers  got?  and  if  this  be  the 
pure,uiunixed,  unadulterated  gospel  of  Christ,  what 
are  nine  parts  o^t  6f  ten  of  the  doctritie  that  is  de- 
livered in  our  days  under  that  name?  and  if  this 
be  error  and  Antinomianism,  then  what  is  gospel  ? 
I  understand  your  hint.  Sir;  those  speak  it  more 
plain  who  call  me  in  public  a  stinking  An tinomian; 
and  this  doctrine  antinomianism  which  leads  to 
licentiousness.     And  I  wish*  they  would  speak  it 
plainer  still;  then  they  wo^ld  appear  in  their  pro- 
per colours,  and  be  less  capable  of  deceiving  the 
simple.    They  must  either  prove  this  doctrine  to 
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be  etti^m  instead  of  trutii^  ^licentious  antiaomiaft^ 
ism  Unstead  of  gospel^  or  else  ajeknowledge  that 
their  calumny  amounts  to  this  in  the  sight  of  God; 
that,  instead  of  walking  in  the  Spirit,  and  deliver-* 
fiig  people  from  fulfiUihg  the  lusts  of  tiie  flesh,  it 
leads  them  into  it ;  that,  instead  of  the  grace  of 
God  teaching  men  to  deny  ungodliness  and  worlffly 
lust,  and  to  live  soberly,  righteously,  and  godly^ 
it  ei^purages  ungodliness,  and  a  licentious  way  of 
living;  and,  instead  of  the  law  of  the  Spirit  making 
,men  free  from  the  law  of  sin  and  death,  that  it 
leads*  them  into  sin,  the  wages  of  which  is  death. 
This  is  their  reproach,  and  this  is  the  meaning  of 
it  in  the  sight  of  God;  and  it  is  plain  to  a  spi^* 
ritual  mind  where  this  reproach  falls ;  namely,  on 
that  God  who  is  gracious  and  merciful ; .  on  that 
Saviour  by  whom  grace  and  truth  came,  as,  if  he 
wa^i  the  minister  of  sin ;  and  upon  the  Spirit  of 
grace,  who  gives  the  iaw  of  feith,  and  who  is  the 
real  giver  of  the  law  of  lift,  it  being  emphatically 
called  by  the  apostle  his  law,  or  the  law  of  th^ 
Spirit  of  life.    This,  sir,  borders  close  upon  the 
unpardonable  sin ;  it  is  trifling  with  the  folds  of 
infinite  wisdom,  Eph.iii.  10;  and  with  the  greatest 
dispensation  that  ever  heaven  revealed  to  men, 
£  Cor.  iii.  8.     It  is  making  free  with  the  spiritual 
court,  from  which  there  is  no  appeal ;  it  is  sinning 
against  the  last  condescending  lawgiver  that  ever 
appeared  in  this  lower  world.    The  JHoly  Ghost 
gives  that  law  of  the  wise  that  is  the  fountain  of 
life;  be  ^ves  the  law  of  faith  that  excludes  all 
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boasting.    The  Holy  Ghost  is  the  giver  of  the  law 
of  life,  that  takes  men  from  the  law  of  sin  and  the 
snares  (^  death.    It  is  this  lawgiver  that  brings 
every  blessmg  from  heaven,  testifies  of  Christ,  and 
glorifies  him  on  bis  tbrone ;  whose  kingdom  stands 
not  in  word,  or  in  rules  of  life  drawn  from  the 
letter  of  Moses'  law,  bnt  in  power,  •*  in  righteous- 
ness, peace,  and  joy,  in  the  Holy  Ghost;''    To  do 
despite  to  the  Spirit  of  grace  is  treading  under 
foot  the  Son  of  Grod  whom  the  Spirit  testifies  of, 
Heb.  x:  29-     Sin  against  him,  the  Saviour  that 
saves  to  the  uttermost,  says,  it  shall  never  be  for* 
given,  neither  in  this  world  nor  in  the  world  to 
come,  l^iatt  xii.  31, 32.  O,  sir,  keep  your  distance^ 
drop  no  such  hints  here ;    ^'  He  that  shall  bias* 
pheme  against  the  Holy  Ghost  hath  never  forgive- 
ness, but  is  in  danger  of  eternal  damnation;  because 
they  said  he  hath  an  unclean  spirit;"  ^d  those 
that  declare  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  leads  to 
licentiousness  say  little  better;   for  they  diarge 
him  with  the  devil's  works,  though  they  do  not  call 
him  in  express  terms  an  unclean  ^irit     It  is  a 
bold,  daring,  presumptuous,  perilous  step;    it  is 
spiritual  wickedness  in  the  worst  sense ;  it  is  leav-* 
ing  sin  at  the  foot  of  a  lawgiver  that  shed  no 
blood ;  it  is  committing  rebellion  against  Him  that 
will  by  no  means  clear  the  guilty,  Exod.  xxxiv*  7; 
it  is  doing  despite  on  the  bounds  of  the  most  sa- 
cred enclosure ;  it  is  venturiug  on  the  most  danger- 
Qus  spot  of  ground  in  all  the  holy  land.    Sins 
against  God  the  Fs^ther  in  the  law  are  pardoned; 
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he  that  speaketh  a  word  against  the  Son  of  mati  it 
shall  be  forgiven  him;  but  he  that  blaspheipes 
against  the  Holy  Ghost  hath  never  forgiveness. 
He  will  by  no  means,  no  not  by  the  blood  of  Christ, 
pardon  those  that  are  guilty  of  the  sin  unto  death, 
1  John  V.  16.  Let  me  as  a  friend  remind  you  of, 
and  recommend  you  to,  David's  prayer;  "  Keep 
back  thy  servant  also  from  presumptuous  sins,  let 
them  not  have  dominion  over  me;  then  shall  I  be 
upright,  and  I  shall  be  innocent  from  the  great 
transgression." 

I  have  watched  narrowly  to  sec  what  good 
effects  this  doctrine  of  yours  produces  ampng 
those  where  it  is  perpetually  enforced,  and  I  can 
see  nothing  produced  to  make  me  fall  in  love  with 
it,  unless  it  be  blindness,  confusion,  feigned  humi- 
lity, and  struggling  under  bondage ;   bein^  in- 
fluenced with  malice  against  the  gospel ;  calling 
every  thing  that  tends  to  make  poor  sinners  free 
and  happy,  Antii^omianism,   not  knowing  what 
they  say,  but  taking  it  from  their  teachers.    The 
saints  are  a  people  that  God  has  fomied  for  him- 
self to  shew  forth  his  praise ;  he  has  created  them 
anew  in  Christ  Jesus  unto  good  works,  which  he 
hath  before  ordained,  that  we  should  walk  in  them. 
It  is  therefore  their  new  creation  ia  Christ  Jesus^ 
and  their  abiding  in  him,  as  the  branch  doth  in 
the  vine,  that  produces  these  good  works  which 
they^  are  to  walk  in.     As  they  received  Christ 
Jesus  the  Lord,  so  they  are  to  walk  in  him.  Every 
saint  must  acknovledgq,  as  Paul  did,  that,  "  by 
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the  grace  of  God  I  am  what  I  am."  If  grace  makes 
thew  what  they  are,  sending  them  to  the  law  will 
never  mend^thia  work,  nor  make  the  subjects  of 
this  workmanship  better;  God's  work  is  perfect, 
nothing  can  be  added  to  it  by  the  wisdom  of  men 
nor  by  the  law  of  Moses ;  "  The  law  made  nothing 
perfect,  but  the  bringing  in  pf  a  better  hope  did.** 
The  church  is  subject  to  Christ;  subject  to  the 
civil  power  where  they  live,  and  subject  to  one 
another :  but  not  subject  to  Moses;  nor  to  his  law; 
they  are  no  longer  under  a  schoolmaster,  Gak  iii. 
25 ;  no  longer  under  tutors  and  governors,  Gah 
iv.  2 ;  they  are  not  under  the  law.but  under  grace* 
When  the  false  brethren  came  in  to  spy  out  the 
apostles'  liberty,  that  they  might  bring  them  into 
bondage;  telling  them  that  they  must  keep  the 
law  of  Moses,  we  gave  place  to  them  by  subjec- 
tion, no,  not  for  an  hour,  says  Paul ;  nor  did  we 
reject  the  truth  and  admit  their  yoke  of  bondage, 
no,  we  gave  place  not  for  an  hour;  that  the  truth 
of  the  gospel  might  continue  with  you,  GaL  ii. 
4,  5. 

My  friend  will  be  ready  to  say,  the  way  to  hea- 
ven h  a  difficult. way  to  find ;  and  I  answer  it  is  so, 
because  there  is  a  ditch  so  close  to  it,  which  many 
fall  into,  being  led  by  false  preachers,  deceitftil 
workers,  and  blind  guides,  who  turn  from  the  truth 
that  came  by.  Jesus  Christ,  and  get  to  groping 
about  mount  Sinai  for  help,  till  the  old  vail  and 
the  god  of  this  .world  blind  their  eyes;  and  whe'h 
they  have  lost  sight  of  the  puzzling  mystery  of  the 
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gospel,  ibr  such  it  k  to  uncJbAverted  men,  tk^n 
they  think  they  see  every  thing  in  the  letter  df 
the  law  and  in  themselves,  aod  so  become  vain  in 
their  imaginations,  their  foolish  hearts  being  dark- 
ened ;  they  tlien  follow  vain  jangling,  and  make 
shipwreck  of  faith,  lampoon  the  power  of  religion^ 
become  haters  of  those  that  are  good,  deceiving 
.  themselves  and  deceiving  others,  till  they  get  des- 
perate against  the  truth,  and  it  becomes  a  vexa- 
tion only  to  understand  the  report  of  the  gospel, 
but  the  path  of  the  just  hath  the  light  of  God  s 
countenance  upon  it:  he  that  walks  and  lives  by 
feitli  is  in  the  narrow  way  that  leadeth  unto  life, 
Matt.  vii.  14;  for  the  just  man  shall  live  by  his 
faith,  and  he  shall  walk  in  newness  of  life.  This 
is  wisdom's  way,  "  a  path  which  no  fowl  knoweth, 
and  which  the  vulture's  eye  hath  not  seen.  The 
lion's  whelps  have  not  trodden  it,  nor  the  fierce 
Yion  passed  by  it."  Christ  is  the  way  as  well  as 
the  truth  and  the  life ;  to  live  and  walk  by  the 
feith  of  him  is  to  walk  safely  indeed.  "  In  this 
way  of  righteousness  is  life,  aiid  in  the  pathway 
thereof  there  is  no  death."  Though  this  way  ap- 
pears narrow  and  difficult,  yet  the  poor  believing 
sinner,  who  is  nothing  in  himseli^,  but  looks  to  his 
Saviour  for  all,  though  he  be  a  fool  he  shall  not 
err  in  this/ way :  the  Lord  has  promised  to  guide 
him  and  uphold  him ;  and  I  will,  says  God,  lead 
them  "  in  a  straight  way  wherein  they  shall  not 
stumble ;  for  I  am  a  father  to  Israel,  and  Ephraim 
is  my  firstborn,"  Jer.  xxxi.  9. 
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The  bad  use  that  ungodly  men  may  make  of 
the  truth  of  the  Christian's  liberty  in  the  Spitit 
i^  not  to  silence  spiritual  ministers ;  Christ's  yoke 
must  be  brought  forth ;  the  children  of  Qod  muist 
be  fed;  the  gospel  must  be  preached;  the  saints 
liberty  must  be  shewed,  and  they  cautioned  not 
to  abuse  it,  aAd  counselled  to  stand  fast  in  it; 
notwithstanding  the  villany  <^f  those  that  ^onic^iki 
privily  to  spy  it  out.  Ungodly  men  will  abuse  the 
most  High  God,  and  even  the  Bible  itself;  there-  , 
fore  no  wonder  if  tliey  abuse  the  sermons  or  •writ- 
ings of  his  servants.  The  impenitent  infidel,  whose 
mind  and  conscience  both  are  defiled ;  to  whom 
there  is  nothing  cl^n;  who  ajfe  condemned  al-  ^ 
ready,  and  under  the  wrath  of  God;  will  tOLth 
every  thing  to  bane.  But  are  we  to  mui^le  iJ6k 
truth,  yoke  the  saints  of  God  with  Moses'  farof, 
and  call  the  snares  of  death  ruies  of  life,  to  pletuse 
;theinf  No;  this  is  putting  stia^bltngblOcks  before 
the  eyes  of  the  bland,  and^makibg  men  8tumble>alt 
the  kw,  Mai  ii.  8;  this  ii^  not  deekring  the  whole 
icounsel  of  God ;  this  is^  riot:  leaving  the  wwk  with 
the  Lord,  who  has  powei^  over  bll  flesh,  ^lat  he 
iriay  give  eterfial  life  to  a^^ma^y  as^are-ordaihed  to 
it.  We  are  not  to  make  such  men  as  thete  the 
objeofcs  of  owr  f^^  in  the  pulpit,  nor  keep  back 
<5od's  worti  firoitt  his  people  on  account  of  their 
abnsing  it ;  they  called  the  faster  himself  Bebe- 
bub ;  and  what  can  be  expected  from  such  men 
but  sin  ?  ministers  area  savour  of  death  unto  death 
to  them,  and^  are  sent  to  preach  the  gospel  for  a 


62 

witoijss  against  them ;  and  their  de^^rate  wicked- 
ness against  the  gospel  serves  to  shew  us  that  they 
were  before  of  old  ordained  to  this  condemn^itioii, 
Jude4. 

I  have  considered  the  text  you  refer  me  tb, 
"  if  ye  love  me  keep  my  commandmento ;"  and  I 
find  his  commandnaents  are  joyous,  not  grievous ; 
for,  the  commands  are  that  we  should  believe  on 
bim  and  love  one  another.  But  those  that  call  the 
law  the.  believer's  rule  of  life,  and  me  an  Antino- 
mian,  shew  but  very  little  of  this  love.  He  keeps 
the  Saviour's  commandments  who  receives  the 
word  in  an  henest  and  good  heart,  and  keeps  it ; 
such  receive  the  word  with  power  in  the  Holy 
Ghost,  and  in  much  assurance ;  such  and  only  such 
keep  the  word  of  Christ's  patience  and  he  will 
keep  them  from  the  hour  of  temptation,  Rev.  iii. 
10.'  He  that  kee^ps  the  Lord's  commandments  is 
united  to  him  by  the  bond  of  love  in  the  Spirit ; 
he  >  that  keepeth  his  eomi;nandment  dwelleth  in 
him  and  he  in  him;,'  he  that  is  a  stranger  to  this 
liinion  is  alive  .wirthout  the  law;  alive  to  sin. and 
dead  to  God ;.  /or  "  hereby  we  know  that  hp 
abideth  in  us,  by  the  [quickening]  Spirit  which  he 
hath  given  us."  .^        ' 

I  hav^e  had  a  world  of  leg9.1  du^ies&  formerly 
pressed  upon  me,. and  I  kno'vi^wh^it; effect  such 
preaching  had ;  and  I  see  it  hHsthersamjg  in  others 
that  fear  God.  It  serves  to  miraetbei  pride  of  those 
that  know  nothing  of  the  power  of  godliness.  I 
ha»ve  heard  misers,  perseoutors,^.aHd  hypocrites,  ap- 
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plaud  and  admire  the  doctrine,  bat  they  have  been 
dreadfully  exasperated  at  some  who  are  called  An- 
tinOmianSy  if  they  have  happened  to  enforce  the 
necessity  6f  the  Spirit's  assistance  in  the  perform- 
ance of  these  things,  and  of  their  being  done 
in  faith.  Men  may  load  people  as  much  as  they 
please  with  moral,  relative,  and  church  duties; 
but  if  they  spring  not  from  union  with  the  true 
vine ;  if  not  performed  under  the  influence  of  the 
Spirit  of  God ;  if  they  are  not  done  in  faith,  and 
with  an  eye  to  God's  glory ;  they  amount  to  no- 
thing more  than  the  .works  of  the  flesh,  or  dead 
works;  while  the  legal  perfonner  is  as  proud  as 
Satan  himself;  and,  by  resting  in  these  things,  is 
further  from  God's  kingdom  than^  publicans  lor 
harlots. 

A.  devil  transformed  into  an  angel  of  light  is 
mbre  dangerods  than  wheti  he  comes  in  charaoter; 
'that  is,  a^  an>accuser,  a  thief,  or  a  robber;  nor 
does  Satan  do  the  seeking  sinner  so  muchf  hnit 
whfen  he  throws  him  do\^n  and  rends^  him,  Mark 
ix.  £0 ;  as  hk  dods  when  he  points  us  to  legal 
preachers,  or  ministers  of  the  letter,  crying  out 
"  the,se  men  are  the  iservants  of  the  Most  High 
God,  that  shew  unto  us  the  way  of  salvation,'* 
Acts  xvi.  17.  He  was  as  much  a  devil  when  he 
promised  this  world  and  the  glory  of  it  to  Christ 
as  he  was  when  he  wished  him  to  throw  hiciself 
from  the  pinnacle  of  the  temple,  Luk<s  iv.  g.  Satan 
sometimes  turns  reformer  in  times  of  danger;  when 
the  gospel  makes  a  stir  in  his  territories,  then  is 
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the  time  tkat  he  fires  the  zed  and  iwreases  tfaf^ 
iiutdbers  of  mor^  preaches;  heJ^nows  what  tte 
law  cam  do ;  if  that  had  never  appeared  in  the  worlds 
the  devil  h4d  never  got  one  human  sovil  into  lieil : 
-"  the  law  worketh  wrath;  for  where  na  law  is, 
there  is  no  transgression,"  consequently  no  trans* 
gressors^  He  knows  that  "  the  strength  of  sin  is 
the  law/'  better  than  we  do ;  and  h^  knows  that 
those  who  are  nnder  the  law  of  death  are  undo* 
the  law  of  sin ;  hence  it  is  that  he  never  stirs  men 
up  to  reproach,  revile,  belie,  sogadalize,  or  perse- 
cute, a  graceless  preacher  of  n^c^al  dnties ;  for  it 
is  by  the  instrumentality  of  such  men  that  he  has 
brou^it  thousands  to  his  dark  doaninicms :  by  sncfa 
preachers  as  these  the  devil  keeps  both  the  pulpit 
and  the  pew ;  he  stirs  up  the  preacher  to  bJind  thfc 
people,  and  the  people  to  applaud  ti^  blind  guide; 
;aBd  l^s  the  god  of  this  world  holds  both  the 
kader  and  the  led.  When  he  stirred  up  the  Jewi^ 
piiists  to  reject  Christ,  and  cast  out  his  disciples^ 
lie  became  head  ranger  both  of  the  temple  lEiihd  the 
.synagogue^  The  doctrine  that  routri  tijte  deyil  is 
preaching  the  kingdom  of  God,  which  coasists  in 
^hteousness,  peace,  and  joy. in  the  Holy  Ghost; 
telling  Zion  that  her  King  is  come.  When  (he 
<disciples  preaghed  this  the  Savicair  saw  "  Satan  4s 
iightning  fall  from  heaven."  He  cast  abroad  the 
rage  of  his  wiuth  and  se^t  the  world  in  a  Maze* 
This  sort  of  preachers  are  the  only  adversaries  that 
the  devil  has  got,  he  gains  ground  by  the  others. 
He  was  very  nigh  bringing  over  the  whole  churdi 
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of  Galatia  by  the  instrumentality  of  irloral  preach 
crs.     If  God  does  not  xiphoid  his  people  with  his 
free  Spirit,  Psalm  li.  12,  I  much  questioli  if  any 
'Other  yoke  will  do  wlieai  trials  come  on ;  for  my 
part,  I  liever  found  any  doctrine  that  would  beget 
souls  to  God,  keep  them  alive,  make  their  minds 
heavenly,  their  conversation  pure,  keep  their  con- 
science^ tender,  or  make  their  lives  exemplary,  but 
that  of  enforcing  regeiieration,  or  a  spiritual  birth; 
jusitiiicatton  by  faith ;  union  and  fellowship  with 
.  Chris*  by  iove ;  and  a  walk  in  the  testimony  and 
liberty  of  the  Holy  Ghost     However,  this  1  can 
say,  that  the  religion  tliat  Gt)d  has  taught  me  has 
been  sufficient  to  maketne  industrious  and  willing 
to  live  honestly ;  and  I  must  declare,  and  will  with 
my  dying  breath,  that  I  never  knew  what  happi- 
ness, peace,  rest,  quietude,  comfort^  joy,  or  plea- 
sure,-meant  imtil  Jesus  Christ  appeared  to  my  soul : 
in  him- 1  liUve  seen  the  perfection  of  all  beauty ;  I 
have  felt  him  to  be  the  foundation  of  all  real  hap- 
piness :  the  light  of  his  countenance,  and  the  anti- . 
cipation  of  lii^  love,  is  the  quintessence  of  all  that 
is  caited  pleai^re ;  and  to  have  him  is  to  be  posr 
sessed  of  an  immortal,  incorruptible,  nndefiled* 
and  never-fading  inheritance ;  which  has  so  cruci- 
fied me  to  this  world,  and  to  the  pleasures  of  it, 
that  I  have  just  as  much  desire  to  return  to  it  again 
as  Abraham  had  to  return  to  Er  of  the  Chaldees, 
when  God  had  prolnised  to  be  his  shield  and  ever- 
lasting reward  in  the  land  of  Canaan. 
.    Whatever  the  law  of  God  enforces  the  Spirit  of 
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God  iippresses  the  mind  with,  and  leaves  the  itfi- 
^i^wiott  as  legible  upon*  the  ifleshlj  tables  of  the 
Ijeliever's  hearty  as  eve#  he-  did  on  the  two  tables 
of  stonej  a  Cor.  iii*  3.  The  devil  is  never  inorc  to 
be  suspected  than  when  he  appears  in  a  piilpit  in 
H  large  wig  and  long  bands,  with  ^.gfave  coniir 
tenance,  an  audible  voice,  ambiguous. Speech,  ijeal 
mixed  with  candour,,  enforcing  moral  virtue^  apd 
bringing  in  Christ  as  an  example,  but  not  as .  tbf 
root  of  the  niattet ;  nor  yet  enforcing  the  need  of 
his  Spirit^  noV  of  union  with  him.  These'  things^ 
and  a  few  zealous  «ttokcs  ad  the  p6w«r  of  religioni 
under  the  name  of  eiithnssasHi,  and  a  candid  ap* 
plication  to  those  blind  and  bond  childl^en  who 
cannot  sec  through  their  mask,  have  been. of  very 
great  use  to  the  devil,  because  it  has  ^scrviild-  tti 
stumble  the  faithful  and  establish  thp  Phamee. 
Such  as  thdse  have  sent  my  soul  hLteding  hi^d 
many  a  time  swaddled  with  the  spirit  of  hi>nd^ge ; 
and  sin  has  taken  occasion  by  the  conunanchnenti 
until  the  corruption  of  rtiy  heart  and  carnal  en-^ 
mify  have  been  stirred  up  against  God j.  my  minti 
begloomed  with  horror,  and  terrors- have  driven 
my  feet;  wrath  then  Seemed  to  pursue  m>)  Christ 
and  comfort  were  gone;  my  sins,  that  ihad  hfecu 
long  pardoned,  came  afresh  to  my  remembraiK:e; 
and  my  heart  was  filled  with  hard  thoiiglits  of  the 
Saviour;  the  devil  suggesting  that  Christ  had  left 
me,  and  was  become  my  enemy,  as  2^  proof  of  which, 
he  was  now  pursuing  me  with  fire  and  sworcf.  But,, 
when  the  Lord  again  appeared  and  delivered  me. 
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I  s,aw  the  bbndage  was  From  the  law,  not  from,  thfe 
Saviour;  and  that  it  was  the  devil  pursuing  me,  lio): 
the  Lord.  I  could  then  feee  the  difference  betwieen 
the  tempter  and  my  great  Deliverer.  And  all  IhiS 
was  communicated  to  my  soiil  from  the  pulpit, 
and  that  by  the  deVil  himself  in  a  larg^  wig  atiA 
a  ioh]^  band.  Christ  calls  the  scribed,  notwitH-, 
standing  their  Ibng  robes,  a  generation  of  vipWs^ 
and  sayi  they  \frerfc  of  their  father  the  devil,  aiia 
his  Wrks  they  did,  in  binding  grievouiS  burden^ 
bii  iniBh'^'  shoulders,  Which  they  never'  foiiched, 
thoii^h  Others  laboured*  hatd  uhder  them.  If  Satan 
cAh  g^t  predchert  to  dbscArfe  the  gospel  and  enforce 
the  law,  he  kiloWs  the  old  vail  will  gdther  on  thfe 
faiindts  of  the  people ;  and  when  a  inari  is'  blinded 
j^6u  mdylead  hihi  any'\vhfere;  and  hef  shill  never 
krioW  the?  want  6f  a  leader  while  Satan  dn  furnish 
thi6  woWtf  wilSh  blind  guides :  for  it  is  by  the^e  men 
^at  ht!  leads  them  irtto  the  ditch.  Such  ptpacK- 
hig  dr?Vfefe  thamy  p6of  distressed  souls  from  all  re- 
ligion •  thfey  hear  of  nothing  but  wrath  and  duty : 
and  the  more  they  labour  the  worse  they  get,  and 
then  they  shake  off  all,  and  are'  glad  to  get  out  so ; 
a[nd  such  become  the  greditest  enemies  to  religion 
afterv^drdi:  a!nd  the  irfstrfrments  of  all  this  mischief 
are  legal  preachers;  for  Without  Christ  man  can. 
do  nothing/ John  ±v.  5.  It  rs  looking  to  Jesus  that 
enlightens  us;  abiding  in  the  cleft  of  the  rock  thai 
shelters  us  from  Satan's  rage.  Souls  flying  here  are 
compared  to  doves  flying  to  their  windows,  where 
they  are  sure  of;  light;  but  going  to  the  law  is 
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going  to  blackuess,  and  darkness,  and  tempest,  and 
to  the  burnixjg  fire,  Heb.  xii.  18;  which  pursues 
the  sinner.  Satan  is  not  displeased  at  men's  dress- 
ing up  the  law,  calling  it  the  believer's  rule  of  life, 
the  law  of  love,  the  law  of  kindness,  &c.  He 
knows  the  law  is  the  snares  of  death,  that  h^s  en- 
Jangled  all  the  prey  whic^  that  artful  fqwler  has 
caught.  This,  law  Js  the  sinner's  adversary  tha^ 
.entangles  him  in  his  sin,  aii4  delivers,  him  to  the 
judge;  and  tlie  just  judge  dcHvers  him  by  the  law 
to  the  tormentor,  Matt  xviii.  34.  Are  there  soul9 
in  bell?, it  was  the  law  thft  cast  them,  condemned 
them,  and  fixed  them  there.  Are  they  holden 
.with  the  cords  of  their  sin?  the  strength  of  those 
cords  is  tl>e  law,  iCor.  xv.  56.  Are  they  under 
the  curse?  then  they  are  under  the  law,.  Gal.  iiu 
10,  Are,they  ifnder  the  dpminion  of  eternal  death? 
they  received  it  from  the  law,  which  is  the.  minis- 
tration of  death,  2  Cor.  iii.  7.  Are  their  souls  boiU 
ing  with  desperate  indignation  againsi:  Qwd?  the 
motions  of  sin  are  by  the  law.  Are  they  ^nder 
the  wrath  of  God?  the  law  worketh  that  wrath, 
Rom.  iv.  15.  4re  they  in  utter  darkness?  it  came 
from  the  law,  which  is  blackness  ^nd  darkness, 
Heb.  xii.  18.  Are  they  in  hell  fire?  they, received 
it  from  the  fiery  law,  Deut.  xxxiii.  2..  Cap  they 
jievei'  come  out  of  the  bottpmless  pit  ?  tlie,  immu. 
table  sentence  of  the  law  is  the  gulf  fixed ;  let  the 
law  be  repealed,  and  nothing  can  detain  the  pri^ 
soner:  but  not  a  jot  or  tittle  of  that  law  can  fail, 
therefore  jio.gaoldeli very  can  ever  take  place;  what  ^ 
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God  doth,  it  is  done  for  even  The  devil  has 
not  a  greater  friend  in  this  world  than  a  blind 
legal  preacher ;  nor  the  children  of  God  a  greater 
enemy.  I  have  sorely  felt  the  effects  of  such  a 
ministry;  and  I  know  where  such- ministers  are 
better  than  they  do  themselves.     Those  that  are 

'  sj^iritual,  says  Paul,  judge  all  thiijgs,  but  themselves 
are  judged  of  no  man,  1  Con  ii.  15. 

If  the  covenant  of  grace  does  not  afford  the  be- 
liev^er  a  rule  of  life,  it  must  be  very  deficient;  how- 
ever, Paul  could  bring  a  rule  from  thence  sufficient 
for  the  believer  to  live  by,  walk  by,  w  orship  by, 
and  converse  by.  God's  sovereign  will  is  man's 
rule;  and  to  the  saints  God  makes  known  the  mys- 
tery of  his  will  according  to  his  good  pleasure, 
which  runs  thus;  '*  This  is  the  will  of  him  that 
sent  me^  that  every  one  which  seeth  the  Son,  and 
believeth  on  him,  may  have  everlasting  life :  and 
I  will  raise  him  up  at  the  last  day."    This  mystery 

'  is  called,  by  way  of  distinction  from  the  law, 
God's  good  will  towards  men,  which  brings  peace 
upon  earth,  and  glory  to  God  in  the  highest,  Luke 
ii.  14 ;  and  it  is  the  good  will  of  him  that  dwelt  in 
the  bush,  Deut.  xxxiii.  16,  When  this  is  revealed 
to  men^s  hearts  by  the  Holy  Ghost  it  is  called  the 
mystery  of  faith  in  a  pure  conscience,.  iTim.  iii,  9; 
and  this  is  the  saints'  all-sufficient  rule ;  by  faith 
the  just  man  is  to  live ;  by  fkith,  and  not  by  sight, 
is  the  just  man  to  wall?;  'iii  the  Spirit,  not  in  the 
letter,  is  the  just  man  to  serve ;  in  spirit  and  in^ 
(ruth  is  the  just  man  to  worship:  he  that  is  faith- 
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ful  unt6  death  shall,  have  the  crown  of  life ;  tlm 
end  of  faith  is  the  salvation  o^  the  souL  Let  thie 
law  be  what  it  may,  and^  aim  at  what  it  pleas^th, 
"  the  end  of  the  commandment  is  charity  out  qf  a 
pure  heart,  of  a  good  conscience,  and  of  faith  un- 
feigned ;''  he  that  swerves  from  this  turns  aside  to 
yain  jangling;  knows  not  what  he  says,  nor  where- 
of he  affirms.  God  tells  us,  to  hold  faith  and  a.  good 
conscience,  which  some  having  put  awajr^,  coi;icern- 
ing  faith  have  made  shipwreck,  1  Tim,  i.  6, 19.  ^.et 
men  bring  what  rules  they  please  from  the  law; 
let  them  drive  tl^eir  flofcks  ^ith  that  storm  as  much 
as  they  can ;  I  know  the  real  Ijjeliever,  though  he 
f  be  not  to  niake  haste,  in  pne  i%ense,  will  liasten  his 
escape  froip  that  stormy  wind  and  te^pe^t,  for  he 
l^nows  that  whatsoever  is  not  a  fruit  of  the  Spirit 
is  a  wor]^  of  the  flesh ;  whatsoever  service  be.  per- 
formedy  if  not  done  un^er  the  influence  of  the 
Spirit  of  life,  it  is  a  dead  work;  and  if  not  done 
in  faith  it  is  sin;  for  "  whatsoever  is  i^pt  of  faith 
is  sin;"  for  "  without  faith  it  is  impossible  to  please^. 
God.**  We  read  of  ministers  of  the  Spirit  and  of 
ipinisters  of  the  letter;  and  if  there  tte  any  such 
thing3  as  ministers,  and  a  ministration  of  the  Spirit^ 
I  think  these  things  belong  to  that  ministration, 
and  to  preach  them  is  doing  the  work  of  an  evan- 
gelist, and  making  full  proof  of  the  gospel  ministry. 
No  pjan  ever  heard  me  say  or  hint  a  syllable 
against  the  goodness  pf  the  law ;  the  law  is  good, .. 
and  it  works  d^ath  in  us, by  that  which  is  good^ 
Rom.  vii,  13.    I  suppose,  no  nation  hath  ipoie> 
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whotesQitie  laws  than  thi©;;  and  I  believe  tip  nation 
undet  heaviea  of  its  size*  sends  more  crhnihals  out 
of  the  world  by  a  haker.'  There  ate  heatlien  na^- 
tions  destitute  of  siich  wholesome  law$  that  do  not 
execute  half  the  number  of  felony  that  we  do.  Be 
BO  kind,  sir,  as  to  send  me  word  what  the  law  re-t 
quires  that  this  better  testament  does  not  fcirntsh 
a  believer  with ;  when  the  imperfection  o*  defi* 
ciency  of  this  law  of  the  Spirit  is  made  to  appear, 
we  shall  be  able  to  justify  the  conduct  of  those 
who  send  numbers  that  have  begun  in  the  Spirit 
to  the  law%  be  made  perfect  by  the  fl^sb;  Thii 
must  be  done,  or  else  we  shall  conclude,  that  this 
doctritte,  of  allowing  the  believer  no  rule  of  life . 
hut  the  law,  is  no  better,  in  the  jan^uage  of  the 
Holy  Ghost,  than  witchcraft.  "  O,  fiK)li8h  Gala** 
tians,  who  hath  bewittjhed  ydu,  thdt  you  should 
not  obey  tbte  truthi  This  only  would  I  learn  of 
you,  Receiv^ed  ye  the  Spirit  by  the  works  of  the 
law,  or  by  the  hearing  of  faith  ?  Arc  y«i  so  fbolbh? 
having  begun  in  thcSpitit,  are  ye  now  made  per^ 
feet  by  the  flesh?"  These  people  did  not  intend  to 
give  up  the  Saviour,  they  were  oiily  going  tor  help 
him;  thdy^id  not  intend  t6  ca4t  off  thd  Spirit^ 
they  vere  only  going  to  perfect  that  which  was 
lacking  in  his  work ;  they  had  begun  in  th^  Spiriti^ 
and  weiip  going  to  the  law  to  he  made  perfect. 
Ah !  says  Paal,  the  law  belongs  to  the  children  of 
the; flesh ;  to  theni  it  speakr;  the  \yt)rks  of  it  are 
the  worfc!$  of  thfe  flesh,-  Yont  perfection  fi^om  thence 
will  be  only  perftctiotJ  inthe  tleshj  and  where  you 
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^  go  fof  perfection  there  you  raust  go  for  righteous* 
ness.  Christ  is  our  righteousness  and  sadct^ca^ 
tion  too;  go  to  the  law  for  one,  and  you  must  go 
to  the  law  also  for  the  other;  by  going  for  perfec- 
tion there  that  yoke  will  entangle  you  again,  and 
bring  yoii  into  bondage.  God  makes  us,  perfect 
by  the  Spirit,  which  unites  to  and  makes  us  one 
with  Christ,  in  whom  we  are  complete*  These 
ypoor  souls  were  going  to  be  circumcised,  and  ta^e 
the  law  on  them  as  a  rule  of  life,  in  order  to  per- 
fect the  Spirit's  work.  These  preachers,  P^iil  says, 
bewitched  them,  zealous!}^  atFected  theoi;  -^yea, 
they  would  have  excluded  them  from  Christ,  tliat 
they  might  affect  them;  /'  ye  are  fallen  from 
grace,''  says  Paul,  "  Christ  shall  profit  you  nothing.'" 
Peter  on  the  mount  of  tiansfiguration  did  not 
intend  to  exclude,  the  Saviour  when  he  said,  "  Let 
us  make  three'  tabernacles ;  one  for  thee,  and  one 
for  Moses,  and  one  for  Elias;  which  w)ien  Moses 
and  £liaa>heard,  they  withdrew,  as  all  good  ser- 
vants, ought  to  da  **  And  a  voice  came  out  of  the 
cloud  saying,  This  is  my  beloved  Son,  hear  him/' 
Moses  resigned  his  offige  to  the  Mediator  of  the 
better  testament,  who  is  the  epd  of  the  law  for 
righteousness,  to  whom  Moses  had  home  witness. 
And  Elias  witlidrew  also.  Mid  left  the  Saviour  in 
his  prophetic  office,  as  that  great  prophet  to  whom 
all  the  .prophets  gave  witness;  and  I  believe  that 
Jesus  is,  in  the  highest  sense,  that  Elias  that  was 
for  to  coiHe.  And  it  is  said  thatj  suddenly,  when 
the  disciples  h«id  looked  round  abgut,  tl»t  is,  after 
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Moses  atad  EliaS,  "  they  saw  no  man  any  morfe 
save  Jesus  only  with  thcinselves,"  Markix.  4— -8; 
and  he  is  sufficient;  and  it  is  a;thou$and  pities  that 
we  have  so  many  in  our  days  Avho  are  fetching 
Afoses  in  again;  but  they  will  get  neither  peace 
nor  good  work«  from  him,  but  rather  confusion. 
The  master  and  the  servant  must  not  be  coupled 
together;  they  are  not  co-masters,  co-fulers,  co* 
yokers,    co-mediators,    co-builders,    co-lawgivers, 
co-husbands,  nor  co-sovereigns.     '*  The  law  was 
given  by  JMoses,  but  grace  and  truth  came  by  Jesus 
.Christ.''    There  are  several  of  our  present  divines 
who,  fi(>twithstanding  their  zeal  for  Moses,  and 
desire  to  copy  after  him,  do  not  at  all  imitate  him 
in  this  point ;  he  kept  the  Messing  of  Abraham  and 
tbQ  curse  of  the  bondwoman  apart ;  he  pointied  out 
two  different  mountains  for  the  blessing  and  the 
curse;   and  different  men  were  named  and  ap- 
pointed for  each  work ;  these  were  typical  of  mi*- 
nisters  of  the  Spirit,  and  those  of  the  letter;  Simeon, 
LiCvi,  Judah,  Issachar,  Joseph,  and  Benjamin,  shall 
stand  on  mount  Gerizim  to  bless ;  and  Reuben, 
Gad,  Asher,  Zebulun,  Dan,, and  Naphtali,  shall 
stand  on  mount  Ebal  to  curse,  Deut.  xxvii.  12^  13* 
Zion  and  Sinai  must  be  kept  apart;  they  are  two 
different  mountains,  and  two  different  cities  are 
founded  on  them ;  "  For  this  Agar  is  mount  Sinai 
in  Arabia*  and  answereth  to  Jerusalem  which  now 
is,  and  is  in  bondage  with  her  children,''  Gal.  ir. 
25 ;  and  wo  be  to*that  man  that  is  found  a  citizen 
of  this  bond  city  in  the  great  day!  Tyre,  Nineveh, 
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Bfebylon  the  lir^i^li  Attd- Babylon  Hie  mystical,  m^y 
oi^e  d^y  understand' the  awful  allegory,  when  they 
will  be  found  to  belong  to  the  city  of  destruction^ 
Isaiah  xi?&.  18. 

Bat  God  hath  built  his  city  on  the  mountaia 
of  eternal  election,  he  bath  laid  his  everlasting 
foundation  there,  his  foundation  h  in  that  holjr 
mountain/    **  The  Lord  loveth  the  gates  of  Ziort 
,   more   than   all   the  dwellings   of  Jacob,"  Psalni 
ixxxvii.  S,     God  hath  founded  this  city  himself, 
and  the  poor  of  his  people  shall  trust  in  it,  Isarah 
xiv.  35.     He  l^^th  appointed  salvation  to  be  hef 
walls  and  bulwarks  j  he  is  known  in  her  paliaces 
for  a  refuge;  his  d^'ell^ng-place  is  in  Zion;  hie 
hath  chosen  her,  she  is  to  be  his  rest  for' fever :  hei* 
will  he  dwell;   for  he  has  desired  it;*    He  irill 
abundantly  bless  her  piVjvision  and  satisfy  her  poor 
with  bread;  he  wilt  clothe  her  priests  with  sal va* 
tion,  and  her  saints  shall  shout  aloud  for  joy,  PsaK 
cxxxii.  13 — 16.     It  was  this  city  that  Abraham 
.  and  Isaac  had  in  view ;  they  kept  it  in  the  eye  of 
their  faith,  and  it  made  them  forget  their  owri 
country  and  their  native  home ;  they  sought  a  city 
that  hath  foundations; 'Iv'hose  maker  and 'builder  ii 
God,  Heb.  xi.  IO.m  TJpon  mourit  Zion  God*  hath 
cotnmanded  the  blessing,  even  life  fnt  evermore, 
cxxxiii.  3.     To  this-  mountain  Jacob  looked  wheji 
he  was  on  his  deathbed,  and   kneMf  that  God's 
eternal ^love  was  the  bounds  of  this  city,  ai>c|  that 
all  his  blessings'  came  from  thence.     "  The  bless- 
ings of  thy  father  liave  prevailfed  abot^the  Wessf 
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the  everl^ting  hiljs."  This  is  Solomon's  Uttle  city 
with  few  men  in  it,  which  the  great  king  came  to 
besiege  with  great  bulwarks,  which,  the  poor  wise, 
man  hy  his  wisdom  delivered,  who  is  so  little  re^ 
^^rded  foriiis  great  deliverance,  EccL  ix*  14t--16. 
This  is  the  only  city  of  refuge  under  the  gospel ; 
and  it  is  near  to  flee  into,  and  it  is  a  little' one; 
but  God  will  never  destroy  it,  nor  the  lot  of  his 
inheritance  who  become  citizens  of  it 

In  vain  pien  grope  in  the  wilderness  to  find  it, 
and  ^U  religion  is  vain  that,  doth  not  bring  loen  toi 
it;  *^  Tl^e  labojur  of  the  foolish  we^rieth  every  one 
of  them,  because  he  knoweth  not  how  to  go  to  the. 
city."    It  is  on  the  holy  hill  of  Zion  that  God  has^ 
set  his  king;  and  the  daughters  of  Zion  arC:  toga 
fprthan^  behold  their  King  Solonion,  whom  Zion 
their  mother  crowned  in  the  day  of  his  espousals^ 
and  in  the  day  of  the  gladness  of  hi^  l^art^  Song: 
iii.  11.  This  is  the  city  of  the  great  King,  of  which 
such  glQppias  things  are  spoken ;  it  is  beautiful  for 
situation,  being  built  iipon  the  Rock  of  ages;  en«- 
qpmpa^sed' with  a  mountain  of  bra^s,  Zech.  vi.  I. 
A  city  set. on  a  hill,  that  cap  never  be  hid,  Matt.  v. 
14 ;  and  is;  tbejoy  of  the  whole  earth ;  for  God  is 
known  in  her  palapes  for  a  refuge,  Psalm  xlviii.  3; 
he  hath  redeemed  her  with  judgment,  and  her  con- 
vprts^  with  righteousness ;  .and. "  out  of  Ziojji  the 
perfection  of .  beavttyiGod  hath  shined.'^    I^  is  his 
own  metrppolitan  J  it  is  the  city  of  the  great  King: 
this  mountain  brings  peace  tO|the  people,  and  the^ 


little  hills  obtam  it  by  fafth  in  an  imputed  rightc 
ousncss,  Psalm  Ixxii.  3.  The  river  of  life,  and  all 
its  streams  of  comfort,  are  to  make  glad  this  city 
cC  God,  Psalm  xlvt.  4.  I>ivrne  singers  and  all 
cefestial  mtrsicians  shall  be  there;  all  God's  springs 
of  love,  iirercy,  and  peace  are  in  her,  Psalm  Ixxxvii; 
7 ;  and  every  saint  of  God,  whether  a  native  of 
Rahab,  Babylon,  Tyre,  or  Ethiopia,  shall  be  born 
m  her;  this  and  that  man  shall  bqborn  there, 
Psalm  Ixxxvii.  4 — 6.  As  soon,  as  Zion  travails  she 
brings  forth,  and  of  her  womb  shall  a  nation  be 
fcom  tit  once :  of  the  breasts  of  her  consolations 
shall  e\'ery  babe  of  grace  soick,  and  upon  her  knees 
shall  etery  child  of  God  be  dandled ;  for  God  hath 
extended  peacfe  to  her  like  a  river,  and  righteous 
itess  as  an  overflowing  stream. 

Ziott's  laws  are  in  the  heart  of  Zion^s  King;  the 
kw  of  faith,  the  perfect  law  of  liberty,  and  the  law 
of  the  Spirit  of  life,  go  forth  from  hence:  "out  of 
Zion  shall  go  forth  the  law,  and  the  word  of  the 
Lord  from  Jferusalem/'  Isaiah  ii.  3.  ;And,  as  for 
tfaem  that  say,  ^  Let  us  break  their  bonds  asunder, 
and  cast  away  their  cords  from  us ;  He  that  sittetb 
m  the  heavens  shall  law gh ;  The  Lord  shall  have 
them  in  derision/^  The  throne  of  grace  is  in  Zion; 
"  Whosoever  shall  call  on  the  name  of  the  Lord 
shall  be  delivered ;  for  in  mount  Zion  shall  be  de- 
liverance, as  tlie  Lord  hath  said,  and  in  th6  remnant 
whom  the  Lord  shall  call.'*  Tliis  i^  our  comfort, 
that  God  M^ill  never  depart  from  this  city;  for 
**  the  name  of  the  city  from  that  day  ^haH  be^,  tho 
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Loird  is  there,"  Ezek.  xlviii,  35.  From  this  city 
<jrod  sends  hcjlp  to  his  ]>eople ;  they  are.  strength- 
ened  put  of  Zion :  and  it  is-  against  this  city  that 
all  our  blind  legal  watchmen  are  levelling  their 
vain  janglin^s ;  but  all  that  fight  a^nst  mount 
Zion  and  h^r  munition,  and  all  that  distress  her, 
shall  be  as  the  dream  of  a  night  vision,  Isaiah 
xxix.  7.  The  Highest  himself  shall  estaW^K  her; 
"  God  sh^ll  help;  her,  and. that  right  early  f  she 
^hall  never.be  moved;  not  one  of  her  stakes  shall 
ever  be  cemoved,  nor  any  p^  her  cords,  ever  be 
broken,  Isaiah  xx^ii.  20i  JThis^  cjly,  shall,  be  let 
d.own  out  pf  heaven  at  th^,  fipal  qonflagratpn^  and 
shall  be  at  the  right  ^lanjljof  the  King  whcin  he 
inakps  all  things  new,  Rev.  xxi.  S,:  5 ;  and  all  that 
<:pnipass  .^bout  this  beloved  city  fire  shall  come 
down  froiT\.G<)d..o.ut  of  heaven  aud  ,deyour  them, 
Rev.  xx^  9.  To  moimt  Zion,.  the  city  of  the  living 
CJod,  tl>A  heavenly* Jerusalem,  are  all  the  paints  |x) 
pe  brougl^|:.;  h?.re  are  the  in^unterable  compapy  of 
angels:  this  is  the  general  assembly  and  church 
of  die  first-bom,  which  are  written  iit  heaven; 
here,  is  God  the  judge  of  all,  and  here  are  the  spi- 
rits of  jiist  men.  made  perfect ; .  here  i$  Jesus,  the 
mediator  of  the  new  covenant,  and  the  blood  of 
j^prinkliugt  diat  speaketh  better  things  than  that 
of  Abel ;  and  what  would  the  believer  have  more  ? 
See  that  ye  refiise  not  him  that  spieaketh,  Heb.xii* 
22—25.  It  is  out  of  Zion  the  Deliverer  shall  come 
to  the  Jews  when  he  appears^to  turn  away  ungod^* 
liDtiss  ffpna  Jacob,  Rom.  xi.  S6,    JJlessed  art;  thosa 


ambassadbVs  who  stick  by  this  city,  es{>ichi\y  wlieh 
she  IS  ^s  she'  is  now;,  low  in  a  low  |)lSce.  '**  Bless^i^ 
are  Jthey  that  sow  beside 'all  waters,  tliat  send  forth 
thither  thfe  feet  of  tlie  6x  and  the  ks§/'  Isa.  xx±i\. 
Idy  ^. '  O  'Zion,  if  tny  fibck^t'did  but  spridg "as 
fast  as  my  heart,  I  cduld  write  a  Vdltini^  upon  th^e; 
thon  artf  alm6st  hirf'by  the  smoke  df  Sinai :  surely 
tho6e*  that  defsf)ise'tliee  kAbw  not  \h6  ihonghti'of 
the  Lotd';  and  those  *  tMt '  depairf:  I  ffttni  thee"  sWall 
never  A^fde  thfe  spbih  "  T^hey  AeVe^ 
the  fi^eidbM^iaind  pri«ile^6S  of  this  dty  j  ttiey  nfeVef 
couW  be  Hfit'hm  hefVal^;  tteyVM  ciniy  spiek 
that  came  to  cdunt^hSi^  tbti^efe,  bbsef |^  h^f  ^akbe^, 
and  ihific  her  bnlWkfl^jJ'j  tod  are  bais^tehiirg  aWay, 
having  robbed  her  airfbassadors  df  tttd  tiattife  Evan- 
gelist, which  belongs  to  Zion*^  WaiBHttiierii  ^tid  lid 
others;  and  caii  be  no  more  applitfable  ttt  a  tnimV 
tei*  xif  the  Ifett^f  dian  the  word  grade  Would  bfe  ib 
one  df  the  dukes  of  Edom.  HoW^^^i^,'^  God  CalH 
them  in  his  W9rd  by  other  hameij  siich  as  vaiti 
jariglers,  subverters  of  Ins  people^  teftipteti  of  God; 
bewitchers  of  his'sainti^  authors  of  shipwreck,  iell- 
ous  affecters  but  not  well,  excluders'  A^diii  Christ, 
perverters  of  truth,  spies  that  cbme  m'  to  sfee  the 
liberty  of  his  children,  and'  bring  thent  into  bcWd- 
ag^;  tinkling  cymbals;  and  declares  that;  if  an 
angel  fi^om  heaven  preach  any  dthef  gbspel  thdii 
that  which  his  servant  Paul  preached,  let  hini  be 
accursed.  Gal.  i.  9.        " '  ' 

As  to  the  secret  lashes  that  these  geiltlem^ti 
have  g^ven  me,  is  little  grief  to  me;  I  know  that 


God  the  Savroiir  rex'ealeAtliw  cloctrine  ta  nly  aooi 
iaiiid  I  Aefy.ehhep  Hii^  or  dttey  StiDt  inr  ^ejt^.iParaoM 
^r .  parsonrmakers^  Groven/or  avenues/ rWiIk3*d  or 
siiusfiells,  Wilis,  or  tesitameiKfiSyfKkn^tnea  or;aiicleai 
f|V>wers:  or  i  castas,  backs  ii»r  BfeUies,  Kiu^htSior 
days,  Wfltts'br  whims^  io  prove  that  ,God!$  iwoiki 
pointy, oii(xleirtiier  law  or  1*016  .thEtinottiitiZio&  'daiH 
tidt  iarnbh' die  believer  withi  '^Hbn'sKingi sends 
thialrod  of  <  his  :strength  ^(ntt  henoe ;  hii  ioiilgiioni 
'Stoiifds  nbt  in  ivord  '^  hut  ia  pooKfer^i  m  ^righteduai 
nrs9/  peace,  and  joy  in  th?  H^JyjGhoitj.fdr.lie 
that  in  these  things  serveth  Christ  is  acceptable  to 
God,  and  approved  of  men,"  Rom.  xiv.  1 7,  18-  ^ 

No  man  can  couple  these  two  mounts  together; 
and  he  that  is  a  stranger  to  the  sentence  and  wrath 
of  the  one  is  a  stranger  to  the  feasts  and  joys  of 
the  other;  such  never  publish  their  conversion, 
nor  their  call  to  the  ministry;  and  it  is  best  npt, 
for  any  discerning  christian  may  easily  perceive 
that  they  are  strangers  to  both.  I  doubt  not  but 
men  may  learn  some  of  these  things  notionally, 
and  preach  them ;  but  what  kno^v  they  of  these 
things  ?  What  know  they  of  the  terrors  of  God, 
the  law  of  faith,  the  law  of  the  spirit  of  life,  of  the 
dominion  of  grace,  union  with  Christ,  and  liberty 
by  the  Spirit?  To  plunder  and  preach  these  things 
without  an  experience  of  them  in  the  heart,  is  only 
a  parable  in  the  mouth  of  fools.  I  did  not  so  learn 
tiiese  things,  nor  did  I  find  them  in  any  authors ; 
for  the.  few  that  I  have  read,  whether  they  were 
called  Antinojnians,  or  whether  they  were  minis- 
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tcrs  of  the  letter,  which  now-a-days  are  called 
evangeh^tSy  neitliet  of  them  pleased  nor  instructed 
nte;  for  those  called  Antinoniians  seemed  to  have 
Boi  experience^  and  ttose  who  pretended  to  be 
evangelists  seenkbl  to  have  as  little  understanding: 
thial^nowy  that  while  I  suffered  the  terrors  of 
Knai  I  was  distracted,  and  when  I  Wds  brought  to 
Zion  I  was  clothed  and  in  my  right  mind.  I  did 
mtend  to  have  sent  out  a  Riddle  at  the  end  of  tfaia ; 
but,  as  it  swells  too  big  for  the  pockets  of  many  of 
my  friends,  must  postpone  that  till  another  oppor* 
ttiaity. 


THE   END. 


T.  Btntky,  Printer,  Bolt  Co9i(} 
Fie«i&(r«et)ton4on. 
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RULE  AND  A  RIDDLE,  &c. 


TO    MRS.  R.  J,  AT  B N D. 

I  RBCEivKD  my  fifter*s  kind  cpiftlcj  and 
have  confidered  her  numberlefs  complaints^  and  the 
difficulty  of  her  way.  ^at  which  is  crocked  cannot 
hemadejiraighty  and  that  which  is  wanting  cannct 
henumbired^  lays  Solomon,  EccleC  i.  15.  Every 
cpiftlc  comes  with  heavy  tidings ;  and  no  wonder, 
for  thou  art  comparing  about  the  old  mount,  and 
haft  got  the  veil  on  again  \  and  thou  wilt  hold  it 
faft  enough^  unlefs  ibme  evangelical  watchman, 
or  keeper  of  the  walls,  be  fent  to  fmitc  thee,  wound 
thee,  and  take  away  ihy  veil  from  thee.  Song,  v.  7. 
Thy  poor  hufband  muft  have  need  of  patience 
now  to  bear  with  tfiee,  for  thy  temper  will  try  him 
to  purpofe.  There  is  no  living  at  peace  where 
Hagar  keeps  houfe.  Let  the  bond  woman  once 
get  between  thee  and  the  everlafting  Father,  and 
fhe  will  foon  make  you  feel  the  difference  between 
the  yoke  of  a  bohd  miflrefs  and  the  frredom  pf 
a  married  vvifc.     Hagar  will  foon  heat  rule,  en- 
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tangle  thee  in  the  yoke  of  fervile  fear;  and  provoke 
thee  to  jealoufy,  till  thy  flefli  be  ready  to  crawl 
upon  thy  bones ;  and  thou  wilt  become  a  burden 
to  thyfelf,  and  to  all  about  thee  -,  and  then  it  is  well 
if  thou  doft  not  fay,  A^  wr(wg  be  upon  thee.  It 
is  thy  own  fooHfhnefs  that  perverteth  thy  way, 
and  thy  heart  fretteth  againft  the  Lord.  Prov. 
xix.j.  Truth  has  told  thee  that  Hagar  is  mount 
Sinai  in  the  figure,  and  genders  to  bondage  j  but 
.  if  the  Lamb's  wife  fets  no  more'  (lore  by  her 
dignity  and  honour  than  to  commit,  the  manage- 
ment of  her  affairs  to  a  bond  fervant,  it  is  a  pity 
but  (he  fliould  bear  the  yoke  till  (he  knows  the 
worth  of  her  liberty,  honour,  and  privileges,  Ha- 
gar was  appointed  to  ferve,  XK)t  to  bear  rule. 
There  are  three  things  that  dlfquiet  the  earth, 
yea  four  that  it  cannot  bear;^  and  the  firft  \%for  a 
fervant  when  be  reigneth.  Thou  art  not  to  ferve 
in  the  oldnefs  of  the  letter ;  therefore  caft  out  the 
bond  woman  and  her  fon,  for  the  bond  woman 
muft  not  govern  the  Lamb's  wife,  nor  (hall  the 
bond  child  be  heir  with  the  children  of  promi(c. 
This  thing  will  not  be  grievous  to  the  Father 
of  the  faithful  concerning  the  bond  woman  and 
her  fon;,  for  he  has  told  thee  that  the  ftt^vant 
abideth  not  in  the  houfe  for  ever,  but  the  fon* 
abidechever;  and  thofe  fons  are  free  fons,  who, 
are  delivered  from  the  yoke  of  bondage,  and  (land 
faft  in  their  liberty  j  and  the  free  woman  is  one 
who  cleaves  to  her  royal  hu(band,  manages  her 
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houfe  with  difcretion,  and  keeps  her  fervants  in 
their  place. 

Thou  hadft  not  got  this  yoke  on  thy  neck,  nor 
this  grave- cloth  wrapped  about  thy  head,  when 
thou  fateft  under  what  is  now  called  Antinomianifnn : 
thy  foul  feemed  then  to  be  healthy,  thy  converfation 
favoury,  and  thy  countenance  comely  -,  thy  heart 
was  "like  the  chariots  of  Amminadib,  and  thou 
didft  run  the  race  >  fet  before  thee  with  delight. 
But  where  art  thou  now  ?  They  have  driven  thee 
with  the  law  till  thou  art  both  blind  and  bound. 
They  zealoufly  affe£i you^  but  not  well;  they  that  lead 
thee  caufe  thee  to  err  and  deftroy  the  way  of  thy 
paths  ;  thou  art  not  now  in  Wifdom*s  pleafant  ways, 
nor  in  the  paths  of  peace. 

Remember  from  whence  thou  art  fallen — from 
thy  firft  love,  from  heart-felt  union  and  fellowfhip 
with  Chrift,  from  joy  and  peace  in  believing,  and 
from  the-  happy  enjoyment  of  God's  free  Spirit ! 
Thou  didft  then  enjoy  the  liberty  of  the  gofpel ; 
now  thou  feeleft  the  bondage  of  the  law.  The  Lord 
did  attend  the  word  with  a  marvellous  power,  and 
miniftered  the  Spirit  among  you  by  the  preaching 
of  faith.  Does  he  the  fame  now  by  the  works  of  the 
law  ?  I  trow  not.  Thou  haft  felt  the  Saviour's 
yoke  to  be  ealy,  and  his  burden  light ;  and  thou 
never  waft  more  holy  nor  happy  within,  nor  more 
circumfpe6l  without,  than  thou  waft  then.  I  would 
have  thee  try  and  fee  what  the  law  can  do  for  thee : 
ftick  to  it,  and  try  what  love,  life,  peace,  and 
A  3  holincfs. 
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holincfs,  can  b^  fetched  from  thence  j  and,  when 
thou  haft  perfe^Sled  the  work  of  fandification  by 
that  rule,  then  be  fo  kind  as  to  fend  me  an  exaft 
account  of  it  -,  explain  the  operations  of  it,  thy 
fenfations  under  it,  and  a  true  account  of  the 
fupcrabounding  pradical  holinefs  that  thy  faniily^ 
fcllow-mcmbers,  and  neighbours,  fee  in  thee. 

Not  one  holy  motion,  not  one  divine  and  plea- 
fing  ienfation,  not  a  fingle  flame  of  pure  love  to 
God  or  man,  wilt  thou  ever  fetch  from  that  cove- 
nant. The  law  workitb  wraib ;  and  the  carnal 
mind  is  enmity  againft  the  lawgiver ;  nor  can  it  be 
fubjeft  to  the  law.  Thofe  that  are  under  it  may 
cleave  to  one  another,  but  the  union  is  only  the 
.  bond  of  natural  afFeftions  ;  and  fome  are  held  to- 
gether by  corrupt  afic&ions,  and  fome  given  up 
to  vile  affedions.  But  pure  love  flows  freely  from 
a  reconciled  God  in  Chrift  Jefus  i  and  13  (hed 
abroad  in  the  heart  by  the  Holy  Ghoft,  who  is  the 
ipirit  of  love  and  of  a  found  mind. 

Thou  canfl  not  difcern  one  from  the  other.  No  5 
for  Paul  fays  the  preacher  knows  not  what  he  fays, 
flor  whereof  he  affirms;  and,  if  fo,  the  flock,  and 
thyfelf  among  them>  muft  be  toffed  to  and  fro  with 
a  tempeftj  afflided,  and  not  comforted  $  nor  will 
be,  until  God  appears  to  lay  their  ftones  with  fair 
colours :  and,  as  foon  as  the  eled  Foundation, 
diief  Corner  Stone,  Stone  of  Help,  and  the  Living 
Stone  appears  with  divine  luftre,  thou  wilt  quit  the 
fiorm>  and  be  glad  to  embrace  the  fhadow  of  that 
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Rock  in  this  weary  Iwd.  If  thou  aim  at  holinefi 
by  the  law,  remember  thou  muft  be  perfeft  in  the 
fleih  as  well  as  fpirit.  The  law  is  perfed  i  it  will 
allow  of  na  infirmities,  no  evil  thoughts,  no  adultei. 
rous  looks,  no  anger  nor  evil  tempers^  no  fire  to  be 
kindled  on  the  Sabbft(b  day ;  not  fpeakingljiy  own 
words,  nor  thinking  thy  own  thoughts  on  that  day  i 
thy  neighbour  muft  be  lored  as  thyfclf;  half  thy 
goods  muft  be  given  to  the  poor;  one  coat  of  the 
two  muft  go  to  them  that  have  none  5  and  then  there 
is  no  getting  to  heaven  but  by  taking  up  the  cr<^^ 
and  following  Jefus.  No  man  (hall  ever  ftand  the 
teft  of  that  law  without  a  pare  love  to  God,  divine 
life  in  Chrift,  hoHncfs-by  the  Spirit,  arid  an  everlafting 
righteoufncfs  from  die  God  of  his  falvation.  When 
you  come  to  London  again  we  will  compare  notes 
together,  and  fee  which  has  gained  moft  by  trading ; 
until  which  time  purfue  your  prefcnt  path,  and  I 
will  purfue  mine. 

Make  the  law  your  only  rule  of  life;  read  it, 
keep  your  eyes  upon  it,  and  live  by  it  ^  and  I  will 
pray  that  I  may  be  kept  dead  to  the  law,  and  alive 
unto  God  ;  that  I  may  be  crucified  with  Chrift,  and 
yet  live  j  yet  not  I,  but  that  Chrift  may  live  in  tne. 
If  you  make  the  law  your  rule  of  life,  you  are  ali^c 
to  the  law,  and  walk  in  the  law.  And,  if  Chrift  lives 
in  me,  I  fhall  be  kept  alive  unto  God,  and  walk  in 
ncwnefs  of  life. 

Go  you  on  with  the  commandments,  and  I  wiU 

go  on  with  the  promifes.     Make  the  law  your  rule 

A4  ^ 


(     8)) 

of  Walk,  -and I  ,will  pray  .God  to  perform  his  pro^ 
mifQ  in  jtTifi  ',.  for.GDd  hath  &id,  /  will  dwell  in  tbenh 
and  w^lk  in.  tbem.  i  Cor.  vi.  i6.  1  hus  you. go 
on  by ,  the  law>  racd.  I;  by  the  gofpcL  Do  you  per- 
form yo'Urduty,,  and  I  vUl: plead  my  privileges, 
^61  thou  as.an  induftrious.  i^vi^nt;  and,  by  God's 
gtaqe^  i  will  ad  as  an  aff!&^ionjite  fon.  Be  thou 
cbjedient  to  the  law,  and  I  will  pray  for  grace  for 
obedience  tp  the  faiths  Live  thou  in  fh«  fear  of 
thy  matter,  and. I  will  endeavour  to  honour  my 
heavenly  Father.  .,,.',  '  .  . 
-.  Make  the  law  thy.  only; rule  of  aftion,  and  ad 
accordingly ;  and  I  will  depend  upon  God  to  work 
in  rne  both  to  will  and  to  do  of  his  own  good  plea- 
furci  yea,  to  fulfil  all  the  good  pleafure  of  his  will 
in  me,  and  the  work  of  faith  with  power. 

Make  the  law  your  only  rule  of  converfation. 
Speak  of  the  commandments  when  thou  ftttejl  in 
thine  houjey  and  when  thou  walkeji  by  the  way,  when 
thou  lieji  dotvn,  and  when  thou  rijeji  up.  •  Jnd  thou 
jhalt  write  them  upon  the  door-pojis  of  thine  houje, 
and  upon  thy  gates  \  that  your  days  may  be  multiplied^ 
and  the  days  of  your  children-^  in  the  land  which  the 
Lord  jware  unto  your  fathers  to  give  them  as  the 
days  of  heaven  upon  the  earth.  Deut.  xi.  19,  ao>  2i, 
And  1  w'ill  pray  God  to  create  the  fruit  of  my  lips  5 
to  give  me  a  month  and  wifdom  that  all  my  enemies 
ftiall  not  be  able  to  gainfay  or  refill ;  and  that  it 
may  not  be  me  that  fpeaks^-  but  that  the  Spirit  of 
my  heavenly  Father  may  fpcak  in  mc  i  and  then 
jsny    converfation    will    be   with   power,  and  my 
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words  feafoned  with  fak,  miniftering  grace.  Thus 
runs  the  promife,  and  the  excellency  and  the  power 
is  of  God ;  and,  if  God  perform  his  promife  to  me 
he  will  have  all  the  glory ;  and,  if  thou  perform  thy 
taflc,  thou  haft  whereof  to  glory,  but  not  before  God, 
whatever  thou  doft  before  men. 

Let  the  minifters  of  the  letter  bind  all  the  griev- 
ous burdens  upon  your  fhoulders  that  you  caa 
poffibly  bear,  and  I  will  caft  my  burdens  on  the 
Lord,  who  has  promifed  to  fuftain  me.  Be  thou 
careful  to  obferve  all  the  grievoufnefs  which  they 
prefcribe,  and  I  will  caft  all  my  care  upon  him  that 
careth  for  me.  Walk  thou  by  fight,  and  I  by  faith  ; 
walk  thou  in  the  letter,  and  I  in  the  Spirit.  Look 
thou  to  the  commandments,  and  I  will  look  to 
Jefus. 

They  that  fay  thisdoftrine  opens  a  door  to  all 
licentioufnefs  know  not  what  they  fay.  You  faw 
nothing  like  that  in  me  j  and  thofe  that  are  fetting 
thfe  law  perpetually  before  your  eyes,  and  enforcing  i 

holinefs  from  that,  in  order  to  blind  your  mind,  ! 

and  prejudice  your  foul,  againft  the  truth  and  the  i 

preachers  of  it,  give  you  no  other  proof  of  their 
fuperior  holin^ls  than  what  you  hear  from  their 
.  mouth.  There  is  no  more  pov/er  in  their  difcourfes, 
no  more  favour  in  their  converfation,  no  more 
knowledge  of  the  word,  no  more  experience  of  grace, 
no  more  fuccefs  in  their  miniftjy,  no  more  liberality, 
no  more  prcvalency  with  God  in  prayer,  no  more 
circumfpe6tion  before  men,  nor  confcientioufnefs  . 
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towards  God,  than  appears  in  fome  that  arc  Called 
Antinomtans;  nor  half  fo  much*  Men  who  have 
nothing  to  recommend  them  either  in  heart  or  life, 
muft  do  all  by  the  found  of  a  trumpet.  He  thac 
*  hboured  more  abundantly*  than  they  all,  and  much 
more  to  the  purpofe,  faid,  //  is  not  I,  but  the  grace 
9fGod  that  was  with  me.  But  we  have  fome  in 
our  days  who  tell  us  they  fetch  all  their  comfort 
froni  their  holinefs,  and  their  holinefs  from  the  law : 
and  I  believe  them ;  for  they  feem  to  have  qo  fel- 
lowfhip  with  the  God  of  comfort,  nor  experience  of 
the  Holy  Ghoft.  Cleave  thou  to  the  Saviour,  atid 
depend  on  his  grace ;  and,  when  thefe  fail,  then  try 
the  law.  The  way  to  Sinai  is  broader  than  the  way 
to  Zion  ;  the  path  is  the  moft  beaten,  and  there  are 
the  greateft  number  of  travellers.  It  is  eafier  to 
get  law  than  golpel ;  and  a  throne  of  judgment  is 
more  acceffible  than  a  throne  of  grace.  We  have 
fcgions  of  unconverted  preachers  of  the  letter,  but 
minifters  of  tbe  Spirit  are  few.  Moft  men  will 
proclaim  their  own  gopdnefs,  but  a  faithful  man 
who  can  find  ?  Men  who  are  unacqiiainted  with  the 
power  of  godlinefs  muft  enforce  the  letter,  for  that 
is  all  their  ftock.  With  the  letter,  a  great  noife, 
and  a  fair  fhew  in  the  flcfh,  they  deceive  the  fimple. 
The  myftery  of  faith  is  a  puzzling  thing  to  an  un- 
experienced heart  and  an  unenlightened  head  :  when 
they  attempt  this  they  only  betray  their  ignorance. 
The  gentleman  was  right — fFitbout  holinejs  no  man 
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Jball  foe  the  Lord :  and,  if  he  has  no  holinefs  but 
what  he  gets  from  the  law,  he  will  never  fee  the 
Lord  with  acceptance  5  for  except  a  man  be  bom 
again  of  the  Holy  Gboji^be  cannot  fee  (much  lefs 
enter  into)  the  kingdom  of  God.  The  kingdom  of 
God  is  in  power  :  regeneration  enlightens  us  into  it, 
and  gives  us  a  fenfible  jcnjoyment  of  it;  for  it 
ftands  in  righteoufnefsj  peace,  and  joy,  in  the  Holy 
Ghoft  i  nothing  of  which  comes  to  us  from  the 
law.  If  enforcing  tl\e  law  as  the  only  rule  of  life, 
and  fetting  it  before  thee  as  thy  only  ftandard  of 
holinefs,  be  accompanied  with  power ;  if  it  produce 
.  love  to  God  and  man ;  if  it  promote  true  holinefs ; 
if  it  rcfrefh  the  new  man,  and  clothe  the  foul  with 
humility  and  felf-loathing ;  if  it  endear  Chrift,  and 
ftrengthen  faith ;  if  it  produce  fpiritual  life  and 
peace ;  if  it  enlighten  the  eyes,  enlarge  the  heart, 
wean  from  the  world,  purify  the  foul,  encourage 
diligence,  and  make  God,  his  ways  and  worfhip, 
the  delight  of  thy  foul,  thou  mayeft  well  bear  with 
them  5  for  thefe  things  come  from  God,  and  do 
accompany  falvation.  But  I  know  there  is  nothing 
of  all  this  attend  fuch  preaching ;  and  this  letter  of 
yours  is  a  fufficient  proof  of  it.  I  have  fet  before 
my  lifter  the  law  and  the  gofpel,  commandments 
and  promifes,  life  and  death,  a  bleHlng  and  a  curie. 
If  thou  cleave  to  the  letter  of  the  law,  and  make 
that  thy  rule  of  life,  walk,  aftions,  and  converfation ; 
then  thy  obedience  will  be  the  obedience  of  the 
law,  not  of  faith ;  they  will  be  thy  fruits,  not  the 
3  fruits 


fruits  of  the  Spirit.  By  the  law  yoii  work,  by  thd 
gbfpel  God  works  in  me.  You  produce  fruit  iri 
obedience  to  the  letter  j  in  Chrlft  is  my  fruit  found. 
You  work  by  the  law  •,  by  the  gofpel  God  works  all 
my  works  in  me.  By  the  law  you  muft  make  a 
new  heart,  and  a  new  fpirit;  by  the  gofpel  God 
creates  me  anew  in  Chrift  Jefus.  By  the  law  yoxi 
muft  love  God}  by  the  gofpel  God's  love  is  (hed 

*  abroad  in  my  heart.  By  the  law  you  muft  wafli  you, 
and.  make  you  clean  j  by  the  gofpel  God  cleanfcs 
me  from  all  filthinefs  both  of  flefti  and  fpirit.  Thus 
God  works  by  the  gofpel,  and  by  the  law  you 
work:  by  the  one  fclf  is  denied,  and  Chriftisall  in 
alii  by  the  other,  felf  is  exalted,  and  you  are  all  in 
all.  One  of  thefe  agents  muft  give  way :  .grace 
muft  be  grace,  and  works  no  more  works ;  or  works 
muft  be  all,  and  grace  nothing  at  .all.  I  do  not 
frujlrate  the  grace  of  God  i  for,  if  righteoufn^s  come 

,  by  the  law,  Chriji  is  dead  in  vain.  And  as  righ- 
teoufnefs  did  not  come  by  the  law,  fo  neither 
did  holinefs,  life,  or  fanftification  come  by  the  law. 
Chrift  is  made  of  God  unto  us  wifdom,  life, 
righteoufriefs,  fandtification,  and  redemption  ;  and 
he  doth  fanftify  and  cleanfe  his  church,  and  prefent 
it  without  fpot  or  wrinkle,  or  any  fuch  thing.  If 
this  open  a  door  to  all  licentioufnefs,  then  it  follows 
that  man's  dead  works  are  true  holinefs ;  and  all 
God's  works,  which  are  perfedt,  licentioufnefs. 
Will  not  this  be  bitternefs  in  the  end  ?  God  tells 
me  that  I  am  become  dead  to  the  law,  am  delivered 
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from  the  law,  and  that  I  am  not  under  the  }aw. 
And  what  is  all  this  dea^h  and  deliverance  for? 
That  we  might  live  in  fin  ?  Nay,  we  are  become 
dead  to  the  law,  that  we.  may  live  unto  God  -,  wc 
are  delivered  from  it,  that  we  may  ferve  God  in 
newnefs  of  the  Spirit ;  and  we  are  brought  from 
under  it  that  we  might  be  under  grace.  But  why 
living  unto  God,  ferving  in  the  Spirit,  and  being 
under  grace,  fhould  be  called  a,  door  to  all  licen- 
tioqfnefs,  I  know  not :  1  muft  refer  this  to  the 
hearing  of  the  great 'God  when  the  year  of  revenges 
comes  on  for  the  controyerfy  of  Zion.  But>  if 
my  fifter  chufes  to  live  to. the  law,  be  under  it  as 
her  only  rule  of  life,  walk^  and  a6bion,  not  accept- 
ing deliverance,  flie  is  welcome:  let  her  bow 
her  fhoulders  to  bear,  and  become  a  fervant  to  tri- 
bute i  fhe  will  find,  ere  long  that  that  lamp  will  go 
out,  and  then  Ihe  will  be  calling  for  oil.  She  is 
poor  and  needy  now ;  but  the  legal  veil  fometimes 
blinds  the  eyes  to  that  degree,  that  a  perfon  may  be 
poor  and  wretched,  miferable,  blind,  and  naked, 
and  yet  not  know  it.  If  thou  waft  to  adhere  to  the 
voice  of  Chrift  in  the  promifes,  and  to  the  voice 
pf  the  Spirit  in  thy  confcience  (if  it  be  there), 
thou  wouldft  find  a  living  rule  much  preferable  to 
a  killing  letter  and  a  yoke  of  bondage.  On  the 
other  hand,  fhe  is  at  full  liberty ;  I  have  no  domi- 
nion over  her  faith.  Let;  her  take  the  portion  of" 
goods  that  fall  to  her,  and  gather  all  together,  and 
trade  away  with  her  "  rule  of  aft  ion  ;'*    it  will  not 

^be 


C     >4     ) 

be  long  before  (he  will  find  the  law,  with  its  gcif- 
dering  yoke,  will  bring  her  into  the  wildernefs ;  and 
when  in  a  far  country  and  a  dry  land,  Ihe  noay  re- 
member her  firft  hu/band,  turn  beggar,  and  be 
glad  to  live  by  faith  on  the  fatted  calf  and  bread  of 
life*  Until  when  I  fhall  leave  Mrs.  Inftability  to 
make  the  moft  of  her  two  opinions:  only  adding 
that,  fliould  flie  ever  fail  in  bufinefs ;  Ihould  the 
citizen  of  that  country  turn  fwindler;  Ihould  ihe 
wafte  her  prefent  fubftance  ;  fhould  the  minifters 
of  the  letter  ftarve  her  with  huflcs;  when  fhe 
comes  to  herfelf,  when  her  belly  is  in  want,  when  Ihe 
is  humbled  to  beg,  and  longs  to  come  home,  I 
ihall  not  be  offended  at  the  mufic  and  dancing, 
but  remain  the  willing  fervantof  Mrs.  Prodigalis 
when  the  father  makes  merry.' 

^^rr^?78^'''''  Wm.  Huntington. 


TO    MftS.  R.  !•    AT    B — N — 1>. 

At  the  firfl:  fight  of  my  fitter's  letter 
thefe  words  darted  into  my  mind.  Behold^  yonder  is 
thflt  Shunamife!  h  it  well  with  thee?  is  it  welt 
with  thy  bujband?  is  it  well  with  the  child?  I 
mean,  is  it  well  with  confcience  ?  is  it  well  between 
Chrifl:  and  thee  ?  is  it  well  with  the  new  creature, 
^hichis  created  after  the  image  of  him  that  created 
him  in  righteoufnefs  and  true  holinefs,  which  is  fo 
often  called  a  licentious  Antinomian  ? 

There  is  little  in  this  letter  that  favours  of  union 
with  the  true  and  living  vine ;  or  of  joy  and  peace, 
the  blefifed  effedls  of  that  union  i  but  quite  the  re- 
verfe.  The  veil  hangs  heavy  on  thy  mind,  which 
)ias  obfcured  him  that  is  fairer  than  the  children  of 
men.  Thou  doft  not  with  open  face  behold,  as  ia 
a  glafs,  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  that  changes  us  into 
the  fame  image,  from  glory  to  glory,  as  by  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord.  Mofes  is  turned  accufer  j  and 
that  is  the  way  he  ferves  all  who  put  their  truft  in 
Jiim.  No  enlargement  of  heart  doft  thou  enjoy; 
no  frefh  difcoyeries  of  the  beauty,  fuitablenefs,  and 
invaluable  worth  of  the  bleffed  Saviour.  Bondage 
damps  all  joys,  contrafts  .the  heart,  produces  fer- 
vile  fear,  oppofes  love,  and  fills  the  foul  with  fruit- 
Icfs    flavery,    rebellion,    murmuring,    difcontent, 
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deadnefs  in  devotion,  leannefs  of  foul,  and  enmity 
at  thofc  who  ftand  fail:  in  the  Lord^  and  in  the 
liberty  wherewith  he  has  made  them  free.     I  have, 
by  the  help  of  God,   brought  my  reli^on  into  a 
narrow  compafs  :    that  is,  by  faith,  by  prayer,  by 
examination,  by  felf-denial,  by  confeflion,  by  watch- 
.  flilnefs,  by  reading,  by  meditation,  and  by  diligence 
in  thefe  things,  to  keep  up  a  comfortable  communion 
and  fellowfhip  with  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift ;  and  in 
this  way  I  am  as  happy,   as  holy,  as  free  and  lively 
in  the  pulpit,  as  ufeful  in  my  miniftry,  as  much  far 
voured  of  God  both  in  providence  and  grace  j   am 
as  well  attended  in  my  miniftry,  and  by  as  difcern-. 
ing,  knowing,  experimental,  and  upright  a  people, 
as  any  evangelift  in  London  who  is  a  ftrangcr  to 
this  fort  of  Antin6,mianifm.     And  my  poor  fifter, 
sifter  Ihe  has  galled  her  neck,  fpent  her  ftrength, 
and  wafted  her  fobftance,   with   her  rule  of  life,' 
walk,  and  adion,  muft  conae  back  again,  and  fetcK 
virtue  from  the*  fame  vine, '  if  ever  flie  brings  forth 
any  fruit  unto  God.     Without  Chrift  flie  can  do 
nothing.     If  the  branch   abide  not  in  the  vine^  it  is 
caft  forth ^  and  withered.     He  that  abides  in  Chrift 
brings  forth  much  fruity  and  God  purgesTuch  that 
they  may  bring  forth  more  fruit.     Blinding  folk^ 
with    Mofes's  veil  is   not    fowing  light  for .  the: 
righteous,  and  gladnefs  for  the  upright  in  heart* 
Chrift  came  to  proclaim  liberty  to  captives,  and  to 
t)pen  the  prifon   doors  to   them  that  were  bound  : 
he  therefore,  that  brings  thee  into  'bondage,  doe? 
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HOC  preach  die  gofpel,  but  a£ts  as  Paul  did  with 
his  commiffion  from  the  high-pricftj   endeavours 
to  bring  all  bound  to  Jerufalem.    You  fufFer  if  a 
ttian  finite  you ;  and  fo  jrou  do  if  he  bring  you 
into  bondage.    I  once  went  to  hear  an  ancient 
divine,  who  was  the  firft  man  that  honoured  nme 
Wichthe  name  of  an  Antlnomian  ;  and  who  has  dealt 
enough  in  law  terrors  to  frighten  the  whole  metro- 
polis into  holinefsj  could  the  miniftration  of  death' 
perform  that  work :  but  I  faw  nothing  of  any  ope- 
ration upon  the  people  that  appeared  likely  to  pro- 
duce fruit  that  would  turn  to  any  good  account. 
There  were  fourteen  perfons,  within  twenty  feet  of 
me,  in  a  found  fleep^  and  as  unconcerned  under  all 
the  ftofm  as  Jonah  was  in  his  voyage  to  Tarlhi(h, 
There  was  nothing  of  the  outgoings  of  God  in  the 
fanccuary  -,  nor  did  he  ftir  up  his  ftrength,  and  come 
among  them.     The  labourer  fpcnt  his  arrows,  and 
hii  breath  too,  but  to  little  purpofe.     Nor  did  his 
rage  ftay  here ;  for  when  he  rofe  to  conclude  in  prayer, 
there  was  not  one  petition  nor  tribute  of  praife  utter- 
ed ;  the  audience  were  addrcffed,  not  Godj  the  people 
Were  accufed  j  and  no  little  rage  appeared  againffi 
the  Almighty  himfelf.     They  that  are  under  the 
law  never  can  be  fubjeft  to  it ;  and  thofe  that  arc 
deftitute  of  the  Spirit  of  love  are  at  enmity  in  their 
minds  againft  God.     I  thought   the  legal  cords 
of  the  miniftry  and  the  name  of  the  meeting  had  a 
very  apparent  agreement:    it  was  Ropemaker's 
Alley  Jn  more  fenfes  than  oner 
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As  thou  art  obliged  to  hear  all  forts  of  preachcrS| 
good  and  badj  take  the  following  advice.  When 
anjroneof  them  begin  to  flogtheewith  thelaw,  watch 
him  narrowly,  and  hear  him  attentively ;  and,  if 
you  find  that  he  can  dcfcribc  a  faving  knowledge 
of  God,  then  depend  upon  it  he  will  handle  thelaw 
lawfully.  The  knowledge  of  God  is  firft  learnt  in 
the  law — Every  one  that  bath  learned  of  the  Father 
iometh  unto  me^  fays  Chrift.  Such  know  the  terrors 
of  God,  and  therefore  perfuade  men.  They  know 
him  by  his  powerful  voice — "They  Jhall  know  in 
that  day  that  it  is  I  that  /peak;  behold  it  is  I. 
By  the  difcovery  of  their-  fins — //  is  I  that  make  a 
man  knoiv  what  are  his  thoughts.  By  his  fupporting 
hand-r-A/y .  hand  Jhall  be  known  towards  myjervants. 
By  his  word — He  revealed  him/elf  to  Samuel  in  Shilob 
by  the  word  of  the  Lord.  As  reconciled  in  Chrift, 
he  gives  them  an  heart  to  know  him,  by  pardoning 
them  that  he  refcrvcs.  By  a  fenfible  enjoyment 
of  his  love — -He  that-  loveth  is  born  of  God^  and 
knowetb  God.  If  a  man  knows  the  bondage  of  the 
law  of  works,  and  the  precioufnefs  of  the  law  of 
faith ;  if  he  knows  the  terrors  of  God  in  the  law, 
and  the  love  of  God  in  Chrift  Jefus;  he  is  the  man 
to  whom,  and  the  man  by  whom,  God  fpeaks — 
Hearken  unto  me,  ye  that  know  righteoufnefs ;  the 
people  in  whofe  heart  is  my  law.  Others  may  begin 
in  the  Spirit,  and  end  in  the  flelh :  they  may  begin 
to  build  upon  the  rock,  and  then  make  Chrift  a  rock 
of  offence  i  deftroy  at  one  ^ime,  and  then  build 
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again  that  Which  they  dcftroycd*  But  it  is  not  fo 
^ith  poor  fouls  whofe  hearts  are  cftablilhcd  with 
grace — The  law  of  bis  God  is  in  bis  beart ;  none  of 
bis  fiefs  fhallflide. 

God  has  written  his  law  within  him,  and  in  his 
mind  has  he  put  it ;  and  fays  he  (hall  not  depart 
from  him.  There  is  no  handling  the  law  lawfully 
without  a  knowledge  of  God  in  the  law.  Whett 
God  Ipcaks  to  a  man  in  the  fecrct  place  of  thunder, 
and  pro¥e3  him  at  the  waters  of  ftrife,  (Pfalm 
Ixxxi.  7.)  he  will  ever  remember  the  ftorm,  and 
the  inquifttion  for  blood  j  and,  if  God  reveals  his 
Son  in  him,  he  will  ever  keep  the  law  of  works 
and  the  law  of  faith  apart.  It  is  for  want  of  a 
knowledge  of  God  that  wc  have  fo  much  linfey- 
woolfey  doftrine,  and  fo  many  poor  fouls  are  kept 
in  perpetual  bondage,  groping  like  the  blind  for 
the  wall.  Of  fuch  preachers  God  complains — ^be 
friefis  faid  not^  Wbere  is  tbe  Lord?  and  tbey  tbat 
bandle  tbe  law  knew  me  not.  Tbe  faftors  alfo 
iranfgrejfed  againft  me^  and  tbe  propbets  propbefied 
hy  Baal.  Jer.  ii.  8.  Such  run,  but  I  have  not  font 
them,  fays  God ;  therefore  tbeyfhall  not  profit  tbis 
people  at  all.  I  know  many  will  fay  in  that  day, 
Lord^  Lord,  bave  we  not  propbejied  in  tby  name^ 
and  in  tby  name  cafi  out  devils^  and  done  many  won- 
derful  works?  Yet  caftiag  out  devils  is  not  con- 
verting fouls  to  Chrift.  A  devil  in  one  man  may 
command  a  devil  in  another  j  and  the  unclean 
.  fpirit  may  go  out,  and  Satan  get  praifc  by  counter- 
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fciting  the  power  of  Chrift.  There  is  not  lit-tle  <4 
this  among  tbe  Arminians;  The  fcven  fona  of 
Sccva  the  Jew  caft  out  devils,  though  the  devil  was 
at  the  fame  time  in  full  poffeflion  of  them,  as  we 
read  in  Afts  xix.  14.  Real  convcrfion  is  not  only 
cafting  the  devil  out  of  the  heart,  but  is  attended 
with  forming  Chrift  in  his  place  :  which  is  done  by 
the  power  of  the  Spirit  of  God  attending  the  word. 
The  parched  ground  of  a  barren  heart  muft  become 
a  pool,  the  thirfty  land  a  fpring  of  water  j  and  the 
habitation  of  dragons  muft  bear  the  herbage  or 
green  paftures  of  heavenly  truth ;  there  JhiiU  be 
grajs^  Viitb  reeds  and  rujhes.  lia.  xxxv.  7.  Thus 
Satan  is  fupplanted ;  and  not  only  caft  out,  but 
kept  out, 

I  have  confidercd  all  the  texts  that  you  refer  me 
to.  The  gofpel  leads  us  to  Zion ;  there  God  is 
reconciled;  there  Chrift  was  crowned;  there  is 
the  king  of  faints,  and  the  throne  of  grace.  At 
Sinai  God  dwells  in  thick  darknefs :  there  is  the 
flaming  fword  unlheathed,  the  throne  of  judgment, 
and  a  terrible  Judge.  There  is  Mofcs  the  accufer 
of  them  that  truft  in  him ;  and  a  fiery  law,  before 
which  there  is  no  ftanding.  Go  there  for  rules, 
or  whatever  help  thou  wanteft,  thou  wilt  not  be 
long  there  before  fin  will  ftarc  thee  in  the  face : 
the  law  will  bind  thee,  and  hold  thee ;  the  old  enmity 
will  boil  up_  afrefli ;  a  thoufand  doubts  and  fears 
will  furround  thee;  heavinefs,  dejeftioHj  and  dif- 
mi\y,  will  fink  thee  ^  the  arrows  of  God  will  drink 
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tip  thy  fpirit;  fpiritual  ftrength  will  fail  thcc; 
rdaxgtion,  utter  helpleflhefs,  and  wcaknefs,  will  fcize 
tlicc  i  and  thou  wilt  (land  before  the judgnfent-  feat 
quaking  and  trembling»  till  dclpondency  itfclf  will 
overwhelm  thy  foolilh  heart.  However,  go  on 
till  you  find,  as  Job  did,  that  the  arrows  of  the 
Alnrtighty  are  within  you.  Judgment  appears 
juft  before  you;  and  thtn  hw^e  UJ  he  take  fine 
mvtiy  with  his  fireke^  then  ^  great  ranjom  ean^mt 
deliver  tbee^  When  thou  haft  had  thy  fill  of  this 
ftorm,  and  been  broken  with  this  tempeft,  thou  wilt 
call  about,  as  he  did,  for  the  mercy-feat— -0  that 
J  knew  where  I  might  find  him  !  that  I  might  come 
even  to  his  /eat !  I  would  order  my  caufe  before 
him,  and  fill  my  mouth  with  arguments.  There 
:(but  no  where  elfe)  the  righteous  may  difpute  with 
him :  J6  Jhould  I  be  delivered  for  ever  from  my 
Judge.  .  . 

■^  .  I  know  feveral  at  this  prefent  time  that  have 
had  a  favoury  experience^  and  enjoyed  fpiritual  li- 
berty ia  Chrift,  who  by  getting  into  company  with 
Arminians,  and  fitting  under  minifters  of  the  letter, 
have  been  brought  into  bondage  again ;  and  have 
lain  withered,  both  in  body  and  foul,  and  bound 
hand  ^nd  foot,  from  year*s  end  to  year '3  end*' 
TKey  often  look  back  to  the  pleafing  mount  .on 
which  they  formerly  ftood,  crying  out.  My  leannefs  ! 
my  leannejs  I  Wo  unto  me !  They  fee  their  error ; 
but  unbelief  and  the  yoke  of  bondage  hold  them 
'  faft,  and  refufe  to  let  them  go  j  and  they  have  no 
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life,  fervour,  or  power,  in  prayer,  to  wreftk  for 
deliverance.  The  Spirit  of  God  is  grieved;  hift. 
freedom  has  been  abufed ;  from  gofpel  fimplicity, 
aqd  a  fimplc  depeqdancc  on  Chrift,  they  have  been 
feduced  j  joy  is  withered  away  from  them ;  nothing 
but  complaints,  difcontent,  and  murmuring,  pofTefs 
tfaemrthey  are  unfruitful  to  God  j  ufelefs  in  his 
caules  a  ftumbling-block  to  the  weak;  and,  by 
rhjcir  perpetual  complaints  before  all  ranks  of 
ChrHliansji  they  fpread  a  legal  damp  and  melancholy 
gloom  over  many  a  healthy  confcience  and  comely 
countenance  :  but,  alas  !  they  ftood  not  faft  in  their 
liberty,  and  therefore  are  juftly  entangled  with  the 
yoke  of  bondage. 

Thefc  arc  the  efFeSs  of  cleaving  to  the  law;  and 
my  fifter  is  no  ftranger  to  them  in  her  prefentftatc : 
ihe  (enfibly  feels  a  barren  heart  and  a  contradted 
fpirit,  though  (he  knows  not  from  whence  they 
fpring.  She  may  thank  the  minifters  of  the  letter 
for  her  bondage ;  and  £he  may  depend  upon  It 
that  nothing  but  the  miniftry  of  the  Spirit  will  ever 
bring  her  out  of  it.  Not  long  fmce  one  Fry, 
a  linen-draper  in  South  Moulton  Street,  a  mere 
novice,  lifted  up  with  pride,  had  a  mind  to  cut 
a  flourifli  in  the  pulpit,  and  to  have  a  ftroke  at  me. 
He  told  his  audience,  that,  if  he  had  a  thoufand 
fouls,  he  would  venture  them  all  upon  the  law; 
as  if  that  was  the  foundation  that  God  has  laid  in 
Zion ;  whe  n  we  know  that  as  many  as  are  of  the  works 
cfibe  law  are.  un4cr  the  curfe :.  and  if  the  fword  b;3ithed 
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in  heavcrt  Is  come  dowri^  on  the  people  of  God's  ' 
curfeto  judgment, ' whaf  will  becomeof  all  the 
fouls renrured  there?    -  fif  God  is  terrible  to  the 
kkigs  of  the  earth,  to  whom  He  has  committed  the  ' 
temporal  fword,  what  muft  he  be  to  fuch  inipollors  ' 
as  thefe,  who  thruft  themfelvcs  into  the  highefl: 
office  in  the  church,  and  pretend  to  handle  thc^ 
ipiritualone? 

Thou  doft  not  fcem  to  iinderftand  ^at  the  fcrip- 
tures  mean  by  the  word  law.  Sometimes  in  the 
Old  Teftament,  it  means  the  whole  fcriptures,  as 
the  New  Teftament  was  not  then  written :  though 
the  fubftance  of  it  laid  in  the  unaccomplilhed  pro- 
phecies, the  promifes,  and  the  cerennonial  law, 
which  was  the  gofpel  of  the  Jewifli  churgh  j  for 
unto  them  was  the  gofpel  preached  as  well  as  unto 
ns  J  but  the  word  did  not  profit  tbentj  not  being 
mixed  with  faith  in  them  that  beard  it.  Even  the 
promife  made  to  Abraham  is  fometimes  called  4 
Jaw :  He  hath  remembered  his  covenant  for  ever^ 
the  word  which  he  commanded  to  a  thoufand  genera- 
tions. JVhicb  covenant  be  fnade  with  Abraham^  and 
bis  oath  unto  Ifaac  j  and  confirmed  the  fame  unto 
Jacob  for  a  Law^  and  to  Ifrael  for  an  everlajiing 
Covenant 'j  faying^  Unto  thee  will  I  give  the  land  of 
Canaan,  the  lot  of  your  inheritance.  Pfal.  cv,  8 — 11. 
This  covenant  is  the  covenant  of  grace.  The  oa|h 
fecures  the  inheritance  given  to  A.oraham  by  pro- 
mife I  and  the  law  was  given  four  hundred  and  thirty 
years  after.    This  is  manifeftly  the  law  of  faith ; 
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for  as  many  4s  mc  of  &ith  ^r^  heirs  of  (hii  pPOf«U^^ 
fccuredby  this,  oath,  aadXh^cigoy  ihe  inheritance,, 
for.  they  arc  WfiffecJ  with  faithful  Ahr^^m.  In  thi» 
covenant  of  promife,  or  law  pf  faith,  the  Pfajmiflfe 
believed — IMiewJj  therefort  h^ve  I/poken. 

Had  fonne  of  our  Ictter-preachers  ever  receive^ 
the  commandment,  as  Paul,  David,,  and  others,  have 
done  ;  and  their  wicked  life  and  deceitful  hearts,  had 
been  laid  open ;  and  they  had  properly  felt  the  kill- 
ing power  of  the  letter  of  the  law  J  and  had  felt  a 
.ftrong  faith  in  the  holine&,  juftice,  and  ioimutability 
of  God  in  the  law ;   they  wouW  have  been  glad  to 
find  out  the  law  of  faith  as  well  as  David— 'iV^rfe  me 
gocdjudgmeni  and  knowledge,  for  I  have  believed  iby 
commandments.  Pfalm  cxix.  66.   This  faith  had  funk 
him,  (the  Pfalmift)  unlcfs  another  objedb  had  ap-r 
pearcd — 1  bad  fainted  unle/s  I  bad.  beUeved  to  fee  tbe 
goodnefs  rf  tbe  Lord  in  tbe  land  of  tbe  living.    Pfalm 
xxvii.  13.     This  goodnefs  of  the  Lord  which  ho 
faw  was  in  Chrift,  in  whom  he  believed ;  whom  ho 
calls  by  that  name — Blejfed  be  tbe  Lord^  myfirengtbi 
my  goodnefs y  myfortrefs^  my  bigb  tower ^  my  deliverer^ 
and  myfhield^  in  wbom  Itruft.    Pfalm  cxliv.   i,  a. 
Had  our  prefent  bond-minifters  firmly  believed  th(; 
commandments,  as  David  did,  they  would  have 
been  glad  to  exercife  faith  on  David's  Lord.    Had 
they  believed  Mofes,  they  would  have  believed 
Chrift ;  but,  if  they  believe  not  his  writings,  how 
Ihall  they  believe  the  Saviour's  worda  ?    Men  that 
are  dcftitute  of  a  faving  knowledge  of  God  in  Chrift 
3  Jcfus 
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J^fil$  l^now  nothu^  of  the  power  cither  of  law 
Of  gofpel,  though  they  may  pretend  to  itf.  They 
that  handle  the  lawkpow  me  not,  fays  God*  And 
mep  that  are  deftitute  of  gofpel  faith  in  Chrift  never 
believed  the  law  of  oommandoieots  to  be  what 
th^y  r^Dy  are  t  they  bcUcve  neither  Mofes's  writ- 
ings nor.  the  Saviour's  words ;  nor  will  they,  un- 
l^s  God  bring  them,  as  he  did  David;  to  the  Rock 
higher  than  themfelves  ;>  or  clfc  fink  thchi  in  defpair, 
a$  he  did  Francis  Spira,  under  the  wrath,  bondage^ 
and  curfe,  of  that  fiery  difpenfation.    • 

When  David  fays^--<C^^  tbou  mine  eyes,  that  I 
may  behold  wondrous  things  out  of  thy  law^^^I  am  a 
fir  anger  in  the  earthy  hide  not  thy  commandmmts  from 
me  (Pialm^cxix.  i8,  19);   it  was  the  ceremonial 
law  that  difcovered  wondrous  thinga to  hirn— things 
which  thofc  that  are  dead,  and  under  the  curfe  of 
Mofes*s  law,  know  nothing  of;    for  God  does  not 
fhew  wonders  to  the  dead.  Pfalm  Ixxxviii.  16.  But 
in  the  ceremonial  law,  which  was  a  part  of  the  Jews* 
gofpel,  David  faw  the  Saviour  reprefented  j  which 
kd  his  faith  to  him  wKofe  hands  and  feet  he  faw, 
in  the  viilon  of  faith,  jMerced  for  him.     In  that  la- 
crift^o  he  believed  I  which  broke  his  heart,  and  made 
his  foul  as  a  weaned  child.    Faith  in  him,  a  broken 
heart,  fpirkual  prayer  offered  up  through  him,  and 
offerings  of  praife  andthankfgivingfor  him,  he  knew 
pkafcd  God  better  than  a  bullock  that  hath  horns 
and  hoofs.  Thefe  were  the  wonders  that  David  faw ; 
and  thefe  were  things  that  he  meditated  on,  things 
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touching  the  King,     It  Was  not  the  breaiSth  of  the 
commandment  that  David  was  charmed  with,  hut 
the  pcrfeftion  of  beauty  beyond  it ;  him  that  was 
fairer  than  the  children  of  men,  whom  he  faw  to  be 
the  end  of  the  law  for  righteoufnefs  to  all  that  be- 
lieve 5  as  he  fays,  /  havejeen  an  end  of  all  perfeSion^ 
but  thy  commandment  is  exceeding  broad.    Itt  that 
blcffed  objeft  he  believed  for  the  pardon  of  his  fin, 
and  tlic  juftification  of  his  foul ;  and  pronounces  the 
ipan  ileffed  whofe  tranlgreffion  is  forgiven,  whofe 
fin  is  covered,   Blejfed  is  the  man  to  whom  the  Lord 
will  not  impute  iniquity y  and  in  whofe  Jpirit  there  is  nd 
guile.    Pfalm  Ixxxviii.  8,  The  pondage  of  the  law 
held  him  faft  j  and  he  brouglli^t  forth  no  more  fruit 
to  God's  glory  under  that  yoke  than  my  legal  accu* 
^rs  do>  who  fay  and  do  not.    But,  when  be  got 
put  of  his  fetters,  then  he  hojioured  bis  God,  like 
an  adopted  fon  indecd-p-O  Lordy  truly  I  am  thy 
Jervant  j   I  am  tbyjervanty  and  the  Jon  of  thy  hand" 
maid :  thotf^  baft  loo  fed  my  bonds.  1  will  offer  to  thea 
thefacrifi^eofjbankfgivingj  and  will  call  t^pon  the 
name  of  the  Lopd,     I  will  pay  my  vows  unto  the  Lord 
now  in  theprejence  of  all  his  people i"  in  the  midft  nf 
theey  O  Jerufakm,     Praifeye  the  l4^d.    Pfalm  cxyi. 
i6-^i  8.     When  my  fifter  gets,  her  feet  out  of  the 
ftocks  Ihe  will  offer  praifc  as  well  as  David,     Deli- 
vering grace  does  not  lead  t6  licentioufnefs  5  it  lays 
us  under  the  ftrongeft,  highcfti  and  moft  conftraio* 
ing  obligations  to  God  that  it-  is  poffiblc  for  a  mor-. 
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tal  to  feel  s  fuch  as  bond  children  and  hypocritet 
never  feit» 

Paul  lovod  the  law  of  God  after  the  inner  mart. 
True ;  ftick  to  that,  and  you  are  right ;  and,  whca 
you  hear  a  man  crying  up  and  enforcing  the  law 
upon  you,  mark  him,  and  fee  if  he  can  define  the 
new  man,  and  whether  he  feeds  the  new  man  ia 
you.  Chrift  in  the  heart  eats  his  honey- comb  with 
his  honey.  If  no  power  attends  the  word,  no  re^ 
frelhing  comes  from  the  Lord's  prcfence  s  if  he 
is  a  ftrangcr  to  that  experience  that  worketh  hopc^ 
he  knows  not  God  j  he  believes  neither  Mofes*s 
writings  nor  the  Saviour's  words ;  he  is  not  a  new 
creature,  but  is  in  the  flefh,  not  in  the  Spirit,  and 
only  trades  with  the  letten  He  does  not  know  the 
law ;  he  has  not  got  the  law,  nor  does  he  love  the 
law.  The  end  of  the  law  is  love :  God's  love  is  flied 
abroad  in  oyr  lieartsi  by  the  Holy  Ghoft.  Such 
love  the  law  after  the  inner  mans  and  love  is  the 
fulfilling  of  the  law.  To  walk  in  love,  ^s  ChrUt 
hath  loved  qs,  is  Paul's. more  excellent  w^y  i  a^d 
this  David  calls  the  way^  of  God's  conin^andment^j 
which  he  purfued  when  love  caft  out  the  flavifh  fe^r 
of  the  law,  delivered  hio^  froip  the  bondage  of  itj^ 
and  enlarged  his  heart  from  the  contradioii  and 
ftraitnefs  which  the  law  brought  him  into. — /  will 
run  ibeway  o/j^  commandments  wi>en  thoujhalt  en- 
large  my  heart.  Make  me  to  go  in  the  path  of  thy 
commandments  J  for  therein  do  I  delight.    Pfalm  qxix. 

J hQu  ^n  ende^youring  to  f^ptch  i)X  (hy  good 
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>Br<irfcs  from  the  law  of  Mofcs,  and  to  make  that  thjr 
only  rule  of  life  and  aftion  ;  but  David  fetched  his 
hefp  from  another  qimrter>  which  did  oot  lead  him 
lo  Ikentioufnefe.  He  wonsld  praife  God  when  he  had 
toofed  his  bonds ;'  but  thou  contcodeft  for  more 
bonds.  He  would  run  the  way  of  God's  c^mmaad- 
ments  when  God's  lore  had  enlarged  HU  heart ;  .but 
lh«law  ofthe  Spirit,  of  life  and  love  is  ootfufficient 
for  you^  He  delighted  m  God's  .p>th,  and  fays. 
Make  me  to  go  in  it  i  but  God's  fpiriuial  might 
in  the  inner  man  is  not  f^ffieient  for  thee.  David*& 
liberty  from  bonds,  is  heart- enlarging  love,  and 
God^s  ikrengtbening  him  with  ftrength  in  his  foul, 
kad  to  Ikentioufnefs^  according  to  the  doftrine  you 
hear.  Your  divines  fetch  all  their  works  from  a 
dead  letter,  and  keep  the  law  without  imitating 
poor  David  in  his  humble  pietition^-^/ipi^  th§ii  me 
^;andIft>aUhefafe. 

Then  Jhall  I  not  be  ajh^medj  when  I  have  rtJpeS 
unto- alt- thy  commandmeMs.  If  this  quotation  be 
true/  that  refpeft  to  all  God*is'coinmin3mcjits  fets 
a  manout  of  the  reach  of  fliames  then:it  follows 
that,  if  I  go  on  enforcing  the  everkfting  love  of 
God  to  us/  and  infifting  dtt  a  pure  love  to-  hiiti,  and 
a  love  to  the  law  after  the  inner  man  >  a  walk  in 
Jovd,  or  kteping  ourfelves  in  the  love  of  God ; 
which  love  is  the  fulfilnncnt  of  tb?  law,  and  the 
borid  ofthe  cvcrlafting  covenant,  arid  which  is  called 
ferving  God  in  the  ndwnefs  of  ihe.Spirir,  f6r  he  is 
the  Spirit  of  love  and  of  a  found  mind  s  1  fl^^U 
\   '      '  -^  with 
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iK^ith  my  mind  ferve  the  law  of  God  j  and  therefore 
have  no  caiifc  to  be  afhamed,  though  all  the  worid 
call  mc  an  Antinomian  j  for  relpeft  to  all  God's 
commandments  fets  mc  out  of  the  reach  of  (hamc. 
Let  me  live  then  under  the  influence  of  God*s  ever- 
lafting  love,  and  let  my  fitter  go  to  the  law.  Be  th5 
former  my  yoke,  and  the  latter  hers.    Work  thou 
in  the  letter,  and  may  love  for  ever  work  in  me  ! 
With  this  bond  I  will  box  the  compafs  all  round 
with  my  filler,  or  any  of  her  legal  preachers.  Is  fhe 
labouring  to  keep  the  law  ?  God  is  not  forgetful  of 
my  labours  of  love.     Does  Ihe  make  the  law  her 
only  rule  of  action  ?  Lov^  is  the  fulfilling  off  be  law. 
Is  (he  trying  to  fulfil  the  fccond  table  ?  Love  works 
no  ill  to  bis  neighbour.    Is  Ihe  trying  to  keep  all  the 
commandments  ?  Love  is  the  end  of  the  command^ 
ment.  Or,  is  Ihe  fick  of  the  old  veil,  the  old  yoke, 
and  the  bond  child's  rule  of  life  ?   If  fo,  let  her  re- 
tarn  to  her  firft  hufband  :  love  is  an  eify  yoke,  and 
alight  burden.  Would  Ihe  believe?    Charity  he- 
iievetb  all  things.     Would  flie  be  faved  by  hope  ? 
Love  bopetb  all  things.     Would  (he  cfcape  real 
Antinomianifm  ?    Love  rejoicetb  not  in  iniquity ^  hut 
rejoiceth  in  the  truth.  Would  (he  efcape  legal  pride  ? 
Love  vaunteth  not  itfelf  is  not  puffed  up.     Would 
(he  efcape  evil  thoughts  ?    Love  thinketh  no  evit. 
Would  flic  be  patient  ?    Love  heareth  and  endurefb 
all  things^    Would  flie  be  free  ?     Love  is  a  free 
fpirit.     Would  flie  efcape  the  arrogant  behaviour 
and    carnal  convcrfation    of  hypocrites?     LoVe 

iotb 


(    30    ) 

doth  Hot  hbave  unfeemly.  Would  (he  run  the 
path  of  holincfs  ?  Love  is  the  more  excellent  wdy^ 
Would  fhe  keep  the  commandments?  He  that 
hath  the  gofpel  in  his  heart,  and  keepeth  it,  be  it  is- 
ibat  lovetb  Chrifty  apd  in  bim  verily  is  tbe  love  of  God 
ferfeSed.  Would  fhe  enjoy  the  pardon  of  fin? 
Where  much  isforgtven^  thejame  lovetb  much.  Would 
flic  know  her  ftate  to  be  fafe  ?  We  know  that  we 
ere  faffed  from  death  unto  life,  becaufe  we  love  the 
iretbren.  Would  you  know  what  it  is  draws  fouls 
to  Chrift  ?  With  loving-kindnefs  have  I  drawn  tbee^ 
Would  you  know  the  reafon  why  fome  preachers 
get  worfe  in  their  miniftry  inftead  of  better?  and 
why  fbme  profeiTors  ftand  ftill,  or  go  backwards 
inilead  of  forwards  ?  It  is  becaufe  the  Lord  doth 
not  draw  them  with  love  %  therefore  they  do  not 
run  after  him.  Would  you  know  who  they  are  that 
love  Chrift  ?  He  that  bath  my  word  (the  golpel), 
be  it  is  that  lovetb  me^  andfballbe  loved  of  my  Father. 
Would  you  know  why  fo  many,  in  Chrift*s  days, 
went  back  or  fell  away  ?  The  love  of  God  was  not 
in  them  j  they  had  no  root  in  themfelves.  Would 
.  you  know  why  fo  many  flick  in  the  birth,  and  never 
come  forth  ?  It  is  becaufe  perfcft  love  never  cafts 
out  their  fear.  Would  you  know  why  you  halt  fo*^ 
long  between  two  opinions  ?  Becaufe  thou  art  not 
made  perfedl  in  love.  Would  you  enjoy  a  fpiritual 
birth,  and  a  knowledge  of  God  ?  He  that  lovetb  is 
torn  of  Cod,  and  knowetb  God.  Would  you  know 
who  doth,  and  who  doth  not,  know  God  ?   Mark 
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their  dcfcriprions  of  lave,  and  the  power  that  attends 

it:  He  that  lovitbnot  knowetb  not  God,  for  Go4  is 

,  lovi.    Would  you  know  who  they  are  that  obtain 

viftory  over  fin  ?  They  whom  God   crowns  with 

loving  kindnefs  and  tender  mercy.     Would  you 

know  what  brings  the  faints  through  all  their  heavy 

trials^  and  the  fhadow  of  death  ?     It  is  loye^  which 

is  ftrong  as  death ;  which  no  water  can  quench,  nor 

flood  drown.    Would  you  know  what  keeps  the 

faints  alive,  aftive,  and  obedient  ?  The  love  ofCbrifi 

€onftrainetb  us.     Would  you  know  what  brings  us 

off  viftorious  ?  H^e  are  more  tban  conquerors  tbrougb 

him  that  bath  loved  us.     Would  you  know  what  it 

is  that  unites  to  God  ?   It  is  love— /&  tbat  lovetb 

^welleib  in  God,  and  God  in  bim.     Would  you  know 

who  they  are  that  keep  the  commandments  ?  Thole 

that  live  in  union  with  Chrift — He  that  keepetb  bis 

sommandments  dweUetb  in  bimy  and  be  in  bim.  Would 

you  know  to  whom  God  fpeaks  in  his  word  ?    To 

him  that  loves  him — Hearken  to  me,  ye  tbat  knoin; 

rigbteoufnejs,  the  people  in  whofe  heart  is  my  law. 

Would  you  know  the  reafon  the  faints  never  fall  away  ? 

Becaufe  loving- kindnefs  is  never  taken  from  them; 

the  law  of  God  is  in  their  heart ;  none  of  their  fteps 

Ihall  Hide — from  that  Rock  on  which  God  has 

eftablifhed  their  goings.     Would  you  know  what 

difpleafes  the  Saviour  moft  in  the  faints  ?  It  is  when 

they  leave  their  firft  love.     Would  you  know  what 

fecures  heaven  ?  Charity  never  faikth.  Would  you 

know  the  ^reateft  pf  all  graces  ?  Faith ^  hope,  charity  i 

hut 
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hut  the  greateji  of  thefe  is  l9ve.  Would  you  kh^vf 
who  Ihall  live  for  ever  with  God  in  glofy  ?  They 
that  love  him — I  will  tircumtije  their  heart y  that 
they  may  love  me  with  their  ^bole  heart  and  thiif 
whole Jouly  that  they  may  live.  Would  you  knour 
the  faints*  worft  times  ?  It  is  when  iniquity  aboMndft, 
and  the  love  of  many  waxes  cold.  Would  you 
know  what  a  real  Antinomian  is?  Wh^t  a  hypo^ 
crite,  or'a  minifter  of  the  letter,  is  ?  He  is  one  that 
pretends  to  have  all  knowledge,  underftand  all 
myftery  ;  and  with  his  empty  eloquertcfe  attemptt 
to  (peak  with  the  tongue  of  men  and  angels  i  layi 
a  claim  to  faith,  as  if  he  could  move  mountains  i 
and  yet  hath  no  charity,  no  love  to  God  in  his  heart : 
he  is  the  founding  brafs,  the  tinkling  cymbal>  the 
falfe  impoftor,  the  deceitful  worker,  the  child  of  the 
devil,  the  fnare  of  the  faints,  and  the  ertemy  of  God. 
Such  are  men  of  a  bad  Ipirit  indeed  !  unciharitable 
men  with  a  witnefs  ! — and  fr6nri  all  their  uncharita- 
blenefs,  good  Lord,  deliver  us  !  Would  you  know 
where  this  love  is  to  be  obtained  ?  At  Mount  Zion ; 
for  there  God  commanded  the  bleffingy  even  (the  Spirit 
of  life  and  love)  for  evermore. 

What  fays  my  filler  to  this  ?  I  think  flie  is  ready 
to  hang  towards  this  balance  of  the  fanftuary ;  Ihc 
is  almoft  ready  to  let  go  her  rule  of  life  and  a£tion, 
and  fubmit  to  lie  paflive,  and  be  aflred  upon.  I  tell 
her  that  her  ftrength  is  to  fit  ftill  j  that  the  weak 
are  ftrong  ;  that  grace  is  fufficient ;  and  that  God's 
ftrength  is  made  perfeft  in  our   weaknefs.     God 
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fomis  the  vdffcl  of  honour  while  the  clay  lies  paf- 

fivt';  and  puts  his  trcafurc  rn  the  veffcl  when  he 

fcas  formed  it,  that  the  power  may  appear  to  be  of 

him.     He  laid  the  foundation  of  Mercy's  building 

at  flrft ;  andbuildsup  Zion  himfelf— iVi/  by  migbi^ 

nor  hy  power:,  but  by  my  Sprit  Jaith  the  Lord  cf  bofts. 

And  \then  he  builds  up  Zion  he  appears  in  his 

gkrty.  The  work  never  goes  on  better  thah  wlien 

felf  is  denied,  and  the  Lord  depended  on  and  trufted 

in.  Uzza^s  armof  flefti,  Peter's  felf-confidenCe,  and 

Ifraei's  flight  to  Egypt  for  help,  were  their  Ihamc, 

but  neither  their  fafety  nor  their  honour.     If  love 

is  the  fulfilling  of  the  law  ;  if  contintilng  in  the  per- 

feft  law  of  liberty  be  the  way  to  be  blefTed  in  one's 

deed;  if  the  law  of  faith  excludes  bbafting,  and 

gives  the  glory  to  God  i' and,  if  the  law  of  the  Spirit 

df  life  in  Chrift  Jefbs  makes 'us  free  from  the  law 

of  fin,  and  the  miriiftration  of  death  ;   whether  it  be 

called  Aritlnomtanifm,  licentioufne($,'  or  the  ever- 

hfting  gofpel  ^  I  do  infift  upon  it,  that  it  is  the  moft 

bfeflfed  dlfpehfatiqn'  tlhat  ever  heaven  revealed,  or 

tht  children  of  itien  eriibraoed.  .  l^y  cruife   has 

rprung  iip  fo  faft  bn  this  fiibjeft,  that  I  cannot  at 

prefent  anfwer  the  other  fcHptures  which  you  have. 

heaped  together  :  but  this  I  know,  that  the  .gofpel. 

is  written  that  we  may  have  fellowjhip  with  the 

]Fatber  and  the  Son ;  and,  while  1  enjoy  and  enforce 

tills  union,  I  defy  you  to  bring  one  text  in  Code's 

bookV  either  againft  my.  foul,  my  religion,  or  my. 

mihiftry.  It  is  the  proud  doer  that  God  refifts.  ^he 
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poor  (in  {pirit)  hedreib  not  rebuke.    Pro  v.  xiii.  9, 
How  fliould  they  ?    Poverty  of  fpirit  is  the  mark 
that  fecures  the  prize  of  the  high-calling  of  God  in 
Chrift  Jcfus — Bleffedare  the  poor  in  fpirit^  for  theirs 
is  the.  kingdom  of  heaven.     The  bond  of  love,  with 
which  God  firft  drew  my  foul  to  Chrift,  and  the 
enjoyment  of  this  threefold  cord,  the  love  of  the 
Father,   Son,  a^d  Holy  Ghoft,   has  held  my  foul 
fafter  to  God  and  godlinefs  than  all  my  fifter's  rules 
of  aftion,  or  all  the  bonds  and  cords  that  ever  were 
made  in  Ropemaker's  Alley :  they  may  hold  the 
bond  children  down   to  fin,  wrath,   and  malice, 
againft  others  j  but  they  will  never  hold  the  affec- 
tions to  God,  nor  the  mind  from  vanity.    I  doubt 
my  fitter  has  not  felt  the  dreadful  cffe<5ts  of  that 
tremendous  difpenfation  i  if  ihe  had,  fhe  would 
have  cried  out,  as  others  have. done.  Let  the  Medir 
zior  fpeak  with  us,  and  we  will  hear ;  but  let  not  God 
fpeak  with  us^  left  we  die.     Exod.  xx.  19.     To  be 
fliort — If  my  fitter  will  be  fruitful,  ihe  muft  abide 
in  the  vine.     If  flfe  would  livp,  fhe  ixiuft  mortify 
the  deeds  of  the  body  by  the  Spirit*     If  (he  would 
have  fin  fubdued,  fhe  mutt  continue  in  the  grace  of 
God,  or  be  contented  to  be  under  grace^  If  Ihe  would 
be  holy,  flie  mutt  riot  feek  for  the  old  veil,  but  with 
open    face  behold,  as  in  a  glafs,  the  glory  of  the 
Lord,  till  fhe  be  changed  into  the  fame  image,  from 
glory  to  glory ^  as  by  the  Spirit  if  the  Lord.     If  fhe 
would  enjoy  peace,   let  her  lay  by  one  of  her  opi- 
nions, and  cleave  to  Jefus,  He  will  keep  himinperfeS 
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peace  wbo/e  mind  isftayed  on  him.  And,  if  fhe  is  not 
contented  with  an  cverlafting  gofpcl,  let  her  make 
full  proof  of  the  killing  letter.  She  is  not  an  entire 
ftrangcr  to  the  liberty  of  the  gofpcl  j  and,  if  this- 
will  not  fuffice,  let  her  try  the  bondage  of  the  law. 
If  ever  fhe  gets  deliverance,  it  fhall  be  by  what  is 
now  called  Antinomianifm  ;  and  if  (he  rebels  againft 
this,  bondage  and  barrennefs  are  fure  to  follow — He 
hringetb  out  thofe  that  are  bound  with  chains y  but  the 
ribellious  dwell  in  a  dry  land.  For  my  part,  I  fhall  be 
contented  within  the  walls  of  Zion  j  and  I  wilh  fhe 
was  contented  with  abiding  in  the  field  of  Boaz  : 
but,  if  fhe  be  not,  I  fhall  not  ftroU  after  her ;  (Adam 
paid  dear  for  that  j)  only  fland  upon  my  watch- 
tower,  and  obfervc  her  motions.  The  command  to 
me  is.  Let  them  return  unto  tbee^  but  return  not  thou 
unto  them.    Jen  xv.  19. 

I  will  anfwer  the  refl  as  foon  as  convenient ;  and 
conclude  with  an  ancient  fpeech  of  one  of  thefi^iends 
of  Job — My  defire  is,  that  my  filler  may  be  tried^ 
till,  like  Pharaoh,  fhe  intreats  to  hear  no  more 
mighty  thunderings. 

Amen,  and  Amen  ! 

..    Says  her  humble  fervant  to  command. 


^^AHfi  "im"''""  Wm.  Huntington. 
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To    MRS.  R.J. 

My  fifter's  letter  13  like  Sheba's  journef 
to  Jerufalem.  She  has  vifited  me  with  a  long  train 
of  fcripturcs,  and  intends;  to  prove  me  with  hard 
queftidns ;  and  I  believe  that,  Qn  the  fubjeft  of 
law  and  gofpel,  1 4iare  told  her  much  of  the  work-* 
ings  of  her  own  heart.  We  poor  loft  worn)&  of  the 
duft  are  very  proud  j  and  do  not  like  to  become 
nothing,  that  Chrift  niay  be  all  in  all.  Npt.  to  be 
able  to  fpeak  a  good  word,  or  think  a  good  thought  $ 
to  become  fools,  that  we  may  be  wife ;  to  have  a 
wo  put  upon  our  righteoufncfs,  our  wifdom,  and 
bur  prudence ;  to  be  unclean  things  by  birth  and 
praftice;  and  unprofitable  fervants  when  in  a  ftate 
of  graci — are  hard  fayings;  who  can  hear  them  J 
For  our  natural  reafon  to  be  called  darkneis;  our 
underftanding  fooliflinefs;  and  ourwifdom  earthly, 
fenfual,  and  devililh ;  for  felf,  holy,  righteous  felf ; 
confequcntial,  co-working,  and  wonder-performing 
felf  i  to  be  denied  daily,  and  a  crofs  laid  on  it,  to 
keep  it  fretting  under  the  burden,  that  it  may  not 
intermix  its  bane  with  the  ftream  that  comes  forth 
from  the  fpriiigirig  well  that  God  has  -put  in  the 
earthen  vefTel  j  to  have  the  fcntence  of  death  in  one*s 
felf,  that  we  may  not  truft  there  i  to  be  debtors  to 
grace  for  a  mouth,  wifdoiii,  and  a  door  of  utterance ; 
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to  be  buffeted  by  the  devil,  till  felf  *  is  nothing  but 
wcaknefs,  that  the  power  of  Chrift  may  therein  be 
m^dc  perfcft  i  that  the  decay  of  felf  Ihould  be  the 
life  of  the  inward  ,man,  and  the  weaknefs  of  felf  the 
caufe  of  divine  power  and  grace  being  manifefted — 
are  leffons  hard  to  learn,  but  they  are  the  leflbns 
of  the  Golpel ;  oii  which  account  unhumbled,  un- 
renewed, and  uninfpired  preachers  and  profeffors, 
do  not  love  the  difpenfation  of  the  Spirit.  The  law 
of  Mofes  has  not  thefe  felf-abafing  taflcs  in  it.  The 
grand  human  agent  fhou  ;  ftands  almoft  in  every 
verfe — tbou  fhalt  not  do  this,  and  thou  (halt  do  that. 
Boafting  is  notexcluded  by  the  law  of  works,  though 
by  the  law  of  faith  it  is.  This  the  bond  family  are 
aware  of,  and  therefore  are  determined  to  ftick  to 
diat  covenant  that  fets  man  forth ;  chufing  rather 
to  be  the  afting  /  than  the  paflive  Jbou ;  without 
confidering  the  great  and  terrible  name  that  ftands 
in  the  preface,  I  am  the  Lord. 

Circumcifion  and  figns  are  called  for  among  the 
Jews ;  wifdom  among  the  Greeks  ;  free- will,  felf- 
righteoufnefs,  and  legal  rules,  among  the  Armini- 
ans ;  and  traditions  among  the  Papifts :  but  wc 
preach  Chrift  crucified  ;  to  the  Jews  a  ftumbling- 
block  ;  to  the  Greeks  foolifhnefs  ;  to  the  Arnriini- 
aris,  Antinomians,  and  to  Papifts,  herefy.  By  them 
felf  is  exalted,  the  Saviour  debafed,  and  the  offence 
of  the  crofs  is  ceafed.  If  we  are  under  the  law  as  a 
rule  of  life,  walk,  and  adion,  our  Arminians,  or 
moderate  Calvinifts,  ought  to  preach  up  circumci- 
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fion,  for  it  is  that  which  makes  a  man  a  debtor  to 
do  the  whole  law  -,  but  driving  the  faints  of  God 
from  mount  Zion,  from  union  with  Chrift,  from 
the  Saviour's  yoke^  from  the  fcrvice  of  the  Spirit, 
from  the  liberty  of  the  gofpel,  and  from  a  life  of 
, faith,  and  at  the  fame  time,  not  infifting  upon  cir- 
cumcifion,  is  not  doing  the  duty  of  a  minifter  of  the 
letter. 

What  a  terrible  thing  it  is  that  a  difpenfatioa 
for  the  falvation  of  finners  (hould  be  fent  into  the 
world  on  purpofe  to  ftain  the  pride  of  all  glory  !  that 
free-agency  fhould  be.brought  to  nothing;  and  her 
magnificence  be  defpifed,  whom  not  only  the  Ephc- 
fians,  but  the  whole  unelefted  world  worlhippeth ! 
But  fo  it  is  :  the  greateft  apoftle,  and  the  brighteft 
faint,  muft  ftoop  to  this— r-that  it  is  God  that  pre- 
pares the  heart  5  yea,  is  the  ftr^ngth  of  the  heart 
when  heart  and  flefh  both  fail ;  that  the  excellency 
and  the  power  of  religion  are  of  him ;  that  the  fruit 
of  the  lip,  the  fuccefs  of  the  miniftry,  and  the 
ftrength  and  fortitude  of  the  minifter,  are  all  of  God. 
AH  our  fruits  muft  be  attributed  to  the  Spirit;  aU 
our  labours  to  love ;  our  works  to  faith ;  and  our 
viftories  muft  be  afcribcd  to  Him  that  hath  loved 
us.  Poor  free  agency  muft  be  excluded  in  every 
fenfe.  Excluded  from  God's  decrees — He  works  all 
things  after  the  counjel  of  his  own  will.  From 
predeftination — You  have  not  chojen  me^  but  I  have 
chofen  you.  From  the  fpiritual  birth — Bom  not  of 
the  will  of  the  flefh ^  flor  of  the  will  of  man^  nor  of 
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Bloody  hut  of  God.  From  minifterial  lab6ur  alfo— 
Yet  not  ly  but  the  grace  of  God  that  was  with  me. 
And  all  the  (hare  that  falls  to  poor  free-agency  is, 
that  ihe  has  done  all  the  mifchiefihe  could,  and 
been  a  hinderer  inftead  of  a  helpmate.  The  flcfh 
and  the  Spirit — Thefe  are  contrary  the  one  to  the 
other ^  fo  that  ye  cannot  do  the  things  that  ye  would. 
This  indignity,  and  the  title  of  an  unprofitable  fer- 
vant,  is  all  the  fhare  that  falls  to  felf ;  the  glory  mufl: 
all  be  given  to  God :  and  we  muft  be  fatisfied  with 
the  honour  that  God  confers,  if  we  would  be  found 
among  the  faithful ;  for  How  can  ye  believe  that 
receive  honour  one  of  another y  and  not  the  honour  that 
Cometh  from  God  only  ? — Thus  faith  the  Lordy  Let 
not  the  wife  man  glory  in  his  wifdomy  nor  the  mighty 
man  glory  in  his  might  5  let  not  the  rich  man  glory 
in  his  riches  ;  but  let  him  that  glorietby  glory  in  this^ 
that  he  underflandeth  and  knowtth  me^  that  lam  the 
Lordy  which  exercife  loving- kindnefs,  judgmenty  and 
right eoufnefsy  in  the  earth  \  for  in  thefe  things  Idelighty 
faith  the  Lord.  Jer,  ix.  23,  24.  Sham^,  abafement, 
and  difgrace,  aro  all  that  will  fall  to  the  old  man  in 
the  faints,  and  to  old  Adam's  femily  under  the  law ; 
and  to  glory  in  the  knowledge  of  God  in  the  loving 
kindnefs,  judgment,  and  righteoufnefs,  which  he 
exercifes  will  be  the  delight  of  the  new  creatures  in 
Chrift  Jcfus  to  all  eternity  i  and  I  believe  that  every 
one  who  knows  the  plague  of  his  heart,  ^nd  th^ 
grace  of  God  in  truth,  will  cheerfully  pocket  the 
affront  i  though  the  Arminian  is  determined  to 
C4  ihoot 
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fhoot  the  gulph,  blafpheme  the  decrees,  alter  the 
Bible,  arraign  and  contemn  the  Molt  Hi^,  rather 
than  be  brought  in  guilty,  or  fubmit  to  the  felf- 
abafing  terms  of  tho'  covenant  of  grace. 

Now  for  the  paflfage  quoted,  *^  Do  juftly,  love 
**  mercy,  and  walk  humbly  with  thy  God."  It  is  a 
text  in  the  mouth  of  every  child  of  the  flelh,  though 
there  is  not  a  word  in  ic  but  what  militates  againft 
them.    They  are  not  enlightened  into  the  myfteries 
of  the  kingdom  of  God,   therefore  God  hath  not 
fliewed  them   what  is  good  ;    and  as   they  are  for 
bringing  fonriething  to  God,  inftead  of  receiving  the 
cup  of  falvation,  or  grace,  from  him,  the  text  cues 
off  their  withered  arm — Wherewith  Jball  1  come  be- 
fore the  Lordy  and  bow  myjelf  before  the  high  God? 
Shall  I  come  before  him  with  burnt  offerings^   with 
calves  of  a  year  old  ?     Will  the  Lord  be  f  leafed  with 
tboufands  of  rams ^  or  with  ten  thoufands  of  rivers  of 
oil  ?  Shall  I  give  myfirft-bornfor  my  tranfgreffton^  the 
fruit  cfmy  body  for  the  fin  of  my  foul  ?  Micah,  vi.  6j  7. 
If  burnt  offerings,  calves  of  a  year  old^  thoufands 
of  rams,  ten  thoufand  rivers  of  oil,  and  the  fruit  of 
one's  body,  will  not  do  for  a  man  to  prefent  him- 
felf  before  God  with  in  this  life  j   what  figure  muft 
they  cut  who  think  to  (land  before  God's  tribunal, 
to  merit,  and  live  in  the  heavenly  glory ;  by  boaft- 
ing  of  free-will,  which  is  corrupt ;  by  felf-righteouf- 
ncfs,  which  is  filthy  rags ;  by  trufting  in  an  arm  of 
flelh,  for  which  they  are  curfed  of  Godi  and  by 
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dead  works,  performed  under  the  fentence  of  death 
and  damnation ! 

The  unbeliever,  who  is  condemned  already,  and 
under  the  Wrath  of  God ;  to  whom  there  is  nothing 
dean,  but  even  his  mind  and  confcience  are  defiled^ 
and  who  without  faith  cannot  pleafe  God  ;  cannot 
be  the  perfon  that  is  fuppofed  in  the  text  to  do 
jujily :  they  muft  be  perfons  in  covenant  with  God 
and  partakers  of  the  fure  mercies  of  David,  or  ob- 
tain mercy,  as  the  text  means.  How  can  he  love 
mercy  that  has  not  obtained  mercy  ?  He  may  juftify 
the  wicked,  and  call  that  mercy;  or  give  alms  with 
gn  intention  of  getting  a  name  or  meriting  heaven : 
but  thefe  tender  rtiercies  of  the  wicked  are  cruel, 
for  they  cheat  the  foul ;  and  as  to  walking  humbly 
with  thy  Gody  we  know  he  is  the  God  of  the  living, 
not  of  the  dead.  T  he  proud  legalift,  the  rebellious 
free- wilier,  cannot  fubmit  to  this  truth ;  nauch  lefs 
obtain  pardon  of  fin,  and  a  fenfe  of  God's  love ; 
and,  without  fubmiffion,  pardon,  and  a  fenfe  of 
love,  there  is  no  getting  at  Grod,  no  (landing  in  his 
prefence,  nor  finding  favour  in  his  fight ;  much  lels 
walking  hunibly  with  him.  How  can  two  walk  to* 
getber  except  they  be  agreed  ?  All  the  lift  of  wor- 
thies received  a  good  report  through  faith,  but  no- 
thing of  this  appears  to  be  given  to  them  that  fay 
^nd  do  not.  They  that  are  in  the  Vine  bring  forth 
much  fruit ;  but  nothing  of  this  is  laid  of  them  who 
jibide  pnder  the  law.  By  faith  God  has  been  pleafed 
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and  glorified  i    but  without  faith  it  is  iinpoHIble  to 
pleafc  him. 

Let  my  fifter  read  the  eighth  chapter  of  Ifaiah  : 
it  contains  the  whok  of  my  do6lrine,  and  an  exafl; 
portrait  of  my  legal  oppofers.     Firft,  the  prophet 
tells  us  of  the  inftrudlion  that  the  Lord  gave  him — 
F$r  the  Lord /pake  thus  unta  me  with  a  Jtrong  band^ 
and  inJlruSed  me  that  I  Jhmldmt  walk  in  the  way  of 
ibis  people  I  faying^   Say  ye  noty  A  confederacy y  to  all 
them  to  whom  this  people  Jball  Jay^  A  confederacy  i 
neither  fear  ye  their  fear,  nor  be  afraid.     SanSify  th^ 
Lordofhofis  himfef\    and  let  him  he  your  f ear ,^  and 
let  him  be  your  dread.   Ver.  ii,  12,  13.     Secondly  j 
He  defcribes  the  bleffed  (late  of  them  who  fly  from 
the  wrath  to  come,  which  is  revealed  in  the  law,  to 
Chrift,  the  only  refuge  and  flielter  that  God  has  ap- 
pointed; and  the  falling,  {tumbling,  broken,' and 
(battered  condition  of  thofe  who  fl:umble  at  the 
gofpel,  and  are  offended  at  Chrift — Andhefhallbe 
for  aJanSluary  [to  thofe  that  truft  in  him ;  ]  but  for  a 
fione  of  flumhlingy  and  for  'a  rock  of  offence^  to  hth 
the  houfes  of  Ifrael-y  for  a  gin^  and  for  ajnare^  to  the 
inhabitants  of  Jeru/alem  :  and  many  among  them  Jhall 
ftumble^  andfall^  and  be  broken^  and  befnared^  and  be 
taken.     Ver.  14,  15.     Then  the  prophet  goes  on 
to  tell  us  how  the  teftimony  of  the  gofpel  (hall  come 
in  the  demonftration  of  the  Holy  Ghoft^^  and   be 
bound  up,  by  the  bond  of  love,   in  our  fouls  ;  and 
that  the  law  Ihall  be  felled  by  the  Holy  Spirit  upon 
the  fleftily  tables  of  our  hearts,  that  we  mayhave  it, 
and  do  it ;  not  on  tables  of  ftone  j  it  is  in  our  mouth, 
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andm  our  heart;  and,  under  the  imprefllon  of  the 
Holy  Ghoft,  it  finks  deep.  The  bleffed  Spirit  gives 
us  the  law  of  liberty,  the  law  of  life,  and  the  law 
of  love;  and  bears  witnefs  to  our  juftification  unto 
life,  and  to  our  adoption ;  feals  us  to  eternal  rc- 
dennption ;  and  keeps  every  needful  law  in  our  fouls 
under  the  impreffion  of  his  own  feal— jB/W  up  the 
fefiimony^/eal  the  law  among  my  dijcipks.     Behold  I^ 
and  the  children  whom  the  Lord  hath  given  me,  are  for 
^gnsy   and  for  wonders y  in  Ifraely  from  the  Lord  of 
bojisy  which  dwellethin  Mount  Zion.  Ifa.  viii.  i6,  i8. 
Let  my  filler  confider  this.     The  teftimony  is  no- 
thing but  the  word  of  the  gofpel  coming  in  the 
power  of  the  Spirit ;  and  this,  being  attended  with 
faith  and  aflfurance,   is  called  the  law,  and  is  faid  to 
be  bound  up  and  fealed  on  the  hearts  of  the  Lord's 
difciples ;  and  fuch  are  called  the  children  that  God 
the  Father  has  given  to  Chrift  (Heb.  ii.  13)  j  and 
fuch,   on  account  of  their  knowledge  of  gofpel 
myfteries,  are  faid  to  be  for  figns  and  wonders  in 
Ifrael ;  and  all  this  is  not  from  Sinai,  but  from  the 
Lord  of  hofts,  which  dwelleth  in  Mount  Zion^ 
The  prophet,  having  given  us  this  choice  experience, 
^nd  an  account  of  his  own  inftru6lion,   goes  on  to 
caution  us,  firft,  againft  feducers ;  fecondly,  gives 
us  infl:ru6lions  how  to  try  them  j  thirdly,  how  they 
will  fret  and  behave  if  they  cannot  prevail  agjl^nft 
us. — And  when  they  fhall  fay  untoyoUy  Seek  unto  them 
that  have  familiar  fpirits  ;   and  unto   wizzardsy   that 
pep  and  mutter :  JhouJd  not  a  people  Jeek  unto  their 
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(^cd?    Vcr.  19.    My  fiftcr.wUlreply,  ^•  Sending 
fouls  to  mount  Sinai  cannot  be  afting  under  the  in- 
fluence of  familiar  Ipirits,  or  leading  people  to  en- 
chantments/' Paul  fays  that  falfe  apoftles  are  mini- 
fters  of  Satan;  and  leading  believers  to  the  Li>y,  to 
be  made  perfed  in  the  flefti,  is  witchcraft— O/^^?/;]^ 
Galafians^  who  baib  bewitched you^  that  you  Jheuld  not 
ehey  the  truth  ?  Gal.  iii.  i.     To  the  law  and  to  the 
tjefiimony :   if  they  /peak  not  according  to  this  wordy 
it  is  hecaufe  there  is  no  light  in  them.  Ver.  20.    The 
prophet,   having  informed  us  that  the  teftimony 
hound,  and  the  law  fealed,  is  among  the  difciples 
of  Chrift,  bids  us  try  blind  guides  by  the  teftimony^ 
law^  or  svordy  that  we  have  received.     The  tefiiniony 
is  the  goffel  j  the  law  is  the  tee;  of  faith  ;    and  the 
word  is  the  word  of  life :    and,  when  minifters  of 
Satan  would  bewitch  us,  by  fending  us  to  the  law, 
to  be  made  perfe6t  by  the  flefli,  (for  that  is  not  the 
minift ration  of  the  Spirit),  but  we  are  to  try  them 
by  the  teftimony  or  law  that  God  has  bound  and 
fcaled  among  us :  and  if  they  cannot  defcribe  the 
teftimony  of  the  gofpel,  and  the  law  of  faith ;  nor  the 
law  written  on  our  hearts ;  nor  the  feal  of  the  Spirit, 
nor  the  wimefs  that  he  bears  of  our  being  the  chil- 
dren that  God  has  given  to  Chrift ;  they  are  blinded 
by  the  law  ;  they  are  in  the  flefh,  not  in  the  Spirit. 
^  i^^  fP^^^  ^^^  according  to  this  wordy  it  is  becauje 
there  is  no  light  in  them.  Ver.  20.     The   prophet 
goes  on  to  defcribe  the  rage  of  thefe  falfe  apoftles  \ 
their  ftarving  condition  ;    their  inward  gallings  of 
confcience  s  their  malice;^  even  againft  God  himfelf  i  ^- 
3  th^ir  ^ 
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their  anguifli  of  foul,  and  fearful  end — Anithiy 
JBdll  pqfs  through  it  hardly  beftead  and  hungry  :  and 
it  p)aU  ccme  to  fafs  that,  when  they  Jhall  be  hungry^ 
'  ^ey  Jhall  fret  them/elves^  and  cur/e  their  King  and  tbeif^ 
God,  and  look  upward.  And  they  Jhall  look  ttnto  tbi 
earth '^  and  behold  trouble  and  darkn^Sj  dimnefs  ef 
dBnffdJh  J  and  ibey  fball  bt  driven  tO'darkneJs  !  Veiv 
ii,  22.  An  awful,  but  a  true  pifiurc,  of  an  unfe* 
fpired  preacher.  Many  laflies  Tuch  men  reoeife^ 
both  from  God  and  confeience  j  yet.  ihey  netum 
not  unto  bim  ibutjnMeth  tbems  neither  y&  theyfiek  tbe 
Lord  ofhojts.  I  fa.  ix.  ij.  The  prophet  connparcs 
them  to  withered  branches  and  ruflies^  and  paj^ 
no  rtgard  cither  to  theih  ^e  or  theih  honour.  G'ok. 
Ih^l  (ut  off  from  IJrael[2Sttt  the  flelh]  head  litndMIi 
branch  ^nd  fujh^  in  one  day^  the  anciefn  and  honouridfie^^ 
be  is  the  head  i  and  the  prophet  that  teacheth  lies,  he  if 
the  tail.  For  the  leaders  of  this  peopU  cdUJi  tbtfH  t6 
inr^  and  they  that  are  led  of  them  are  dejlroyed.  "Theref^ 
fore  the  Lordjhatl  have  no  joy  in  their  young  men,  nd^ 
ther  Jhall  have  mercy  on  their  fatherlejs  and  widows  ; 
for  every  one  is  an  hypocrite  and  an  evil  do^r,  andeve^y 
mouth Jpeaketh  folly.     Ifa.  ix.  14—17. 

.The  prophet  applies  the  law  of  Mofek  to  the  un-» 
godly,  who  are  under  it,  and  iihdcr  the  curfe  ofitt 
to  whom  it  belonjgs  ;  for  the  law  is  not  made  for  a 
righteous  man,  but  for  thelawlefs  and  difobsdient. — 
Hear  thi  wdrd  of  the  Lord,  ye  rulers  of  Sodom  i^givi 
ear  to  the  laip  of  our  God,  ye  people  of  Gomorrah. 
ifa.  i.  10.  But  to  the  efcahe  fays,  Chrifl:  (hall  mag:-^ 
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mfy  the  laWy  and  make  it  honourable.   Ifa,  xliL  af^ 
And  of  the  law  of  faith  he  fpeaketh  on  this  wife — ' 
Look  unto  Abraham  your  father ^  and  unto  Sarah  that 
bare  you  i  for  I  called  him  alone ^  and  blejffed  him,  and 
increafed  him.  For  the  Lord Jhall  comfort  Zion :  he  will 
comfort  all  her  wajle  places ;  and  he  will  make  her 
V^demefs  like  Eden,  and  her  defert  like  the  garden  of 
the  Lord  X  joy  andjgladmfs  fhail  be  found  tisercin^  thanJ^-- 
ffvingi  and  jhe  voice  of  melody. — Hearken  unto  me,  my 
feoplei  and,  give  ear  untame,  O  my  nation:  for  a 
law  fhall  proceed  from  me,  and  I  will  make-my  judg^ 
ment  torefifor  a  light  of  the  people. — My  righteoufnefa 
is  near;  my  falvation,  is  gone  forth}   and  my  arms^ 
fiall  judge  the  people:  the  ifUsfball  wait  upon  me,  and 
m  my  arm  pall  thiy  iruji.     Ifa.  li.  2 — 5.     Here  is 
a  law  that  is  to  proceed  from  Chrift  :   it  is  to  be 
attended  with  a  looking  to  Abraham's  call  and 
Abraham's  blcfSng ;  it  is  to  be  accompanied  with 
]oy  and  gladnefs,.  thankfgiving,  and  the  voice  of 
melody  5  it  is  to  confift  of  a  divine  righteoufnefs, 
of  free  falvation,  and  a  firm  truft  and  reliance  on 
the  arm  of  the  Lord.     This  is  called  the  law  of 
God's  people,  and  the  law  of  his  nation;    a  chofcn 
people  and  a  righteous  nation,  is  oppofed  to  a  (inful 
nation  and  a  people  laden  with  iniquity.   This  is  the 
law  that  went  forth  out  of.  Zion,  and  the  word  of 
t;he  Lord  that  went  from  Jcrufalem.  Ifa.  ii.  And 
it  is  in  the  hearts  of  all  Qod*s  juftified  people.   Ifa. 
V.  7.     Hearken  unto  me,  ye  that  know  right eoufnejs, 
the  people  in  whofe  heart  is  my  law :  fear  ye  not  the 
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reproach  of  mm,  neither  he  afraid  of  their  revilings  i 
«ven  though  they  rage,  and  reproach  you  as  Antino- 
Tiiians,  who  make  void  the  law  and  lead  people  into 
licenlioufnefs  •,-  while  themfelves  are  the  fcrvahts  oF 
corruption,  being  enemies  to,  and  deftitute  of,  that 
grace  that  can  make  them  clean. 

When  the  Lord  Cays—Bin  J  up  the  tejiimofry./eal 
the  law,  among  my  difciples—bclkvers  are  meant ;  as 
appears  from  John— This  beginning  of  miracles  did 
yefus in  Cana  of  Galilee-,  and  his  difciples  believed m 
him.  The  teftimony  and  the  law  is  receiving  the 
word  in  the  power  of  the  Spirit,  fo  as  to  believe  the 
truth.— ri?  mufi  be  born  again.  This  Jefus  teftificd  , 
John  iii.  7,  n.  And  the  angel  tells  John  that/^# 
teftimony  of  Jefus  is  the/pint  offropbecy.  Rev.  xix.  i  o. 

To  have  the  teftimony  bound,  is  to  receive  th? 
truth  in  the  love  of  the  fpirit;  which  love  is  the 
bond  of  the  covenant  of  promife.  To  have  the  law 
fcaicd,  is  to  mix  faith  with  the  word,  and  receive  it 
in  power,  in  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  in  much  affurancc 
—The  day  ye  believed  ye  were  fealed  with  the  Holy 
Spirit  of  promife.  This  is  the  law  of  faith,  and  the 
feal  of  it.  If  my  fifter  afks  why  this  teftimony 
bound  up  is  caUed  a  law  fealed  ?  I  anfwer,  becaufc 
every  other  law  is  included  in  this  teftimony,  and 
is  couched  under  this  feal  5  on  which  account  it  is 
called  a  law.  For  inftancej  one  law  hys—This 
do,  and  thou  fhalt  live.  Life  is  the  thing  promifed  to 
the  doer,  and  death  threatened  in  cafe  of  non-per- 
formance-ri-.  law  of  the  wife  is  a  fountain  of  life 
U  depart  from  thefnares  of  death.  Prov.  xiii.  14. 
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'  Another  kw  fays — ^bisjhall  h  thy  tigbtioujhefs^ 
if  thou  ohjerve  to  do  all  the  things  which  are  ijpritten  in 
this  lap/  T^his  lies  under  the  feal  alfo--77j&^ 
the  righteoufnejs  of  the  law  might  he  fulfilled  in  ta^ 
who  walk  not  after  the  flejhy  but  after  the  Spirit. 
Rom.  yiii.  4.    . 

The  law  of  'Circurncifion  lies,  under  this  feal-r- 
Circumcifion  is  a  feal  of  the  righteoufnefs  of  faith, 
Abraham  received  the  promife  in  uncircumcifion, 
that  he  might  be  the  father  of  the  uncircumcifecL 
Geritiies  who  believe  through  grace.  Thofe  who  re- 
teive  the  Spirit  of  love,  and  of  a  found  mind,  God 
has  circiimcifed  their  hearts  to  love  him  ;  and  fuch, 
and  fuch  only,  are  the  true  circumcifion^  who  worfhip 
God  in  the  Spirit,  rejoice  in  Cbriji  Jefus^  and. have  no 
Confidence  in  thefieflj.  Phil.  iii.  3. 

If  we  Ipeak  of  the  law  of  the  Leper,  and  of 
cleanfihg  him  (Levit.  vi.  9),  it  is  under  this  feal. 
Our  High-prieft  cleanfes  us  by  a  look  :  and,  when 
all  our  own  comelinefs  is  turned  into  corruption,  as 
Daniel  {peaks  of^  when  we  cover  the  lip,  and  cry—. 
Unclean !  unclean !  from  the  head  to  the  foot  there 
is  no  foundnefs  in  us  j  and  in  our  flelh  dwelleth  no 
good  thing ;  then  are  we  faid  to  be  clean,  as  it  is 
faid  of  the  leper — And  if  a  leprofy  break  out  abroad 
in  thejkin^  and  the  leprojy  cover  alliheflejh  of  him  that 
hath  the  plague  y  from  his  head  even  to  his  foot y  where-* 
Joever  the  prieft  looketh-y  then  the  prieft  fhall  tmfti&t 
and  beholdy  if  the  leprofy  have  covered  all  hisflejh  hefha^ 
pronounce  him  clean  that  bath  the  plague ;  it  is  ail 
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turned  white:  he  is  dean.  Levit.  xiii.  12,  13.  Yea, 
all  glorious  within,  though  all  the  flelh  is  corrupt. 
What  Tays  the  proud  pcrfeftionift  to  this  ?  The  Lord 
faves  us  by  the  waftiing  of  regeneration  and  renew- 
ing of  the  Holy  Ghoft.  Thus  the  lepers  are  cleanfedi 
to  the  poor  the  go/pel  is  preached^  and  blejfed  is  be  wbO" 
foever/hall  not  be  offended  in  me. 

If  we  fpeak  of  thcjubile  trumpet,  the  jubile 
year,  and  the  law  of  releafe ;  here  is  the  great  trum^ 
pet  that  is  to  be  blown,  the  Saviour  proclainning 
liberty  to  captives,  and  the  acceptable  year  of  the 
Lord  5  and  the  Spirit  applying  the  fame — fVhere 
the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  there  is  liberty.  Whojoever 
hoketb  into  the  perfeSi  law  of  liberty ^  and  continuetb 
therein y  this  man  Jhall  be  bleffed  in  his  deed.  James 
i.  25. 

It  includes  the  whole  law  of  redemption,  Wc 
are  redeemed  from  a  vain  converfation  by  the  pre- 
cious blood  of  Chrift;  from  the  curfe  of  the  law 
alfo,  from  the  wrath  to  come,  from  the  pit  of  hell, 
and  from  the  fecond  death — Zion  Jhall  be  redeemed 
.  "with  judgment y  and  her  converts  with  righteoufnefs. 
'  Ifa.  i.  27, 

The  law  of  marriage  is  couched  under  this  feal. 
Here  is  Chrift  the  bridegroom,  and  Zion  the  bride ; 
his^hoice  of  her,  and  her  choice  of  him ;  his  love 
and  her  love,  and  her  love  to  him.  Here  is  their 
njutual  efpoufing  each  other;  his  betrothing  her  in 
righteoufnefs,  loving-kindncfs,  and  in  great  mercies, 
and  that  for  ever.   Of  their  being  joined  in  one 
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Spirit:  yea,  tjoe  are  of  his  flejh,  and  of  bis  bones.  THs' 
is  a  great  myjiery ;  but  I  fpeak  concerning  Chriji  and 
his  church.     Eph.  v.  30,  31. 

The  law  of  the  man-flayer  lies  under  this  feal. 
The  ele6l  finner  hasdeftroyed  himfelf;  and  has  had 
a  hand,  by  his  fins,  in  crucifying  Chrift ;  yet  he 
hated  him ;  nor  aforetime,  when  he  ftood  complete 
in  Adam;  but  the  devil  feduced  man  into  this 
ftate  of  enmity ;  and  Juftice  is  the  avenger  of  blood ; 
Zion  is  the  walled  city  of  refuge,  to  which  the 
alarmed  finner  flies;  falvation  is  her  walls  and 
bulwarks ;  Chrift  js  the  high-priefi  he  ftands  before, 
under  whofc  wings  he  takes  refuge,  and  by  whofe 
death  he  (hall  be  reftored  to  his  heavenly  home, 
from  whence  the  devil  and  fin  drove  him  at  firflr.- 

Speak  we  of  the  law  of  wafliing,  or  of  baptifm ; 
it  is  included  in  this  law  of  faith*  Our  hearts  arc 
Iprinkled  from  an  evil  confcience ;  Chrifl:  has  waOa- 
ed  us,  and  we  have  a  part  in  him.  We  arc  waflied 
in  regeneration  ;  clean  water  is  fprinklcd  upon  us, 
and  we  are  clean.  We  are  baptized  with  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  and  with  fire.  All  baptifm  (hort  of  this  is 
wafliing  the  outfide  of  the  cup  and  the  platter,  and 
amounts  to  no  more  than  carnal  waffling.  It  is  not 
the  walhing  away  the  filth  of  the  flefli,  but  purga- 
tion from  guilt,  and  a  teftimony  by  the  Spirit  tso  our 
juftification  and  adoption,  that  is  the  anfwer  pf  a 
good  confcience  to-war ds  Gody  by  the  refurreSiion  ofjefus 
Chriji,  (i  Peter  iii.  ii)  through  whom,  aqd.  by 
Avhom,  the  Spirit  comes. 

Some 


Some  Jews;  fay  that  ther^ere-  three  hundred  a^id 
thirteen  laws;  and  others, -tell. u?  there  ar^.fix  hun- 
dred and  thirteen*  ~  Jf*  thci;e '  be  Ci%.  thoufand^ 
I  wiil  be  bound  to  prove  that  the  whole  of  them,  in 
their  fpiritual  fcnfe  and  meaning,  (except  the  law 
of  divorce)  are  coyched  in  this  text — Bind  up  tbj 
U^imo^, /ealjhe^^  law y  among  fjfy^(:ii/cip!es. 

The  law  made  nothing  perfect,  ^nd  rnan  makes 
nothing  perfeft :  but  the  Spirit  is  God,  and  lii^ 
work  is  perfed ;  and  the  bringing  in  of  a  better 
Kope  makes  us  p^rfed:  and  complete  in  that  hope. 
If  this  be  Antinonriianifm,  or  licentioufnefs ;  be  it 
foi  it  is  all  from  heaven  ;  and  they  do  very  little 
lefs  than  blafpheme  God,  his  tabernacle,  and  them 
that  dwell  in  heaven,  who  utter  fuch .  blafphemy. 
However,  it  is  a  covenant  of  free  grace  that  God 
has  made  with  Chrift,  and  with  us  in  him  j  and  their 
dead  works  can  find  no  footing  in  it.  It  is  the  mi- 
niftration  of  the  Spirit^  and  natural  men  difcern 
not  the  things  of  it,  for  they  are  foolifhnefs  to  therri. 
As  they  know,  not  the  Lord,  they  have  nothing  to 
truft  in  but  their  own  righteoufnefs ;  which  they 
perceive  cannot  be  eftablilhed  by  the  gofpel,  for  it 
reveals  only  the  righteoufnefs  of  God — /  am  not 
ajhamed  of  the  go/pel,  of  Chriji  ;  for  therein  is  the 
righteoufnefs  of  God  revealed^  from  faith  to  faiijf. 
This  the  bond  children  are  aware  of;  and  there- 
fore abufe  the  grace  of  God,  charge  it  with  bad  con- 
fequences,  and  run  to  the  law  for  fomc  ground  of 
,  boafting ;  and,  being  ignorant  of  its  fpiritual  mean- 
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ihg,  they  trufl:  in  the  letter,  make  a  fair  fhew  in  the 
fltfh,  and  eftablifti  a  righteoqfnefs  of  their  own 
before  men,  which  cannot  (land  the  inqueft  of  their 
own  thoughts,  much  lefs  the  impartial  teft  of  the 
Judge  of  quick  and  dead.  But,  without  an  union 
with  the  true  vine,  Chrift  fays  they  can  do  nothing : 
By  our  abiding  in  Chrift  wc  fhall  bring  forth  much 
'fruit.  Without  faith  they  fhall  never  pleafe  God  § 
but  thofe  that  are  ftrong  in  faith  fhall  give  glory  to 
him.  By  the  law  let  them  glory  in  the  flefh ;  by 
grace  we  fhall  be  to  thepraife  of  his  glory  who  have 
trufted  in  Chrifl.  If  thou  bring  thy felf  under  the 
law  in  any  fenfe  whatever,  thou  wilt  foon  lofe  fight 
of  Chrifl,  and  fin  will  gain  the  afcendancy  over  thee. 
Sin  fhall  not  have  dominion  over  them  that  are  un- 
der grace;  but  thofe  that  are  in  the  flefh,  the  motions 
of  fin,  which  are  by  the  law,  do  work  in  their  mem- 
*bers  to  bring  forth  fruit  unto  death,  Rom.  vii.  5, 
Thefc  are  all  the  fruits  they  produce,  and  all  the 
good  works  diey  perform :  God  and  their  own  con- 
fcience  know  it.  They  may  talk  about  works,  as 
the  Jews  of  old  did  i  and  fay  that  the  grace  of  God 
leads  to  licentioufnefs,  as  they  faid  Chrift  kept  not 
the  fabbath-day  -,  that  he  was  not  of  God  5  that  he 
caft  out  devils  by  Beelzebub  j  and  that  he  received 
finners  and  ate  with  them  ;  and,  under  all  this  pre- 
tended fhew  of  zeal  for  holinefs,  they  blafphemed 
againft  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  expofed  themfelves  to 
the  fentence  of  eternal  damnation. 

Paul  gives  us  a  defcription  of  the  people  wha 
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pca-foroi  good  works  in  reality — For  the  grace  of 
God  that  bringeth  faivation  to  all  men^  bath  appear- 
ed ;  teaching  us  that^  denying  ungodlinefs  and  worldly- 
Ju/lsy  wejhould  Uve  Joberly\  rigHeoufly^  and  godly y  ijti 
this  pre/enf  evil  world :  looking  far  thai  blejfed  hope^ 
and  the  glorious  appearing  of  the  great  God,  and  our 
Saviour  Jefus  Chriji ;  who  gave  bimjelffor  usy  that 
he  might  redeem  us  from  all  iniquity  ^  and  purify  unto 
him/elf  a  peculiar  peopky  zealous  of  good  w^orks. 
Titus  ii.  1 1 — 14.  Thcfe  are  the  people  who  per- 
form good  works  :  they  are  redeemed  from  all  ini- 
quity; they  are  purified  unto  the  Lord  by  faith; 
they  have  a  good  hope  through  grace ;  they  look 
for  the  appearing  of  the  Lord  Jefus ;  and  are  zea- 
lous of  good  works,  knowing  their  own  cledlion  of 
God,  and  their  being  unto  him  a  peculiar  people. 
Thus  zeal  for  good  works  is  the  efFeft  of  redemp- 
tion and  purifying  grace.  Aik  thcfe  hypocrites 
what  they  know  of  redemption,  and  how  applied  ? 
What  of  faith,  the  operations  of  it,  and  its  purifying 
efFefts  ?  And,  if  they  are  ftrangers  to  thefe  things, 
they  are  dead  in  fin,  condemned  already,  and  the 
wrath  of  God  abides  upon  them.  And  if  you  watch 
them  narrowly,  you  will  hear  nothing  but  vanity 
from  their  mouth,  nor  fee  any  thing  in  their  life  but 
fin.  To  be  fhort — They  that  are  Chriji' s  have  crucified 
theflefhy  with  the  affections  and  lujis ;  and  againji  • 
Juch  there  is  no  law.  Thofethat  in  faith,  love,  and 
purity  of  heart,  ferve  Chrift,  are  accepted  of  God, 
and  approved  of  all  good  men.     And,  if  my  fiftcr 
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is  not  fatisfied  with  the  truth,  blefliftgs,  and  benefits, 
of  an  everlafting  gofpel,  let  her  try  the  yoke  of  an 
eternal  law ;  that  will  foon  difcover  her  folly,  niakc 
every  offence  abound,  ftir  up  all  her  carnal  enmity, 
and  make  her  temper  unbearable.  Peevilhnefs ; 
,  haftinefs  of  fpirit ;  dilcontentednefs  with  her  frame 
of  mind  3  doubts  about  her  ftate  j  hard  thoughts 
of  God  ',  labouring  to  make  herfelf  better,  and  get- 
ting worfe ;  ftriving  againft  fin  and  her  own  evil 
tempers,  and  tumbling  into  them  j  making  fecret 
vows,  and  breaking  them  ;  watching  againft  evil, 
apd  being  daily  entangled  in  it ;  are  the  things  that 
will  ever  follow  a  legal  fpirit  under  the  law  j  info- 
much  that  the  bodily  frame  withei's,  weakens,  faints, 
and  finks  under  the  burden  :  and  I  fhould  not  won- 
der if  I  were  to  hear  that  my  poor  friend  goes  fick 
to  bed  every  month  in  the  year. 

I  fhall  add  no  more  at  prefent;  only  wifh  to  fee 
her  contented  with  one  huflband ;  and  let  her  go 
back  to  the  law  as  foon  as  Jefus  ceafes  to  do  wor- 
thily in  Ephratah,  orfails  to  be  fanaous  in  Bethlehem, 

^''""feb!"??^??'''  Wm.  Huntingtoj{. 


TO   MRS-    R-   J-    -^T    B— N    -D, 

My  filter  need  make  no  apologies ;  flic 
is  very  welcome  to  any  inftrudtion  that  the  Lord 
Ihall  think  meet  to  give  her  by  me.  I  know  the' 
terrors  and  bondage  of  the  law,  and  the  natural  bent 
of  our  own  legal  fpirits  to  it ;  and  I  know  by  fad 
experience  the  miferable  efFcfls  of  fuch  miferablc 
doftrine,  having  formerly  fat  under  a  deal  of  it, 
and  to  little  purpofe.  When  they  have  delivered 
an  unintelligible  harangue  on  the  letter  of  the  law, 
none  are  fed  or  refrefhed  but  the  carnal  hypocrite ; 
he  applauds  it,  and  is  furnifhed  from  the  pulpit 
with  weapons  to  wound  and  torment  the  fimple 
babes  of  Chrift.  The  goats  are  polifhed  and  armed  ; 
while  the  poor  flock  is  fent  ofFftripped,  woqnded, 
and  put  to  ftiame.  The  free  children  are  bound, 
the  bond  family  encouraged :  by  which  m.eans  the 
uncircumcifed  and  the  unclean  are  huddled  among 
the  faints,  till  you  fcarcely  know  the  one  fronr)  the 

other. 

Judgment,  mercy,  faith,  and  the  love  of  God, 
are  the  weighty  matters  of  the  law.  Thefe  are 
called  the  great  things  of  it,  though  at  prefentthey 
bear  a  very  fcandalous  name ;  and  fo  they  ever  did 
by  hypocritical  profeffors  :  I  have  written  to  them 
the  great  things  of  my  law,  (fays  God)  but  they 

P  4  wer0 


(    S6    ) 

were  counted  as  a  firange  things  Hofea  viii.  i  a^ 
Thefe  are  called  the  weighty  matters,  or  great  things 
of  the  law  i  not  becaufe  they  comQ  fronn  thence, 
(for  they  do  not)  but  becaufe  they  are  the  great 
things  that  the  Old  Teflannent  treats  of;  for  on 
love  to  God  and  our  neighbour  hang  all  the  law  and 
the  prophets.  And,  if  fhewing  the  judgment  of 
God  to  unrenewed  finners  concerning  their  (late, 
enforcing  the  fure  mercies  of  David  in  Chrift, 
preaching  faith  and  the  love  of  God,  be  making 
void  the  law^  then  all  the  apoftles  made  it  void. 
However,  Paul  fays  we  eftablifli  the  law  through 
faitli  i  and  I  think  it  would  puzzle  the  learned  to 
fhew  how  the  law  can  be  eftabliOied,  to  the  honour 
of  God,  or  to  the  comfort  of  his  people,  any  other 
way.  If  preaching  the  faith  of  Chrift  be  eftablifhing 
the  law^  how  can  it  make  it  Void  ?  and,  if  it  be 
making  it  void,  then  all  the  primitive  fervants  of 
God  did  iti  for  they  preached  Chrift  to  the  people 
as  the  finner's  only  Savipur,^  refuge  and  example ; 
and  performed  all  their  wondrous  works  by  the 
faith  of  him.  They  did  not  go  from  place  to  place 
to  lampoon  minifters  of  the  gofpel  for  Antinomiinsj 
nor  did  they  cry  out— The  law  is  the  only  rule  of 
life,  the  only  rule  of  aftion.  You  muft  look  with 
one  eye  to  Chrift,  and  with  the  other  to  the  law.  Is 
there  any  thing  in  their  writings  like  this  ?  Ihdeeci 
the  falfe  apoftles  and  minifters  of  Satan  run  after 
them,  crying  out.  Except  ye  be  circumcijedy  and  keep 
the  law  of  Mojes^  ye  cannot  be  Javed:  but  then   the 
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apoftles  infornnr  ua  that  the  de^il  fent  them,  and  they 
qaution  us  againft  fuch.  They  tell  us  to  affirm  con- 
ftantly,  that  they  which  have  believed  in  God  Ihould 
be  careful  to  ma,intain  good  works ;  which  thinga* 
are  good  and  profitable  unto  nien  :  but  to  avoid 
foolifh  queitions,  and  genealogies,  and  contcntionSj, 
and  drivings,  about  the  law ;  for  they  are  unprofit- 
able and  vain. — J  man  thai  is  an  bereticy  after  ib^ 
Jirfi  crjecond  admonition,  rejeS ;  knowing  that  be  tbai 
isjuch  is  Jubverted^  and  finnetb^  being  condemned  of 
bimfelf     Titus  iii,  8 — lo. 

Man  was  not  made  for  the  law,  but  the  law  iwa$ 

niade  for  man  :  nor  was  it  made  for  a  righteous  man^ 

but  for  the  lawlefsand  dijohedient  \  for  the  ungodly  ^  and. 

forftnners  ^for  unholy  and  profane  \  for  murderers  of 

father Sy  and  murderers  of  mothers  \  for  manflayers  ; 

for  whoremongers  \  for  them    that  defile  them/elves 

with    mankind-,   for  men-fiealersy    (fuch   as   deal 

in   the  African   flave-trade)  ;  for  liars  i  for  fer^ 

jur^d  perjons  I    and  if  there   be  any    other   thing 

(which  they  hold)  contrary  to  found  doSrine.  i  Tim* 

i.  9,  10.    If  any  of  thofe  gentlemen,  that  condemn 

my  doftrine  to  you,  anfwer  any  of  the  above  cha- 

rafters,  the  law  is  made  for  them ;  and  they  have 

no  right  to  run  from  it,  unlefs  God  ihould  draw 

them  to  Chrift.     However,  God  has  delivered  mc 

from  the  law  3  and  I  truft  grace  will  ever  keep  mc 

from  fuch  things  as  thcfe,  God  purifies  my  hearty 

^nd  enables  me  to  live  by  f^ith ;  and  I  have  (hewed 

you  my  ffiith  by  my  works.     I  believe  that  the  law 

and 
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and  the  prophets  were  until  John  :  fmce  that  time 
the  kingdom  of  God  is  preached,  and  ever7  man 
prefleth  into  it.  Luke  xvi.  1 6.  And  this  kingdom 
ftands  not  in  the  letter  of  the  law,  nor  in  word ; 
tut  in  power^  in  right  eoufnefsy  peace^  and  joy  in  the 
Holy  Ghofti  And,  if  it  confift  of  rightccufncfs,  peace, 
and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghoft,  how  can  it  be  licentiouf- 
ncfs  ?  If  they  would  have  me  a£l  as  feme  of  them 
do — talk  of  the  holy  law,  and  live  in  fin — I  am 
determined  not  to  come  into  their  fecret.  If  ihey 
acknowledge  that  the  grace  of  God  teaches  men  to 
deny  ungodlinefs  and  worldly  lufts,  and  makes  them 
zealous  c^  good  works,  I  agree  with  them  j  and,  if 
they  are  for  the  performance  of  good  works,  I  will 
vie  with  the  beft  j  let  me  he  weighed  in  an  even  balanced 
But  to  fet  Mofes's  law  perpetually  before  the  eyes 
©fall  ranks  of  believers  is  neither  preaching  the 
gofpel  nor  eftablilhing  the  law :  and,  while  they  are 
enforcing  legal  obedience  %o  Mofes,  they  aft  in 
direft  difobedience  to  Chrift ;  whofe  command  is, 
Co^  preach  the  go/pel  to  every  creature.  When  thou 
teacheft  another y  teacheft  thou  not  thy/elf  alfo  ?  Or 
doft  thou  teach  againft  Healing,  and  liye  in  faerie 
lege  ?  Make  the  law  of  Mofes  the  only  rule  of  life 
to  others,  while  thou  cafteft  the  gofpel  of  the  grace 
of  God  behind  thy  back  ?  They  who  preach  the  law 
unlawfully,  and  charge  the  grace  of  the  gofpel  with 
licentioufnefs,  rob  Chrift  of  his  honour  in  the  church, 
and  injure  his  followers,  by  flandering  their  loyalty, 
and  abufing  their  liberty* 
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We  know  Chrift  was  made  of  a  woman,  and 
niade  under  the  law  ;  and  under  that  yoke  lived, 
^nd  ferved  in  the  capacity  of  a  fervant  j  and  the 
laft  adl  of  his  fervitude  was  obedience  unto  deaths 
But,  when  the  fentence  and  curfe  of  the  law  were 
executed  on  him  as  our  furety,  our  debt  was  paid, 
and  we  were  redeemed  by  him — Having  abolijhed 
in  his  flejh  the  enmity^  even  the  law  of  commandments 
contained  in  ordinances ;  for  to  make  in  himjelf  of 
twain  one  new  man^fo  making  feace.  Ephef.  ii.  15, 
Blotting  out  the  hand-writing  of  ordinances^  that  was 
againfi  iis^  which  was  contrary  to  us,  and  took  it  out 
of  the  way ^  nailing  it  to  his  crof 5.  Col.  ii.  14.  If  it 
be  objected  that  the  ceremonial  law  is  meant;  I 
janfwer.  The  ceremonial  law  was  the  Jews  gofpel ; 
it  was  that  which  pointed  the  guilty  to  the  great 
Atonement.  But  it  is  the  moral  law  that  contains 
the  fentence,  the  other  the  facrifice.  Sin  is  the 
tranfgreffion  of  the  moral  law,  knd  the  law  is  the 
ftrength  of  fm.  When  Chrift  died  it  was  to  redeem 
them  that  were  under  the  law^  that  we  might  receive 
the  adoption  offons.  Gal.  iv.  5.  When  Chrift  rofe 
from  the  dead  he  was  under  the  law  no  more :  for 
our  juftification  he  rofe,  that  all  thofe  who  are  led 
by  the  Spirit  might  not  be  under  the  law.  Gal, 
V.  18. 

How  can  fuch  fouls  be  without  law  to  God,  when 
he  writes  his  law  in  their  hearts,  and  puts  it  in  their 
minds  ?     They  are  of  the  law  of  faith,  and  are  un- 
der that  law  to  Chrift,  which  is  his  eafy  yoke.  They 
I  are 
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are  new  creatures,  and  love  the  law  alter  the  inner  ! 

mm.  Faith  worketh  by  love ;  and  love  in  the  Spirit  I 

is  the  new  commandment,  and  is  a  fiilfilling  of  the 
old  one  ;  for  the  whole  law  is  fulfilled  in  one  word, 
namely.  Love.  Love  is  the  great  thing,  and  weighty 
matter  of  the  law  :  it  obferves  alii  it  implies  all,  it 
fulfils  all  5  it  is  the  new  commandment  delivered 
uBto  us,  in  keeping  which  there  is  great  reward. 
Many  turned  from  this  holy  commandment  in 
Peter^s  days :  and  Paul  tells  us  that  the  end  of  the  com* 
mandmsm  is  charity  ;  from  which  fome  fwerved, 
and  made  fliipwreck  of  faith  and  confcience,  in  his 
days ;  and  turned  aftde  to  vain  janglingy  dejiring  to 
he  teachers  of  the  laWj  underjianding  neither  what 
they  fay  nor  whereof  they  affirm.  Unrenewed  men 
cannot  love  the  law  nor  the  lawgiver  j  and  this  is  plain 
from  their  hating  thofe  who  are  good.  I  believe  faith 
and  confcience  always  go  together :  if  a  man  puts 
away  concerning  faith,  his  life  and  converfation  foon 
become  vain.  Thofe  who  are  vain  in  their  ima- 
ginations have  their  foolifli  heart  darkened ;  and, 
by  profefling  themfelves  to  be  wife,  they  become 
fools.  And  they  a6t  the  foolifh  part  who  fend  be- 
lievers to  the  law  of  Mofes  for  rules  of  aftion, 
when  they  cannot  fpeak  a  good  word,  nor  think  a 
good  thought,  without  the  Spirit  and  grace  of 
Chrift. 

Set  the  Lord  always  before  thy  face,  and  thou 

^alt  find  him  at  thy  right-hand,  fo  that  thou  fhalt 

pot  be  gready  moved^    The  law  is  not  of  faith, 

J  but 
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but  of  works ;  and  they  who  are  of  the  works  of  the 

law  are  under  the  curfe,  Befides,  pointing  a  believer 

to  the  law  is  turninfghis  mind from  the  objed  of  faith, 

by  the  faith  of  whom  we  are  to  live.   And  canft  thou 

be  exercifing  faith  on  the  Son  of  God  whilft  thou 

art  looking  to  Mofes's  law  ?     Faith  nriuft  have  her 

objeft   in  view  while  Iheafls;  and  that   mania 

kept  in  perfeft  peace  whofe  mind  is  ftayed  on  the 

Lord.     Habakkuk*s  faith  led  him  firft  to  the  ob- 

jeft  of  faith  i  and,  when  his  faith  was  fixed,  he  was 

led  to  call  upon  him.  Hab.  i.  la — 16.     And  then 

expefts  his  anfwer — Iwillftand  upon  my  watcb,  and 

Jet  me  upvn  the  tow^er  ;    and  will  watch  to  fee  what 

he  will  Jay  unto  me,  and  what  IJball  anjwer  when  I 

am  reproved.    Chap.  ii.  i.      Faith  and  patience 

now  keep  their  ftanding :  Faith  has  lent  her  petitioa, 

and  Hope  expefts  an  anfwer.  Thus  we  arejaved 

by  hope ;  but  hope  that  isjeen  is  not  bope^Jor  what  a 

"man  Jeeth'why  doth  he  yet  hopejor?   But^  ijwe  hope 

Jor  that  wejee  not^  then  do  we  with  patience  waitjer 

it ;  as  the  prophet  here  doth.    Thus  Faith  moves 

her  fuit,  Hope  expefts  the  favour  fued  for,  and 

Patience  is  exercifed  in  waiting  for  it ;  and,  if  he 

waits  quietly,  it  is  a  good  thing — It  is  good  that  a 

manjhould  both  wait  and  quietly  hope  for  thejaha^ 

iion  of  the  Lord,     Lam.  iii.  26.  And  the  Lord  an- 

Jwered  me,  and  f aid,  Write  the  vijion^  and  make  it 

plain  upon  tables,  that  be  may  run  that  readeth  it. 

Hab.  ii.  a.     This  vifion  contains  the  obje6t  and 

ipyftcry  of  feith  ;  and  it  was  thQ  eye.  of  faith  that  faw 

thi« 


this  vifidn,  the  fum  of  which  W^s  to  be  Written  anc^ 
made  plain  upon  tables,  that,  every  one.. that  fat 
down  to  a  table  to  cat  the  facrifices  might  have  ifi 
before  his  eyes^  and  rife  up  and  tua  the  heavenlj^ 
race  fet  before  him :  he  wajs  to  run  in  faith  of.  the 
grand  Sacrifice  to  conne,  namely,  the  Lord  Jefus 
Chrifi,  and  wait  in  hope  for  his  appearance  ;  for  it 
ivas  the  appearance  of  him,  and  the  gofpel  to  be 
preached  by  him,  that  was,  the  vifion^  and  the  voice 
Qf  \^,.^Por  'the  vifiori  is  yel  for  an  ap^poinied  time ; 
hut  at  the  end  it.  fnall  Jpeak^  and  not  lie^  though  if 
tarry i  zv ait  for  it  i  hecaujcit  willjurely  come^  it  will 
not  tarry,  vcr.  3.  .This  is  .living  by  faith,  and 
this  is  the  way  rhat  all  Ihall  live  who  are  faved. 
Some  of  the  Jews  faid,  ^  Why  fhould  I  wait  for  the 
Lord  any  longer  ?' '•  And  others  contemptuoufly 
faid^  *  M'efil:ih  hasloil  his  legs,  and  vvill  not  come 
at  ail.'  T'j  thefe  God  fpeaks.  IVo  unto  you  that 
defiro  tkc-:hy  of  the  Lord :  to  what  end-is  it  for  you  f 
Toe  day-  if  t.ve  Lord  is  darhiefsy  and  not  light.  As 
if  a  Yiiu-d  did  ficc  frorn  a  lion^  and  a- bear  met  him ;  or 
^enl  into  the  huiiftiy  ayid  leaned  his  hand  on  tbe^  wally 
and  a^jcrpcnt  bit  him-.  Amos  y.  18,.  19.  But 
there  were  (b-kie  who  held  faft  the  hope  ofthepromifi 
niizde  cf  God  unto  cur  fathers  :  unto  which  fromife 
they^  irf  j.r.tly  ferving  God  day. and  nighty  hope  to  come* 
Afts  xxvL  6,  7.  Thefe  were  found  waiting  for 
the  ConfcLttion  of  Ifrael  j  and  »they  did  not  wait  inr 
vain,  for  the  Confolatign,  arid  Hope  of  Ifrael  found 
them,  and  uved  them.   But  thofe  who  dcfpifcd  this 

Bfe 


(    63     ) 

life  of  faith  found  the  day  of  the  Lord  to  be  dark- 
nefs  indeed.     For  judgment  the  vifion  appeared, 
and  of  judgnnent  he  fpake — "Tha^  tho/e  mho  fee  mS 
'  might  Jie^  and  that  thoje  who  fee  might  be  made  bl'mi. 
'  Thefe  were  the  proud  doers  who "  rejefted  grace. 
Behold y  his  Joul^  which-  is  lifted  up,  is  not  upright  iu 
him  ;    but  the  juftjhM  live  by  his  faith..  Hab^.ii.  4, 
Our  life  muft  be  like  theirs  if  we  would  live  to 
God  here,   and  with  him  hereafter.     The  vifian 
has  appeared  j  Chrift  hath  been  evidently  fetfortK 
crucified  among  us.     The  vifion  did- not  tarry:  the 
vifion  has  fpoken,  and  not  lied';  and  the  fubftancc 
of  it  hath  been  preached  to  you ;    you  have  heard 
the  joyful  found,  and  felt  the  pleafing  power,  and 
could  fet  to  your  feal  that  God  is  true.     And  what 
.  remains  ?    Why,  we  are  faved  by  hope  ;   and  arc 
called  to  a  patient  waiting  for  the  Lord  from  hda- 
ven,  and  for  the  hope  of  righteoxjfnef$  by  faith.  And 
in  this  patient  waiting,  accompanied  with  a  patient 
continuance  in  well-doing,  we  are  to  feek  for  im-' 
mortality  ;   and  the  promife  is  eternal  Jife,  which 
is  protiiifed  to  confidence-rG?^  not  away  your  con- 
fidence which  hath  a  great  reco'mpence  of  reward.  Naw 
.  abidetb^  Faithy  by  which  we  live  i  Hvpe^  by-  which 
we.  are  faved,  and  by  which,  the  glory  of  God  is  ex- 
pefbed  ;  and  Charity^  which  bearcth  all  things,  en- 
dureth  all  things,  and  loves  and  longs  for  the  Lord's 
appearing.     And  what  is  the'  end  ?     Why,  hejhull 
come  to  be  glorified  in  his  faints  y  and  to  he  admired  in 
all  them  that  believe y  {becaufe  our  teftimony.  among 
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ybuwas  Mieved)  in  that  day.  o.  Thefl!  i.  lO.  Thus 
we  muft  eye  the  promife  made  of  God  unto 
Abraham  ;  and  ferve  God  in  hope  tp  come,  or  in 
hope  of  the  glory  of  God-^Looking /or  that  blejjed 
hope  and  the  glorious  appearing  of  the  great  God,  and 
joUt  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift.   Titus  ii.  13. 

The  voice  of  the  vifion  to  us  is  the  fame  as  to 
the  Jews  of  old — Now  the  juft  Jhall  live  by  faith ; 
iuiy  if  any  man  draw  backy  my  foulfbail  have  no 
pleapre  in  him.  By  faith  we  are  to  live,  not  by  the 
law 5  by  faith  we  are  to  walk,  not  by  fight; 
by  faith  we  have  life,  and  by  faith  Chrift  lives 
in  us.  Aft  faith  on  the  Saviour,  and  the  Saviour 
will  aft  in  you.  This  is  the  will  of  God  concerning 
you ;  by  the  which  will  we  are/anSifiedy  through 
faith  in  him  who  offered  himfelf  up  once  for  all. 
This  is  a  life  that  no  hypocrite  ever  knew,  and  a 
doftrine  that  no  hypocrite  ever  loved  \  nor  fhail 
the  happy  poffeffor  of  it  ever  find  favour,  either  in 
the  eyes  of  the  world,  or  in  the  eyes  of  carnal 
.profeflbrs. 

I  once  knew  a  man  at  Thames  Ditton,  who  made 
a  great  profeffion  of  religion  before  I  knew  any 
thing  about  it.  There  was  fomcthing  of  a  fuper- 
iicial  perfuafion  on  his  mind,  like  thofe  who  for  a 
while  believe,  but  in  time  of  temptation  fall  away 
for  want  of  root.  In  this  fuperficial  confidence  he 
was  wonderfully  lifted  up  ;  and  became  a  reprover 
of  all,  and  at  times  a  teacher  of  all;  frequently 
fuipefting.  the  fincerity  of  others;  and  at  times 

would 
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^v0uld  contradift  all  that  I  have  faid  in  the  pul{]fiti  * 
If  you  would  fit  and  hear  him  talk,  he  was  all  life  j 
btit  if  you  contradicled  him,  though  ever  fo  wrongs 
ypu  ftript  him  of  all  his  fancied  joys,  and  funk  him 
to  the  fhades  of  death,  till  fome  wild  notion  fprung 
up  afrefh  in.  his  brain^  and  then,  he  was  the  fame  as 
ever.  All  this  while  be  was  a  Sabcllian  in  his  heart; 
and  at  laft  opened  his  mouth,  and  difplayed  his  ta- 
lents>  againft  the  doArine  of  the  ever-adorable  Tri* 
nity ;  and  began  to  deceive  others,  as  himfelf  had 
been  deceived  5  which  was  no  fn^all  grief  of  mind 
and  trouble  to  my  foul.  However  I  had  a  dilpute 
with  him  before  fome  friends,  and  confuted  him. 
Soon  after  God  flopped  his  mouth  in  a  way  of 
judgment,  by  fweeping  away  his  falfe  hopes,  and 
finking  him  into  defpondency.  This  cut  his  pride, 
and  cxpofed  his  nakcdnefs  before  many  whom  he 
had  often  diftreflfed  and  wounded.  At  this  diipenfa- 
tion  he  began  to  fpurn,  and  to  tempt  God  by  re- 
fiifing  to  labour  for  his  family.  When  I  faw  that 
he  provided  not  for  his  own  houfe,  I  took  it  for 
granted  that  he  had  denied  the  faith,  and  was  worfe 
than  an  infidel  j  and  therefore  would  have  no  more 
to  do  with  him.  He  is  now  a  ^rm  advocate  for 
the  law  of  Mofes ;  the  works  of  the  law  are  all  in 
ail  with  hini :  though  it  muft  be  allowed  that  in- 
duftry,  honefty,.  and  paying  one!s  lawful  debts,  is  a 
better  way  of  preaching  good  works  than  by  words, 
which  are  things  he  pays  little  regard  to  ;  this  I 
know  by  experience.     A  few  days  ago  he  called 
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^vith  farth,  it  is  better  to  brace  their  minds  with  trtJtfr 
than  dvive  them  into  difputings  about  the  law^ 
which  are  unprofitable  and  vairt.  However,  it  is 
plain  to  me  that  thcfe  contenders  for  the  law  of 
Mofes  are  enemies  to  the  law  of  truth :  they  never- 
laid  their  fins  to  heart ;  nor  do  they  give  glory  to 
God  by  being  ftrong  in  his  grace,  and  valiant  for 
the  law  of  faith  s  therefore  I  will  turn  the  tables 
againft  them.  .  And  now^  O  ye  priejis^  this  com* 
mandmint  is  for  you  :  if  ye  will  not  bear  j  and  if  ye 
will  not  lay  it  to  hearty  to  give  glory  unto  my  name,/aitb 
the  Lord  ofbofts^  I  will  even  fend  a  curfe  upon  youi 
and  Iwillcurje  your  bleffings ;  yea^  1  have  cuffed  tbem 
already  y  hecaufe  ye  do  not  lay  it  to  heart.  Andyejball 
know  that  I  have  fent  this  commandment  unto  youy  thai 
my  covena7tt  might  be  with  Levij  faith  the  Lord  ofhofts. 
My  covenant  of  life  and  peace  was  with  him;  andl^ 
gave  them  to  him^for  the  fear  wherewith  be  feared  me^ 
and  was  afraid  before  my  name.  The  law  of  truth  was^^ 
in  his  mouthy  and  iniquity  was  not  found  in  his  lips :  be 
walked  with  me  in  peace  and  equity  y  and  did  turn  majry 
away  from  iniquity.  For  the  priefi's,  lips  fbould  keep, 
knowlcdgCy  and  they  fhould  Jeek  the  law  at  his  mouth, 
for  he  is  the  mejfenger  of  the  Lord  of  bofis.  But  ye  are 
departed  out  of  the  way ;  ye  have  corrupted  the  covenant 
of  Leviy  faith  the  Lord  of  bofls.     Mah  ii.  i — 8 . 

If  all  this  be  true,  it  is  only  thofe  who  know  the 
plague  of  their  own  heart,  and  who  are  ftrorig  in 
faith,  that  give  glory  to  Gqd.  He  has  curfed  even 
the  bleliings  of  th?  priefts  who  are  ftrangers  to  this. 

The 


Wiih  confiiths  what  I  have  long  obferved,  riarriely< 
th«t  thofe  who  cleave  to  the  law  hate  the  Saviour  j 
and  fuch  as  truft  in  themfelves  are  implacable  ene- 
mies to  the  grace.  Spirit,  artd  Children,  of  God. 
^ey  that  ore  not  with  me  are  againft  me^  fays  the 
Saviour;  and  ibpf  that  gather  not  with  me  fiatter 
abroad.  The  ancient  enemies  of  Chrift  curfed  all 
hb  followers— 72pm  fe»pk  thai  know  not  the' law,  are 
curfed.  And  this  man  curfes  the  things  which 
Aey  follow,  I  mean  the  things  that  make  for  peace. 

If  I  am  an  Antinomian  only  becaufe  I  cannot 
find  a  text  in  God^s  book  that  calls  the  law  of 
Mofes  the  believer's  only  rule  of  life,  what  muft 
tjjis  mart  be  ?  And,  if  enforcing  the  law  be  doing 
the  work  of  an  evangehft,  he  is  the  man,  for  he 
difputes  for  it,  and  the  works  of  it  all  the  day  long  i 
thereforie  he  cannot  be  laid  to  rnake  it  void;  and 
as  he  is  a  blafphemer  of  the  faith,  of  the  merit  and- 
fatisfaftioh  of  Chrift,  how  can  he  be  faid  to  efta- 
blilh-  the  law  ?  He  cannot  eftablilh  it  by  faith,  be- 
caufe he  curfes  the  doftrine^  that  teaches  looking  to 
Jefust  nor  can  curfing  and  fwearing,  getting  ii^ 
debt,  and  living  in  idlenefs, '  be  called  eftablifliing 
the  law  by  works ;  for  the  law  enforces 'labour,  and 
leniences  to  death  profane  curfers  and  fwcarersi 

I  wifli  my  fifter  would  tell  my  accufers  to  ta^e,  up 
their  pen,  and  deted  me :  it  would  become  a  rhi- 
nifter  much  better  than  puzzling  and  prejudicing 
the  minds  of  weaker  veflfels.  Women  are  not  fee 
in  the  front  of  the  battle ;  and,  if  God  honours  them 
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t0  come.  She  openetb  b$r  mouth  wUh  wifdom^  and  m 
her  tongue  is  the  law  of  kindnefs^  Sbelooketb  well  t0 
the  ix^ays  of  her  boujhold^  and  eatetb  not  the  head  of 
idlenefs.  Her  children  rife  up^  and  call  her  blejfedy  her 
kufband  alfo^  and  he  praifeth  ber^  Mat^  daughters 
have  done  virttiot^y^  hut  fuch  eaccel  tbem  alh  Prov^ 
3fxxi.  This  is  God*s  charafteriftic  of  a  virtuous 
woman,  and  her  adtions  i  and  it  is  the  wifdoni  that 
is  from  above,  and  the  law  of  kindnefs  in  Chrift 
Jefus,  that  makes  her  aft  as  flic  docs,  Tea^ faith 
the  Spirit  \  and  fo  fays  the  daily  experience  of 

Thy  humble  fcrvant  to  command. 


to  mrs.  r.  j.  at  b— n — d. 

Dear  Madam, 

Your  kind  letter  came  to  hand ;  and  I 
am  thankful  that  any  attempt  of  mine  fhould  be 
cither  owned  or  honoured  of  God.  You  had  no  need 
to  have  taken  any  pains  in  defcribingthe  perplexing 
workings  of  your  mind.  You  never  got  out  of  the 
reach  of  my  experience  of  l^w  terrors,  rebellion, 
and  legal  pride ;  I  know  the  road  well  ;  my  eye 
purfued  you  through  all  the  ftrange  labyrinths  which 
you  pafledj  and  I  knew  what  cold  entertainment 
you  would  meet  with  on  that  path.  1  know  what 
it  is  to  build  towers  to  reach  heaven  without  count- 
ing the  coft  :  I  have  fpent  much  time  and  toil  in 
eftablilhing  my  own  righteoufnefs,  wafhing  the 
Ethiopian  white,  and  changing  the  leopard's  Ipots ; 
and  I  knew  that  your  profits  would  arife  to  the 
fame  amount  that  mine  did,  namely,  Ibamrand 
confufion  of  face. 

I  never  faid  that  the  law  was  not  a  rule  of  life  to 
the  unbelieving  bond  children  ;  I  believe  it  is  in 
every  fenfe.  Mofes  tells  them  that  ttjhallbe  their 
righteoujnefs  if  they  ohferve  to  do  all  the  things  of  this 
law»  Paul  fays,  The  doer  of  the  lawjhail  bejujiified. 
The  prophets  declare  that,  if  a  man  doth  tbem^  he 
fhall  live  in  them.  And  Chrift  fays.  If  thou  wilt 
enter  into  life,  keep  the  commandments.  And  we  know 

E4  that 
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that  all  who  are  in  the  flefti  do  cxpeft  eternal  life 
by  the  works  of  the  law.  Thefe  things  cannot  be 
fpoken  againft  ;^  nor  will  any  natural  man  ever 
oppofe  this  way  to  heaven  ;  nor  does  the  devil  him- 
felfi  for  he  kr^ows,  as  well  as  we  do,  thatMdfes  ne- 
ver caft  out  devils  i  and  he. knows  that  the  kinc^dom 
of  God  is  not  graven  on  tables  of  ftone  ;  thefe  ne^ 
ver  make  Satan  fall  like  lightning  from;  heaven  j 
this  way  has  ever  feemed  right  to  |  man  ;  nor  i^ 
there  one  in  ten  thoiifand  who  will  believe  the  enci 
thereof  to  be  the  ways  of  deaths  tijl  he  is  fafely  ar- 
rived in  hell;  and  then  {ChnR  iky^)  he  will  lift  up 
his  eyesy  being  in  torment.  The  offence  of  the  crofs 
does  not  attend  the  works  of  the  law — The  law  is 
not  ef  faith  ^  but  the  man  who  does  thoje  things  fhall 
live  in  them* 

Far  be  it  from  me  to  wrong  either  the  eleft  or 
reprobate.  God  teHs  me  to  give  a  portion  to  feven, 
and  alfo  to  eight,  I  ever  faid  that  unconverted 
rpinifters  of  the  letter  are  under  the  law^  for  the  im- 
preflion  of  the  type  on  the  paper  is  ;all  they  l^v^ 
to  hope  in ;  and  we  know  that  the  letter  killeth^ 
but  it  is  thp  Spirit  that  giveth  life.  And  this  appears 
in  their  miniftry ;  for  they  call  experiencCj,  thajt 
worke^h  hope,  enthufialiT^  i  and  God's  revealing 
his  Son  in  his  people,  or,  Chrift  manifefling  him- 
felf  to  thofe  whom  Gqd  has  giv^n  him  out  of  the 
world.  New  Revelations  •,  and  charge  the  grace  of 
<5od  with  iiceritioufnefs,  Thefe  cannot  be  parta-r 
Jfer§  pf  grace ;  nor  are  they  born  again  of  the  Spirit, 

Sych 
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Buch  as  thefe  Ihould  not  meddle  with  the  gofpel  i 
God  himfclf  rebukes  them  for  taking  his  covenant 
in  their  mouth. 

The  children  of  old  Adam  are  right  in  contending 
for  legal  preachers  ;  for  the  voice  of  the  law  is  to 
them — PFe  know  that  what  things  Joever  the  law 
faith,  it  faith  to  them  that  are  under  the  law.  And 
as  for  their  fneering  and  mocking  at  the  children  of 
God,  they  aft  in  charafter,  God  has  put  enmity 
between  the  feed  of  the  ferpent  and  that  of  the  wo- 
man— He  that  was  after  theflejbp&feci^tedhim  that 
was  by  promife.  And  fo  it  is  now,  and  will  be  to 
the  end, 

I  am  fully  perfuaded,  and  my  own  confcience 
bears  me  witnefs,  that  all  thofe,  who  have  fworn  to 
and  fubfcribed  the  Articles  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land, and  afterwards  turn  ^fide  to  vain  jangling, 
and  preach  up  the  law,  free-will,  flefhly  works, 
and  abufe  the  grace  of  God,  are  under  the  law  a$ 
their  only  rule  of  life :  and  will  undoubtedly  be 
damned  by  it,  unlefs  they  are  pe^feA  as  the  law  is 
perfeft  :  for  the  curfe  is  as  furc  as  the  bleffing, 
.and  has  the  oath  of  God  to  fccure  it.  He  has 
fworn  in  his  wrath  that  they  Ih^U  not  enter  into  his 
reft  i  and  the  law  is  made  for  all  liars^  fhr  perjured 
ferfons^  and  if  there  be  any  thing  which  they  hold 
(ontrary  to  found  doStrine,  i  Tim,  i.  lo.  Let  no 
perfon,  therefore,  charge  me  with  a  denial  of  thefe 
things,  for  1  never  did  deny  the  law  being  the  only 
fyle  gf  a6iion  for  thdfe  who  begin  in  the  Spirit  and 

end 
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end  in  the  flefli ;  or,  in  plain  words,  who  begin  with 
the  goipel  and  end  in  the  law ;  for  God  declares 
that  fuch  are  fallen  from  grace  (or  their  profeffion 
of  it),  and  that  Chrift  fliall  profit  them  nothing. 
Thefe  things  none  can  gainfay  or  refift.   All  that  I 
contend  for  is  this,  that  the  law  and  its  curfe  cannot 
be  feparated.     He  who  brings  a  prdfeffing  man 
under  the  law  brings  him  into  bondage,  and  under 
the  fentcnce  of  God.    Bring  him  under  the  yoke  of 
the  law,  as  his  only  rule  of  life  and  aftionj  make 
bind  obedient  to  it,  and  make  him   adl  ^  work 
under  it;  and  thcfcripture  fays  he  is  of  the  works 
of  the  law ;   and  as  many  as  are  of  the  works  of  the 
10W  are  under  the  curfe.     Such  a  ndan  is  for  legal 
works ;  of  works  he  Ipeaks,  and  under  the  curfe 
he  is.  Wrath  works  in  himdiredly,  and  will  work 
in'him  perpetually  all  the  time  he  ftays  there.  Grace 
works  not  in  him  5  nor  are  his  works  the  works 
of  faith,  nor  labours  of  love,  nor  the  fruits  of  the 
Spirit.     The  law  is  not  of  faith  5   under  grace  he 
doth  not  abide ;  nor  does  Chrift  profit  him  any 
thing  while  he  fticks  to  that  yoke. 

If  my  fifter  cannot  believe  this,  let  her  watch  the 
confufion  and  deadnefs  of  many  of  the  fermons  that 
Ihe  hears  i  the  covetoufnefs  that  appears  in  fuch 
preachers ;  their  implacable  enmity  againft  Chrifl; 
and  them  that  preach  him  i  and  Ihe  will  find  that 
goffipping,  tading,  tippling,  backbiting,  narrowneis, 
bigotry,  felf-love,  felf  feeking,  and  railing  at  the 
power  of  religion,  are  the  things  that  attend  many 
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of  tbefe  unconverted  minifters  of  the  letter;  and 
often  at  fixty  or  feventy  years  of  age  you  will  fee 
them  foft,  cottifh,  effeniinate,  doating  about  wed- 
lock, and  crawling  alive  with  wanton  annours.  And 
it  cannpt  be  otherwife ;  for  tb€y  that  are  in  thefiejb^ 
the  motions  rfjins^  which  are  hy  the  law^  do  work  in 
their  members  to  bring  forth  fruit  unto  death.  Rom* 
vii.  5»  Sin  takes  occajion  by  the  commandment^  and 
works  in  them  all  maner  of  concupifcence^  ver.  8« 
Thefe  arc  fome  of  the  good  works  that  are  to  be 
found  in  thefe  perjured  hypocrites  and  moderate 
Calviniftsj  and  in  all  who  are  enemies  to  the  grace 
of  God,  Nothing  can  purify  th»  heart  but  living 
faith  and  atoning  blood  -,  nothing  can  fubdue  fin 
but  grace  i  and  without  Chrifl:  man  can  do  nothing 
but  fin.  If  God  doth  not  keep  man,  man  cannot 
Jcecp  himfelf.  The  mpiions  <f  ftns  are  by  the  law  i 
thejlrengih  of  fin  is  the  law  \  and  the  dcvillcads  the 
finner  captive  at  his  will. 

*  Praftical  holincfs  ',  is  a  term  I  do  not  under^ 
ftand.  One  half  of  the  pompous  phrafes  that  now 
creep  into  pulpits  will  not  bear  the  balance  of  com- 
mon feqfe,  Holinefs  can  neither  be  fetched  from 
th^  law  of  Mofes,  nor  from  a  carnal  heart  \  nor 
;s  it  a  thing  to  be  put  in  pradice  by  free-will,  or 
an  arm  of  flcfh,  There  is  none  fupremely  holy 
but  One  ;  that  is^  God  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy 
Ghoft,  Chrift  is  the  Holy  One  of  his  people ;  and 
th^y  who  are  purged  from  fin  by  his  blood,  fadftificd 
^y  his  Spirit,  in  coyepaiit,  in  favour^  and  in  jpiritual 
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tinionj  with  him,  are  complete  in  him,  their  head  ? 
who  is  made  of  God  unto  them  righteoufnefs  and 
fen&ification.     Such  are  new  creatures,  created  in 
righteoufnefs  and  true  holinefs ;  and  it  is  God,  and* 
none  elfe,  who  humbles  them,  and  fanftifies  them; 
He  cbajiens  us  for  our  profit^  that  we  may  be  parta^ 
kers  of  his  holinefs.     Such  perfons  are  holy  people  5 
they  walk  in  union  with  Chrift,  as  the  only  way-j 
and  under  the  influence  of  the  Spiritthey  live :  they  - 
receive  a  fupply  of  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  as  they  ftand 
In  need,  live  in  the  fear  of  God,  walk  humbly  with 
him,  and  labour  to  keep  a  confcience  void  of  offence 
towards  him.     Atl  who  are  deflitute  of  this,  and 
ftrangers   to  it,   have  no  more  real  holinefs  than 
Satan  himfclf :    it  is  only  an  outward  (hew,  which 
the  fcriptures  call  walhing  the  platter,  whiting  the 
wall,  or  painting  the  fepulchre. 
*   The  law  obeyed,  and  difarmed  of  its  curfe,  is  in 
the  heart  of  the  Mediator,  who  is  Judge  of  quick 
and  dead,  and  therefore  keeps  the  keys  of  hell  and 
of  death.     The  believer  is  under  the  law  of  faith 
toChrifl;    and  they  .that  are  his  have  crucified  the 
Jlefh  "ivith  the  affe^ions  and  lujls  :  fuch  are  delivered 
from  the  law  ;  and  ngainftfuch  there  is  no  law  i  an4 
fin  is  not  imputed  where  there  is  no  law.     I  do  in- 
lifl  upon  it  that,  if  a  believer  be  brought  to  the  law 
of  Mofes,  to  be  under  it  in  any  other  fenfe,  fin  flares 
hhn  in  the  face,  wrath  works  in  his  heart,  his  en- 
mity  isflirred  up,  bondage  feizes  him,  and  defpon- 
ditncy  or  defpair  will  fink  him,  unlefs  the  law  of  the' 
'  J  Spirit 
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Spirit  of  life  make  him  free  from  the  law  of  fia 
and  death.      «  , 

God  heaf^  SJl  theif  cbtitenti6ns  fbf  the  law  of 
works  5  and  is  the  beft  judge  how  their  life,  walk^ 
and  aftions,  agree  with  that  rule;  and  no  doubt 
he  will  judge  them  by  that  rule  for  which  they  con- 
tend :  and  it  will  be  well  if,  when  God  lays  rightc- 
oufnefs  to  the  line,  and  judgment  to  the  plummet, 
there  be  no  refuges  of  lies  for  the  hail  to  fweep' 
away  5  if  their  hearts,  lives,  and  aftions,  have  been 
as  pure  as  their  words  and  pretences.  And  it  is 
well  for  fuch  as  you  and  I  that  Chrift  came  kito 
riiis  world  to  lave  -  finners  5  and  that  be  was  made 
Jin  for  us  who  knew  no  Jin,  that  we  might  be  made 
the  rigbteoufnefsofGodin  him.  Bleffed  are  they> 
who  are  born  again.  BlefTed  are  they  who  love 
God,  and  believe  in  his  dear  Son — The  rigbteoufnefs^ 
of  the  law  is  fulfilled  in  them  who  walk  not  after  the 
Jlejh^  but  after  the  Spirit. 

I  fhall  conclude  With  counfel  that  ncyef/camc. 
from  Sinai,7— Hearken,  O  daughter,  and  confider ; 
incline  your^ear  to  what  hath  been  faid ;  fprfake  the 
•  flefhly  family,  and  your  old  father  Adam's  houfe: 
fo  fhall  the  King  of  kings  gready  defire  thy  beauty. 
He  is  thy  Lord,  and  worfhtf-thoii  bun,  faith  the  Father^ 
of  mercies,   whorhath  loved  us  with  an  everlafting 
love.'  In  the  bond  of  which  •!  fubfcribe  myfelf  your ' 
fervant  to  command  in  this.prefent  ftare,  and  a  joint 
partaker  with  you  of  the  glory  that  (hall  be  revealed. 

VFlNCirE8TER   Row,  \XT  ^ ,       TT 

PADDiNOTO{f.  Wm.  Huntington, 
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A    RIDDLE^ 


And  Sampfm  Jmd^  I  will  new  puf  forth  a  Riddli 
unioyoUy  if  you  can  certainly  dedlare  i/  within  $h0 
Js^en  days  of  the  feafi :  and  th^  faid^  Put  forth 
thy  Riddle^  that  we  may  hear  it. 

Judges  xir.  12^12^ 

In  gloomy  vifions  of  the  night, 

I  iaw  a  formlefs  form  appear : 
Amazement  feiz'd  me  at  the  fight. 

Which  fill'd  mc  with  tormenting  fear. 

Abalh'd,  I  fled  $  but  he  purfuM, 

Yet  neither  ran,  nor  walk'd,  nor  fled : 

His  Ihapelefs  fhape  would  ftill  intrude. 
Nor  could  I  fhun  the  monfter's  dread. 

I  f^w  his  body  afl:  and  move. 

But  form'd  like  no  created  race  : 
In  darkefl:  paths  he  loves  to  rove. 

Yet  never  lhun«^  to  Ihew  his  face# 

Long 
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Long  time  I  ftood  irt  fright,  to  gaze 
And  view  this  exbibitioH  ftrange  : 

My  mind  was  fill'd  with  great  amaze 
To  fee  the  moving  monftcr  range* 

BowM  with  old  age,  in  hoary  hairs. 
Yet  feeks  the  crown,  and  royal  horn  5 

He  liv'd  and  mov'd  five  thoufand  years 
Before  begot,  conceived,  or  born. 

Lfought  and  ftrdve,  with  groans  and  tears, 
To  drive  the. rebel  from  my  home  ; 

And,  though  he  brings  a  thoufand  fears, 
I  always  love  to  fee  him  come. 

He's  caused  my  mind  the  utmoft  fmart. 
And  from  his  prefence  oft  I  flee  ; 

And,  though  we  live  fome  miles  apart. 
He  never  was  one  mile  from  me. 

I  court  his  wrath,  fome  court  his  fmiles ; 

In  ev'ry  houfe  he  finds  his  home  : 
he  dwells  throughout  the  Britilh  ifles,        • 

Yet  only  rents  one  fingle  room.    ' 

The  lion  bold  he  dar*d  oppofe. 

With  warlike  (corn  4efy'd  his  jage  ^  • 

From  out  his  den  in  ftiry  rofe. 

Although  five  thottfend  years  of  age. 
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And  why  furpriS'd  to  heir  the  d^tt  ? 

He  is  not  twice  the  age  of  me ; 
And,  tho*  hisyeirs  appear  fo  great, 

There*s  wonnen  older  now  than  he* 

Long  did  this  dreadful  battle  kft. 
But  ftill  the  monfter  wavM  his  paw } 

And,  tho'  of  favage,  brutal  caft. 
He  yet  ob(cr\fd  the  rules  of  law, 

I  faw  the  warlike  hero  yield; 

I  faw  him  taken,  try'd,  and  flain  j 
I  faw  him  bury'd  on  the  field  s 

Yet  he  revived,  and  liv'd  again. 

Difarm'd  again,  and  put  to  flight. 
The  dawn  of  day  he  try'd  to  fhun. 

And,  tho*  confin'd  in  fhades  of  night. 
He  rofe  again,  and  fought  the  Sun* 

This  foe  hath  won  a  thoufand  fields. 
And  been  t»y  millions  put  to  flight :  . 

To  impotence  he. often  yields. 
And  yet  refifl:s  immortal  might ! 

Yea,  coundefe  hofts  have,  been  employ'd^ 
Equipt  and  arm'd  with  might  and  fkill : 
From  endlefe  date  he's  been  deftroyed  ; 
.  ^nd  yet  exifl:s,  and  always  will. 
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Mis  body's  void  of  form  or  Ihape, 

Like  monfters  feen  fr6m  foul  embrace  i 

Yet  few  there  are  his  charms  efcape  j 
He  ftill  begets  eternal  race« 

He's  not  a  man,  nor  yet  a  brute ; 

He^s  neither  r^ti}e,  fowl,  nor  fiend  i 
Vet  has  a  voice,  tho'  always  mute  5 

And  God  doth  ofc  his  cries  attend* 

Defy'd  he  is  by  fmall  and  greats 
Yet  non6  at  times  refufe  his  call  1 

Petefted  with  the  utmoft  hate. 

Yet  lov'd  and  ferv*d  by  one  and  alL 

By  high  and  low  in  great  cfteem  : 
The  crowned  head  will  condefcend ; 

Both  youth  and  age  will  mourn  for  him } 
And  yet  he  always  kills  his  friend. 

Oppos'd^  at  times,  by  all  at  large^ 
And  oft  engag'd  by  numerous  hoft  j 

And  thofe  who  give  the  warmeft  charge 
Are  chiefly  them  that  love  him  moft* 

The  bluftiing  damfel  yields  her  charms  $ 
Defencelefs  falls  before  his  woo  5 

Yet  nought  but  death  attends  his  arms  s 
He  flew  his  fire,  and  mother  too. 
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His  parentage  'tis  hard  to  trace ; 

His  ancierttrifc  few  tindei^ftand : 
He  never  had  a  Yenlor  race  :  - 

He's  neither  angeUbrute,  nor  maiu 

A  body  void  of  flefh  arid  Mood ;     -         ' 

Of  joint  or  member,  as  we  call  5 
And  yet,  fo  anxicms  after  food. 

He  preys  on  friends,*  y^ea  foes  and  ali» 

He  wears  the  robe;  the  cfowi!,  and  ring ; 

He  fways  the  fceptre,  6lls  the  throne : 
For  him  they  mourn,  of  him  they  ling; 

He  makes  their  mirth^  and  makes  their  groan. 

By  thoufands  curs'd  to  endlefi  wo. 

While  thoufands  love  to  hear  his  fame ; 

Yet  he's  compriz'd  in  niiniber  Two ; 
Yea  couch'd  beneath  a  fingle  name. 

The  pleafing  tidings  he  hath  told 

Hath  fill*d  my  mind  with  heavenly  glee : 

I've  wilh'd  his  curfe  a  thoufand  fold. 
Yet  he's  a  faithful  friend  to  me. 

Both  friends  and  foes  he  puts  to  lhame„ 
Yet  knows  no  fear,  nor  yet  difmay  : 

When  heav'n  and  earth  fhall  ftiake  thdir  frame 
He'll  dauntlefs  (land  the  dreadful  day. 

^Tis 
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'Tis  near  to  me  he  loves  to  dwell. 
And  likes  to  hear  of  heav'nly  love. 

Tho'  only  fuch  are  doom'd  to  heU, 
We  hope  to  fee  him  crown'd  above. 

By  whom  cfcfcended,  or  from  whence^ 
Is  what  no  mortal  can  difclofe  s 

A  creature,  too,  in  every  lenfe ; 
But  who  his  firft  creation  knows  ? 

Now,  if  my  reader  longs  to  know. 

And  have  his  mind  relieved  from  doubt  5 

Then  let  him  with  my  heifer  plow. 
And  he  may  find  my  Riddle  out. 


A  Key  to  the  Riddlb. 

IncTOW  Nilre  Etyb  uma  Ybav  Eavi  cwo, 
Fh-imtow»  homi  No  wre,  ferben ; 
'  Owre  Side  satnu  mbert,  wo^an> 

D-byth,  Ebro  Adwaywes,  Train,  ftcr. 

Goddi  Dno  tma  keac  Arna  Lma  Nwi, 
The  Arn  Almc  Nth,  Ewor  Ldifp  AvM  'ti ; 

Ssu  Chast,  hef  Ethel  Or  dwil  Ldamnye  ; 
Tmre  Arna  Lma  ybes  av'd. 


1(  ftill  my  reader  cries  *  'Tis  hard/ 
Yet  longs  to  bring  the  truth  to  lights 

The  key  will  furely  fit  the  ward,  ' 

If  he  can  place  the  letters  right, 

F2  l-HB 
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Sonofman^  put  forth  a  riddle  i  and /peak  a  parable 
unto  the  boufe  of  Ifrael\  and  Jay  ^  ^us  faith  the 
Lord  God',  J  great  eagle  with  gtt^t  wings ^  tong^ 
^ingedy  full  of  feathers,  'minoB  bad  divers  eolours, 
came  unto  Lebanon,  and  took  the  higheft  branch 
df  the  cedar.     Ezek.  xyii.  a,  3. 


jdND  thefe  ye  fhall  have  in  abomination  among  the 
fowls ;  they  fhall  not  be  eaten  j  they  are  an  abomination : 
IThe  eagle,  the  offifrage,  and  the  ojpray,  and  the  vul^ 
ture,  and  the  kite  after  his  kind ;  every  raven  after 
his  kind  ;  and  the  owl,  and  the  night-hawk^  and  the 
cuckow,  and  the  little  owl,  and  the  cormorant^  and  the 
,  great  owly  and  the  f wan,  and  the  pelican,  and  the  gier- 
4agle,and  th^Jlork,  the  heron  after  her  kind,  and  the 
lapwing,  and  the  bat.     Lcvit.  xi.  13— ij. 

Are  fowls,  which  are  the  work  of  God*s  hands^ 
%a  abomination  ?  So  it  feems ;  and  therefore  muft 
not  be  eaten,  being  fet  afide  as  unclean.  Then  how 
jpomes  it  to  pafs  that,  when  the  flieet  was  let  down 
Jrom  heaven  to  Peter,  knit  at  the  four  corners,  con- 
taining beafts  of  the  earth,  wild  beafts,  creeping 

things^ 
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things,  and  fowls  of  the  air,  he  Ihould  be  com- 
mandedto  arife,  kill,    and  cat  ?    -Adtsx.  ii — 13. 
Peter  knowing  fuch  were  unclean  by  the  law,  fays. 
Not  /Oy  Lord :  for  I  have  never  eaten  any  thing  that 
is  common  or  unclean.     But  what  God  hath  cleanfed 
muft  not  be  called  conamon  5  and  what  he  hath  not 
cleanfcd  is  ftill  common  and  unclean.     If  fo^  then 
Moles's  fhoal  of  unclean  fowls  are  now  to  be  found 
in  a  certain  cage  called  a  great  city.      The  fpiritual 
whore  of  Babylon  keeps  them  as  carnal  whores  keep 
lapdogs  and  parrots.     This  comment  is  publilhed 
by  an  angel  from  heaven  :    And  after  tbefe  things  I 
faw  another  angel  come  down  from  heaven^  having 
great  power  j  and  the  earth  was  lightened  with  his 
glory.     And  he  cried  mightily^  with  aflrong  voice, 
faying^  Babylon  the  great  isfallen^  isfallen^  and  is  be* 
come  the  habitation  of  devils,  and  the  hold  of  every 
foul  fpirity  and  a  cage  of  every  unclean  and  hateful 
bird.      Rev.  xviii.   i,  2.    Thus  Mofcs's  jcollefted 
aviary  and  the  angcPs  cage  are  now  found  together, 
A  f word  upon  the  inhabitants  of  Babylon ;  the  owls 
fhall  dwell  there.    Jer^  1.  2S*    I^fiall  be  an  habitat 
tion  for  dragons,  and  a  court  for  owls :  the  cormorant 
and  the  bittern  fiall  poffef^  it ;  the  owl  and  the  raven 
fhall  dwell  in  it  i  the  wild  beafis  of  the  defart  fhall 
meet  with  the  wild  beafts  of  the  ifland,  and  the  fatyr 
fhall  cry  to  his  fellow  \  the  fcreech^owl  alfojhall  refi 
there :  there  Jball  the  vultures  al/b  be  gathered,  every 
ene  with  her  mate.     Seek  ye  out  of  the  book  of  the 
Jjfrd^  and  read;  not  one  of  theje  Jball  fail,  none  fhall 
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wan^  her  mate ;  for  my  moitih  it  hath  commanded^ 
and  his  Spirit  it  bath  gathered  them.  Ifa^xxxiv.  lo-r- 
1 6.    Surely  this  cjige  is  J oWs, congregation  ofde/olate 
bypomtes   (xv..  34),  of  whom,  he  fays  thaj  in  heart 
they  heap  up  wrath,    xxxyi.  13.    Then  flo  Peter 
yyill  ever  be  commanded  to  kill  and  eat  thcfe,  what- 
ever his  pretended  Succeffor  nciay  do# 
The    Oflifrage   and  Ofpray  .^re  ail  eagles,  which 
(hall  not  be  eaten,  f^ys  Mofcs.     Why  ?  |;:iecaufe  he 
is  the  king  of  birds,  and  yet  a  bird  of  prey.    Aa 
unmerciful  warrior,  with  fupei:abo:uxiding  .ftrength, 
is  terrible :  He  is  9.  reprefentatipn  of  thol?  hypo- 
crites who  ^efaid  to  eat  yp  the  Lord's  people  a^ 
they  eat  bread ;  but  the  floek  of  Chrift  a^e  not  to 
tite  and  devour  one  another^ 

Not  a  Vulture,  becaufe  he  is  too  voracious,  too 
greedy :  he  wiH  eat  any  thing,  ^nd  ipinds  nothing 
but  eating.  Wjc  read  of  fotne  whofc  god  is  their 
belly.  But  the  real  Chriftian  muft  be  choice  in  his 
food,  and  eat  to  the  fatisfying  of  his  foul  whw  -h^e  is 
hungry. 

The  Kite  fhall  not  be  eaten :  no,  for  he  has  rob- 
bed many  a  poor  farmer's  dame  of  her  young  poui-,. 
try.  And  there  are  a  fort  of  hypocrites  who  make 
it  their  bufmefs  to  feducc  the  feeble  and  unliable 
ones,  whom  Chrift  gathers  together,  even  as  :a  hea 
gathereth  her  chickens  under  her  wings. 

Nor  the  Raven,  becaufe  he  is  not  black  and  come^ 
ly,  but  all  black  j  not  as  the  tents  of  Kedar  and 
icurtains  of  Solomon,  but  as  the  tents  of  JCedar  alto- 
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gethen  BeGdes,.Ke  is  Ji  very  foul  feeder ;  nor  was  he 
contented, within  tl^e  ark,  nor  to-be  trutted  i  fp/, 
being  fent  forth  by  .Noah,  he  returned  no  more  i  he 
.neither  brought  tidings  to  the  reft,  nor  returned  19 
^ec  what  becan;\e  of  them.  We  rtad  of  hypocrites 
wJaofe  feet  abide  not  in  their  houfe,  and  who  bring, 
[forth  fruit  to  themfelves,  but  are  not  grieved  for  the 
^iftion  of  Jofeph.  It  is  true  he  was  employed 
jto  feed  the  prpphet  Elijah,  which  m^y  be  viewed 
.as  a  retrieval  .of  his  .honour ;  but  Ais  is  no  okujc 
,than  a  figure  of  the  earth's  helping  the  wonjian 
.when  ihe  fl^d  into  the  wilderncfs  from  the  face  of 
the  ferpent,  and  from  myftical  Jezebel,  as  Elijah 
fled  from  the  devil  and  Jezebel  the  witch. 

Nor  the  Night-hawJc :  no,  for  hejiates  the  Iqght, 
npr  will  he  come  to  it.  He  is  a  bird  of  the  n^Hr, 
and  of  darknels  J  typical  of  t;hofe  hypocrites  w^ 
pin  their  fa^h^upon  the  carnal  wifdpm  of  men,  rage 
and  are  confident,  and  yet  hate  the  dodtrines  of  the 
Bible.  'They  who  fpeak  not  according  ,to  that  ^feord 
have  np  light  in  them.j  nor  are  their  followers  chil- 
dren of:light,  or  of  the  day,  but  of  tht  night,  and 
ofdarknefs. 

Nor  the  Cuckow,  for  ihe  never  ufcs  but.one  note ; 
nor  is  he  heard  but  in.the  plealant  part  of  the  year. 
I  When  the  winter  is  paft,  and, the  rain  over  and  gone, 
then  he  comes  forth  with  his  vain  repetitions,  utter- 
ing nothing  but  his  own  name.  /HcJucks  the  eggs 
of  other  birds,  .to  clear  his  pipe,  and  leaves,  his  own 
for  them,  to  hatch.  Typical  of  thofc  hypocrites 
F  4  '   whofe 
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whofc  religion  lies  all  in  profperity,  but  difappcar* 
f n  adverfity  5  whofe  fernnons,  hymns,  converfation, 
and  profef&on,  are  only  one  fbperficial  round,  learn- 
ed by  rote  |  who  favour  of  nothing  but  themfelves  j 
feek  nothing  but  their  own  applaufe  5  fteal  matter 
and  words  from  the  faints  only  to  exalt  themfelves, 
and  deceive  the  fimple;  who  live  in  fin,  and  call 
others  Antinomians.  Such  are  ftrangers  to  God, 
and  far  from  him  by  wicked  works ;  fceking  no- 
thing but  themfelves,  luppofing  that  gain  is  god- 
linefs.  The  cuckow  is  a  foreigner,  and  but  a 
hawk  at  beft.  Away  with  hinri !  Our  own  pe  pe 
bird  will  proclaim  the  Spring  come,  as  well  and 
fooner  than  he. 

Nor  the  Cormorant ;  for  he  is  a  mere  glutton, 
always  paddling  in  dirty  water,  and  hunting  after 
fiftiA  We  read  of  fome  who  are  like  the  troubled 
fea,  cafting  up  mire  and  dirt ;  and  who  followed 
Chrift  for  loaves  and  filhes. 

Nor  the  Owl ;  for  his  head  is  too  big.  He  hates 
the  fun ;  looks  big  with  a  deal  of  plumage,  but  his 
body  i$  as  light  as  cork.  And  there  are  a  fort  of 
hypocrites  whole  religion  lies  all  in  the  head  ;  who 
.  never  could  look  the  Sun  of  Righteoufncfs  in  the 
face;  and  who,  notwithftanding  their  plumage  of 
felf-righteoufncls,  are,  in  the  balance  of  the  fandu- 
ary,  altogether  lighter  than  vanity. 

Nor  the  Swan ;  for  he  is  too  much  like  them 
who  are  clean  in  their  own  eyes,  though  never 
waihed  from  th^ir  filthinefe.    He  is  emblematical 
7  of 
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of  the  fleftily  perfeftionift,  who  makes  clean  the 
outfide  of  the  cup  and  platter,  till  he  appears  like 
Ae  'whited  fepiilchre.  But,  notwithftanding  the 
yellow  beak  and  white  plumage  of  this  bird,  he  is  a 
puriuer  of  the  Hihes  ;  his  feet  and  legs  are  as  black 
as  Satan  himfelf,  and  there  is  little  within  him  but 
flags  and  rufhes. 

Nor  the  Pelican  j  for  he  feeds  on  ftrpcnts  and 
reptiles  j  an  emblem  of  thofc  who  feed  upon  doc- 
trines of  devils.  And,  as  this  bird  is  faid  to  feed  her 
'  young  with  her  own  blood,  they  imitate  her  who 
e'cnbrace  the  lies  of  Satan,  and  damn  their  own 
fouls  by  deceiving  others. 

Nor  the  Stork ;  for  he  is  a  bird  of  paflage ;  and, 
as  the  prophet  fays,  very  fagacious  in  knowing  the 
times  of  going  and  coming.  An  emblem  of  time- 
fervers,  who  follow  that  preacher  of  whom  the 
world' fpeaks  higheft;  a  lover  of  a  rich  and  large 
congregation ;  and  who  loves  to  ftick  clofeft  where 
there  is  nioft  hanging  on ;  and  never  to  gird  his 
harnefs  fo  tight,  but  that  he  may  throw  it  off,  or 
wield  about  as  times  change.  Such  are  unftable  in 
?11  thlfir  ways,  never  fixed,  always  upon  the  wing  5 
while  thofe  who  day  at  home  divide  the  fpoil. 

Nor  the  Heron  -,  for  he  is  after  the  filhes,  and  a 
dreadful  enemy  to  the  eyes,  if  ever  he  ftrikes,  it  is 
at  them.  He  is  a  lofty  flier  j  loves  to  be  alone  by 
the  water ;  is  never  feen  upon  rocks ;  and  is  re- 
markable for  his  long  legs  and  long  neck.  He 
•points  out  fome  who  are  oft  in  the  miry  clay,  but 
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ne?cr  on  the  Rock ;  )vho.ofcca  Strict  ^t  rfie^difqcnjr 
ingieyeof  the  wife,  yet  fty  loftily  ia  their  o^n  le^ 
performances  :  but  tthe^r  legs  ^rc. top  feeble  to  csxpy 
.  the  'Crofs  j  and  their  hcad^  Jike  that  qf  the  herqq^ 
b. too  far  Jfroai  their  Ihovldersi  they..axake.a.feir 
ibcw  of  ^  voluntary  .humility^  but  acver  hold  the 
Head. 

Nor  .the  I^apwing  i  for  he  is  feldom  or  never  found 
but  upon  the  barren  heath,^  and  never  ufes  njprc 
^n  .one  fqueakir^  note.  He  refembles  thofe  who 
^cbel  ^ainft  the  gofpel ;  and  jxiake  a  perpetual  cr^. 
(about  their  own  perfonal  righteoufnefs,  while  under 
the  curfe  of  the  law  and  the  wrath  of  God.  Thefe 
sire  left,  like  the  lapwing,  upon  the  barren  heath, 
TbusJaUb  the  Lord,  CurfedU  the  man  that  trujietb 
in  wan,  and  maketb  fiejh  his  arm;  ..and  whje  heart 
departeth  frm  the  Lord :  for  he  Jhall  be  like  the 
heath  in  the  dejarty  andjball  not  fee  when  good  cometh. 
Jer.  xvii.  5.  God  brings  out  thofe  who  are  bound 
with  chains,  hut  the  rebellious  dwell  in  a  dry  land. 
.  Nor  the  Bat ;  for  he  is  neither  beaft  nor  bird : 
jior  is  he,  in  the  ftrifteft  fenfe^  amphibious,  becaufe 
he  hates  the  water-,  yet  he  is  ranked  amor^,  and 
concludes,  the  ihoal  of  fowls  j  and  is  a  lively  reprq- 
fentation  of  every  fpecies  of  hypocrites,  for  they  are 
•in  ifome  fenfe  amphibious  :  they  are  not  all  devil, 
.becaufe  they  have  flefh  ;  they  slxc  not  all  man,  be- 
.caufe  fo  much  of  the  devil ;  they  arc  not  faints, 
becaufe  deftitute  of  grace  -,  and  yet  not  altogether 
finners,  becaufe  they  have  the  Iheep's  clothing.    In 
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diott,  they  have  the  fleecy  pf  a  flieep,  the  devo- 
tional form  of  a  faint,  the  nature  and  figure  of  a 
man,  the  aftions  of  a  briite,  and  the  fpirit  and  ma- 
lice of  a  devil.  ^ 
Among  all  the  fo*^ls  that  were  deemed  undean 
Under  the  law,  the  Holy  Ghoft  has  chofen  one  tribe 
from  all  the  reft,  to  (et  forth'the  eleft  of  God  ;  and" 
this  lot  is  fallen  to  the  Eagle,     And  it  is  to  be  ob'^' 
ferved  that  the  name  of  this  bird  ftands  firft  on  the 
lift  of  Mofes,  as  an  emblem  of  the  faints;  and  the' 
Bat,  typical  of  devils  and  hypocrites,  ftands  laft. 
Lev.  xi.  13,  19.     This  ad  of  divine  fovereignty, 
this  difcriminating  token  of  divine  favour  is  deemed 
partiality  by  all  the  reft  of  the  plumed  tribes.  What 
Ihould  be  attributed  to  lincontrolable  fovereignty, 
good  pleafurei  and  unmerited  grace,  is  afcribed  to 
partiality  and  injuftice,  if  not  to  hyprocrify.     On 
this  ground  the  following  contention  arofe.     The 
lot  is  caft  to  the  eagles,  the  whole  difpofal  of  which 
is  of  the  Lord.     On  which  account  an  eternal  fepa* 
ration  took  place ;  p.od  .contention  ceafed  among 
the  eagles,  but  not  on  the  fide  of  the  others.     Tbe 
lot  caujetb  contention  to  ceafe^  and  partetb  between  the 
mighty.   Prov.  xviii.  18*     The  other  tribes  of  the 
wood  were  gready  exafperated.     Firft,  At  this  un- 
conditional eleftien.    Secondly,  Becaufe  the  eagles 
Were  mentioned  by  a  divine  oracle  in  honourable 
terms,  while  the  others  were  (lightly  named.  Third- 
ly, Becaufe  they  were  not  made  with  an  equal  Ihare 
of  wiog.    Fourthly^  Becaufe  they  werc.not  endued 
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with  ftrength  of  eye-fight,  or  favoured  ..\?ith  the 
grant  .of  looking  at  the  fun.  Fifthly,  Becaufe-  a  fort 
of  fecond  fovercignty  was  granted  to  the  E^le,  Jic 
being  called  the  king  of  birds;  which-  w^  viewed 
as  a  total  eclipfe  of  their  honour.  This^will  ever 
fit  hard,  on  thofe  who  receive  honour  one  of  another, 
and  not  the  honour  that  conies  froni  God  only.  On 
thefe  accounts  the  fucceeding  conlpiracy  was  hatch- 
ed ;  which  broke  out  into  open  hbftilities  as  foon 
as  the  following  voice  of  divine  fovercignty  was 
echoed  through  the  woods. 


As  an  eagle  Jlirreth  up  her  neji^  flutter eth  jxver  her 
youngy  fpreadetb  abroad  her  wings,  taketh  them, 
bear  eth  them  on  her  wings  ^,  Jo  the  Lord  alone  did 
lead  Jacob,  and  there  was  no  ftrange  God  with 
him.     Deut.  xxxii.  ii^  12* 


THE  SAINTS*  TRIUMPH. 

As  Eagles  ftir  their  own  prolific  nefts^ 
To  warm  alike  the  eggs  on  which  fte  rcfts. 
And  flutters  o'er  her  young' and  tender  broodj^ 
To  keep  thenm  warm,  as  well  as  give  them  food: 

She  fprcads  her  wings,  and  takes  them  up  on  high. 
To  teach  her  tender  neftlings  how  to  fly. 
If  found  too  weak  the  pinion  to  maintain. 
She  ikims  beneath,  and  bears  them  back  again. 
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So  did  the  Lord  give  favoured  Jacob  reft, 
And  taught  him  where  by  faith  to  build  his  nefl: ; 
H«  ftirr'd  him  up  from  off  his  native  lees, 
l^orlet  his  foul  compound  with  carnal  cafe*        » 

The  dove-like  Spirit  hover'd  o*er  his  mind. 
And  faiis'd  his  foul  to  live  a  life  divine : 
Still  upward  born,  as  on  the  eagle's  wing. 
He  found  the  Sun  that  makes  eternal  Ipring. 

Long  did  he  live  by  faith  that  works  by  love. 
And  fctch'd  his  confolations  from  above. 
Taught  by  his  God  impending  wrath  to  flee ; 
Nor  did  he  know,  or  own,  a  God  but  he*  ^ 

His  conftant  Guide  protefts  his  pilgrimage^ 
And  crowns  with  joys  divine  his  lateft  ftagc. 
He  tells  the  fafety  of  his  myftic  race. 
And  clos'd  his  eyes  to  fee  Jehovah's  face. 
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THE 

LAMENTATION    OF    BABEL^ 

ANI|    THK 

]>£SPSRATE   RAGE   OF    HER   GAOL-BIRDS. 


The  Owls  and  Bats,  in  mournful  note,  complain'd, 
<  The  Eagles  have  the  higher  region  gain'd  i* 
Proposed  a  council,  with  intent  to  try 
To  pluck  their  pinions,  left  they  foar  too  high. 

They  lodg'd  a  charge  againft  their  peering  eyes. 
Which  pierce  their  mafk,  and  icen  their  dark  difguife. 
Their  warlike  beak,  it's  force  too  (harp  and  hard. 
By  which  their  candid  breafts  had  oft  been  marr'd. 

With  rage  they  burn  to  hear  Jehovah's  voice 
Pronounce  the  Eagles  objefts  of  his  choice. 
They  ftir  their  neft,  and  bear  their  young  away. 
As  if  none  taught  their  young  to  fly  but  they. 

With  wild  ferncient  thefe  nighdy  tribes  convene 
Againft  their  peers,  and  how  to  curb  their  fplcen : 
An  herald  cry*d  throughout  the  filem  wood. 
And  all  the  fummonM  tribes  aifembled  ftood. 
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J! /word  upon  the  Chaldeans^  faith  ihfi"T,ordi  and 
upon  the  inhabitants  of /[myjiu^^  Baiyfon.  Jer.  1,— ^ 
Tborm  fiaJl  come,  up  in  her  palaces^  nettles  and 
irambles  in  her  forireffes  \  and'  iijhdll  be  an  ba^ 
hitationfsr  drifffms,  etnd  a  xwrtfor  owlf. 

i^au.xxxiVf  15; 

TH«. 

DUTIFUL  CHILE!.  .OF  NATURE  s 

THE    watchman's    PLfiA, 

Forth  came  the  Owl,  the  firft  confpifarof. 

His  looks  rcfleftiAg  majefty  and  war,    ' 

A 11  clapp'd  their  wings,  and  fpread  them  forth  fbr  flfght. 

As  if  refolv'd  to  fhun  the  fludes  of  nighf — 

*  Aifanbled  friends,  you  kiiow  my  care  for  you ; 
Merit  I  claim,  for  merit  is  my  due. 

From  age  to  age  have  I  unblemifh'd  flood. 
The  only  watch,  the  guardian  of  the*  wood. 

*  When  you  at  reft,  and  each  was  off  his  guar^ 
From  vale  to  vale  my  folemn  call  was  heard. 
Your  creeping  foes  have  felt  my  talon'd  (haftj 
Yet  no  expenfe  for  lanthorn,  or  for  ftaff. 

*  The  dreary  deferts  I  have  ranged  at  large. 
And  never  murmur'd,  nor  forfook  my  charge: 
Wherein  Pm  calPd,  therein  to  noove  is  right  j 
Unlefs  difturb'd,  I  ever  Ihunn^d  the  light. 


< 


It 


(    96    ) 

^  It  is  not  Itoine,  it  is  a  common  cayC^ 
Each  in  his  fpbere  pbcfying  Nature's  laws. 
The  Eagle's  calf  d  to  meet  the  riling  fun. 
While  we  are  doomed  to  dwell  in  Babylon/ 

So  fpakq  the  Owl,  fo  ends  the  rural  fage^. 
While  all  the  iynod  ftood  inflam'd  with  rage. 
Each  paramount  with  hoftile  fcqrn  was  fir'd, 
Againjl  the  fovereigns  of  the  wood  conlpir'd. 


They  [Jaints'l  Jhall  mount  up  with  vnngs  as  eagles  j 
theyjhall  rurty  and  not  be  weary ;  walk^  and  not  faint. 

Ifai.  xl.  31. In  that  day  a  man  Jhall  cafi  his 

idoh  of  ftlver^  and  his  idols  of  goldy  which  they 
made  for  tbemjelves  to  worjhip^  to  the  moles^  and  ($ 
the  bats.     Ifaiah  ii«  20. 

THE 

STAUNCH    CHURCHMAN, 

AND 

HIS     STRONG     REASON  S« 

Forth  came  the  Bat ;  and  with  fagacious  air 
Silence  was  call'd,  and  all  was  mute  to  hear^-^ 
«  I  juftify  the  father  guardian's  plea. 
And  now  reveal  the  wrong  fuftain*d  by  mc. 

*  I  need  not  urge  before  the  noble  court; 
Religiqus  feme  can  never  want  report. 
I  feldom  leave  the  fteeple,  or  the  porch ; 
And  may  be  ftil'd  the  ranger  of  the  church; 

'  From 
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*  From  tomb  to  tomb  unweary'd  I  parade ; 
Fearlcfs,  freqgent  the  manfions  of  the  dead : 
When  all  forfake  the  coniecrated  fpot 
Here  I  refide,  and  ftill  maintain  my  lot. 

'  When  thoughtlefscrowdstheirworldlycarespurfae" 
Alone  I  range  the  chancel  and  the  pew : 
Her  lofts>  her  bells^  her  fteeple>  and  her  rooC 
Have  I  admir'd  when  all  have  flood  aloof. 

'  The  books,  the  culhion,  caflbc,  and  the  gown» 
Each  I  furvey  as  I  purfue  my  round  : 
From  this  my  ftation  feldom  known  to  ftray, 
I  watch  by  night,  and  here  I  reft  by  day. 

*  When  wild  fchifmatics  from  her  altars  flee. 
She's  never  been  deferted  once  by  me : 

I  merit  more  than  all  the  eagle  race^ 

Who  make  her  liable  walls  my  dwelling-place. 

*  Are  birds  of  prey  by  partial  love  preferred. 
While  conilant  churchmen  lofc  their  juft  reward  ? 
Shall  ibolling  guells  a  foy'reign  bounty  fhare 
While  I  have  paid  my  conftant  vifics  there  ? 

'  Shall  eagles  rife,  and  thus  in  favour  fhine^ 
And  wear  a  crown  by  right  of  merit  mine  ? 
Tvelong  obferv'd  their  flight,  contemptuous  throw, 
Yqur  idols  to  the  moles  and  bats  ihall  go. 

G  *  Nor 


*  Nor  doi  clilfty  tb  wear  thfe  crown  alone  i 
•Tis  due  to  you,  aitd  doe  to  cv'ry  one. 
Shall  foes,  like  them,  be  free  from  age  to  age, 
While  we  arc  c6d{f  d  ai^  pc^cli*d  in  Babef  s  cage  ? 

^  Let  each  advife  what  nsediod  to  purfue. 
Or  try  for  once  what  force  of  arms  cm  do/ 
So  fpake  the  Bat ;  and  dos'd  ybith  penfire  mood. 
While  ev^rf  £ige  in  confternation  ftood. 


Xl^firgoddhi/sis  as  thentomingcbmS%  and  as  the  iorlj 
dew  it  goetb  at»etf*       Hof.  vi«  4. 

TIME-SERVER, 

ANO 

HIS    CONVENIENT   PaOFESSIOK. 

The  Cuckow  to  apologise  began 
As  being  not  a  native  of  the  land. 
Not  forward  he  in  this  rebellious  Itir, 
But  claitn'd  die  priv'lqpe  of  a  Foreigner, 

*  Tis  I9  my  friends,  of  all  that  trfe  the  wing, 
Am  made  to  bear  the  tidings  of  the  Spring  1 
And  keep  my  time  as  punctual  as  the  day : 
I  never  err'd,  nor  mifs*d  the  month  of  M^y. 

<  I  make  the  heart  of  man  himielf  rejoice; 
The  fick,  the  lame,  arc  glad  to  hear  my  voice. 
Some  watch  the  night;  but  1  obferve  the  year. 
And  bear  the  joyful  tidings  far  and  near. 

6  *  I  ever 
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^  I  evor  found  my  own  delerved  faoic^ 
Nor  dare  to  bcfaft  of  others  worth  or  nacne. 
With  care  I  feel  the  temper  of  the  clime  $ 
The  iofteft  feafon  i$  my  fayour'd  time. ' 

^  While  othiers  cKufc  to  ftand  imtnod'rate  heat» 
I  count  it  then  my  wifdom  to  retreat. 
Not  made  to  bear  the  heat  of  fummer's  noon, 
I  come  in  time ;  nor  do  I  go  too  foon. 

*  With  toil  of  wing  I  fly  from  north  to  fouthi 
And  never  err,  but  always  tell  the  truth. 
Merit  I  claim,  for  merit  is  my  due. 

As  all  will  own  my  yearly  rt^Skg/c  true. 

*  Thefe  ifles  I  rangM  from  May  to  Midfummer, 
When  Britain  knew  no  wife  aftronomer. 

I  never  kept  my  news  qr  feafons  back. 
Nor  was  I  led  by  Robin's  Almanack. 

*  By  rules  of  law  I  take  my  rural  flight. 
And  all  have  own'd  my  juft  predictions  ri^ht. 
Of  Winter  paft,  of  Summer  come,  I  fing 
Without  confulting  Moore,  or  Vincent  Wing. 

*  Intemperate  climes  and  ieaibns  I  detefl: ; 
A  moderate  profeilion  is  the  befl: : 

I  go  my  conftant  circuit  once  a  year. 

And  fcorn  thofe  airy  flights  that  end  in  fearr 

G  a  *  Your 


(      lOO      ) 

*  Your  tranfient  friend  conftrues  your  meafures  hard 
That  men  like  you  from  honours  are  debarred,  ^ 
Exert  your  Ikill,  defend  your  common  caufe  j 
And  make  them  foar  by  ftatutes^  rulesj  and  laws. 

*  If  martial  deeds  throughout  the  world  muft  ring. 
How  you  have  fought  your  peers  on  ev€in  wing  j 
Left  light  confound,  or  pinion  hi\  in  air^ 

Let  me  advife  to  place  a  tower  near.* 


J)ctb  the  Eagle  mount  up  at  thy  command^  and  make 
ber  neft  tm  high  f  She  dwelletb  and  ahidetb  on  the 
rock,  upon  the  crag  of  the  rock,  and  the  Jirong 
place.  From  thence  Jhe  feekeih  the  prey.  Herges 
heboid  afar  off.  Her  young  ones  alfo  fuck  up  blood: 
and  where  tbejlain  are,  there  is  jhe. 

Job  ?cxxix.  17,  28, 19,  30. 

THE 

LIBERTY,    SAFETY,   AND   FOOD, 

.    .  OF    THE    SAINT.  ' 

iATjlt  thQu  prefume  to  hold  Jehovah's  hand. 
And  make  the  Eagle  mount  at  thy  command  ? 
Wilt  thou  prefcribe  her  fecrct  place  of  reft. 
And  fix  the  fpot  where  ibe  mfS^  build  her  neft  ? 

She  makes  the  ftable  rock  her  rcfidcnce. 
And  always  takes  her  c^ftant  views  from  thence ; 
Here  (he  abides  in  fafcty  night  and  day  5 
And  'tis  front  hence  fhe's  led  to  feek  ber  prey. 

Eternal 
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Etenoal  day  can  hardly  Ycapc  her  eyes. 

She  often  peers  above  the  azure  £kics, 

And  feeds  her  young  with  rich  and  hcav'nly  food. 

As  taught  in  time  to  prize  atoning  blood.  *   . 

She  foars  above  the  rattling  of  the  fpear ; 
No  Owl  or  Bat  the  objeft  of  her  fean 
Prom  Satan's  hold  (he's  wifely  taught  to  flee, 
But  find  a  flaughter'd  Saviour — there  is  (he. 


REVENGEFUL  LEGALIST. 

Forth  came  the  Bittern,  bruihiagthrp*  the  throng. 
And  learnedly  debates  of  right  and  wrong. 
His  looks  proclaim  the  warm  con^ir^tor. 
And  he  will  prove  the  jiiilicc  of  the  war — • 

*  ShSll  Eagles  rife,  and  leave  us  in  the  torch, 
Wijo  neither  guard  the  wobd.  nor  range  the  church  s 
While  others,  faithful  to  their  legal  ch^-ge, 
ProclaiA)*  their  merit  to  the  world  at  large  ? 

*  Defy  their  talons,  aJ)4  tbcir  warlike  beak  ; 
With  force  of  arms  ajqft  revenge  we  fcek.—^ 
Arife,  ye  powVs  !  revoke  the  fatal  doom  i 
Nor  reft  contented  to  be  cag'd  at  Rome* 

'      G  3  'In 
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*  In  nervous  ftrfifts,  on  mcafufes  dciep  concert  i 
Let  each  his  wifeft  counfels  now  impart  $ 
What  arms  to  ufe,  what  harnefs  to  put  oti^ 
And  how  txxHj  the  realms  of  Babylon/ 


There  is  a  path  which  no  fowl  knoweth,  and  which 
the  vulture^ s  ^c  hath  hot/een.       Job  xxviii*  7, 

THI 

CANDID    PRpFESSORi 

0I»    THE  .      , 

HYPOCRITB    ANB    HIS   CHARMS. 

Again*  thefe  rcftlefi  tribes  aflbmc  their  feit. 
Where  Fancy  ftts  Ae  Eagles  at  their  feet. 
The  Vulture  fhews  with  more  than  common  air> 
The  myftic  path  the  Eagles  fly  in  air. 

•  My  fricndis/  faith  he,  *  my  bcft  advice  is  this— 
Well  try  them  both,  and  both  will  hardly  mifs : 
Proclaim  a  ftatute,  (ign'dby  Bats  and  Owls, 
And  bound  their  lofty  flight  by  Candour'^  rules^ 

*  With  veils  and  yokes  impede  their  airy  way. 
And  theie  will  (bon  obfcure  the  realms  of  day  % 
Frefcribe^their  bounds,  and  how  tbeii"  path  to  fteer. 
And  line  the  track  that  they  fliall  go  in  air. 

•  This 


i  m  ) 

^  This  my  advice  ;  this  method  Td  purfue  j 
And  try  for  once  wl^at  force  of  law  can  do  i 
And,  if  fubmiflive  to  the  legal  yoke> 
Tfei?  Babcl-cagc  is  nothiijg  b>it  y jqkc. 

*  Attempt  to  prove  their  Iawle(s,  random  flight ; 
With  fhew  of  Icflity  .wfi'il  Uind  their  fight : 
'Tis  beft  to  ufe  the  art  of  Candour's  charms; 
If  that's  in  vain^  then  try  the  force  of  arms. 

The  Eagles  heard  the  counfcls  of  the  court, 
And  niadc  their  fruitlefs  fchemes  their  daily  fportj 
Maintained  their  freedom,  and  their  lofty  flight. 
And  fled  beyond  the  regions  of  the  night. 

In  vain  the  Bats,  in  vain  the  crafty  Owls, 
To  Acer  a  bird  pf  flight  by  Candour*s  rules  : 
Eagles  are  free  to  fly>  to  mount,  to  climb  s 
Nor  can  they  Jbeconfin'd  by  twigs  of  limje. 

They  mount  aloft^  to  meet  the  rifing  fun ; 
And  Biy.z&  fwift  as  foes  in  thought  can  run ; 
>To  legal  yoke  impedes  their  airy  way  i 
/TirSasoQur^s  yoke  is  fuU  as  1^^  as  thqr. 


Gr4  7HB 
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TH8 

CANDID  HYPOCRITE  UNMASKED  J 

UNIVERSAL    CHAJil/rr   IN   ARMS.     . 

At  this  the  Vulture  fcorns  the  ufc  of  charmsj 
Apid  loudly  calls  the  rebel  hofts  to  arms.— 

*  Since  lenity  and  candour  don't  prevail. 
We'll  try  the  force  of  arms,  that  feldom  faiL 

*  As  legal  terms  meet  with  contemptuous  flight. 
They  next  fliall  feel  the  force  of  .paper  kite. 
We'll  ftorm  their  fortrels  with  repeated  fhock. 
And  drive  the  towVirig  fliers  from  the  rock, 

*  Our  kites  fliall  rife  as  lofty  as  the  lark. 
And  fly  in  numbers,,  till  the  heay'hs  arc  dark ; 
Becloud  their  regions  till  they  cannot  fee. 
And  make  them  all  as  dark  and  blind  as  we« 

*  Thefe  ftubborn  foes  fliall  know  our  utmoft  flcill. 
And  feel  the  force  of  an  immortal  quill. 

L«t  wifdom  teach,  and  meafure  line  and  ftring. 
To  reach  a  bird  fo  flciird  to  ftecr  the  wing/ 


THE 
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THE 

EAGLES  AND  THEIR  ROCK  STORMED 

WITH 

A   SHOWER   OF   PAMPHLETS. 

Their  envied  foes  they  needs  muft  difpoffels. 
Who  fend  fuch  weighty  metal  from  the  prefs  : 
From  two  to  four,  from  four  to  fixpencei  each ; 
But  ftill  their  foes  appeared  beyond  their  reach. 

When,  wearyM  out  with  Satan^s  Ipells  and  charms. 
They  all  equip  with  force  of  paper  arms ; 
Their  bafe  rebellion,  now  maturely  ripe. 
Is  all  difcharg'd  from  off  the  printer's  type. 

Women  combine  to  deck  with  tail  and  wing, 
And  carnal  priefts  unite  to  hold  the  ftring. 
In  vain  they  war,  in  vain  they  ufe  the  line  i 
An  Eagle  flies  beyond  a  ikain  of  twine. 

Up  mount  the  peers,  and  quit  the  rural  wood. 
And  fteer  a  path  no  Vulture  underftood  : 
On  heavenly  love,  the  pinions  of  the  mind. 
They  face  the  rays  which  ftrike  a  rebel  blind. 


KND   OF  RULB  AND  RIDDLI. 


TRB 


COAL-HEAVER^S  CONFESSION; 


INTENDED    AS 


A    SUPPLEMENT 


TO 


THE  RULE  AND  THE  RIDDLE. 


THB 

COAL-HEAVER^S  CONFESSION. 


I  BELIEVE  that  every  man,  who  is  enlight- 
ened to  fee  the  fellowfliip  of  the  golpel  myftery, 
and  to'  receive  it  in  the  love  of  it  j  who  is  blefled 
with  enlargement  of  heart,  accefs  to  God  and  free- 
dom with  him  in  prayer  5  is  delivered  from  the 
yoke  and  bondage  of  Mofcs*s  law  in  every  fcnfe 
of  the  words :  he  is  free  born,  a  fon  of  the  free 
woman,  made  free  by  the  fon  of  God;  is  a  free 
citizen  of  Mount  Zion  ;  has  a  granted  right  to  all 
the  privileges  of  it,  and  is  an  heir  of  God's  eternal 
kingdom,  God  the  Father  appointed  his  fon  to 
proclaim  liberty  to  him  ;  the  Son  has  made  him 
free ;  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  in  him,  and  there  it 
liberty.  The  truth  has  made  him  free,  and  he  is 
free  indeed ;  and  free  he  muft  remain  unlefs  he 
abufe  his.liberty>  or  fuffer  blind  guides  to  entangle 
him  again  with  the  yoke  of  bondage. 

I  BBi-iEVE  that  every,  one  that  looketh  into  this 
perfcdlaw  of  liberty,  and  continucth  therein,  ia 

a  fane* 


(  tl<s  ) 

a  fanftificd  hearer  of  the  gofpcl,  and  an  evangelical 
doer  of  the  work  of  faith ,  being  bleffed  in  his  deed : 
And  whofoever  fends  this  free  man  to  the  binding 
law  ofMoks,  as  bis  only  nile  of  life,  fend$  him  to 
the  only  place  to  which  he  can  fend  him  to  have 
"  hiOi  curfed  in  his  deed  -,  for  as  many  as  are  of  the 
works  of  the  law  are  under  the  curfe* 

I  BELIEVE  that,  whatfoeveris  the  faint^s  only  rule 

of  life,  the  faint  is  under  that  rule  ;  fubjed  to  that 

inky  h,e  mi^  be  obedient  to  that  rule,  walk  by  that 

rule,  work  by  that  rule,  and  live  by  that  rule. 

.  A»d:if  the  law  of  Mofes.be  that  rule,  the  faint  is 

under  the 'law-,  fubjedl  to  the  law;  his  obedience 

isrthe  ojxdience  of  the  law  j  he  walks  in  the  letter 

jof  the  law  \   his  works  are  the  works  of  .the  law ; 

j^  he  that  does  thefe  things  contained  in  the  law, 

ihall  live  ia  them.    And,  if  this  be  true,  the  mini- 

Aers  of  the  letter  are  right :  Mofes's  difciples,  and 

jall.tbc  i?iini(lqrs  of  <:ircumcifiori  who  oppofed  the 

jgo^d,  M^crc  the  only. orthodox  men;  and,  confc* 

^Uf  nd^,  all  th^  apoftle's  charges  againft  them  were 

^oundkis  and  unjyft. 

1'  BELitVE  that  the  gofpcl  fumflhes  Ae  believer 
with  every  thing  he  wants,  and  with  his  only  an<i 
jdl-fufficient  rule  of  life  alfo  5  or  elfc  he  could  not, 
with  propriety,  be  faid  to  be  ufider  grace,  fobjeft  to 
{he  gofpel,  obedient  to  the  faith,  a  walker  in  newnefs 
pf  life,  a  worker  of  righreoufnefs  by  faith,  and  one 
who  lives  by  the  faith  of  the  Ton  of  God. 

I  B£LI£VB 
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f  vctisvB  that  a  true  fervaht  of  die  Lord  is  called' 
ft  mmiflcr  of  the  fpirit,  a  miaifter  of  Chrift,  a  preach-* 
erofchegofpel,  ahambaffadorof  peace,  ailewant 
of  grace,  and  an  cvangclift ;  and  that  every  one  wha 
enforced  the  ncccffity  and  fufficiency  of  the  Spirit, 
that  makes  Chrift  Jefiis  the  Lord  all  in  all^  a»  Paul 
did,  preaches  the  gofpel  in  all  its  branches^  and 
makes  full  proof  of  it ;  that  enforces  peace,  between 
God  and  confcicncc,  by  faith  in  a  farioiir's  blood; 
holds  forth  the  word  of  life,  as  a  good  ftewaxd  of 
the  manifold  grace  of  God ;  and  who  leads  people 
unto  Chrift  Jefus,  enforces  union  with  him,  liberty 
in  him  by  the  Spirit,  a  clofe  walk  with  him,  heawnly 
mindedneft,  and  joy  and  peace  in  believing ;  are  the 
perfons  who  hive  a  right  to  the  above  tides,  and 
none  elie« 

I  BBLiE^vE  that  ^e  reafon  of  fo  ntany  perforn 
makir^  Ihipwreck  of  th«f  confeflion  of  faith,  and 
apoiiatifing  from  their  profefllon  of  it,  is  becaufe 
they  had  no  other  bond  to  hold  them  to  it  but  the 
bondage  of  the  Hw,  nor  any  other  rule  to  walk 
by  but  the  commandments.  Had  the  bond  of 
everlafting  love  got  hold  of  them,  and  Paul's  gof- 
pel rule  of  eternal  life  been  given  them,  I  believie 
it  would  have  been  otherwife. 

I  BELIEVE  that  love  is  the  ftrongeft  cord  of  the 
law  of  the  Spirit  of  lifes  ^nd  that  natural  love  is 

the 


dicdroDgen:  tie  of  the  law  of  nature.  Xbc  for- 
mer keeps  Chrift  and  the  church  together  j  the 
iaaer  keeps  kings  and  fubjedb^.  fathers  and  famU 
fies,  together.  Where  the  former  is  wanting,  apo£- 
tafj  is  certain ;  where  the  latter  is  wanting,  the 
kingd(»n  and  the  hovfe  will  foon  be  divided. 

I  BELIEVE  thefe  words — To  have  and  to  hdd^ 
from  this  dojf  forward^  for  better  for  worfi^  injicknefs 
MBd  in  beaitb^  to  love  and'to  tberijb  till  death  us  do  pari 
— arc  as  binding  a  law  as  letters  can  niake^  and  a 
mle  to  be  obfcrvcd  by  every  married  couple  as 
long  a&  they  live  5  nor  can  the  woman  be  loofed 
from  that  law  till  her  huihand  be  dead  i  then,  but 
ftot  till  thenj  is  fl)e  free. .,  ; 

I  BBLiEVE  that  no  couple  fulfil  this  covenant  en- 
gagement^ or  live  up  to  this  rule,  bqt  thqfe  who,  in 
heart,  fincerely  love  one  another;  for  if  love 
works  no  ill  to  a  neighbour,  it  can  work  none  to  a 
wife  or  huft>and,  who  are  the  neareft,  and  ought  to 
;fae  the  dearcft>  of  all  neighbours* 

I  BELIEVE  the  only  reafon  of  fo  many  divorces  in 
the  world,  unfaichfulnefs,  inconftancy,  and  trea- 
cherous elopements,  among  married  people,  i§ 
becaufe  they  have  no  other  yoke  than  the  letter  of 
their  covenant,  no  binding  ties  to  keep  them  within 
bounds,  but  that ;  no  rule  to  live  or  walk  by  but 
the  law  of  marriage,   which  is  too  weak,  through 

the 
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the  luft  of  the  flefli,  to  make  fomc  men  conftant  j 
and  too  weak,  through  the.  fame,  to  keep  fome 
wives  either  chafte  or  frugal. 

I  BELiEvB  that,  where  there  are  theftrong  ties  of 
mutual  affection,  my  lady  will  never  abandon  her 
lord,  nor  yield  to  the  intrigues  or  artifice  of  the 
worft  of  thieves  j  it  is  for  want  of  this  that  his  grace's 
eye  is  not  fatisfied  with  his  duchefs,  and  for  the 
fame  reafon  my  lady  is  as  rottennefs  in  her  lord's 
bones.  Prov.  xii.  4. 

I  BELIEVE  that  thofe  who  make  the  law  of  Mofes 
their  only  rule  of  life,  muft  ftand  or  fall,  live  or  die, 
by  that  law  when  they  appear  before  him  to  whom 
vengeance  bclongeth ;  and  thofe  who  die  violators 
of  the  law  of  marriage  Ihall  have  their  (hare  of 
that  cup  5  for  God  is  the  avenger  of  all  fuch. 

I  BELIEVE  that  a  congregation  gathered  by  legal 
preaching,  will  foon  be  fcattered  by  the  fame  j  for 
if  the  kingdom  of  God  Hands  not  in  word,  which 
gives  no  life,  it  can  never  ftand  in  the  letter,  which 

minifters  death. 

\ 

I  BELIEVE  that  a  preacher  of  morality  (as  it  is 
falfely  called}  to  a  lifelefs  people  is,  in  the  ftrideft 
fenfe  of  the  words,  the  dead  burying  their  dead  :  or, 
as  the  burial  fervice  faith,  it  is  committing  both 
body  and  foul  to  the  ground,  and  adding  afhes  to 
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aflies  andduft  to  duft ;  nor  cananyaflurancc  br  certain 
hope  of  a  blefled  refurredion  rife  from  thence* 

I  BELi£y£  that  the  preacher  who  abandons  the 
gofpel  will  foon  be  abandoned  by  the  eled  of  God ; 
and  thofe  of  his  own  caft  who  ftick  to  him  will  do 
but  little  to  fupport  him  :  the  preacher  begins  in 
the  Spirit,  and  ends  in  the  flefh  ;  the  hearers  begin 
in  the  letter,  and  end  in  the  world. 

I  BELIEVE  there  is  no  real  morality  to  be  found 
in  any  of  the  children  of  men,  but  in  thofe  who  arc 
quickened  by  the  Holy  Ghoft,  who  is  the  fpirit  of 
holinefs,  of  faith,  of  power,  of  love,  and  of  a  found 
mind  j  for  if  all  the  law  and  tlie  prophets  hang 
upon  thefe  two  points,  love  to  God  and  our  neigh- 
bour, there  can  be  none  of  this  morality  in  a  car- 
nal mind,  which  is  enmity  againft  God  and  his  law ; 
unlefs  it  can  be  proved  that  purity  iprings  from 
filth,  holinefs  from  fin,  love  from  enmity,  adlivity 
from  death,  or  obedience  from  rebellion.  Paul 
calls  human   righteoufnefs  dung  and  drofs. 

I  BELIEVE  that  the  law  that  Paul  loved  after  the 
inner  man  is  the  law  of  faith,  which  works  by  love ; 
both  of  which  he  received  from  the  holy  Spirit 
of  God ;  and  that  faith  in  its  lively  adlings  is  gofpel 
obedience,  and  love  the  fulfilling  of  all  law.  The 
firft  God  writes  in  the  mind,  and  the  latter  is  fhed 
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abroad  in  the  heart;  and  thefe  God  calls  his  new 
covenant,  which  are  accompanied  with  the  forgive - 
nels  of  fins  and  the  remembrance  of  them  no  more. 
Heb.  X.  1 6.  And  there  is  no  law  but  faith  that  puri- 
fies the  heart ;  nor  is  forgivenefs  promifcd  to  any 
but  to  believers.  J^ye  believe  not  that  I  am^youfljall 
die  in  your  fins  \  and  he  that  believes  not  is  condemned 
^Ir^ady^  and  the  wrath  of  God  abideth  upon  him. 

I  BELIEVE  that  thofe,  who  yoke  the  believer  with 
Mofes^s  law  as  his  only  rule  of  life>  neither  handle 
the  law  lawfully,  nor  the  gofpel  evangelically  j  they 
are  neither  faithful  to  Mofes  nor  to  Chrift ;  neither 
to  faints  nor  finners.  Not  faithful  to  Mofes^ 
becaufe  they  do  not  fhew  his  accufations;  nor  to 
Chrift,  becaufe  they  do  not  make  him  all  in  all  j 
not  to  the  believer,  becaufe  they  fend  him  from 
Mount  Zion,  where  all  his  real  friends  are ;  nor  to 
the  bond  children,  becaufe  they  do  not  Ihew  them 
their  ftate ;  but,  by  applying  Zion's  privileges  to 
them,  make  them  ftagc-players  in  the  city  of  God, 
till  God  difcovers  what  they  are ;  and  then  the  hy- 
pocrites in  Zion  are  afraid,  and  cry,  PFho  among  us 
Jhall  dwell  with  devouring  fire  ?  Who  among  usftaall 
dwell  with  everlafting  burnings  ? 

T  BELIEVE  that  the  liberty  of  the  gofpel  is  as 
diredly  oppofite  to  the  bondage  of  the  law  as  life 
is  to  death,  light  to  darknefs,  love  to  hatred,  mercy 
to  wrath,  or  falvation  to  damnation, 
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I  BELIEVE  that,  if  the  gofpcl  of  Chrift  be  not  tL 
fufRcient  rule  of  life  for  men  to  believe  in,  be  obe- 
dient to,  and  live  and  walk  by,  men  would  never 
be  punifhed  with  everlafting  deftruftion  from  the 
prefence  of  God,  and  from  the  glory  of  his  power, 
forwent  of  a  knowledge  of  him,  and  obedience  to 
the  gofpel  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift. 

I  BELIEVE  that,  when  God  faid,  "This  is  my  bekved 
Jcriy  hear  ye  him^  it  implied  that  Chrift  is  our  God, 
our  head,  our  law  fulfiUer,  king,  and  ruler  \  and 
that  all  the  words  of  this  king  and  ruler  to  his 
fubjefts  are  not  killing  letters ;  but  that  the  words 
which  he  ipeaks  are  fpirit  and  life  :  and  that  the 
works  of  the  law  are  the  works  of  the  flefli  \  and 
that,  if  the  flefli  profiteth  nothing,  the  works  of -it 
profit  Icfs — "That  which  is  horn  of  the  flejh  is  flejhj 
which  cannot  inherit  eternal  life ;  but  that  which  is 
horn  of  the  Spirit  is  fpirit,  and  is  the  earn^ft  of  our 
future  inheritance. 

I  BELIEVE  the  term  "  The  law  is  the  only  rule 
of  life,"  to  be  the  fame  in  the  mouths  of  fome  men 
as  the  word  influenza  is  in  the  mouths  of  fome 
gendemen  of  the  faculty  i  it  implies  every  thing, 
but  fixes  nothing.  A  perfecutor  is  influenced  by 
Satan,  a  covetous  man  by  Mammon,  an  unclean 
man  by  Belial,  an  idolator  by  Moloch  :  the  word 
influenza  implies  all  thefe ;  yea,  it  reaches  to  every 
thing  which  influences  the  bodies  or  fouls  of  men, 
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ivhethcr  in  heaven,  earth,  or  hell,  for  they  are  all 
under  fome  influence*  .The  faints  are  under  the 
law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  and  love  in  this  world^  and 
fo  they  are  in*  heaven,  for  eternal  life  and  eternal 
love  can  never  fail ;  and  finncrs  are  under  the  law 
of  fin  and  death  in  this  world,  and  they  are  under 
the  guilt  of  fin  and  the  fecond  death  in  hell ;  and 
he  that  can  fix  thefe  two  laws  upon  one  fubjeft  is 
the  moft  likely  man  to  fix  the  diforder  called  the 
influenza  upon  fome  particular  complaint; 

I  BELIEVE  that  mingling  the  law  with  the  gofpel 
afforded  the  firft  twig  for  the  whore  of  Babylon  to 
build  her  neft  on  j  fince  which  flic  has  made  room 
for  the  whole  fuperftrufture  of  jufl:ification  by 
works  and  works  of  fupercrrogation,  or  a  fuperfluity 
.  of  merits  for  oriiers — Flefhly  penances,  human  me- 
diators, and  carnal  works,  are  all  in  all  with  them ; 
Chrift  is  only  mimicked  by  Antichrift,  and  his  gof- 
pel ferves  only  as  a  catchpenny,  or  as  a  fnare  to  en- 
tangle and  murder  the  faints  of  God  who  dare  to 
oppofe  the  craft  by  which  they  get  their  wealth; 

I  BELIEVE  that  enforcing  the  law  as  the  believer'^ 
only  rule  of  life  is  the  only  footing  that  Armi- 
iiianifm  Ihnds  upon.  Human  righteoufnefs  can 
never  be  eftabliOied  upon  the  gofpel  of  Chrift,  for 
therein  is  the  righteoufnefs  of  God  revealed,  and 
his  righteoufnefs  only.  The  dodlrine  of  freewill 
H  3  can 
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can  oever  ftand  upon  the  myftcry  of  God's  ibvc- 
reign  good-will  to  his  cleft ;  the  doftrine  of  final 
apoftafjr  can  never  be  cftabliflied  on  the  dodlrine  of 
cverlafting  life  and  love ;  nor  can  the  fyftem  of 
flelhly  perfeftion  find  any  footing  on  a  fea  of  glafs 
that  makes  manifeft  the  councils  of  the  heart. 

I  BEUEVE  that  the  covenant  of  ptomife  belongs 
to  the  heirs  of  promife  j  that  the  miniftration  of 
the  Spirit  is  fent  with  power  to  none  but  to  the 
heirs  of  eternal  life  ;  and  that  the  gofpel  reveals  the 
righteoufnefs  of  God  to  all  thofe  that  are  predefti- 
nated  to  be  called,  juftified,  and  glorified.     There- 
fore to  preach  a  pure  gofpel,  that  reveals  God's 
righteoufnefs  and  no  other,  a  golpel  that  fets  forth 
the  Saviour  as  the  believer's  all  in  all,  and  to  en- 
force and   maintain  fubjeftion   to  the  goipel  of 
Chrifl,  and  an  experience  of  the  life  and  power  of 
it,  obedience  to  it,  a  life,  walk,  and  converfation,  irt 
iti   to  infill  on  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit,  the  works 
of  righteoufnefs,  the  works  of  faith,  and  labours  of 
love  J  is  the  only  way  to  be  ufeful  to  God's  elcft, 
and  the  only  way  to  glorify  Chrift.     This  doftrine 
fets  afide  at  once  all  Arminianifm,  and  all  Arminians 
or  bond  children,  and  fixes  them  on  their  own  co- 
venant with  the  reft  of  the  world,  and  under  the 
commands  and  threatenings  of  that  law  on  which 
they  build,  and  to  which  they  look  for  righteoufnefs 
and  perfedtion. 

I  BELIEVfi 
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r  I  BELIEVE  that  all  national  religion,  all  courts  of 
inquifition,  all  the  dignity  and  authority  of  fpiritual 
lords  over  God*s  heritage,  all  trains  of  ceremonies 
and  hurtian  forms  of  godlinefs  have  no  foundation 
in  the  unconditional  promife  of  eternal  life,  nor  in 
the  Spirit*s  powerful  influence  on  the  fouls  of  God's 
ele£t :  all  thefe  things  muil  ftand  on  fomething 
like  the  doftrine  of  the  law  being  the  only  rule  of 
life*  Hence  we  hear  of  a  church  and  of  an  holy  re-- 
ligim^  hj  law  efiahlijhed^  in  diftindbion  from  another, 
which  is  faid  to  be  built  not  by  mighty  nor  by  powers 
hut  by  ntf  Spirit ^  faith  the  Lord  ofhojls. 

I  BELIEVE  the  do<51:rine  of  the  law  being  the  ba- 
lievcr's  only  rule  of  life  has  been  of  ufe  to  feveral 
forts  of  men,  though  it  has  afforded  neither  life 
nor  help  to  God's  eleft.  The  whole  code  of  tithe 
laws  muft  be  fixed  upon  fome  law  by  which  all 
tithes,  revenues,  offerings,  fees,  &c.  are  extradted, 
or  exaded  rather.  There  is  no  authority  to  get 
thefe  things  from  carnal  men  by  the  gofpel ;  but 
by  law  they  can  get  them,  if  not  by  fair  means  by 
foul  i  for,  like  Eli's  fons,  they  can  take  them  by 
force. 

1  BELIEVE  the  gofpel  never  allows  any  true  mi- 
niftcr  to  take  the  charge  of  a  whole  parifh  j  nor 
yet  to  take  carnal  things  of  carnal  men,  unlels 
freely  offered.  An  ambaflador  of  peace  is  not  to 
go  from  houfe  to  houfc  :  where  he  carries  peace  to 
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a  fon  of  peace,  there  he  is  to  abide,  eating  and 
drinking  fuch  things  as  are  fet  before  him ;  if  he 
fows  (piritual  things  he  is  to  reap  carnal  things. 

Whek  pfcachcrs  bring  men  to  the  name  of  the 
Lord  our  God,  the  Holy  One  of  Ifrael,  agreeable  to 
the  prophecy,  the  fuppliants  are  to  come,  bringing 
their  gold  and  filvcr  with  them  (Ifai.  Ix.  9),  as  was 
fulfiUed  in  the  apoftle's  days ;  when  they  had  con- 
verted fouls  to  Chrift  by  their  miniftry,  the  wealth 
of  their  converts  was  laid  at  their  feet. 

I  BELi£V£  the  dodrine  of  the  law  as  a  rule  of 
life  has  been  of  ufe  to  many  miniftcrs,  fitted,  po- 
liflicd,  fentout,  and  ordained,  by  men  :  luch  being 
fenfual,  having  not  the  Spirit,  they  have  been 
obliged  to  enforce  the  law  as  the  only  rule  of  life, 
in  order  to  keep  people  together:  for,  if  a  church 
be  not  in  the  preacher's  heart  to  live  and  die  with 
them,  and  if  the  preacher  be  not  made  manifeft  by 
God's  Spirit  in  the  confcience  of  the  church,  they 
will  be  renting  and  flitting ;  therefore  it  is  needful 
that  uninfpired  men  enforce  Mofcs's  law  to  belie- 
vers, or  elfe  dwell  perpetually  on  the  commands 
of  Chrift,  or  on  the  laws  of  his  houfe  j  and,  when 
once  they  can  blind  a  fimple  people,  benumb  their 
confciences,  ftifle  their  conviftions,  brace  them 
with  bigotry,  arm  them  with,  malice  againft  all 
others,  fix  a  few  gofpel  notions  in  their  head,  and 
fill  them  with  a  carnal  rage  (under  the  name  of 

zeal) 


(  141  ) 

zeal)  in  behalf  of  the  law  as  the  only  rule  of  life, 
telling  them  it  is  fulfilling  all  rightcoufnefs,  the 
work  is  done,  and  the  people  are  united,  not  by 
the  girdle  of  truth,  or  bond  of  love,  but  by  the 
yoke  of  prieftcraft. 

I  BELIEVE  that  by  this  yoke  of  prieftcraft  legioni 
arc  (hackled  and  bound  to  -the  preacher's  pews, 
his  table,  his  miniftry,  and  his  community;  and 
by  thefe  means  the.fubfcriptions  of  the  people  arc 
fecured  alfo,  without  the  bond  of  eternal  love,  the 
bond  of  peace,  or  the  unity  of  the  faith, 

I  BELIEVE  that  no  preacher  has  any  authority  or 
power  to  confine  me  to  his  miniftry,  meeting,  tabic, 
or  community,  any  longer  than  he  can  fhew  him- 
felf  approved  unto  God,  a  paftor  after  God's  ot^h 
heart,  who  feeds  me  with  knowledge  and  under- 
ftanding,  and  who  goes  before  me  both  in  judg- 
ment and  experiences  or  can  fay,  as  Paul  did,  Bey^ 
followers  of  me. 

I  BELIEVE  that  the  yoke  of  prieftcraft  is  as  gall- 
ing as  the  yoke  of  Mofes  ;  and  keeps  men  under  as 
great  bondage  to  the  fear  of  man,  which  brings  a 
fnare,  as  Mofes's  law  does  to  the  fear  of  vengeance, 
which  brings  the  fears  and  fnares  of  death. 

I  BELIEVE  that  a  poor  alarmed  finner  eagerly 
catches  this  kind  of  doctrine,  being,  as  the' wife  man 
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fays,  one  of  thofe  fimple  ones  who  believft  evcrjf 
word  :  but,  if  ever  the  Spirit  of  God  comes  upon 
fuch,  thefe  yokes  are  like  Sampfon's  cords,  they  fly 
like  tow ;  and,  as  foon  as  fuch  a  bird  is  efcaped  out 
of  thelhare  of  the  fowler,  the  meflengers  and  menm- 
bers  of  fuch  churches  will  purfue  him,  perplex  him, 
and  hunt  him  much  as  ever  Saul  hunted  David, 
or  Mofes's  law  hunts  the  awakened  finner  when 
under  the  arrcfts  of  divine  juftice. 

I  BELIEVE  nothing  to  be  obedience  to  the  faith 
but  that  which  is  done  in  faith  ;  nor  any  thing  to  be 
a  fruit  of  the  Spirit  but  that  which  the  Spirit  leads 
a  man  to,  and  helps  him  in  the  performance  of; 
nor  any  thing  to  be  a  work  or  fruit  of  righteoufnefe 
but  that  which  is  done  by  perfons  in  a  juftified 
ftate,  and  under  the  influence  of  the  faith  of  God's 
cleft,  by  which  the  eleft  are  juftified. 

I  BELIEVE  that  every  man,  who  appears  in  a 
pulpit  among  the  faints  of  God  in  the  character  of 
a  fervant  of  Chrift,  a  minifter  of  the  Spirit,  or  a 
fteward  of  the  grace  of  God,  while  in  an  uncon- 
verted ftate,  is  one  of  the  greateft  and  worft  of  all 
impoftors,  little  inferior  to  Antichrift,  Simon  Magus, 
or  Balaam. 

I  BEi^iBVE  that  he  is  the  greateft  enthufiaft  in 
this  world,  who,  in  a  public  pulpit,  lays  claim  to 
the  Spirit  and  grace  of  God  and  counterfeits  hi» 
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divine  influence  to  beguile  people  into  the  belief 
of  it,  while  he  is  altogether  deftitute  of  both;  for 
he  deceives  finners,  he  deceives  himfelfi  and  tries  to^ 
deceive  even  the  ele£t  of  God  alfo, 

I  BELIEVE  that  a  man  v?ho  allows  QO<dai(ti  to  be 
made  oh  Chrift  or  hisgolpel  but  on  the  footing  of 
what  he  calls  a  good,  meek,  or  quiet  temper,  would 
exclude  Jeremiah,  Jonah,  and  Elias,  if  not  Mofes, 
Paul,  and  Job,  and  all  the  eleft  of  God. 

1  BELIEVE  that  man  to  be  of  the  moft  quiet 
temper  where  the  ftrong  man  arnied  keeps  pof- 
feflion  of  the  palace  and  his  goods  in  peace,  for 
he  is  at  eafc  in  Zion  ;  but  thofe  who  are  at  war  with 
the  world,  the  flelh,  and  the  devil,  or,  like  Jonahs 
three  days  and  three  nights  in  the  deep,  are  fuch. 
adverfaries  to  Satan,  that  he  will  not  let  them  be 
at  peace  in  the  flcfli ; ,  fuch  muft  have  tribulation  in 
the  world,  and  feek  peace  only  in  the  Saviour. 

I  BELIEVE  that  every  rnan  who  boafts  of  the 
excellency  of  his  temper,  or  of  any  other  branch  of 
fleJhly  perfeftion,  is  a  ftranger  to  Chrift,  and  de- 
ftitute of  all  true  holinefs. .  When  Job  fa  w  the 
Lord  he  cried  out,  /  aibor  my/elfin  duji  and  ajhes  I 
When  Ifaiah  (aw  him  he  faid.  Wo  is  me^  for  I  am 
undone^  hecaufe  I  am  a  man  of  unclean  lips!  When 
Daniel  faw  him  he  faid  that  all  his  coroelinefs  was 
turned  to  corruption,  and  he  retained  ho  ftrcngth. 

And 
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And  If  any  man  came  to  mt^  fays  Chrift,  and  hate  net 
his  father  and  his  mother^  yea^  and  his  awn  life  alfoy  h^ 
iannct  be  nry  difciple. 

I  BELIEVE  that  the  man  who  loves  his  fovereign 
in  his  heart,  and  fincerely  prays  for  him  in  private, 
where  no  eye  but  God's  fees  him,  is  as  loyal  a 
fubjeft  in  God*s  account  as  he  who  rifcs  early 
and  never  blefles  him  but  with  a  loud  voice,  or 
any  other  who  continues  his  circular  motion  under 
the  iovereign  influence  of  the  Regis  Donum. 

I  BELIEVE  that  all  perfons,  who  put  out  theif 
rtjoney  to  build  or  fit  up  chapels  for  the  go(peI^ 
in  hope  or  expeftation  of  making  eight,  ten,  fifteen^ 
or  twenty  per  cent*  of  their  money,  are  the  word 
of  ufurers,  and  are  trading  with  a  cohimodity  that 
will  one  day  fink  them  in  eternal  infolvcncy ;  for 
if  a  ufurer  is  excluded  from  the  citizens  of  Zion 
(Pfalm  xv)>  what  muft  his  (late  be  who  Waters  the 
root  of  all  evil  with  unlawful  intcreft,  by  making 
merchandize  of  the  bounties  of  heaven! 

I  BELIEVE  there  never  were  but  two  ways  to  hea-s 
ven  and  glory  i  the  one  by  works,  the  other  by  faiths 
The  firft  is,  If  thou  wilt  enter  into  life^  keep  the  com^ 
mandments.  The  fecond  is,  PFe  that  believe  do  enter 
into  reft.  Thefe  are  the  only  two  ways  that  ever 
God  opened*    The  man  therefore  that  attempts  a 

middle 
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middle  one  walks  in  a  way  not  caft  up  (Jcr, 
xviii.  1 5),  or  wanders  in  a  wilderncls  where  there  is 
no  way. 

I  BSLiEVE  that  telling  country  tales  and  old 
wives'  fables  in  a  pulpit  is  not  feeding  people  with 
knowledge  and  underftanding,  nor  bringing  things 
from  God's  treafures  new  and  old,  but  has  a  ten- 
dency to  make  people  more  like  Athenians  than 
Chriftians,  feeing  they  are  trained  up  to  hear  and 
tell  fome  new  thing. 

I  BELIEVE  that  all  fpouting-clubSj  alias  di(puting 
focieties,  kept  up  by  gracclefs  men  for  the  fake  of 
fixpence  per  head,  cdn  never  be  vindicated  by  the 
account  we  have  of  Paul's  difputing  in  the  fchool 
of  one  Tyrannus^;  it  is  cafting  pearls  before  fwinc; 
it  is  calling  for  the  judgment  of  this  world  upon 
thofe  myfteries  which  God  has  hid  from  the  wife 
and  prudent.  No  good  man  dares  thus  to  tempt 
God ;  and  a  fool  of  no  underftanding  is  forbidden 
to  take  God's  covenant  in  his  mouth.  It  is  making 
fport,  clapping  hands,  and  caufing  clamorous  (houts^ 
where  faith  and  reverence  Ihould  aft,  which  it  is  to 
be  feared  will  one  day  end  in  weeping,  wailing,  and 
*  gnafliing  of  teeth, 

I  BELIEVE  that  it  is  one  thing  for  a  man  to  begin 

in 
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in  the  Spirit  and  another  thing  for  the  Spirit  to 
begin  in  tlic  man. 

I  BELIEVE  that  every  man  who  begins  in  the 
Spirit,  or  with  the  golpel,  will  certainly  end  in  the 
flelh,  and  under  the  law.  Man  makes  nothing  per- 
feft,  and  the  law  makes  nothing  perfeft :  the  law 
will  ever  veil  the  carnal  man,  and  the  carnal  man 
will  ever  veil  the  gofpel :  the  gofpel  is  a  lamp  that 
burneth,  and  they  muft  be  children  of  light  that 
bear  it.  There  were  butthree  hundred  in  Gideon's 
days,  out  of  thirty  thoufand,  that  were  allowed  to 
bear  the  lamps  and  pitchers,  and  cry,  ^be  /word 
of  the  Lord  and  Gideon ;  and  thefc  were  men  that 
would  not  bow  their  knees  for  a  dr^ft  qf  water, 
mueh  lefs  to  Baal  or  Mammon, 

I  BELIEVE  that  wherever  the  Spirit  of  God  be- 
gins a  work  of  grace  he  carries  it  on.  What  God 
doth,  it  is  done  for  ever  5  aU  his  work  is  per- 
fciSt,  The  Spirit  is  a  well  of  living  water  in  th.^ 
believer,  that  Iprings  up  into  everlafting  life ;  the 
Copnforter  abides  for  ever ;  he  fliall  never  depart 
f^-om  the  chpfen  feed  world  without  end, 

I  BELIEVE  that  real  morality,  according  to  Paul's 
doftrine,  is  charity — The  end  of  the  commandment  is 
{barity  cut  of  a  pure  hearty  a,  good  fon/iiencey  and 
ffiith  unfeigned \  and,  though  to  have  pity  on  the  poor 
and  relieve  their  diftrefles  are  the  beft  performances 
the  children  of  nature  arc  capable  of,  yet  a  man 
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may  give  all  his  goods  to  feed  the  poor,  and  his 
body  to  be  burnt,  and  be  deftitute  of  charity,  con* 
fequently  deftitute  of  real  morality. 

I  BELIEVE  that  Paul  could  boaft  of  human  per- 
formances as  much,  if  not  more,  than  any  man 
living;  he  was  an  Hebrew  of  the  Hebrews,  one  of 
the  ftrifteft  fcft  of  the  Pharifees ;  touching  the  law, 
blamelefs ;  concerning  zeal,  he  perfecuted  the 
church.  And  thefe  things  he  counted  gain ;  but» 
when  grace  reached  his  heart,  he  counted  thefe 
things  lofs,  yea,  dung  and  drofs,  and  palms  them 
upon  his  ignorance  and  unbelief;  but  neither  igno- 
rance nor  unbelief  is  the  root  of  real  morality. 

I  BELIEVE  that  it  is  one  thing  for  the  holy  com- 
mandment to  be  delivered  unto  a  man  (2  Peter 
ii.  21),  and  another  thing  for  God  to  put  the  holy 
commandment  in  his  mind,  and  write  it  on  his 
heart :  the  former  ftands  by  his  own  faithfulnefs, 
to  what  is  delivered  to  him  ;  the  latter  ftands  on 
the  faithfulnefs  of  God  to  Chrift  and  his  feed,  being 
within  the  bond  of  the  everlafting  covenant  :  the 
former  muft  keep  the  holy  commandment  deli- 
vered unto  him  j  the  latter  is  kept  by  the  mighty 
power  of  God  through  faith  to  falvation. 

I  BELIEVE  that  Herod  heard  the  preaching  of  John 
gladly,  and  did  many  things;  but  thofe  make 
a  better  end  than  Herod  who  hear  the  gofpel  with 
fadncfs,  and  are  convinced  that  they  can  do  nothing, 
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feeing  the  God  of  truth  declares  that  without  him 
ive  can  do  nothing  $  but  through  him  Paul  could 

do  all  things. 

I  SELiEVE  that  the  man  who  preaches  up  the 
redemption  of  all  the  world  is  a  ftranger  to  the 
application  of  any  redemption.  If  he  were  to  preach 
particular  redemption,  or  the  redemption  of  Zion 
only,  he  would  exclude  himfelf ;  but  univerfal  re- 
dcmption  takes  in  all  the  human  race,  confcquent-.^ 
ly  the  preacher  among  the  reft;  yet  it  is  but  a  tot- 
tering foundation  after  all,  becaufe  we  read  of  fome 
being  in  hell  already,  and  every  one  there  gives 
the  dodtrine  of  univerfal  redemption  the  lie. 
> 

T  BELIEVE  that  our  preicpt  forgers  of  the  doftrinc 
cf  the  reftoration  of  devils  are  a  kind  of  mediators 
that  require  very  extraordinary  qualifications.  The 
Jewift^  mediators,  fuch  as  Mofes  the  high  priefts, 
the  judges,  prophets,  &c.  were  Jews  j  they  were 
pf  the  Jewilh  religion,  and  ftood  not  between  God 
and  the  world,  but  between  God  and  Ifrael  only^ 
God  appointed  them  to  the  office,  and  qualified 
them  by  his  Spirit  to  ftand  in  the  gap. 

I  BELIEVE  that  Chrift  took  on  him  the  feed  of 
Abraham  5  the  children  of  promife  being  flelh  and 
blood,  Jefus  himfclf  took  part  of  the  fame.  He 
was  made  fin  for  us,  and  made  perfefl:  through 
fufFerings,  and  became  a  moft  bleffed  and  fuitablc 
7  .    mediator 


mcdja^or  bctw^en.iGod  and  his  ek A  Ifraelj  not 
bctvfcen  God  W  the  world,  for  his  mediatorial 
kingdom  is  not, of  this  world  j  he  prayed  not  for 
the  world ;  he  h^Vniot  revealed  his  myfterics  to  the 
world  i  he  redeemed  his  Iheepi  not  the  world,  nor 
does  he  intercede  for  the  world. 

I  BELIEVE  that  all  the  mediators  whom  the  pa- 
pifts  ,hayc  made  were  of  their  own  faith  and  pro- 
feffionj  and  that  none  of  them  were  evcj  empowered 
by  the  Pope  to  ftand  between  God  and  heretics  ; ' 
their  interceflion  of  mediation  is  confined  to  the 
whore  of  Babylon  bnlyJ  I 

I  BELIEVE  therefore,  that  the  forger  and  defender 
of  the  reftoration  of  devils  muft  be  qualified  for 
his  mediatorial'  office  by  being  panaker  of  the  na- 
ture of  devils;  he  ntuft  be'  of  the  profeflion  of 
devils  ;  he  muft  have  fellowlhip  not  only  with  the 
unfruitful  works  of  darknefs,  but  with  the  workers* 
alfb;  he  muft  have  fellowlhip  with  devils  (  r  CorJ- 
X.  ao)  if  he  becomes  a  mediator  and  a  miniftcr  of 
i  congregation  that  is  in  the  depths  of  heH.  Prov.- 
ix.  i8.  Without  the  above  qualifications  he  is  not 
fit  for  his  officer  for  he  cannot  be  touched  with  a 
feeling  of  the  devil's  infirmities;  nor  can  he  have 
univf  rfal  charity  enough  to  fympathize  with  and 
condole  them.  All  the  earthly  mediators  that  God 
appointed  were  compaffed  with  infirmities  as  well' 
^  the  people. 

I  I  BELIEVE 
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I  BELIEVE  it  will  ]bc  a  hard  taflc  t6  find  cht  ttxt 
in  the  Bible  which  allows  a  man  t6  takeu^ort  hltn-; 
fclf  that  office,  and  equally  as  hard  to  apply  ottft 
text  for  the  reftoration  oFdevils,  feeing  tht  Alrtii^ty 
fays,  Unto  you,  O  men  !  I  c^all,  and  my  voice  htd  fhd 
Jons  of  men.  They  muft  therefore  fay,  with  SftUlrfife 
king,  'I  forced  myfclfinto  this  office/ 

I  BELIEVE  that  thefc  advocates  fbf  ddvils  do  not 
allow  Satan  that  fliare  of  ferpcntine  wifdorrt  which 
the  fcriptures  apply  to  him;  for,  if  Chriff  is  to 
reftore  all  things,  both  devils  and'  dammed  fouk, 
to  the  favour  of  God,  the  devil  niuft  be  a  mere 
fool  to  tempt  fo  many  faints  to  blafphemc  the 
Saviour ;  and  a  greater  fool  ftill  to  wilh  to  deftroy 
him  from  the  pinnacle  of  the  temple  j  for,  if  Satan 
could  have  dcftroyed  the  •great  Reftorer,  what 
-would  bepome  of  his  rcftoration  ? ;  This  do£trinc» 
contrary  to  the  doarine  of  Chrift,  reprefents  Satan 
as  divided  againft  bimfclf ;  and,  if  fo,  either  his 
kingdom  or  his  reftoration  muft  fall:  Satan  muft 
be  divided  againft  himfelf,  or  elfe  be  ignorant  of 
this  myftery  of  his  reftoration;  and,  if  the  devil 
be  ignorant  of  it,  *tis  a  myftery  to  me  where 
thefc  advQpat??,  for  the  devil  got  it* 

I  BELIEVE  that  man  muft  be  a  matter  of  arts 
who  can  fix  any  time,  either  in  the  purpofe  of  hea- 
ven or  in  his  own  brain,  when  the  devil's  cver- 
{afting  chains  under  darknefs  are  to  be  broken  i 
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Vhcnthe  punilhment  with  everlafting  d^ftruftion 
from  the  prefence  ofGod  is  to  have  a  period  j  when 
tjipfc  who  fhall  awake  to  cverlafting  (hame  and 
qoptcmpt  are  to  be  glorified;  when  the  eternal  law 
i^  i;o  Ije  repealed  i  when  the  jots  and  tittles  of  it  arc 
to  fai|^  ^nd  th^  Saviour's  words  pafs  aways  when 
the  irrevocable  decree  pf  reprobation  is  to  be  dif- 
placed;  when  the  eternal  damnation  that  Chrift 
%f#H&  Qf  is  W  ceafc;  the  fepcence  which  is  paffed 
be recs^lkd ;  the  gulph  fixed  be  removed;  the  fmoke 
which  afcends  for  ^ver  and  ever  blow  over;  and 
wh^n  thofe  to  whom  Chrift  faya»  ff^ere  I  am  ye 
fOHftof  com^  are  %o  conie  where  he  is ;  and  when 
this  device  and  knowledgCi  that  is  fetched  from  the 
grave  and  hell^  is  to  take  place. 

I  BBLi£V£  that  he  had  need  be  a  mailer  of  lan- 
guages and  a  mafter  of  arts  too,  who  dreams  ^f 
tinier  and  period?  after  thedeftruftion  of  the  woridj 
feeing  all  beyond  is  vaft  eternity.    • 

I  B]BLi3EVE  that  the  forger  and  defender  of  this 
doftrine  of  the  devil's  reftoration/ and  the  ppwer 
which  authprifes  and  influences  this  fort  of  inter- 
ceffors,  is  the  father  of  lies  himfelf,  who  keeps 
poffeffion  of  thefc  his  advocates  and  his  goods  in 
peace ;  but,  Ihould  grace  reach  their  hearts,  and 
the  hour  of  temptation  follow  that,  after  they  have 
be^n  winnowed  in  Satan's  fieve,  as  Peter  was ; 
buffeted  by  the  dcyil,  as  Paul  was ;  or  have 
theif  goods,    family,    bpdy,   and    fcnal,    fmitten 
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by  him,  as  Job  had ;  they  would  foon  quit',  if  they ' 
did  not  curfe,  their  office;  for  they  would  ftttd 
work  enough  to  make  their  own  calling  and  eleftion 
lures  and  confequently  would  leave  the  devil  to 
plead  his  own  caufe,  and  fay,  with  Paul,  fFe  are 
not  igndrant  of  Satan* s  devices ;  and  counfel  others 
to  have  no  fellowfhip  with  devils. 

I  BELIEVE  that  the  Pope,  who  is  the  founder  and 
upholder  of  purgatory,  received  (agreeable  to  fcrip-^ 
ture)  his  feat,  power,  authority,  and  doftrine,  from 
the  devrl  himfelf ;  and  I  believe  thofe  that  are  tra- 
ding with  the  doftrine  of  devil's  reftoration  received 
their  lies  from  the  fame  father. 

I  BELIEVE  that  the  apoftles*  doftrine  is  daily 
fulfilling,  which  faith.  In  the  latter  days  matiy /hall 
depart  from  the  faith.  And  I  believe  that  our  mo- 
dern hypocrites  are  awfully  fallen  from  the  honeft 
confeffion  of  their  anccftors.  The  ancient  hypo- 
crites were  afraid,  and  faid.  Who  among  us  Jhall 
dwell  with  devouring  fire?  Who  Jhall  dwell  with 
everlaftinghuming?  But  our  ftage-players  intimate 
that  ihey  were  in  great  fear  where  no  fear  was, 
for  that  there  is  no  fuch  tiling  as  everlafting  burn- 
ings,. 

1  BELIEVE  that  the  confeffion  of  the  ancient 
hypocrites  in  Zion  contained  the  words  of  truth 
and  found  doftrinc}   that  there   really  are  fuch 
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things  as  devouring  fire  and  everlafiing  burnings^ 
where  die  wicked  fliall  go,  as  the  Saviour  fays^  Go, 
yecur/edyinto  eoerlaftingfire  (Matt.  xxv.  41),  that 
]s»  into  hell ;  into  the  fire  that  never  fhall  be 
quenched ;  where  the  worm  dietb  not,  and  the  fire 
is  not  quenched.   Mark  ix.  43^  44. 

T  BEHBVE  that  thofe.who  afcertain  the  death  of 
this  never  dying  worm,  arid  the  going  out  of  this 
unquenchable  fire,  have  not  properly  confidered 
either  the  fire  or  the  fiicl. — "itophet  is  ordainedof  eld^ 
yea  J  far  the  king  it  is  frepairedi  be  bath  made  it  deep 
and  large ;   the  file  thereof  if  fire  and  much  wood  i  the 
breath  of  the  Lord^  like  ajiream  of  brimftone,  doth 
Idndle  it.    Ifai.  xxx.  23-     When  all  the  withered 
branches  of  fallen  Adam  are  caft  into  this  Tophet, 
all  the  veficls  of  wood  and  of  earth,  which  Paul 
calls  vefiels  todiflionour,  together  with  every  corrupt 
tree,  and  every  fruitlefs  fig-tree,  made  to  be  taken 
and  deftroyed,  and  the  breath  of  Almighty  God 
kindling  in  thefe  thickets  of  briers  and  thorns,  we 
may  well  fay,  with  the  prophet,  that  this  funeral 
pile  confifteth  of  fire  and  much  wood ;  and  that 
man  had  need  be  a  mafter  of  languages  who  r^fplves 
the  Saviour's  queftion  upon  this  fubjeft — Jfthey  do 
ibeje  things  in  a  green  tree,  wbatjball  be  doAe  in  the 
dry  ?  Luke  xxiii.  31. 

I  BELIEVE  thati  if  the  words    "  everlafting  de- 
ftruftion,  tormented  for  ever  and  ever,  eternal 
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da^mikztioh^  .&£.''  have,  no  otbfir  mMniog  ^tiM 
9  limited  tHrnc^  that  ^^  et^nal  li&j  everlaftiog  love^ 
evcdafting  feivadon,  >uid  ^inii^g  in  the  glory  of 
God's  kingdom  fiar  evci  and  ever/'  muft  toVe^ 
limited  time  ^ilfo  }  and  the  cxrerlaftbg  X2od>  tb^ 
eternal  God,  who. lives  far  ever  and  ever,  may. 
ceafc  to  exift  at  fome  certain  period  too.  The 
words  whkh  afver  the  eternal  exiftence  of  God  fir 
the  eternal  falvatlon  of  the  eleA,  and  the  everlafting 
doom  of  the  damned ;  therefore^  if  this  gaol  deU* 
very  for  devils  could  be  proved,  there  is  nothing 
certain,  for  the  very  kingdom  of  heaven  might 
be  moved.  A  ground  of  hope  in  the  depths 
of  heU  would  make  the  pillara  of  heaven  tremble. 

I  RELIEVE  that  the  unrighteous  ihall  apt  inherit 
the  kjngdom  of  God  j  and  that  fuffering  under  the 
curie  of  the  ktw  in  hell  can  by  no  meana  be  called 
obedience  to  the  precepts  of  the  lawi  any  mor^ 
than  condemaed  finners  curling  their  king  ^d  their 
God  can  be  faid  to  be  fulfilling  all  righieournefs* 

J  BfiLiEVB  that  no  men  are  Co  proper  to  carry 
on  the  public  bufinefs  of  fpouting  and  dtfpiKing 
about  the -glorious  myfteriea  of  God,  in  tl^  affem- 
blies  of  the  wicked,  a§  thofe  who  have  had  their 
enmity  ftirred  up,  their  rage.  infl?u9oed>  their  coor 
fciences  feared,  and  who  have  received  a  favour  of 
death  unto  death,  by  fitting  under  the  go4>el. 
Thcfe  men  move  in  their  proper  ekmeati  fpr  they 
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were  of  old  ordained  to  this  condemnation. '  But 
for  men  that  have  any  reverence  of  God,  confcience 
towards  him,  knowledge  of  die  truth,  or  love  to  it, 
to  tempt  God,  and  grieve  his  Spirit  by  attending 
upon  the  fcorner's  chair,  and  frequenting  the  affem- 
blics  of  hypocritical  mockers,  aft  quite  out  of  cha- 
rafter,  and  will  make  a  deal  of  hard  work  for  con- 
fcience another  day.  God  tells  us  to  let  the  pot- 
(herds  ftrive  with  the  potfherds  of  the  earth.  Thefc 
pitchers,  that  have  been  broken  at  the  fountain,  and 
arc  to  be  funk  in  the  pit,  can  never  be  of  any  ufe 
to  God's  eledl.  Men,  whom  Chrift  in  a  way  of 
judgment  has  blinded,  frbm  whom  God  has  hid 
the  myfteries  of  his  kingdom,  can  be  no  better 
judges  of  the  doftrines  of  the  goipel  than  a  drove 
of  Lapland  witches* 

I  BEI.IBVB  that  the  wife  man  had  fome  meaning 
when  he  faid,  The  lips  of  a  fool /wallow  up  bimfelfi 
for  fome  men,  by  difputing  againft  God's  making 
any  man  to  be  damned,  are  ripening  themfelves  for 
damnation  by  difputing  againft  it. 

Thus  ends  the  Coal-Heaver's  Confession, 
written,  figned,  and  publifhed,  by 

Wm.  Huntington,  S.  S^ 
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SAmrS'  SEED-TIME  AND  HARVEST) 

SOWING  AND-REAPI]*6  CCFlSrSIDEIlED. 


n  fbi  Rev.  J.  JfeNKlNS,  tewesy  Suffer  i  and  tbf 
Rev.  W.  J.  Brooke,  Brighten/ 

'       .  't      .  '  .  '  »r' 

©AL*  VI.  8.         '         ' 

flE  THAT*  SOWKTH  TO  THE  SPIRIT  SHALl  OF  THE 
SPIRIT  REAP  IIFE  EVERLASTING. 

Bbloved  Brethren  iii  the  houfehold  6{  faith,  anil 
fellow-labourers  in  the  Lord's  vineyard^  the  above 
text  has  often  prefented  itfelf  Co  my-  mind  as  preg- 
nant with  the  naoft  fubUme  myfteriesj  and,  if  cbn* 
fidcred  in  different  points  of  light,  as  it  Ihpuld  be, 
it  takes  in  the  minifter  of  the  Spirit ;  the  whole 
work  of  the  miniftry ;  the  willing  fabjeftion  of  the 
penitent  finner  to  Chriflr;  the  daily  exercife  of  every 
faint;  the  hofpitality  of  the  childreaof  God  to  each 
other ;  and  the  liberality  of  the  church  in  fupporting 
Ac  caufe  of  God, 

B 
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No  mhifter  that  I  have  heard  on  the  fubjefb, 
nor  any  commentator  that  I  have  as  yet  read^  has 
fully  fatisfied  me  with  the  definitions  that  they  have 
given  of  iCk  It  has  remained  obfcure  to  me,  and 
I  was  much  in  the  dark  about  it  till  very  lately. 

Former  experience  has  convinced  me,  and  later 
experience  has  confirmed  it^  that  there  is  no  getting 
at  tbefir  things  but  by  fervent  prayer  to  God.  By 
this  I  do  not  mean  prayer  in  a  general  way^  as  alk« 
ing  for  more  light  and  knowledge  of  the  whole  word 
of  God ;  but  I  mean  to  take  any  One  pafiage,  which 
appears  dark  and  myllerious>  and  lay  it  before  the 
Lordy  and  plead  his  promife  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to 
lead  us  into  all  trutb>  and  others  of  the  like  import; 
and  in  this  way  we  need  not  doubt  of  fuccefs. 

Whilft  the  light  and  life  of  the  gofpel  con- 
tinue with  usy  whilil  the  door  of  hope  and  the  gate 
of  life  ftand  diiplayed^  whilft  a  throne  of  grace  is 
acceffible,  it  is  our  feed- time  and  harvefii  and  when 
ibis  feafon  is  over  and  gone  we  may  lament,  as 
otheis  have  done,  and  fay»  Tbe  barveft  is  paft,  the 
^mmtr  is  ended^  md  we  are  notjaved^  Jen  viii.  20. 
But  I  fball  now  come  to  the  Ribjedt  in, hand,  and 
confider, 

^fti  Sowing  to  the  Holy  Spirit,  as  he  was  in 
God's  prophets,  in  the  apoftles  of  Chrift,  and  as 
he  ftill  is  in  every  minifter  of  the  new  tcftament  i 
for  fuch  are  minifters  of  the  Spirit,  and  not  of  the 
letter,  fi  Cor.  iii.  6.  All  prophecy  in  old  time  came 
by  divine  infpiration;   holy  men  of  God    fpake  a 


(     3     ) 

they  wfcre  mbvcd  by  the  tioly  Ghoff.  Nor  was  H 
the  ^oftles  that  rpake^  but  the  Sp^iritof  God  fpake^ 
in  them  j  they  fpake  as  the  Spirit  gave  them  utter- 
ance.  And  all  in'  fdccctdmg  ages,  who  have  ever' 
been  inftrumfental  in  brining  fools  to  Chrift,  or  any 
glory  to  God,  have  fpokrcn  by  the  fame  fpirit ;  the 
promifeof  life  and  the  fpirit  of  life  are  both  iecured 
to  Chrift  and  to  his  feed  for  ever;  for  this  is  God*i 
eovenant  both  with  the  head,  and  with  the  mem- 
bers, lia.  lix.  S 1 .  It  is  vain  for  men^  to  talk  about 
preaching  the  gofpel^  and  delivering  their  tefti-* 
mony,  while  deftitute  of  divihe  infpiration;  the 
golpelj  Paul  fays^  is  the  miniflry  of  the  Spirit  r  and 
we  are  informed  by  ah  angel  from  heaven^  that  tbe 
teftimowjf  ofJ^Jus  is  the  fpirit  ef  frepbecy^  Rev.  xix; ' 
10.  So  that  there  is  no  gofpel^  no  teftimony  of 
Jefus,  where  the  Spirit  of  God  is  riot.  If  wc  con-^ 
fider  the  Spirit  of  God  fpcaking  in  all  Gocf  s  mef^ 
iengers,  fuch  mefiengers  mull  be  a  favour  of  life 
unto  life,  or  of  death  unto  death;  of  life  imtso  life 
to  the  obedient  in  faith;  and  of  death  unto  death  to 
the  rebellious  infidel. — He  that  believeib  is  net  con^ 
demned  [but  juftified]^  but  be  that  believetb  not  is  coti^ 
demntd  already i  And^  as  it  is  with  the  hufbandman^ 
he  muft  fow  before  he  cafn  expeft  to  reap;  fo  it  is^ 
with  the  godly>  they  muft  fow  to  the  Spirit  before 
they  can  reap  the  harvefl  of  glory/ 
.  Sowing  to  the  Spirit^  as  he  ife  confidcred  in  God*s 
m^flfengcrs,  is,  from  convidion,  giving  a  hearty 
aflent  to  the  truth,  Ifa/xliii.  Q;  fubmitting  to  ii^ 
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hcarii^  it,  and  foll6w}ftg  it,  tirhiih  is  the  firft  work 
of  faith.     The  go^l  is  mad^  known  to  all  nation! 
for  the  obedience  of  faith ;  and  Chrift  prays  for  all 
that  fliall  bclieyc  on  him  through  the  word  of  die 
ap€rfllc6.    Sowing  b  obeying  ;  fowing  to  the  Spirit 
is  obeying  the  voice  off  the  Spirit.     And  this  ap- 
pears in  God's  complaint  to  the  difobedient  Jews  j 
Bat  ibey  refujed  to  bearketii  and  fulled  away  the 
JhmldeTy  and  fiopped  their  ears  that  they  Jheuld  m^t 
bear.     Yea,  they  made  their  hearts  as  an  adamant 
fimty  left  they  Jhould  beer  the  law,  and  the  words 
^Mch  tie  Lord  of  Hofts  hath  Jent  hy  his /pirit  m  the 
former  frophets J  Zcch.  vii.  ii,  la.     Thefe  words 
the  Lord  of  Hofts  fcnt  by  his  Spirit  in  the  former 
prophets,,  namely,  Jq-cmiah,  Ezekiel,  and  others. 
To  this  meffage  fbme  were  obedient,  and  are  called 
by  God  himfclf. wheat,  good  figs,  and  precious  i 
wJien  the  difobedient  are  called  chafF,  naughty  figs, 
aisid  vile.     And  all  that  obeyed  had  their  life  for  a 
prey  5  they  lived  under  God's  proteftion  in  Baby- 
km,  and  found  God  a  little  fanftuary  to  them  there; 
and  many  of  them  returned  to  their  own  land,  un* 
dcr  a  frefh  fupply  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  which  the 
prophet  Ezckicl  fets  forth  as  a  refurredtion. 
.    The  gofpcl,  preached  by  the  Spirii,  is  the  judg-* 
ment  of  tbip.  world ;  it  brings  men  under  their  trial 
for  eternity;  it  is  for  life  or  death,  for  falvation  ol* 
damnation;  and  as  the  gofpel  leaves  them  fo  judg* 
tncnt  finds  them,  either  freed  by  the  truth  or  bound 
by  fiilfchood  j  juftified  by  faith  or  condemned  in  xaX'^ 
belief. 
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Noah  was  a  preacher  of  rightcoufncft.  Righte^ 
oufnels  at  the  bar  of  equity  is  a  good  confcience, 
purged  with  blood,  and  renewed  by  the.  Spirit* 
Righceoufnefs  at  the  bar  of  the  law  i$  love  to  God^ 
fpringing  from  God's  love  to  us:  righteoufncft  in 
the  fpiritual  court  of  the  gofpel  is  the  obedience  of 
Chrift  imputed  to  faith.  And  all  thcfc  come  to  us 
by  the  holy  Spirit  of  promife,  Noah  did  not  labour 
altogether  in  vain ;  there  were  forae  that  fowcd  to 
the  Spirit.  Wc  read  of  the  Lord  Godof  Shcm,  and 
of  God's  enlarging  Japhet;  yea  more,  that  God 
blcfied  Noah  and  his  fons.  Gen.  ix.  i.  Anc^  wa 
have  reafon  to  conclude  that  the  women  which  were 
in  the  ark  with  Noah  were  the  fruits  of  his  miniftry, 
there  being  nothing  faid  againll  them,  as  there  is 
againfl:  Ham  and  Canaan.  Thefe  few,  we  hope, 
fowed  to  the  Spirit,  believed  in  the  Lord^  and  in 
the  warning  given  to  Noah  5  they  affifted  in  prepar- 
ing the  ark,  and  were  ordered  into  it,  and  Ihut  iji 
and  prefcrvcd  in  it  when  the  flood  came  upon  the 
world  of  the  ungodly, 

Wc  are  informed  by  Paul  that  all  who  came  out 
of  Egypt  by  Mofes  did  not  provoke,  JoQiua,  Ca- 
leb, and  others,  obtained  a  good  report  through 
faith.  To  fome  the  word  comes  in  word  only ;  it 
reaches  the  outward  ear  and  goes  no  further;  but  to 
the  eled  it  comes  with  power,  fooner  or  later ;  and 
when  an  alarxning  and  convincing  power  reaches 
the  confcience  the  finner  Hands  in  awe  at  the  alarm  1 
he  trembles  s^t  the  word,  he  bows  hi$  will  to  the 


divii^  poweff'  he  yields  his  whole  foul  to  tihe  ma-f 
jefty  that  appears  ui  the  yoice^  he  confefles  God  to 
be  in  the  fpeakeri  And,  from  a  deep  convi£tion  by 
the  power,  believes  the  report.  Such  fow  to  the 
Spirit,  and  fuch  aifo  begin  to  reap  i  for  he  that  be- 
lieves hath  everlafting  life :  it  is  already  begun  \  for, 
as  faith  without  wojrks  is  dead,  fo  f^t)^  that  has 
works  is  alive* 

But  ther/e  are  other  forts  of  feedfmen  befide  theft 
that  fow  to  the  Spirit  j  for  fome  fow  to  the  flc(h,  and 
pf  the  fieih  iball  reap  corruption.  Too,  too  many 
are  fatisBcd  with  the  religion  of  natjure,  godlinefs  in 
a  dry  form,  a^d  bodily  exercifc  in  the  form  prc- 
fcribcd,  which  is  after  the  do£trines  and  ordinances 
pfmen;  thefe  d(sfpife  the  power ;  and  fpch,  as  D(ell 
ps  the  openly  profane,  fo.w  to  the  flelh,  and  not  to 
the  Spirit,  and  therefore  muft  reap  corruption  and 
d^cafh :  hence  the  apoftolic  caution,  Quench  nrt .  the 
jipirit^  dejpje,  not  propbejyings.  i  Theff.  y.  19,  iQi 
Pefpifers  of  the  word  arc  th.ofe  that  quench  the 
Spirit,  The  Holy  Spirit  is  often  fct  forth  by  the 
3iV^€ll-known  emblcni  of  fire :  hence  we  read  of  the 
jpirit.pf  judgment  and  the  /pirit  of  kurningi  and  of 
men  being  baptized  with  the  Holy  Ghofi  and  with 
fire.  The  6rft  of  thefe  fignifics  the  illuminating 
pperatipas  of  the  Spirit;  th^  fire  is  the  love  of  God 
ihed  abroad  in  the  heart  by  the  Spirit  i  and  men 
thus  furni(he4  for  the  work  of  the  miniftry  are 
called,  as  John.  was,,  burning  and  Ihining  lights, 
John  y*  3S'^  taking  their  title  from  their  fiery  bap- 
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tifm.  He  maietb  bis  angdsJptritSi  and  Us  niniftir* 
a  flaming  fire.  Hcb.  i.  7,  And  I  believe  the  feri- 
phinij  in  the  fixth  chapter  of  Ifaiaht  to  be  nothing 
die  but  hieroglyphical  of  gofpel  minifters  i  for  the 
name  fignifies  fi^j  burnings  or  rather  inflaming. 
There  is,  under  the  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  fuch 
a  burning  love  as  no  water  can  quench,  nor  flood 
drown,  accompanied  with  a  fiery  zeal  for  God  and 
his  caufe.  And  in  the  li^t  of  the  Spirit  there  are 
fuch  views  of  Chrift's  peribn,  iovelinels,  and  fulnefs, 
and  fuch  beauties  in  God,  his  word,  and  ways^  as 
give  heat  and  fervour  to  all  our  devodons;  while 
the  promifes  which  flow  into  the  heart/  come  as  live 
coals  from  the  altar,  and  increafe  the  ardour  i  and 
the  joy  that  fprings  from  love  is,  at  rimes,  the  vifible 
flames  which  on  the  altar  afcend  to  God  from  the 
hidlowed  fire  within,  which  is  pent  up  in  the  heart 
till  the  flames  of  joy  give  it  vent*  Under  this  in* 
fluence  there  is  a  third  for  the  faivation  of  finners,  a 
watching  for  their  fouls,  a  longing  after  their  wel&re, 
hard  kbour  in  ftudying  and  preaching  to  them, 
many  earneft  prayers  and  tears  to  God  for  fuccefs 
in  the  work,  an  earoeft  defire  after  them  as  fellow«- 
finners  and  fdlow-creaturesi  all  which  are  heightened 
by  a  true  fight  of  their  undone  eftate,  a  knowledge 
of  the  terrors  of  the  Lord,  and  the  certainty  of  their 
endlefs  deftrudion  out  of  Chriit  And  fuch  la- 
bourei^,  having  felt  both  the  pains  of  bell  and  joys 
of  heaven,  they  alarm  and  warn  them  to  flee  from 
the  wrath  to  come,  and  labour  to  allure  and  win 
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them  to  etnbraee  die  refuge  and  the  hope  that  U  fet 
before  them.  Whai  hard  labour  and  foul  travail, 
what  carncft.  prayers  and  bitter  cries,  what  holy  Jbng- 
tng3  and  fervent  hopes  of  foccefs  in  this  holy  callings 
I  mean  that  of  being  fifticrs  of  men,  do  fall  to  the 
Jpt  of  thofe  who  are  calkd  of  God  to  labour  in  the 
word  and  doftrine  J 

.  But  it  falls  out  with  the  fervants  as  it  did  v^ith  the 
Mafter;  ^bey  bated  him  without  a  faufey  Pfalm  xxxv, 
195  and  fo  it  is  to  be  with  the  rulers  of  his  houfe- 
hold ;  they  are  hated  of  all  men  for  his  name  fake  j 
but  he  that  defpifcth  whomfoever  the  J-ord  fends 
defpifeth  him,  apd  he  that  defpifcth  him  defpifcth 
the  Father  that  fent  him,  and  even  the  Holy  Ghofl: 
whom  Cbrift  fends,  and  the  word  of  God  icfclf,  vvhich 
is  fpoken  by  the  Holy  Spirit  in  the  Lord's  fervants. 
And  this»defpifing  of  God,  his  dear  Son,  the  Holy 
Spirit,  and  the  word  of  God's  grace,  fixes  tlie  eternal 
dcftrufltion  of  the  defpifcr.  Behold^  ye  defpijersy  an^ 
wonder y  and perijh!  Ads  xiii,  41,  And  again,  fVhoJb 
defpifcth  the  word  Jhall  be  dejlr eyed.  Prov,  xiii,  ij, 
Thefc  render  evil  for  good,  and  hatred  for  love; 
you  preach,  and  they  dcfpife ;  you  warn,  and  they 
fneer;  you.  weep,  and  they  laugh  j  you  arc  in  earneft, 
and  they  in  jcft;  you  charm,^and  they  ftop  their 
ears ;  you  invite,  and  they  depart  i  you  entreat,  and 
they  mock  i  you  labour  to  inftruft,  and  they  harden 
their  heart  againft  it.  Dead  /ormalifts  and  grace- 
lefs  profeflbrs  reft >— one  in  the  form,  and  the  other 
in  the  letter^  and  all  that  is  got  of  fuch  is  the  cha- 
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mfter  of  a  deceiver,  a  falfe  prophet,  a  merc^narf,  an 
enthufiaftic,  a  fanatic,  or  a  madman ;  and  this  de^ 
fpiHng  of  prophefyings  is  to  themfelves  a  quenching 
of  the  fpirit. 

At  this  treatment  the  apoftles  (hook  their  raiment^ 
and  even  the  duft  of  their  cities  from  their  feet;  they 
owned  thtir  damnation  to  be  juft,  left  their  blood 
upon,  their  own  head,  turned  to  the  Gentiles,  and 
declared  that  the  wrath  of  Q^d  was  come  upon  them 
to  the  uttermoft.  Chrift  alfo  had  foretold  them 
that  it  (liould  be  more  tolerable  for  Sodom  and  Go- 
morrah, for  Tyre  and  Sidon,  yea,  for  Nineveh,  than 
for  the  Jews  of  that  generation.  This  cruel  hatred, 
fpite,  and  malice,  that  fuch  exhibit,  the  deipite 
they  do  to  the  fpirit  of  grace,  their  fcorn  and  deri- 
iion,  their  defp^ration  and  impenitcrice,  quench  the 
ardour  of  the  fpirit ;  all  love  to  their  fouls  chills  and 
waxes  cold  j  zeal  for  their  welfare  abates  -,  all  fervour 
towards  them,  in  the  miniftry,  damps;  all  joy,  in 
hope  of  their  converfion,  withers;  and  the  Spirit 
himfclf  rifes  in  judgment  againft  them.  They  are 
rooted  out  of  all  godly  afFeftions,  from  all  care  and 
concern  for  their  welfare,  from  all  foul  travail  and 
carntjflnefs  for  their  falvation,  and  from  any  part  of 
lot  in  the  faith,  hope,  love,  and  prayers  of  the  am* 
baffadors  of  peace ;  and  more  than  fure  I  am,  that 
the  fraternity  of  Cain  (hall  fee,  and  enter  into,  the 
kingdom  of  God  as  foon  as  fuch  men,  or  fuch  def*. 
pifcrs  ol  God,  or  empty  profeflbrs  as  thefc.  Thej 
ibrfakc  the  Uving  viQc>  and  the  firft  branches  in  the 


ylnCf  wd  the  aflembly  of  the  julli  and  fueh,  being 
cad  (orth,  fooo  wither :  your  natural  affedions  to 
them  die ;  the  joy  that  arofe  in  your  breafti  from  a 
hope  of  them,  withers  away;  their  enmity  to  the 
juft  brings  fre(h  guilt  of  a  gofpel  kind  upon  them ; 
envy  (lays  thefe  fiily  ones,  and  is  fure  to  take 
up  its  eternal  abode,  and  for  ever  to  reft,  in  the 
bofoip  of  fuch  fools.     And  this  is  the  charafberiftic 
of  jthe  ierpent's  feed,  and  the  infallible  token  of  per- 
dition.    For,  after  the  Spirit  is  once  quenched,  there 
is  no  more  care  or  concern  for  them,  nor  defire  after 
them«  or  prayer  for  tbem>  but  rather  a  wiih  that  the 
foundation  of  Zion  may  become  a  fnare,  a  trap,  and 
a  ftumbling  block,  to  them ;  there  is  a  watching  over 
them  for  evil,  a  fadsfadbion  at  their  calamity,  and 
fuch  a  zeal  for  God,  for  the  honour  of  divine  juf- 
tice  and  long*abu(ed  mercy,  as  to  give  them  up  to 
vengcanjce,  that  the  day  of  judgment  and  the  inqui- 
fition  of  heaven  may  effciSt  what  the  labour  of  love 
and  the  lips  of  truth  could  not.    And  both  heaven 
aod  earth  unite  and  agree  in  approving  and  applaud- 
ing the  judgment,  for  when  the  wicked  perijb  there  is 
Jbouting  ampng  the  juft ;  and  God  himfelf  allows  of 
the  triumph,  for  he  laughs  at  their  calamity,  and 
mocks  when  their  fear  cometh.    Noah  fhared  deeply 
in  this  fcorning,  derifion,  and  fport,  till  God  himielf 
complains  of  it,  and  refolves  to  put  a  ftop  to  it;  My 
Jpiritfoall  not,  always  firroe  with  man^for  that  b^  alff 
is  jmb.  Gen.  vi,  3.     IJe  fema)ins  ft  ill  in  his  fin  and 
fMifiil  courfe>  in  the  flcfli^  and  in  carnal  ea(ei  no 
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&btniflioii  to  my  w%  no  awe  of  my  word  cr  wanir 
ings,  no  reformation  of  manners^  no  feeking  after 
God;  no  calling  upon  my  name,  no  obedience  fowcd, 
no  fpiritual  advantage  reaped :  he  is  ftill  in  the  flefh^ 
and  my  Spirit  Ihall  not  always  ilrive  with  him.  The 
deluge  put  a  Bnal  ftop  to  this  ftrife ;  the  waters  pur- 
fued  them  to  the  tops  of  the  mountains»  houfesi  and 
trees;  and  thus  wrath  convinced  them^  when  preach- 
ing of  righteoufncfs  and  preparing  the  ark  had  no 
effed.  However,  Noah  loft  not  his  labour;  he  was 
a  fweet  favour  unto  God,  as  well  as  bis  facrifice,  both  ^ 
in  them  that  were  faved  and  in  them  that  perilbed ; 
for  b^  cmd^mncd  the  worlds  and  became  heir  of  the 
righteoufttefs  which  is  by  faith.  Heb.  xi.  7.  And  thofe 
whom  Noah  condemned  God  drowned  with  a  floods 
and  then  imprifoned  m  hell,  as  Peter  aflerts ;  Cbrift 
bath  fuffered  for  fms^  the  juft  for  the  unjufty  (thai  be 
might  bring  us  to  God,)  being  put  to  death  in  ibefitfi^ 
but  quietened  by  thefpirit.  By  which  alfo  bf  went  and 
preached  to  the  fpirits  in  prifon ;  whic^fomesime  were 
dif obedient y  when  once  the  long-fuffering  of  Qgd  waitad 
in  the  days  of  Noahy  while  the  ark  was  ffffaring.  I 
Pet.  iii.  18—20.  By  thefe  imprifoned  fpirits  X 
underfiand  the  fouls  of  the  antediluvians  1  by  the 
prifon  I  underftand  hell,  Ifai.  xxiv.  22;  and  by  the 
preacher.  I  underftand  Chrift  preaching  by  his  fpiric 
in  the  miniftry  of  Noah*  The  time  of  this  preach** 
ing  was  while  the  long-fuffering  of  God  wailrd  in 
Noah's  days,  while  the  ark  was  building. 
Ifrael  of  Qld  are  noted  for  quenching  the  Spirit  m 
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the  miniftry  of  Mofes,  of  whofc  inf|)iration  wc  read 
in  the  prophct*s  lamentation  s  fVhere  is  he  that  brought 
tbim  up  out  of  the/eay  with  tbejhepherd  of  his  flock  ? 
Whir£  is  he  that  put  his  holy/pirit  within^  him  \  that 
led  them  by  the  right  hand  of  MofeSy  with  hir  glorious 
0rm  dividing  the  waters  before  them y  to  make  himjelf  an 
iverlafling  name.  Ifai.  Ixiii.  ii,  12.  3ut  this  infpi- 
ration  of  God,  and  difplay  of  miraculous  power,  met 
with  no  fuitable  returns ;  for  they  rebelled  and  vexed 
bis  holy  J^riti  therefore  he  was  turned  to  be  their 
inemyy  and  he  fought  againfi  them.  Ifai»  Ixiii.  i6. 
Their  molten  calf  in  Horeb  5  their  mutinecring  on 
the  banksof  Jordan  J  the  confpiracy  of  Korah,  Abi- 
xism,  and  Dathan  5  their  invading.the  ofEce  of  medi- 
ator, and  attempting  to  feizc  the  pricfthood ;  their 
murmuring  at  every  turn,  inftead  of  praying ;  their 
tempting  God,  and  their  unparalleled  infidelity,  arc 
notorious  enough.  It  was  thefc  things  that  vexed 
his  holy  Spirit ;  they  envied  Mojes  in  the  campy  and 
Aaron  the  faint  of  the  Lord:  they  angered  him  alfo 
St  the  waters  of  fir  if e^  Jo  that  it  went  ill  with  MoJes 
for  their  Jhkes  y  becaufe  they  provoked  hisjpirit^  fo  that 
bejpake^uiadvifedly  with  his  lips. 

Nor  did  the  Holy  Spirit  fare  any  better  in  the 
miniftry  of  the  apoftle  and  highpriefl  of  our  profeJfion\ 
they  vexed  him,  and  blafphemed  him  in  the  miniftry 
of  Chrift  and  his  apoftles,  as  appears  by  the  piercing 
charge  .of  Stephen,  Ye  Jliff-necked  and  uncircumcifed 
in  heart  aud  ears,  ye  do  always  refifi  the  Holy  Gbojf ; 
ss  your  fathers  did,  Jo  do  ye.    Which  of  the  prophets 
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ksve  not  your  fathers  ferfuutedi  and  they  hwoi  fim^ 
thtm  which  Jbewed  before  of  the  coming  of  the  Jujl  On^^ 
of  whom  ye  have  been  now  the  betrayers  and  murderer s» 
A&s  viu  51,  52.  Having  offered  a  few  thoughts 
upon  fowing  to  the  Spirit,  as  he  fpeaks  by  6od'3  fer* 
vants  in  the  miniftry  of  the  word ;  and  alfo  upon 
quenching  the  Holy  Spirit^  by  dcfpifing  both  pro^ 
phets  and  prophefyings ; 

I  Ihall  now  endeavour  to  fhew  that  there  is  fuch 
a  thing  as  fowing  to  the  Spirit^  as  he  dwells  in  our- 
(elves.     Our  bodies  are  the  temples  of  the  Holy  Ghofi^ 
as  God  hath  Jaidy  1  will  dwell  in  them,  and  walk  in 
them.     Sow  to  yourfelves  in  righteoufnefs,  and  reap  in 
mercy  i  break  up  your  fallow  ground:  for  it  is  time  to 
feek  the  Lord^  till  he  come  and  rain  righteoufnefs  among 
you.  Hofea  x.  12.     The  perfons  here  ipoken  of  are 
fuch  as  feek  the  Lord  and  exped  that  he  will  corne^ 
and  that  a  fhower  of  righteoufnels  will  attend  his 
coming :  and  they  are  to  fow  to  theoifelves  in  righ'> 
ceoufnefs  until  this  heavenly  (hower  defcendsi  and 
dicn  they  are  to  reap  the  benefit  of  it ;  but  not  on 
the  footing  of  worthy  or  for  their  own  defcrvings,  but 
as  the  fruits  of  God's  fovcrcign  mercy,     A  finocrc 
feeker  of  the  Lord,  fuch  I  mean  as  are  enlightened 
by  the  Spirit  to  fee  the  depravity  of  their  own  na- 
ture, and  the  evil  of  their  own  way,  and  who  come 
conftandy  to  the  light  of  the  word  fhining  in  the 
miniftry  of  the  gofpcl,  do  fow  to  the  Spirit  in  them- 
fclves:  theyjcome.to  the  light,  that  Aeir  deeds  may 
be  made  manifeft  that  they  arc  wrought  in  God'; 
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that  the  itifluence  they  are  tinderi  and  the  fruitt 
ipringjii^  from  that  influence)  are  by  GodV  Sptrir» 
and  not  of  themfdircs*  Such  alfo  as  are  coti^, 
Tinced  and  convided  by  the  Spirit^  and  by  a  view  of 
the  ipiritudity  of  the  law;  and  who  comply  with 
their  conviAionSi  acknowledge  their  offences^  and 
confeis  their  finsi  who  commend  isbe  jitftice  of  God^ 
and  own  thdr  juft  deferts;  who  fubmit  to  God's  will, 
and  implore  his  mercy;  fuch  fow  to  the  Spirit.'  Tbe 
Lord's  voice  crUtb  mto  the  city^  and  the  man  of  vnf^ 
domjballjte  thf  name%  hear  ye  the  rod^and  who  baih 
appmiedit.  Micah  vi  9.  God's  rod  is  reproof  and 
rebuke  by  the  Spirit.  Hejhalljmite  the  earth  with  the, 
rod  of  his  mouthy  and  with  the  breath  of  bis  lips  flay  the 
mekid.  Moreover^  it  is  the  Spirit's  work  to  feareh 
and  try  the  heart.  God  fearcbes  Jcrulalem  as  with 
candles.  Zeph.  i.  ti.  Now^  when  this  fearching 
work  is  going  on^  and  the  finner's  confcience  is 
made  honeft^  and  honed  confcience  goes  hand 
in  hand  with  the  Holy  Spirit^  and  is  willing  xq 
know  the  worfti  aind  to  be  made  found  at  lieart 
and  (bund  in  faith  1  ci*ying  out.  Search  me  and  try 
me^  and  fee  if  there  be  any  wicked  way  in  me,  and  lead 
fne  in  the  way  everlafiing\ — ^fuch  in  heart  join  them* 
felves  to  the  Lord>  fubmit  to  his  will,  and  coincide 
with  the  Spirit's  work,  which  is  fowing  to  the  Spirit. 
When  cutting  reproofs  are  given  and  applied  by 
the  Spirit,  the  Lord  fays,  Turn  ye  at  my  reproof  \  as 
Paul  did  when  the  Spirit  carried  the  reproving 
voice  of  Chrift  to  his  heart,  who  anfwered^  Who 
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art thoui  Lord?  andsigain^  Lbrd^wbatwouUfttbtm 
have  nie  to  do  ?  Go  into  thefireet  catted  Straight^  mhi 
there  it  Jball  be  told  thee  what  thou  muft  do.  Chrifl: 
ipake,  the  Spirit  applied  the  voice>  and  Paul  fowed 
obedience  to  \i\  he  was  not  difobedidnt  to  the  hea* 
venly  vi(k>n.  ^ 

'  When  the  Holy  Spirit  comes  upon  a  firifrier/  k 
is  to  difcriminate  him  from  the  world>  that  he  xavf 
be  no  more  of  the  world :  for  between  light  and 
darknefsy  Ghrift  and  Belial^  a  believer  and  an  in^ 
fidel,  there  can  be  no  coAcordj  no  agreement.  Nove 
we  have  received  not  the  Jpirit  of  the:  worlds  hut  the 
fpirit  which  is  of  God.  a  Cor.  ii:  12.  The  Spirit!s 
voice  to  fuch  is^  Come  out  from  among  them,  and  he 
yefeparate.  And  he  that  obeys  and  comes  out  fows 
to  the  Spirit.  Get  thee  out  of  thy  country,  and  from  tb^ 
kindred,  and  from  thy  father* s  hottfe,  faid  the  Holy 
Spirit  to  Abraham:  and  he  obeyed  and  went  out^ 
not  knowing  whither  he  went. 

Again,  it  is  the  Spirit's  work  to  convince  a  man 
of  his  blindnefs  and  ignorance  \  for  a  pet  foii  that  is 
not  (Convinced  of  this  will  never  fay.  Who  will  fbew 
us  any  good?  And  indeed  to  perfons  thus  convinced 
is  the  promilc  made^  I  mean  that  of  giving  paftors 
after  God's  own  heart,  to  feed  them  with  knowledge 
and  underftanding.  And  fure  I  am  that  the  foul 
which  is  convinced  of  this,  and  yields  tp  the  Spirh's 
will,  if  thou  crieft  after  knowledge^  and  liftefi  up 
thy  voice  for  underfianding\  ifthoufeekeft  her  asjilver, 
andjearchejl  for  her  as  bid  treafurei  then  fhalt  thoHs. 
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wtiir0Md  thefedr  cfthe  JLord^  and  find  th$  inowUdp 
>ffCod.  PrdV.  ii.  4^  5.  Such  fow  to  the  Spiritj  for 
they  iire  a£lujd;ed  by  bis  influence^  and  acquiefce  in 
liis  mind  and  will. 

Once  more,  the  Holy  Spirit  is  the  fpirit  of  grace 
and  of  fupplication.  He  is  the  life,  the  power,  and 
Aedidiator,  of  all  prayer,  and  our  interceflbr  in 
prayer,  for  he  makes  interccflion  for  us  accordmg 
to  the  will  of  God.  He  it  is  that  quickens  the  iinner 
CO  feel  his  wants,  puts  a  cry  in  his  heart  for  relief 
tnd  by  his  earnest  cries  and  bitter  groans  makes  in- 
terdedioh«  ji^d  Jhall  not  God  avenge  his  own  eUS^ 
^kh  cry  day  and  night  uHPo  him  ?  Such  breathe  their 
fpiritual  fcnfations  out  to  Godj  and,  if  they  fpeak,  it 
is  as  the  Spirit  gives  thepi  utterance :  he  creates  jhc 
fruit  of  the-  lip,  and  what  he  dilates  arid  teaches 
them  to  utter  they  fpeak.  And  this  is  fowing 
obedience  to  the  Spirit's  impulfcs,  operations,  and 
orders. 

i  .  And  I  iTjight  further  add,  that  the  Spirit  often 
(peaks  to  the  heart,  or  fuggefts'tothe  mind^  his 
commands  to  th6  man  in  whom  he  dwells,  refpedl- 
ing  go*ng  h^re  and  there,  as  may  be  fccn  in  his 
orders  to  Peter,  when  Cornelius  had  fent  un;o  him, 
and  Peter  had  received  a  previous  vifion  upon  it^ 
i/lnd  behold  three  ^en  were  already  come  to  the  houfe^ 
tvhere  I  waSy/ent  from  Ce/area  unto  me.  And  the 
Sfirii  bade  me  go  tvith  them,  nothing  doubtingy  Ada 
Ki.  la.  Now  when  they  bad  gone  throughout  Phry-^ 
gia,  aud  the  regjions  of  Galatia,  and  were  forbidden^ 
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of  the  Holy  Ghoft  to  preach  the  word  in  Afia,  &c. 
many  footfteps  and  Jeadings  of  Providence,  many 
fubfequent  workings  in  the  mind,  many  lookings 
out  and  expcdtations  offrcfh  orders,  many  doors 
are  opened,  many  prefling  invitations  arc  given  as 
preludes  to  excite-  the  .man  of  God  to  prepare  his 
ftufF  for  moving,  which  the  prepofleffcd  mind  ex- 
pcds,  and  which  none  but  God  and  his'own  con- 
fcience  know  any  thing  of  And  thine  ears  Jkall 
bear  a  word  behind  thee^  /^i^gi  ^i>is  i^  the  way,  walk 
ye  in  it,  when  ye  turn  to  the^right  hand,  and  when  ye 
turn  to  the  left.  Ifa.  xxx.  21,. 

Onccimore,  a. man  fows  to  the  Spirit  when  his 
purfuits,  dcfires,  sprayers,  and  the  whole  bent  of 
his  foul,  are  after  a  frelh  fupply  of  grace,  and  for 
ftrcngthening  the  things  that  are  weak;  for  frelh 
life  or  light,  fortitude  or  power  j  for  ufefulnefs  or 
fruitfulnefe;  for  an  increafe  of  knowledge  and  under- 
ftanding,  &c.  for  it  is  the  Spirit  that  makes  lis 
know  our  wants,  our  weak  parts,  our  infufEciency 
.  and  fhort  comings,  and  the  things  which  are  the 
moft  excellent ;  and  he  that  covets  ^hat  be  feels  he 
wants,  and  prays  againft  his  moft- befetting  evils, 
and  labours  to  ftrengthen  what  is  weak,  and  car- 
neftly  craves  the  beft  gifts,  moft  affuredly  moves  in 
concert  with  the  Holy  Spirit,  works  hand  in  hand 
with  him,  and  fows  his  obedience  to  the  Spirit's 
diftates  and  motions,  and  labours  hard  to  fill  the 
vacancies  which  the  Spirit  difcovers  to  him. 

We  are  to  fow  ro  ourfelves  in  righteoufnefs,  not 
C 
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to  fhun  the  light,   nor  to  be  willingly  ignorant, 
a  Pet.  ill*  5;    not  to  require  fmooth  things,   nor 
prophecies  of  deceit ;  but  with  honcfty  and  fincerit^^ 
with  fervour  and  earneftnefs,  with  faith  and  affec- 
tion; 4nd  to  reap  ia  mercy,  the  fure  mercies  of 
David,  which  are  now  with  Chrift,  and  are  pro- 
mifed  to  us  in  him ;  thefe  fure  mercies  are  difplayed 
in  us  by  regeneration,  as  Paul  fays.  Of  bis  mercy  he 
Javed  us^  with  the  wajhiig  of  regeneration^  and  the 
renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghofi.  Titus  iii.  5. .  In  rege- 
neration and  renewing  there  is  a  heavenly  crop 
fowed  in  the  foul,  which  goes  by  different  names  in 
the  Icriptures :  it  is  called  being  horn  again  of  incor-- 
ruptihle  feed,  i  Pet.  i.  23  j    called  alfo  the  fruits  of 
the  Spirit,  Gal.  v.  a  2.      It  goes  by  the  name  of 
grace;  different  graces,  as  faith,  hope,  love,  &c. 
Thefe  fruits  of  the  Spirit  arc  alfo  called  mercies, 
which  have  God  for  their  father :  hence  you  -reacl 
oi  the  Father  of  mercies^  and  the  God  of  all  com- 
fort. 2  Cor.  i.  3.     And  thefe  fruits  are  to  be  re- 
ceived as  the  free  gifts  of  God  in  Chrift  Jefus ;  Sow 
to  yourfelves  in  right eoufnefsy  and  reap  in  mercy.     And 
the  believer  who  gets  cold,  indifferent,  and  fluggifli ; 
flothful,  negligent,  carelefs,  and  inattentive ;  worldly 
and  earthly  minded ;  fadly  neglc<5ts  this  fecdtime  and 
harveft  to  his  own  coft  and  lofs,  and  is  often  pierced 
with  many  forrows  on  the  account  of  it :  with  him 
I  fhall  leave  the  apoftolic  caution,   Grieve  not  the 
floly  Spirit  ofGod^  whereby  ye  are  feakd  unto  the  day 
of  redemption.  EpheC  iv.  30. 
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Having  (hewn  that  there  is  fuch  a  tl)ing  as  fowing 
to  the  Spirit  as  he  is  in  the  xninifters  of  the  word; 
and,  fecondly,  what  it  is  for  a  believer  to  fow  to  the 
Spirit  as  he  is  in  himfelf ;  fo  I  Ihall  now 

Ip  the  third  place  fhcw  that  there  is  fuch  a  thing 
as  minifters  of  the  gofpel  fowing  to  the  Spirit  as  he 
is  in  the  fouls  of  the  juft ;  and  this  will  appear  from 
the  following  paffage.  Light  is /own for  the  righteous, 
and gladne/s  for  the  upright  in  heart.  Pfalm  xcvii.  ii* 
From  thcfe  words  we  may  obferve,  firft,  the  fower: 
he  muft  be  a  child  of  light,  for  this  is  the  feed  that 
he  fows.  Secondly,  the  foil  is  dcfcribcd,  which  (hews 
it  to  be  a  part  of  God's  hufbandry :  they  are  called, 
firft,  righteous ;  fecondly,  upright^ in  heart.  David 
himfelf  dcfcribes  the  fower  j.  He  that  goeth  forth  and 
weepetby  bearing  precious  feed,  /hall  doubtlejs  come  again 
with  rejoicings  bringing  his  Jheaves  with  him.  Pf.  cxxvi. 
6.  By  the  fower  going  forth  I  undcrftand  his  going 
forth  from  the  focicty  of  the  world,  from  the  prifon 
of  fin,  from  bondage  under  the  law,  from  confidence 
in  the  flefli,  with  the  tidings  of  peace,  and  with  au- 
thority and  commifllon  from  Chrift,  All  going  forth 
fhort  of  this  is  no  better  than  the  fetdng  out  of  the 
foolilh  virgins,  who  would  have  been  juft  as  well  off 
if  they  had  (laid  at  home.  The  fower's  weeping  as 
he  goes  fets  forth  the  toil  and  lab'our  attending  his 
work,  a  deep  fenfe  of  his  infufficicncy  for  the  ar- 
duous tafk,  the  oppofition  from  the  world,  fin,  and 
Satan,  that  he  meets  with,  the  iitde  fucccfs  he  has  in 
it,  and  his  manifold  fufferings  both  from  the  powc^p 
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of  cnemi^  ami  weaknefs  of  friends;  ncverthelels  he 
goes  forth  and  fows,  though  it  is  with  weeping, 
wfakh  (hews  him  to  be  a  real  ambaiTaclor,  for  the- 
ambajfatkrs  effeac&Jhall  weep  bitterly.  Ifa.  xxxiii.  7. 
However,  he  is  not  without  encouragement,  he  fliall 
be  glorious  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord,  and  his  work  is 
with  his  God,  whether  Ifrael  be  gathered  or  nor. 
Yea,  he  is  a  fwect  (avour  unto  God  in  them  that  arc 
faved,  and  in  them  that  perifti.  The  heart  knows  its 
own  bitterncfs,  and  the  Lord's  labourers  feel  the 

,  burden  and  heat  of  the  day :  but  thefe  are  counter- 
poifed  with  a  joy  that  the  ftranger  intermtddleth  not 
with ;  which  arifes  from  the  pardon  of  fin,  the  tef- 
timony  of  confcience,  from  an  imputed  rightcouf- 
nefs,  from  believing  views  of  intcrcft  in  Chrill,  from 
a  good  hope,  from  the  love  of  God,  from  the  wit- 
ncfs  of  adoption,  and  from  a  full  perfuafion  of  future 
glory:  and  while  he  fows  to  others  he  often  reaps 
thefe  afrcfti  to  encourage  him  in  his  work;  Th^  that 

fow  in  tears  Jhall  reap  in  joy.  Pf.  cxxvi.  5.  There 
is  anothier  branch  of  joy,  which  is  peculiar  to  fuch 
feedfmen.  There  is  a  family  in  the  work!,  whom 
Qod  puts  into  our  hearts  to  live  and  die  with; 
and  in  the  confcienccs  of  fuch  he  makes  his  fqwers 
manifeft :  and  there  is  alfo,  and  will  be,  a  fourfold 
prcfcntation  of  the  faints  to  Chrift.  Thofe  who  are 
owned  and  bleflcd  in  efpoufing  fouls  to  the  Lord 
do,  in  faith  and  prayer,  prefent  them  as  a  chajle 
virgin  to  Chrift^  2  Cor.  xi.  2.  But  I  believe  that 
text  has  a  further  and  future  meaning,  being  fpdkcn 
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in  the  fiitur^  tenfc.  The  apoftte  Jiad  efpoufed  the 
Corinthians  to  one  hu(band>  but  the  prefentatkm  is 
foTOCthing  yet  to  take  place;  ibat  1  may  prefimt  you^ 
&c. .  Si|ch  are  to  be  our  joy  and  the  crown  of  our 
rejoicing  in  that  day,  as  appears  from  what  follows; 
For  what  is  our  bope^  or  joyy  or  crown  of  rejoicing? 
Are  not  even  ye  in  tbe  prefence  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
Cbriji  at  bis  coming?  i  Theff.  ii.  15^  Thcapoftle 
here  mentions  fome  fpuls  ^hich  are  g^von  for  out: 
hire ;  and  tells  us  that  they  (hall  be  our  hope,  our 
joy^  and  the  crown  of  our  rejoicing ;  and  aljl  this  in  the 
prefcnceof  our  Lord  JcfusChrift  at  his  coowng;  xvhich 
looks  as  if  there  would  be  fomething  like  minifters 
prefcnting  of  fouls,  efpoufed  by  their  miniftry  to  the 
Lord,  in  that  day ;  perhaps  qjc  the  day  of  judgment,  - 
m4;:in  ,the  thoufand  years*  reign  on  the  new  earth. 
At  which:  dme  Chrift  will  receive  thena  at  tbpir, 
hands,  and  prejent  tbem  ta  bimftlf  a  gl0rkfts  ch^r^i 
not  bavingjpot  or  *uorinkle\  neither  a,  fpot  of  .fin, 
or  wrinkle  of  old  age,  Eph*  v.  27.  SomLCthing  like 
this  the  Pfalmift  had  ^ir>  view  when  he  Ciid,  ^He  ikaf 
goetb  forth  and  wejspftby  hearing  prefio^s  Jeed^  fimll^ 
d^i^tlafs' c^oifie  again  'usitbjejoicingj  bringing  his  Jhfc^wS' 
witb  him.  '  He  is  to  return  with  jpy,  apd  h€  is  to 
bring  his  (heaivc^  with  himj  there,  is  npt  a.<tou^  of 
this.  And  the  apoftle  tells  us  that  fuch  ar^  to  be 
our  hope,,  our  joy,  and  the  crowQ  of  our  rejoicings 
in  the  prefence  of  Chrift  arhis  coming,  which  muft 
be  either  at  the  day  of  judgment,  or  in  ^hc  tbouiand 
years*  reign.     Wifdom^s  handmaids,  Prov.  ix.  2^ 
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prefent  the  bride  to  the  bridegroom  i  and  ht^  teceives 
her  at  their  hands  arid  prefcnts  her  to  himfelfj  with 
joy  and  rejoicing  (hall  they  be  brought  to  the  king's 
palace ;  and  in  ultimate  glory  (he  wiU  be  prefcnted 
to  his  father  with  a,  Behold  /,  and  the  children  which 
God  hath  given  tne,  Heb.  ii,  13, 

I  come  now  to  defcribe  the  feed  of  this  fowerj 
the  name  given  to  it  is  that  of  precious  j.  he  goes 
forth  and  weepeth>  bearing  precious  (eed. 

1.  Defcribe  his  feed  J 

a.  The  name  of  it,  which  is  light; 

3.  The  perfons  in  whofe  hearts  it  is  fowed;  Lighi 
isybwnfor  the  righteous,  and  gladnefs  for  the  upright 
in  heart. 

There  arc  four  things  included  in  the  ^otd/eed. 
Firft,  Chrift  himfelf ;  he  is  called  the  woman's  feccj 
'  ii(rhich  bruifed  the  (erpcnt's  head.  And  in  his  buman 
nature  he  is  called  the  feed  of  David,  a  Tim.  ii.  8. 
He  is  the  prcciqus  feed^  in  the  highcft  fenfe,  for  to 
them  that  believe  bf  is  ^efious,  1  Pet.  ii,  7.  God, 
fays  Paul,  revealed  his  fonhnne,  that  I /hould  preach 
him  among  the  hiathen,  Gal.  1.  16-  And  indeed,  if 
Chrift  be  not  in  us,  as  a  fountain  opened,  cleanfing 
from  fin  s  as  a  phyfidan,  healing  the  wounded  fpirit  5 
as  tl^  li^,  quickening  us ;  as  the  true  lights  (hining 
in  us ;  as  our  righteoufncfs,  maintaining  our  (landing 
in  our  juftifiication ;  as  our  prince,  cauQng  peace 
to  rule  in  our  hearts ;  and  as  our  prefent  help,  aid- 
ing us,  refre(hing,  renewing,  furni(hingi  equipping. 
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and  fdrdfying  us  by  his  fpirit^  his  prefcnce^ .  and  hie 
grace;, without  theie»  and  all  chefe^  fure  I  am  tha^ 
the  devil  will  foon  compel  us  to  fend  an  ambafiagei 
9od  defire  conditions  of  peace  with  the  world.  Such 
foldiers  mud  fight  till  they  die^  or  die  for  not 
fighting. 

a.  By  this  precious  feed  I  undcrftand  the  word  of 
God  in  general  i  as  appears  by  the  parable  of  the 
fower  and  his  feed  i  Tbe  Jower  is  the  Jon  of  man,  the 
feed  is  the  word  of  God.  B  ut  the  dodrincs  of  Chrift, 
and  the  promifes  of  God  in  Chrift,  fcem  chiefly  tq 
be  intended)  becaufe  the  feed  is  called  precious^  And 
Peter  appBes  the  fame  phrafe  to  the  promifes ;  Wbere'^ 
ly  are  givm  to  us  exceeding  great  and  precious  promifes^ 
2  Pet.  i.  4;  exceeding  greatj  becaufe  Cbrift^  ,)m 
Spirit^  his  gr^ace^  and  his  great  falvation,  together. 
Hvith  life,  light,  and  glory,  are  couched  in  thcfc  pro- 
mifes. But  a  minifter  of  God  is  not  only  a  minifter 
of  tht  covenant  of  promife. 

But  he  is  a  fteward  of  the  myftmes  of  God.  x  ,Cor. 
iv.  I.  The  myftery  of  the  moft  holy  Trinity, 
in  the  experience  of  it,  and  in  the  enjoy rnent  of  that 
experience,  fecms  to  be  the  firft  and  grand  myftery; 
I  mean  fucb  as  Chrift  dwell/ng  in  the  heart  by  faith, 
and  we  chjc^ing  in  our  own  ponfcience  the  voice  of 
his^aCbnementjj^i:/^^  Utter  things  than  that  of  Abel. 
Heb.  xi.  ^4*  Which;  voicq  is  that  of  rightcoufnels, 
mighty  tofave;  the  voice  of  pardon,  and  qf  acccfs 
to  God  by  iti  the  voice  of  peace,  friendlhip,  and 
JMoociliation  with  God :  and  the  voice  of  God  in 
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Chriit  to  us  is,  Tea^  I  have  lirotd.  thee  njpitb  an  ever^ 
lofting  love ;  and  therefore  with  loving  kindncfs  he 
draws  us  to  Chrift,  and  accepts  us  in  him,  where  wc 
enjoy  his  love ;  for  be  that  kvetb  dwelletb  in  Gad, 
and  God  in  bim. 

3.  The  voice  of  the  Spirit  alfo  is  in  usy  crying, 
Abba^  Fatber,  and  bearing  his  witnefs  with  our  fpi- 
fits,  that  we  arc  the  fons  of  God  3  and,  if  fons,  then 
heirs* 

The  myfterici  of  the  kingdom  of  God  arc,  thofe 
of  purging  fin  by  the  blood  of  Chrift,  of  dethroning 
fin  by  the  grace  of  Chrift,  of  counterafting  its  power 
by  the  laws  of  Chrift;  I  mean  the  law  of  faith  and 
the  law  of  love;  and  of  juftification  from  its  con- 
demning and  deftroying  power  by  the  righteoufnefi. 
of  Chrift,  and  of  its  final  dcftru6tion  at  the  rcfur- 
reftion,  when  our  vile  bodies  fhall  be  changed  and 
fafliioned  like  unto  the  glorious  body  ^of  Ghri^^ 
when  grace  will  terminate  in  a  reign  of  glory.  Then 
will  the  works  of  the  devil  be  completely  deftroyed 
out  of  all  the  faints,  and  the  devil  himfelf,  the  prime 
leader  of  all  the  apoftafy,  left  to  fink  under  the 
weight  of  kll  his  crimes,- and  under  the  guilt  arid  cry 
of  every  ptriihmg  Twiner's  blood;  in  full  poflcflSon 
of  all  his  power,  and  yet  chairted  by  omnipotence ; 
filled  with  wrath,  rage,  and  revenge,  arid  under  the 
curfe  and  vengeance  of  the  Almighty :  and  this  will 
be  the  final  and  cverlafting  ^t^xu&kon  hf  bim  tbai^ 
bad  tbe  power  'of  death y  that  iss  the  deviL  H<jb.  ii.  14, 
'  The  fourtlv^and  great  tnyftery  of  godlinefs  is  the* 
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incarnation  of  ClirHVj  Greatistben^fteryofgQ^nifs\ 
Gad:  vfaA  man^^fi  in  tbi^  .fiffit^  <8(c.  i  Tim,  iii.  1 6« 
The  apoftlc  Here  ailerts  the  true  and  real  divinity  of 
Chrift ;  |hat  i^./^/fr  not  oh  bim  ibe  nafurt  tf  angels^ 
but  be  took  on  bim  tbefeed^f  Ahrdbam.  Heb.  ii.  i6» 
Tbe  cbildren  being  partakers  cf  fiejb  and  bloodibe  alj% 
bimfelf  Ukewife  took  part  of  tbe  fame,  Heb,  ii.  14^ 
The  apoftle  then  tells  us  that  it  was  from  the  rqyal 
line  of  David  that  our  nature  was  taken ;  Remember 
^tbat  Jejus  Cbtifti  of  tbe  feed  of  David,  waj  r^ifed  from 
tbe  dead^  according  to  my  gofpeL  2  Tim.  ii.  8.  M*ry 
the  mother  of  our  Lord  was  of  the  houfc  and  linkage 
of  David ;  hence  he  caljs  himfelf  tbe  ro9t  and  off^ 
^ing  af  Davids  and  tbe  hrigbt  and  morning  Jiar.  Rev, 
xxii.  16. :  As  God,  he  wj^j  David's  root*  who  gave 
being  to  David  and  to  all  mankind ;  when  as  man 
he  is  David's  offspring,  a  branch  out  of >thc  root  of 
Jefle*  ;  Pajul  f^ys  he  was  made  of  a  wofnan,  and 
was  tbe  feed  of  the  woman  j<  made  of  the  fubftancc 
of  Mary's  body;  for  a  wotqan  is  a  fubftance,  and  fo 
ijB  her  feed  a  fpbftance  alfo,  as  is  wellexg^eflfed  in 
the  cotiwnon  prayer  book/  Hercjs  our  fldcr  bro- 
ther, made  like  unto  his  brethren  in  all  ji^ing^,  ^x-p 
ccpting  fin.  When  wc  fcer  our  own  na^jfc  thus 
holy,  hafmlefs,  undefiled,  ^aratcd  frojn  fin  and 
finners,  ,ind  made  higher  than  the  heavens  >  with  all 
fhe  fulnefs,  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  upon  hioi,  and  all 
the  fulncfs  of  grace  in  him ;  every  promjie  yea  and 
amen  in  his  heart,  and  all  the  vcafures  of  wifdom 
and  knowledge  hid  iahim  %  and  this  our  nature  (hin- 
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ing  in  cndlefs  ^lory^  with  all  iHe  fiifeefs  of  tbe  godi- 
beadj  eveiy  accribufie  or  periedidn  peo^r  fa  dekjr 
dwelling  iii  hiai  bodily/  and  wi^  Ucfi^d  with  every 
ipiricual  bkffing  in  bini ;  this,  this  is  our  glory,  to 
know  Jefus  Chrifl:  and  bim  cruciBed^   this  \i  tbc 
^ifdomofGod  in  a  myfiery^  the  biddtn  wifdom  wbicb 
God  ordained  before  the  world  unto  our  glory  i  wbicb 
none  of  tbe  princes  6f  this  world  knew,  i  Cor.  ii*  y. 
And  this  is  confirmed  by  what  follows;  Tiepreacb* 
ing  of  tbe  trofs  is  to  tbem  that  pmjb  fooli/bnefsi 
iut  to  tbem  that  are  faved  it  is  Cbrifi  tbe  wifdom  of 
God,  and  the  power  of  God,  i  Cor.  i^  i8.    This  is 
the  wildom  that  God  ordained  for  our  glory.     And 
this  is  the  myftery  of  godlinefs,  God  manifejied  in 
Ibe  flejb,  who  wasfeen  of-  angels,  preacbed  unta  tbc 
Gentiles,  beliived  on  in  tbe  worlds  and  received  up 
into  glory,  i  Tim.  iii.  i6%     And  upon  this  royftcry 
another  depends,    which  is,   our  union  with  this 
myftery  of  godlinefs :  fFe  are  members  of  bis  body,  of 
bis  fiefby  and  of  bis  bones:  tbis  is  a  great  myfiery,  but, 
Jjpeak  concerning  Cbriji  and  tbe  cburcb.  Eph.  iv.  30. 
32.     And  from  his  fulnefs  the  Holy  Spirit  defcends 
upon  us,  enters  into-  us  as  a  comforter,  and  abides 
wi^h  iis  for  cvers   he  is  the  power,  producer,  and 
promoter  of  all  the  real  godlinefs  that  is  in  the  world. 
His  influence  and  operations  are  produ(5live  of  all 
good  fruitfe,  faith,  hope,  and  love;    life,  joy,  reft, 
and  peaccj  which  are  the  principles  of  godlinefs  1 
and  of  all  real  devotion :  and  without  this  all  religion 
is  but  bodily  excrcife,  a  drawing  near  to  God  with- 
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but  the  heart.  A  fccdfman,  that  goes  forth  weeping 
and  bearing  precious  feed,  carries  the  feed  of  God'sr 
word,  the  precious  promifes  of  the  covenant ;  he 
has  the  feed  of  David,  the  Saviour,  formed  in  his 
heart ;  he  is  a  fteward  of  the  myfteries  of  God,  and 
of  his  manifold  grace,  which  grace  is  the  incor- 
ruptible feed,  I  Pet.  i.  23,  Such  an  one,  as  God 
enables  him,  fows  to  the  Spirit,  as  he  dwells  in  the 
houfchold  of  faith.  Light  is /own  for  the  righteous^ 
and  gladnejs  for  the  upright  in  heart. 

The  righteous  often  lofc  the  light  of  God's  coun- 
tenance ;'  love  waxes  cold  under  (harp  and  long  af- 
fli^ionsj  and  the  corruptions  of  the  heart  feem  to  . 
be  more  predominant  than  the  oil  of  joy.  Thefc 
things  obfcure  the  believer's  evidences,  eclipfe  the 
healing  beams  of  the  fun,  and  bring  on  the  gloomy 
days  of  adverfity:  but  thcfc  days  muft  not  abide  for 
ever,  nor  Ihall  they  ever  blot  Out  the  faint's  title, 
which  is,  children  of  light,  and  Aildren  of  the  day. 
The  Sun  of  Rightcoufnefs  may  be  eclipfcd  to  our 
view,  but  never  goes  down :  when  we  fit  in  dark- 
neft  the  Lord  is  a- light  unto  us,  he  brings  us  forth 
to  the  light  again,  apd  we  behold  his  righteoiifhers: 
Every  fon  of  confolation,  every  one  that  is  a  fellow* 
helper  of  our  joy,  fows  light  for  the  righteous,  and 
gladnefs  for  the  upright  in  heart;  and  thofe  who'ane- 
fo  happy  as  to  reap  light,  joy,  or  gladnefs,  arc  fure' 
to  proclairti  it. 

But  there  is  fuch  a  thing  as  fowing  to  the  Spirit  in 
temporal  things.     God  created  all  the  materials  of 
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the  church  it  firft,  and  in  Chriftjcfiw  wc  arc  all 
created  anew  i  every  lively  (lone  in  this  temple  is 
God's  workman(hip/and  the  whole  building  is  of 
God's  founding  and  Traming ;  and  it  is  iuib  f$r  an 
habitation  of  God  through  the  Spirit.  The  church  i$ 
'  not  her  own^  ihe  is  bought  with  a  price,  and  is  the 
Lord's  own  property,  by  purchafe,  by  confecrationi 
by  dedication,  and  by  inhabitation ;  hence  every 
thing  done  to  the  church  is  done  to  the  Lord. 

The  Jewilh  church  at  Jerufalem  fenc  forth  her  mi- 
m(lcr4  tous  Gcntilesi  the  law  went  forth  out  of  Zion, 
and^the  word  of  the  Lord  from  Jerufalem ;,  and  the 
church  of  Jerufalem  bore  their  expenfes  whom  fhc 
fent.i  They  went  forth,,  tfiking  nothing  of  the  Qentiks. 
3  John  vii.  But  many  of  thcfe  faints  among  the 
Hcbrewswere  excommunicated,  and  fomc  of  them 
fpeiled  of  their  goods,  Heb,  x.  34 ;  while  others  of 
them,  the  poorer  fort,  were  fct  to  reaping  the  harvcft 
of  the  ricii,  and,  toeing  defpifcd  and  outlawed  for 
Chrift'fi  fake,  they  were  allowed  no  wages  for  their 
worfcij  Do  not  rich  men  opprefsyou  ?  Behold^  the  hire  of 
the.labourers  whifh  ha^ve  reaped  down  your  fields^  which 
is  'ofym  kept  back  by  frauds  crieth :  and  the  cries  of  them 
"  ^hicb  have  reaped  are  entered  into  the  ears  of  the  Lord 
cffabaoih.  James  \^.  4.  Thcfe  things  brought  the 
mother  church  to  ppvcrty,  but  the  Gentiles  fcnt  her 
relief  by  the  hand  of  Paul.  - 1  go  to  Jerufalem  to  tni^ 
nifter  to  the  faints.  For  it  hath  pleafed  them  of  Mace^ 
\  donia  and  jichaia  to  make  a  certain  contrsbution  for  the 
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fcor  faints  wbicb  are  at  Jerufalem.  H  batb^etffed 
Sbem^  verily^  .and  ibeir  debtors  they  are.  For,  if  the 
Gentiles  have  been  partakers  of  tbeir  fpiritnal  things^ 
ibeir  duty  is  alfo  to  mnifter  to  them  in  carnal  things^ 
Rdni.  XV.  25 — 27.  Wc  have  a  further  account  of 
this  colleding  for .  the  faints'  relief  at  Jerufalem  in 
Paul's  epiftle  to  the  church  at  Corinth.  Therefore  I 
ibougbt  it  necejfary  to  exhort  the  brethren  that  tbey 
would  go  before  unto  you,  and  make  up  beforehand ymtr 
bounty,  whereof  ye  had  notice  before,  that  the  fame 
might  be  rtady  as  a  matter  cf  bounty,  but  not  as  rf 
<ovetotifnefs.  But  this  I  fay,  he  which  fbwetb  fpar-- 
ingly  Jhall  reapfparingly,  and  be  which  foweth  bounti- 
fully Jhall  reap  alfo  bountifully.  2  Cor.  ix.  5,  6.  This 
fowing  or  diftributipg  was  to  the  poor  faints^  that  is 
to  thofe  who  were  fandlificd  by  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
And  the  fcedfmen  were  to  be  perfons  of  the  fame 
call;  fuch,  and  pnly  fuch,  as  had  been  partakers 
of  the  Jews'  fpiritual  things.  Thefe  Ipiritual  Gen- 
tiles miniftercd  to  the  Lord's  people,  which  is  the 
Lord's  houfchold,  and  they  are  his  own  property, 
and  therefore  he  takes  it  as  done  to  himfdf;  /  was 
an  hungry  and  ye  gave  me  meat,  tbirjiy  and  ye  gave 
we  drink^  a  ftr anger  and  ye  took  me  in,  naked  and  ye 
clothed  me.  And  he  adds,  Forafmucb  as  ye  have  dam 
it  to  thefe  my  brethren,  ye  have  done  it  unto  me. 
And,  as  the  Holy  Spirit  of  Chrift  dwells  in  tlwc 
church,  die  Spirit  ftiles  it  his  own  temple  j  as  the 
apoftle  fays.  Know  ye  not  that  your  bodies  are  this 
t§mples  gf  the  Hol^  G!:^oJl  ?  as  God  bath  faid^  I  will 
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Jweil  in  them  and  walk  in  them.  Tliereforc  thi^ 
miniftfring  to  the  faints  is  called  fowing  to  the 
Spirit ;  and  it  anfwereth  cnany  good  purpofes:  firfl:^ 
God  takes  notice  and  approves  of  it;  hence  the 
caution^  not  grudgingly ^  or  ofnecejfity^  as  there  is  no 
compulGon,  for  God  lovetb  a  cheerful  giver. 

a.  They  that  fow  bountifully  (hall  reap  bounti- 
fully. God  is  ah'le  to  make  all  grace  abound  toward 
you\  that  ye  always ^  having  all/uffidency  in  all  things^ 
may  abound  in  every  good  work  s  as  it  is  written^  He 
hath  dyperfed  abroad^  he  hath  given  to  the  poor-,  bis 
righteou/ntfs  remainetb  for  ever.  The  apoftle  fets 
forth  the  power  of  God,  as  engaged  to  make  all ' 
grace  abound;  and  his  providence  alfo  in  giving 
•chem  a  fuffici^ncy  in  all  things;,  and,  being  bleflkd 
with  the  abundance  of  grace  in  the  heart,  and  with 
the  bounties  of  providence  in  their  hand»  that  they 
might  abound  to  every  good  work.  And  he  calls 
this  miniftering,  this  difperfing  abroad  and  giving  to 
the  poor,  a  righteoufnefs  which  remaineth  for  ever, 
for  love- is  the  fulfilling  of  the  law;  and  both,  love, 
and  the  labour  of  love;  love  in  its  root,  and  love  in 
its  fruit,  will  remain  for  evermore.  Hence  the  apof- 
tle charges  them  that  are  rich  not  to  be  high-minded^ 
nor  to  truft  in  uncertain  richesy  but  in  the  living  God. 
fthat  they  do  goody  that  they  be  rich  in  good  works y 
ready  to  dijlributcy  willing  to  communicate  i  laying  up 
in  ftore  for  themfelves  a  good  foundations  againfi  the 
time  to  comCy  that  they  may  lay  hold  on  eternal  lifcy 
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I  Tim.  VI.  17,  1 8,  This  is  bread  call  upon  the 
waters^  which  is  to  be  found  af;er  many  days^.EcclcC 
xi.  I. 

But  our  apoftle  goes  on,  wifhing  his  blcfllng  upon 
this  fowing  and  reaping.  Now  be  that  minijiereib 
feed  to  tbejoiver^  both  minifter  bread  for  your  food^  and 
multiply  your  Jeed  Jown^  and  increa/e  tbefrmts  of  your 
rtghteoufnefs.  2  Cor.  ix.  10.  The  apoftle  ftilcs  thefc 
liberal  Gentiles  fowers.  He  gives  them  to  under- 
(land  that  it  is  God  who  minifters  f^^ed  to  the  fower: 
the  incorruptible  feed  of  grace^  and  the  bledings  of 
providence,  all  come  from  him.  He  prays  God  to 
tninifter  bread  for  their  food^  both  the  bread  of  hea* 
ven  and  the  ftafF  of  life;  that  they  may  have  a  plenty 
for  themielves  and  others.  Another  part  of  his 
prayer  is,  that  God  would  put  his  blefling  upon 
their  liberalityt  which  is  multiplying  their  feed  fown; 
and  that  by  the  blefling  of  God  reding  upon  them, 
and  attending  their  liberality,  the  fruits  of  their 
righteoufncfs  might  be  increafed. 

The  apoftle  proceeds  to  (hew  us  that  God  himfclf 
reaps  a  harveft  from  this  feed  fown,  for  it  caujts 
through  us  thankfgiving  to  God.  And  not  only  the 
apoftlcs  thanked  God  for  this,  but  the  Jcwifh  church, 
which  experienced  the  bounty  of  the  Gentiles,  joined 
in  the  fame  fervice;  for  the  adminijiration  cftbisfer- 
vice  not  only  fupplieth  the  want  of  the  faints^  but  is 
abundant  aljo  by  many  tbankfgiyings  to  God.  2  Cor.  ix. 
12.  And  they  not  only  facrificed  thanklgivings, 
iut  they  glorify  God-,  for  the  Gentiles  profeffedfubjeStiow 
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to  the  go/pel  of  Cbrijly '  and  for  their  liberal  difiriiSfU^ 
tion  unto  them^  and  to  all  men.  2  Cor.  ix.  13.  And 
then  the  apoftle  concludes  by  (hewing  us  that  the 
Spirit  operates  in  fuch  poor  faints.,  in  fetting  them 
to  pray,  for  their  liberal  brethren,  and  to  long  after 
the  welfare  of  thefe  their  liberal  bencfaftorsr^^^  by 
their  prayer  for  you^  which  long  after  you^  for  the  ex^ 
ceeding  grace  of  God  in  you.  thanks  be  unto  God  for 
bis  unfpeakable  gift^  2  Cor.  ix.  14,  15.  But  there  is 
no  praying  for  others,  nor  longing  after  their  fouls, 
nor  admiring  the  grace  of  God  in  chem,  unlefs  they 
Ipring  from  the  Holy  Spirit  arid  his  grace.  This 
is  fowing  to  the  Spirit,  and  fuch  fowers  arc  fpiritual 
feedfmen:  they  reap  fpiritual  things  firft,  and  un- 
der the  Spirit's  influence  fow  thefe  their  carnal 
things;  for  it  is  he  that  teaches  the  faints  to  love  one 
another,  and  to  love  not  in  word,  but  in  deed  and 
in  truth  j  and  fuch,  and  only  fuch,  arc  objefts  of 
God's  love,  and  come  up  to  the  character  of  cheer- 
ful givers.  Others  may  fow  to  it^iitate  the  faints, 
but  it  is  fparingly,  having  reaped  no  fpiritual  things, 
as  may  be  feen  in  Ananias  and  Sapphira,  who  tried 
to  imitate  Barnabas;  they  fold  their  land,  and  brought 
9  part,  faying  it  was  the  whole  price;  by  which 
they  tempted  the  Spirit,  and  then  lied  unto  him, 
for  which  he  ftruck  them  both  dead. 

The  fifth  branch  of  this  fowing  to  the  Spirit  is 
fupporting  the  public  miniftry,  endeavouring  to 
fpread  the  gofpel,  and  to  maintain  them  that  preach 
it.     The  ggfpel  is  the  miniftry  of  the  Spirit,  and 
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none  but  fpiritual  men  can  preach  it,  becaufe  it  is 

* 

the  power  of  God  unto  falvation.  Such  labourers 
arc  worthy  of  their  hire,  aiid  fuch  as  rule  well  are  to 
te  c(iUnted  'worthy  of  double  honour ^  efpecially  they  who 
hbour  in  the  word  and  doSlrine^  i  Tim.  v.  17,  And 
this  will  be  the  cafe  when  God  gives  teftimony  to 
the  word  of  his  grace,  and  ^^ts  the  broad  ical  of 
heaven  upon  the  mcflage,  and  upon  the  foul  that 
receives  it,  and  raifes  up  fuch  an  one  to  be  a  living 
witrtefs  that  the  feal  of  God  is  upon  the  mefTenger. 
And  Jirangers  Jhall  Jiand  and  feed  your  flocks ^  and  the 
fpns  of  the  alien  fball  be  your  flowmen  and  vine-drejfersi 
but  ye  Jhall  be  named  the  priefts  of  the  hordy  men  Jhall 
call  you  the  minifters  of  our  God.  Ye  Jhall  eat  the  riches 
of  the  G entiles i  and  in  their  glory  Jhall  you  boaft  your- 
f elves.  For  your  Jhame  you  Jhall  have  double y  and  for 
confufion  they  Jhall  rejoice  in  their  portion:  therefore  in 
their  land  they  Jhall  pojfefs  the  double^  everlafting  joy 
fi>all  be  unto  them^  Ifai.  Ixi.  6,  7.  The  Almighty 
himfelf  fixes  our  honourable  title;  Youfljall  be  named 
the  priefts  of  the  Lordy  men  Jhall  call  you  the  minivers 
of  our  God.  And  he  himfelf  appoints  our  main- 
tenance, You  fhall  eat  the  riches  of  the  Gentiles  \  and 
the  glorious  falvation  of  their  fouls  is  to  be  our  boaft. 
And,  although  much  ftiamc  and  confufion  may  attend 
the  miniftry,  through  the  malice  of  enemies,  yet 
fapcrabounding  grace  is  to  counteraft  this ;  and  joy 
in  God  as  our  portion  is  promifcd  as  a  cordial,  to 
embolden  and  bear  us  up  under  this  fhame  and  con* 
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fufiou,  all  of  which  i|  to  terminate  ia  eternal  joy; 
everiafting  joy  Jh all  be  unto  them. 

Nor  is  the  glorio^  i^lvation^  of  the  foul  all  the 
benefits  which  attend  the  miniders  of  God.  Wheo 
fuch  are  received  into  a  man's  boufe*  to  preach  the 
word  of  God  to  the  famityj  not  only  the  man  and  his 
family  are  under  the  curfe  of  Godj  but  the  curfe  it 
upon  all  the  work  of  bis  hands,  whether  he  be  rich 
or  poor>  and  upon  ail  that  he  hath ;  the  very  ground 
is  curfed.  Gen.  iii.  17.  Yea  even  the  Jewifh  priefts, 
who  lived  on  the  tithes  and  offerings  of  Ifrael>  though 
they  called  thefe  offerings  blefTings^  and  they  were 
blefled  with  a  ceremonial  blelCng,  yet  the  law  made 
nothing  perfed>  it  fandified  neither  the  man  nor  his 
property.  God  tells  the  Jewifh  priefts  that  be  had 
eurfed  their  bieffings  becaufe  they  laid  not  their  fina 
to  heart,  Mai.  ii.  a;  and  Paul  declares  ihsxtmiQ  tbcm 
(bat  are  defied  and  unbelieving  is  nofbing  jwe;  hut 
even  their  mind  and  confcienee  is  defiled j  Titus  i.  15. 
Adam  by  his  fin  forfeited  all,  and  brought  a  curfe 
upon  his  pofterity,  and  upon  all  the  world..  The 
fecond  Adam  is  now  heir  of  all  things^  and  all 
things  are  now  put  into  the  covenant  of  promifcf 
we  have  the  fromife  of  the  life  that  mw  is,  and  of  that 
v^bicb  is  to  come,  i  Tim.  iv.  8.  But  thefe  bieffings 
are  to  the  heirs  of  promife  i  and  this  heirffup  is  made 
luanifeft  upon  our  believing :  For  we  are  all  the  cbil- 
dven  of  Gad  by  faith  in  Cbriji  Jefus,  andbeirs  according 
ta  the  promife.  Gal.  iii.  ^6,  29.  Whofocvcr,  there- 
{Qt%  receiveth  them  whom  the  Lord  fends^  re* 
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tciv€th  Chrlft  in  thctn^  Matt.  x.  40.     And  thofe  that 
thus  receive  the  Lord  In  faith  and  lore  become  heirS 
of  God,  heirs  of  promifc,  and  heirs  of  the  grace  of 
life  J  and  fuch  are  called  to  inherit  God's  bleffing,  i 
Pet.  ill.  9.     And  this  bleffing  brings  a  confecration 
upon  the  man,  upon  his  houfe,  and  upon  aH  that 
he  hath}  ^4^  a?ul  tbrejby  O  daughter  of  Zm  j  fir  I 
iffill  make  thine  horns  irofty  and  I  wUl  make  thy  hoofi 
ira/sy  and  thou  jhalt  beat  in  pieces  many  people:  and 
fwill  confecrate  their  gain  unto  the  Lord,  and  their 
fiibfiance  unto  the  Lord  of  the  whole  earth,  Micah  \r. 
13.    Chrift^s  minifters  are  here  called  the  daughters 
6f  Zion,  as  they  are  elfewhere  called  Wifdom's 
ttiaidens;  Wifdom  bath  buildei  her  houje^fhe  hath  hewn 
wther  feuen  pillars.    She  hath  killed  her  heajs,  flu 
hath  mingled  hir  wine^  fie  hath  fumified  her  table, 
Jbe  hath fent  forth  her  maidens^  Prov.  ix.  1 — 3,  Thcit 
horn  fets  forth  the  power  of  their  anointing;  theii" 
hoofs  fliew  their  firm  .Handing  in  the  Lord  by 
faith;  their  horns  being  iron,  is  to  (hew  the  de- 
firuftion  of  their  enemies,  being  a  favour  of  death 
unto  death  ta  them  s  and  trampling  them  with  the 
hoof  fets  forth  their  viftory  over  them.    They  are 
bid  to  ariie  and  threfh,  which  is  beating  off  the  chaff 
from  the  wheat,  or  fcparating  the  eleft  from  the 
l-eprobate.    Beating  them  to  pieces  is  breaking  the 
hearts  and  fpirits  of  poor  finners  -,  for  God  dwells 
Wifh  them  that  are  of  a  broken  fpirit  -,  while  others 
are  dafhed  in  pieces  like  a  potter's  vcffel.  Rev.  ii,  271 
fo  that  they  arc  furc  to  be  broken  one  way  or  other. 

Da 
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Such  as  are  broken  and  made  contrite  by  the  word 
are  made  temples  of  the  living  God ;  and  the  Holf 
Ghoft  fays  that  he  will  confecrate  their  gai^  unto  the 
Lord,  and  their  fubftance  unto  the  Lord  of  the  whole 
earth,  Mlcah  iv.  ij.  Thus  God's  fcrvants  bring 
God's  bkfling  to  thefe  converts,  and  this  blefling 
refts  upon  them>  and  upon  their  gain  and  fubftance, 

,  and  is  the  only  confecrarion  that  reds  upon  it;  and 
it  is  to  be  confecrated  to  the  Lord  God  of  the  whole 
earth,  which  is  Chrift ;  7'be  God  of  the  whole  earth 

Jhall  he  he  called^  Ifai.  liv.  5.  Now  what  is  given  to 
the  Lord's  fcrvants  as  fuch  is  given  co  him,  as  may 
be  feen  in  Paul's  words  to  the  Philippians ;  But  I 
have  ally  and  abound-,  I  am  full,  having  received  of 
Epapbroditus  the  things  which  were  Jent  from  you,  an 
odour  of  a  fweet fmell,  afacrifce  acceptable,  well  pleaf- 
ing  to  Gcd,  Phil.  iv.  18.  And  Chrift  himfelf  will 
proclaim  this  at  the  general  judgment ;  /  tvas  an 
hungred^  and  ye  gave  me  meat;  thirjly^  and  ye  gave 
me  drink.  This  gain  had  been  confecrated ;  and  no 
other  property  but  that  of  believers  has  any  divine 
cohfccration  upon  it;  for  God  himfelf  gives  an  awful 
defcription  of  the  finner's  fubftancc  before  his  bleff- 
ing  and  confecration  comes  upon  it.  And  it  Jhall 
come  to  pafs  after  the  end  offeventy  years ^  that  the  Lord 

I  will  viftt  Tyre,  and  jhe  Jhall  turn  to  her  hire^  and  Jhall 
commit  fornication  with  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  world 
upon  the  face  of  the  earth.  And  her  merchandize  and 
her  hire  Jhall  be  holinefs  to  the  Lord:  it  JbaU  not  be 
treafUred  nor  laid  up:  for  her  merchandize  JbaU  be  for 
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ibem  that  dwell  before  the  Lord^  to  eat  Jufficiendyy  aid 
for  durable  clothing.  Ifai.  xxiiL  17,  18.  Tyre  was  a 
noted  city  for  idolatry;  and  her  being  famous,  or 
rather  infamoiMij  for  this  brought  much  trade  and 
wealth  to  her  merchants.  Her  merchandize  and 
hire  is  the  hire  of  an  harlot ;  the  wages  of  her  for* 
nication,  the  gains  of  idolatry,  is  the  hire  of  a  whore ; 
and  the  ftipend  of  an  idolatrous  pried  is  the  price 
of  a  dog,  Dcut.  xxiii.  1  &  ;  both  of  which  the  cere- 
monial law  forbids,  fiut  the  merchandize  and  hire 
of  the  Tyrians  is  to  be  boline/s  to  tb^  Lord.  It  is  to 
be  confecrated^  and  then  to  be  called  holinefs  to  the 
Lord ;  it  is  not  to  be  treafured  nor  laid  up.  Her' 
merchandize  and  her  hirefbaU  be  for  them  that  dwell 
before  the  Lord;  fuch  as  (land  fail  in  Chrift^  who 
appears  in  the  prefence  of  God  for  us;  and  who 
ftand  before  Chrift,  and  minifter  in  his  name  to  his 
people.  It  is  to  fupply  them  with  food  and  raiment, 
and  fo  it  follows  j  for  her  merchandize  Jball  be  for 
them  that  dwell  before  the  Lord ^  to  eat  Jufficientlyy  and 
for  durable  clothing.  There  is  a  prophecy  that  went 
before  iipon  this  head,  concerning  the  converHoo  of 
Tyre,  and  her  coming  to  Zion ;  And  the  daughter  of 
Tyre  Jball  be  there  with  a  gift  i  even  the  riih  among 
the  people  Jball  entreat  thy  favour.  Pfa.xlv.  12.  Nor 
do  I  believe  that  there  is  one  minifter  of  the  Spirit 
in  a  thoufand  that  reaps,  even  in  this  fenfe,  one 
tench  of  what  he  fows ;  I  mean  even  in  carnal  things. 
The  ark  was  a  lively  type  of  Chriftj  Jnd  the  Lord 
blejfed  the  boufe  of  Obed-edom^  and  all  that  pertaimd. 
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unU  bitn^  hecdufe  ef  the  ark  of  God^  %  Sam.  vi.  12^ 
But  we  have  no  account  that  he  fent  any  chbg^aw^y 
ivith  it.     Lajl^an  had  but  little  when  Jacob  went  to 
fiiai;  but  God  blefled  \i\m  from  thfc  time  of  his  fird 
coming,  and  in<:reafed  his  cattle  till  it  became  ^$ 
fDuUitude  i  and,  had  not  the  God  of  Ifaac  been  with 
Jacob,  J^ob  after  ^1  would  hay^  been  fent  emptf 
away.     Jofeph's  matter  \j^  Egypt  exp(srienccd  the 
Tao^ic  blefiing  under  the  iervitude  of  Jofeph ;  and  al) 
that  he  got  for  his  fervice  was  faUe  imprifonment^ 
It  is  true  Pharaoh  promoted  JoTeph,  and  made  him 
rkk  ixL  the  fecond  cbaript;  but  then  it  ihogld  be 
conCdered  that  Jofepb  ^t  h&  bought  up  all  the  lam) 
of  Egypt  for  the  crown,  esccept  the  land  of  the 
priefts,  and  &yed  {the  whole  country  from  perifhipg 
by  famine^     Many  were  pnriched  both  ia  fpirituals 
a4)d  teippor^ls  by  Pau}»  when  he  fuSered  hunger, 
poldi  and  nakednefs  himfclf;  and  he  owns  both,  even 
his  own  poverty  and  thpir  lyealth  ^  a4  ftwr 9  yet  making 
f^any  ricby  a  Cor.  vi.  lo.    And  there  ^re  fevera} 
f$aulies  in  the  worjld  that  i  myfelf  knpwj  who  were 
fo  bjefled  under  )ixe  fmiles  of  providence  afctr  they 
had  recjciv^cd  the  gofpel,  that  they  them&lves  faw  it, 
wondered  at  it»  ow^ied  it,  and  co^fel^  it;  and  in 
this  God  fulfils  bis  promifef  The  remnant  of  Jacob 
Jball  be  m  the  midft  of  m^ny  people^  as  a  dew  from  the 
hardy  as  the  fhevo firs  upon  the  grafsy  that  tarrietb  pot 
for  tnan,  nor  waketbfor  tUJons  ofmep^  Micah  v,  7. 
jGod  makes  his  feryants  both  a  dew  and  a  lhower| 
imd  pxany  jbdtpffin^  u%  4i^l^  upon  the  people  tl^gt 
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TCCcWc  them.  /  will  mah  tbem^  and  the  places  round 
iibout  my  inlly  a  hleffifig\  and  I  will  caufe  thejbnwer 
to  ct)me  down  in  bis  Jeajon:  there  Jhall  he  fl>owers  rf 
liefingSf  Exek.  xxxiv,  26.  And  I  bcRcvc  that  if 
all  God's  real  children,  who  vc  led  to  confide  in  his 
providence,  would  carefully  examine  matters,  they 
would  fct  their  feal  to  the  truth  of  Chrift's  protnife, 
Seekyefirft  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  his  righteoufnejs^ 
md  all  tbefe  things  Jhall  be  added  unto  you.  Matt  vL 
33 ;  I  mean  that  fuch  fouls  would  confefs,  chat  their 
feeking  the  kingdom  of  God  went  before,  and  that 
moft  of  their  temporal  blcffings  came  upon  them 
afterwards.  But  1  believe  none  of  the  Lord's  feedf- 
tnen  reap  fo  bountifuHy  as  they  fow.  Paul  com- 
plains of  this;  IVbo  goeth  a  warfare  at  any  time  at: 
bis  own  charges  ?  Who  flanteth  a  vineyard,  and  eatetb 
not  of  tbi  fruit  thereof?  Or  who  feedeth  a  flock,  and 
eatetb  not  of  the  milk  of  the  flock?  Say  I  tbefe  things 
as  a  man,  or  faith  not  the  law  the  fame  alfo  t  Far  it  is 
written^  in  the  law  of  Mofes,  Tboufl^alt  not  muzzle  the 
mouth  of  the  ox  that  treadeth  out  the  com.  Doth  God 
take  care  for  oxen^  or  faith  he  it  altogether  for  our  fakes? 
For  our  fakes  no  doubt  this  is  written ;  that  he  that 
pUwethJhould  plow  in  hope,  and  that  be  ibaf  threfheth 
m  hope  fhould  he  partaker  of  his  hope.  If  we  have 
fown  unta  youjpiritual  things,  is  it  a  greaf  fhafter  ^ 
we  Jhall  reap  your  carnal  things  ?  i  Cor.  ix.  7 —  1 1, 

All  profcffing  people  muft  and  Ihall  be  feedfmen  t 
tfiey  (hall  fow  either  to  the  Spirit  or  to  the  flefli ; 
and  wbatfoevef  ttmanfowetb,  thatfliait  be  dlfo  reap. 
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niches  and  honour  come  of  God;  he  maketh  poor# 
and  maketh  rich ;  and^  if  they  have  no  heart  to 
further  his  caufe,  he  will  fo  entangle  thcni,  that  they 
(hall  fupport  hia  enemies.  Paul  obfervcs  fome  to 
whom  providence  had  been  tnoft  bountifi^l,  who 
thereupon  grew  proud,  haughty,  and  covetous; 
Charge  jhem  tk^t  are  rich  in  this  world  not  to  he  high-- 
minded,  nor  truft  in  uncertain  riches^  i  Tim.  vi.  17. 

Others  were  fp  charmed  with  providence,  that 
divine  grace  grew  quit?:  out  of  favour^  they  fet  their 
,  whole  heart  upon  their  wealth,  and  fuppofcd  that 
gain  was  godlinefs.  But  in  this  they  erred ;  For  th^ 
love  of  money  is  the  root  of  all  evil:  which  while  fome 
coveted  after  they  have  erred  from  the  faith  ^  andpereei 
fhemfelves  through  with  many  forrows^  i  Tinii'vi,  10, 

Others  ufecj  their  wealth  in  making  provifion  for 
the  flcfh,  to  fplfil  the  lulls  thereof;  thefe  fell  into  iemp^ 
fation  andafnar^y  and  intg  manyfoolifh  and  hurtful  lufis^ 
which  drown  men  in  deJlruSlion  and  perdition^  i  Tim, 
vi.  9,  Paul  tells  the  churqh  at  Coripth  (hat  they  had 
many  inftru(Jlors,  but  not  many  fathers,  for  he  bad 
begotten  them :  yet  they  feem  to  have  been  illiberal 
to  Paul,  but  nop  fo  to  the  falfe  apoftles.  Hence  he 
afks  them,  -^  v^e  have  fown  unto  youfpiritual  things^ 
is  it  a  gr^at  thing  if  we  fhall  reap  your  carnal  things? 
ff  others  be  partakers  of  this  power  over  ^ouy  are  not 
we  rather?  i  Cor.  ix,  11,  12,  Thofe  that  ufcd  this 
power  over  thetn  were  the  miniftcrs  of  Satan,  who 
fet  themfelvcs  up  to  examine  Paul;  My  anfwer  ta 
tkm  fkttt  (xamm  me  is  this— rcsd  I  Cor,  ix;  3*    Th^ 


(    41     ) 

apoftk  takes  notice  of  this,  and  enforces  the  ordi- 
nance  of  God  in  the  fupport  of  the  miniftry ;  Even 
Jo  hath  God  ordained^  that  they  who  preach  the  go/fel 
Jhould  live  of  the  go/pel.  But  Paul,  being  a  finglc 
man,  and  having  learned  a  trade,  would  not  be  be- 
holden to  them,  but  made  his  hands  minifter  to  his 
neceflities,  as  others  have  done  who  are  engaged  in 
the  fame  work.  And  it  is  obfervable  that  many^ 
who  have  appeared  the  moll  illiberal  in  the  cauie  of 
Godj  have  been  fo  entangled  in  Satan's  fnares  as  (o 
conjume  it  upon  their  lufts,  James  iv.  3. 

Others  have  been  entangled  with  errors ;  and,  in 
oppofition  to  the  truth,  have  been  at  great  expenfe 
in  fupporting  the  fame.  And  others,  like  the  Co* 
rinthiansi  have  been  fo  zealoufly  afie£ted  by  wolves, 
that  they  have  brought  themfelves  low  in  circum« 
ftances  by  fupporting  the  vileft  impoftors.  But  God 
ever  has,  and  ever  will  raife  up,  fome  who  (hall 
be  real  and  hearty  friends  to  his  fervants,  and  to  hi» 
own ,  caufe.  Paul  had  his  Onefiphorus,  who  often 
rcfreflied  him,  and  was  not  afhamed  of  his  chsun^ 
and  in  many  things  miniftered  to  him  at  Ephefus, 
2  Tim.  i.  16.  The  Philippians  were  fo  remarkably 
generous  to  him^  that  from  the  very  beginning  of 
the  gofpel  among  them  they  were  careful  of  him  ; 
and  this  their  care  flouriflied  again  and  again.  Jnd 
even  in  Thejfalonica  they  Jent  once  and  again  unto  his 
neceffitiesy  till  he  was  full  and  abounded^  as  appears  in 
the  fourth  chapter  of  his  epiftle  to  that  church, 
thrift  will  have  fome  that  fhall  receive  and  abide 
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by  hk  ienranrs.  Some  fliall  fow  to  the  Spirit,  and 
fcme  flhall  fow  to  the  Be(h :  hut,  let  the  feed  be 
whatever  it  may,  the  crop  and  harveft  fball  be  anr* 
fwerabte.  Even  as  I  kavejeen,  feys  Job,  /ifejr  /At/ 
j^/ra?  iniquity  and  few  wtckednefsy  reap  the  fame ,  chap, 
iv.  8.  He  that  feweth  to  the  flejb  foaU  of  the  Jkjb 
Peap  corrtiption  i  kut  be  that  foweth  to  the  Jpirit  fiall 
ef  the ^ritr£ap  life  everlafiing.  Gal.  vi.  8. 

Eternal  life  lies  in  the  purpofe  of  God :  we  are 
ordained  to  it;  it  is  given  to  us  in  Chrift,  and  is:  hid 
with  Chrift  in  God.  It  ii  trcafured  up  in  the  pro- 
mife  of  the  gofpel,  and  fccurcd  in  the  covenant  of 
.grace;  It  is  manife fted  in  us  by  the  operations  of 
the  Spirit  quickening  us.  It  is  enjoyed  by  a  fcnfe 
of  pardon  and  juftificationi  which  is  unto  life.  The 
incorruptible  feed  of  life  is  in  faith,  in  hope,  and  in 
love  I  and  all  are  pafied  from  death  to  life  who  love 
the  brethren.  .  But  the  general  harveft  is  to  be 
feaped  at  the  refurrcftion  i  for  a  fife  of  grace  if 
i^eaped  in  this  world.  It  is  a  life  of  glory  that  Paul 
ipeaks  of  when  he  fays>  Jnd  let  us  not  be  weary  in 
well-doing,  fir  in  due/eq/bn  we  JbaU  reap  if  we  faint 
not^  Gal.  vi.  9. 

Laying  dead  bodies  \n  the  ground  is  caHed  (bw-* 
iiig ;  //  isfown  in  corrnption,  it  isfown  in  dijhomury  /# 
fsjown  in  weaknefs,  it  is  Jbwn  a  natural  body.  And 
fome  of  thcfe  will  rife  in  corruption,  in.  diihonour, 
and  to  Ibanie  and  everkfting  contempt.  Dan.  xiu  2. 
This  our  Lord  calls  tbt  refurreRion  unfo  4^mnatim, 
Johtt  V.  29. 
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But  there  are  others  that  (hall  be  raifed  in  inc&r* 
rupiiafi,  inghry^  in  fw>€r^  and  with  a  ^ritual  body. 
The  Holy  Ghoft,  to  whom  the  faints  have  fowed, 
fliall  change  our  vile  bodies^  and  fafhion  theqi  like 
UDto  Chrift's  glorious  body.     In  this  the  faints  (hall 
appiear  before  their  Jiidge ;  when  he  will  own9  ac- 
knowledge, and  approve,  all  that  received  him  in 
his  members,  and  all  that  fed  him,  clothed  him,  and 
viiited  him,  whether  lick  or  in  prifon. 
•   Chrift  is  afcended  far  above  all  heavens^  that  bi 
might  fill  all  tbingSy  Ephcf.  iv>  loj   and  by  thefe 
things  are  chiefly  meant  his  children,  which,  in 
allu0on  to  the  veflTels  of  the  temple,  are  called  veflels, 
cups^  bowls,  and  flagons,  Ifai.  xxii.  24 ;  Zecb.  ix. 
1 5.     The  fanftuary  and  veiiels  of  the  miniftry  were 
purged  by  the  blood  of  beafts ;  //  was  therefore  ne- 
Mejfary  that  the  patterns  of  things  in  the  bean)ens  fhould 
h  purified  mtb  thefe y  but  the  heavenly  things  themf elves 
with  better  Jacrifices  than  tbefe^  Heb.  ix.  23.     Thefe 
heavenly  things,  which  are  purified  by  the  blood  of 
Chrift,  and  in  whom  the  atonement  and  the  trea* 
ftira  of  divine  grace  are  hid,  are  to  be  filled.    Every 
^race,  though  perfeft  in  its  kind,  is,  with  refpef);  to 
degrees,  imperfed ;  fomething  is  ftill  wanting,  and 
that  which  is  wanting  cannot  be  numbered^  Ecclef.  1. 
;5.     But  a  fulncfe  is  promifed;  /  will  caufe  thofe 
that  love  me  tg  inherit  JubftancCy  and  I  will  fill  their 
treafureSy  Prov,  viii.  21. 

Our  light  is  but  the  day  dawn  or  morning  ftar  at 
fljoft,  and  is  no  more  than  a  prelude  to  perfea  <lay. 
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Our  knowledge  is  very  {hallow,  and  far  from  per- 
fcftion/  mixed  with  much  darkncft  and  confufion  • 
but  above  it  will  be  perfedcd.  Our  reft  is  oftcnr 
difturbed,  and  peace  Jadly  interrupted,  by  the  things 
which  dilquiet  the  mind.  Love  often  waxes  cold 
when  the  divine  Lover  ftands  aloof,  and  when  love 
vifits  arc  not  paid.  Joy  is  not  fulli  it  is  often  coun- 
terbalanced by  bitternefs  and  by  days  of  adverfuy. 
In  the  beft  faint  there  is  hungering  and  thirfting, 
defiring  and  longing,  hoping,  watching,  and  waiting. 
And  this  fpiritual  poverty  muft  remain  till  the  king- 
dom of  heaven  takes  place  i  then  mourning  Ihali 
give  way  to  comfort,  weeping  (ball  give  place  to 
laughter,  meeknefs  (hall  yield  to  the  thoufand  years' 
reign  in  the  new  earth  ;  and  all  patience  in  waiting 
for  the  inheritance  (hall  remain  at  the  foot  of  the 
mount,  when  we  afcend  into  the  hill  of  the  Lordj 
and  ftand  in  his  holy  place. 

The  Holy  Spirit  is  not  only  the  fpirit  of  grace, 
but  he  is  the  fpirit  of  glory  alfo,  i  Peter  iv,  14. 
When  Chrift  was  crucified  God  laid  the  foundations 
of  the  earthy  and  at  the  refurredlion  of  the  juft  he 
will  ^lant  the  heavens^  Ifa.  li.  16.  The  fure  mercies 
cf  David  are,  the  Holy  Spirit  and  his  grace  9  Of  bis 
mercy  hefaved  us,  by  the  ivajhing  cf  regeneration  and 
renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  Titus  iii.  5.  By  this  re- 
generating and  renewing,  a  fpiritual  family  is  raifcd 
up  for  God;  and  when  this  family  is  fettled  in  glory. 
mercy  mil  be  built  up  for  ever^  and  the  faithfulnefs  of 
God  will  be  eftablifbed  in  the  very  heavens^  Pfalm 
Ixxxix.  2. 
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The  ever  blefled  and  ever  adorable  Spirit  is  the 
implanterof  all  grace;  every  fruit  of  his  is  produced 
in  the  foul  under  his  influence  and  operations ;  and 
they  are  his  cheering  breezes  which  animate  them, 
give  them  all  their  motion  and  exercife,  and  from 
his  power  they  emit  all  their  fragrance.  The  Sa» 
▼idur's  facrifice  is  of  no  ufe  to  us  unlefs  the  Holy 
Spirit  realizes  the  atonement  to  our  confciencci  and 
gives  us  by  faith  a  participation  of  his  faving  bene-* 
fits.  //  is  the  Spirit  that  quickenetb^  the  flejb  profiutb 
nothing:  the  words  that  I  /peak  unto  you^  tbey  are 
fpiritj  and  tbey  are  life,  John  vi.  56,  63*  Hence  the 
Holy  Spirit  in  the  church  is  called  a  Ringing  well, 
living  water  fpringing  up,  which  makes  the  church  a 
fountain  Jealed,  Cant.  iv.  la.  And  every  grace  that 
appears  in  exercife^  whether  faith,  hope,  or  love>  joy^ 
meeknefs,  or  humility,  every  confeflTion  or  ^^etition^ 
all  thanks,  praifes,  or  rejoicings,  all  fympathy  with 
Chrift  in  his  fufferings,  all  pious  concern  for  his  ho* 
nour,  ail  fellowfhip  with  him,  whether  in  his  death 
or  refurredion,  all  gratitude  to  him,  zeal  for  him« 
or  godly  valour  in  fiis  caufe,  are  fo  many  fprings 
rifing  from  this  fountain,  and  playing  the  enlivening 
dreams  through  the  Mediator  into  the  Father  of 
mercies  and  God  of  all  comfort.  God  fecketh  fuch 
to  worfhip  him  as  (hall  worlhip  him  in  fpirit-  and  in 
truth.  It  is  the  Holy  Spirit  that  draws  the  image 
of  God  upon  the  foul ;« and  it  is  this  image  that  is 
tbe  beauty  of  tbe  Lord  our  God  upon  usy  Pf.  xc.  17. 
And  every  foul  renewed^  and  thus  formed  for  God's 
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fttik^Wi^Jb^  theLordinibibidUtf  cfMinrf^^  (i 
Chron.  xvi.  29)  and  none  clfe. 

Thus^  my  dear  frtendS)  have  I  endeavoured  to  fee 
before  you  and  all  others  what  litde  I  underftand  of 
fowing  to  the  SjHrit,  and  of  reaping  eternal  life  from 
the  fame.  I  have  alfo  two  more  branches  of  tht 
iame  heavenly  myfteries>  which  I  ihall  be  glad  to 
fend  you  when  God  permits.  One  is  upon  th$ 
emilems  of  the  Spirit,  and  the  other  is  upon  the  fub^ 
}cQ:  of  bis  divine  anointing  i  till  then^  farewell..  I 
hear  much  of  your  great  fuccefs ;  it  confirms  what 
I  k>ng  fince  have  written.  God  make  you  both 
the  father  and  the  nurfe  of  thoufands  of  millions^ 
and  let  your  feed  pofleis  the  gate  of  thofc  which  hate 
them.    Amen. 

Ever  yours  in  the  befl  of  bondsj 

W.  HUNTINGTON,  S.  S. 


EMBLEMS  OF  THE  SPIRIT, 

AND   HIS 

ETERNAL   UNCTION. 


To  the  Rev.  J.  Jenkins,  Lewes,  Suffeni  md  Rev^ 
W.  J.  Brooke,  Brighten. 

BELOVED  IN  THE  LORD, 

I  HAV£  for  fome  time  had  a  defire  to  fend  * 
you  a  few  thoughts  upon  the  emblems  of  the  Holjr 
Spirit,  with  which,  to  my  view,  the  word  of  God 
abounds.  For  I  am  fully  perfuaded  that  the  dif<« 
fereot  metaphors  made  uie  of  in  the  fcriptures  to  fee 
forth  the  Spirit's  work  in  the  fouls  of  men  are  in« 
tended  to  inHruft  us  in  his  difierent  influences  and 
operations.  For,  as  therp  are  many  figures  ufed, 
and  all  thefe  are  different  from  each  other,*  fo  ibere 
are  dherfitUs  ofgifts^  hit  the  fame  Spirit.  And  there 
are  diverfitUs  of  operations^  hut  it  is  the  fame  God 
which  worketb  all  in  alL  i  Cor.  xii.  4.  6. 

The  firft  of  thefe  which  I  (hall  confSder  is  chat 
of  wind.  But,  as  wind  has  difierent  efit6ts  upon  us» 
according  to  the  p<nnt  it  blows  from,  f;}  we  Ttad  of 
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two  to  which  the  Holy  Spirit  is  compared.  Awake^ 
O  north  wind^  and  came  thou  foutb^  blow  upon  ^y 
garden^  that  the  /pices  thereof  may  flow  out.  Cant-  iv. 
1 6.  Cold  cometb  out  of  the  norths  fays  Job,  but  our 
garments  are  warm  when  be  quieteth  the  earth  with 
bisfoutb  wind\  chap,  xxxvii.  9,  17.  The  wind  is  one 
and  the  fame  element,  let  it  blow  from  what  quarter 
it  may ;  though  the  influence  upon  us  is  diflFerent 
according  to  the  quarter  it  blows  from.  So  the 
operations  of  the  Spirit  are  widely  different  upon  the 
fouls  pf  men.  The  fpoufe  fays.  Awake ^  O  north 
wind.  This  fignifies  an  alarm  to  a  foul  at  eafe :  it  is 
intended  to  awaken  the  mind  when  we,  like  the  wife 
and  foolifh  virgins,  are  flumbering  and  fleeping.  It 
calls  up  our  attention,  and  excites  us  to  watchfulnefs; 
it  leads  to  felf-examination;  and  brings  a  man,  like 
^he  prodigal,  to  himftlf.  The  Holy  Ghoft  in  his 
firft  work  is  fct  forth  by  this  north  wind. 

The  word  of  the  Lord  came  exprefsly  to  Ezekiel  the 
friefty  the  fon  of  Buzi,  in  the  land  of  the  Chaldeans, 
by  the  river  Chebar  5  and  the  hand  of  the  hard  was 
there  upon  him.  And  Hooked^  and,  behold,  a  whirl" 
wind  came  out  of  the  north f.  a  great  cloud,  and  a  fire 
infolding  it/elf,  and  a  brigbtnefs  was  about  it.  Ezek. 
i.  3,  4.  The  whole  vifion  which  appears  in  this 
chapter  is  an  exhibition  of  Ifraers  deliverance  frotxi 
captivity,  which  is  a  type  of  a  greater  deliverance, 
namely,  that  of  fubjecting  the  Gentiles  to  the  obe- 
dience of  Chrift,  and  delivering  them  from  the  yoke 
of  fin  and  Saun.    The  whirlwind  is  the  Holy  Spirit; 
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the  cloud  reprcfents  the  favour  of  God.  Prov.  xvi. 
15.  The  cherubims  fet  forth  the  niinistefs  of  the 
gblpel.  Rev,  v,  9.  The  wheels,  which  move  in 
concert  with  the  cherubims,  are  the  churches.  Cant, 
^i.  II,  in  the  act  of  worlhip.  The  Ipirit  of  the 
living  creatures  being  in  the  wheels,  (hews  the  Spirit 
of  God  to  be  both  in  the  leaders  of  worlhip  and  in 
the  worfhippers.  The  man -on  the  throne  above  is 
Chrift  glorified.  Ezek.  1.  a6,  27.  Ms  throne  re- 
prcfents him  as  king  of  Zion,  going  forth  conquering 
and  to  conquer,  and  fo  letting  up  his  kingdom  in 
the  world.  And  by  Peter  we  read  of  a  church  in 
Babylon,  where  this  viGon  appeared.  And  the 
Holy  Ghoft  as  a  north  wind  is  fet  fbrth  as  attending 
the  labours  of  the  cherubims,  apjf^ying  the  word, 
alarming  and  awakening;  ihakTng"and  unfettling 
poor  finners  who  are  in  carnal  (eeuricy.  The  fitc 
that  attends  this  divine  and  majeftic  tcene  is^  repre^ 
(ented  as  infolding  itfelf  or  catching  itfelf  in;  'though 
upon  every  emillion  light  was  diffufcd,  for  there  was 
k  brightnefs  round  about ;  but  the  fire  was  caught 
in  and  not  fcattered  abroad.  The  longing  foul  often 
feels  the  warmth  and  catches  at  it,  but  it  is  caught 
in  again.    By  the  fire  I  underfland, 

I.  The  promiics  of  God,  called  live  coals  from 
the  altar,  Ifa.  vi.  6 ;  which  altar  is  Chrift. 

0.  The  fire  of  divine  love  attending  the  appli- 
cation of  the  promifess  but  thefe  were  caught  in, 
only  a  brightnefs  appeared,  jufl  to  difcover  fin  and 
our  danger,  and  a  north  whirlwind  to  make  the  fmner 

E 
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fMne  v4  trcmblo  m  jbfi  voice  pf  dio  chf  ri|MiP>> 
^  th^  prophet  Kai^h  <iid  a$  ?hj  cry  of  the  fcraphi<n, 
wbwi  he  f^id,  Ifb  is  me,  fir  I  awt  un^on^  The  vit- 
(ioii  wag  nearly  the  (^tpcj  yrhicH  was  (qtn  by  jifaiah 
in  the  templC)  m  that  which  appeared  to  SfZekiel  ifi 
Chaldea.  Ifaiah  was  converted  at  the  app^^rance  of 
ihat,  ^nd  fo  ^re  the  Gentite^  ^t  the  appe^r^nce  pf 
this,  ^nd,  if  (he  Almighty  would  open  fo  rpajellic 
afcepe  to  convert  oneperfon,  much'wpre  fo  when 
the  kingdoms  of  this  world  ihall  become  the  king- 
doms of  Chriil;  This  whirlwind  of  the  north  is  a 
display  pf  the  Spirit's  operations  in  his  convincing 
and  convifting  work;  when  cutting  reproofs  and 
.rebukes  are  gi^»  whfo  the  Spirit  contends  with 
finncrs,  and  ^ffpi^^fs  angry;  when  God  comes' near 
to  them  .in  Jud^oa^ntj  and  appears  a  fwiS:  witnef^ 
4gainft  thetn^  j^l;^.  iii.  5 ;  and  when  inquifition  is  made 
for  iniquity^  Jpfalm  ix-  12.  The  awakened  (inner 
trembles  and  fqars,  at  the  nea  r  pproaches  of  God;  he 
knows  that  terrible  majefty  is  ai;  hand,  which  fills 
him  with  confteroacion  and  dread ;  his  (ins  rife  up 
in  his  mind,  when  guilt  and  Ihame  fly  i;n  his  face^ 
and  his  coiifuQon  covers  bin) ;  which  fills  him  with 
an  army  of  terrors  and  dreadful  apprehenfions,  with 
diftrefs  and  anguiihj  having  no  hope,  and  (inking, 
as  he  imagines,  into  defperate  forrow  and  endlefs 
ruin.  All  thefe  things,  as  I  before  obferved,  are 
not  the  quickening  operations  pf  the  Spirit,  for  that 
is.fct  forth  by  another  emblem,  This  north  wind  is 
his  convincing  and  reproving  work,  as  may  be  fren 
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in  anocbcr  vi(ion,   which  was  opened  to  Ezekieli 

,  wbercin  the  houfc  of  IfracI  is  fct  fprth  before  the 
prophet  as  a  multitude  of  dry  bones  in  a  low  vallef, 
which  is  their  hopelefs  and  low  eftate.     The  prophet 

.13  bid  to  prophefy  upon  thcfc  bones :  So  I  frpfhtjied 

.  AS  I  was  commanded:  and  as  I  propbejied  there  was  a 
nQtfey  and  heboid  ajhaking^  and  tbe  bones  came  togetber, 
hme  to  bis  bone.  Ezek.  xxxvii.  7,  8.     But  there  was 

: no  breath  in  them.   They  were  awakened  andakrmed^ 

ibut  not  quickened. 

The  miniftry  of  John,  the  harbinger  of  our  Lord, 
who  was  to  go  before  him  in  the  fpirit  and  power  of 

.EliaSi  feems  to  come  chieBy  with  this  whirlwind  of 
the  north.     The  ftrange  apparel  that  he  wore,  his 

.  rural  life  in  the  wildernefs,  his  auftere  appearance, 
and  the  coarfe  fare  on  which  he  lived;  his  ftrange 
garment)  his  rough  manners,  thundering  voice,  fie^y 
seal,  and  terrible  tidings,  of  laying  the  ax  to  the  root, 
cutting  down  the  fruitlefs  trees,  and  cafting  them  into 
the  fire.     Fanning  the  barn's  floor,  gathering  the 

.  wheat  into  the  barn,  and  burning  the  chaff  with  fire 
unquenchable,  &c.  Even  our  Lord  himfelf  calls 
John's  ininiftry  a  mourning,  and  tells  the  Jews  ^Jjat 
they  did  not  weep  to  John.  But  he  calls  his  own  a 
piping,  and  fays  they  did  not  dance  to  him.  The 
operations  of  the  Spirit  by  the  miniftry  of  John  will 

.  appear  more  plainly  if  we  confidcr  the  prophecy  that 
went  before,  ^he  fuoice  of  him  that  crieth  in  tbe  wil- 
deme/sy  Prepare  ye  the  way  of  the  Lordy  (sfc.  Ifa.  xl.  3^ 

.  Tbetuoiee  faid^  Cry.  Andhejaid^  What  Jhall  I  cry?  All 

'    E2 
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Jtefi^  isfr^s^  and  all  the  goodlinifs  tbererf  is  as  tbejhwir 
ef  the  field.  The  gra/s  wiiberetb,  the  flower  fadeth^ 
hecaufe  the  Spirit  of  the  Lordbkwetb  upon  it  :^/urely 
the  people  is  gra/s.  The  griffs  wiihereib,  the  flower 
fadefhf  but  the  word  of  our  God  Jbatl  ft  and  for  ev&r. 
I(a.  xL  6,  7>  8.  Nothing  cheering^  enlivening, 
nouriifaingy  ftrengthening,  or  comforting,  is  fet 
forth  under  this  blowing  of  the  S[Hric.  Withering 
and  fading  are  the  only  cfitds  of  it;  which  (hews  it 
is  the  north  wind,  or  the  Spirit  applying  the  law. 
,  The  north  wind  is  a  nipping,  chilling,  cutting  wind, 
and  by  no  means  pleafant  to  us,  or  productive  of 
fruitfulhefs*  So  lays  the  prophet,  ^he  people  is  grafs^ 
and  the  grafs  withertth^  hecaufe  the  Spirit  of  God  hlow^ 
eth  upon  it.  Under  this  dreadful  alarm  all  carnal 
pleafure  and  mirths  all  happinefs  in  the  pleafures  of 
fin,  wealth,  or  honour;  all  delight  in  worldly  com- 
pany, in  a  form  of  godlinefs,  or  whatever  men  re- 
joice in,  or  pride  themfelves  ^pon,  wither,  jfll  the 
trees  of  the  field  are  withered:  hecaufe  j&f  is  withered 
away  from  the  fons  of  men.  .  Joel  i.  1 2.  The  in- 
numerable multitudeof  the  huiBan  race,  their  flouriih- 
ing  date,  and  their  frailty,  is  fet  forth  by  grafs. 
And  all  the  godlinefs  of  men  is  fet  forth  by  the  flower 
of  the  field..  But,  when  the  Spirit  blows  to  awaken, 
alarm,  convince,  and  convid,  this  gbodnejls  fades  in 
a  minute,  and,  like  Daniel's  comelinefs,  it  is  all  turned 
into  corruption,  and  we  retain  no  (Irength.  Dan^  x.  8. 
Ifaiah  calls  this  a  preparing <the  way  of  tl^e  Lord :  and 
we  qiay  caD  it  a  preparatory  work;  for^^  when  this 
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alarming  and  convincing»  reproving  and  wotindingt 
go  before,  the  good  Samaritan  is  much  wanted* 
The  whole-hearted  and  the  found  do  not  need  him> 
but  the  broken-hearted  and  the  fick  do;  and  indeed 
his  chief  bufinefi  lies  among  thefe« 

I,  (ball  now  endeavour  to  fet  forth  the  Spirit^s 
operation  by  a  wind  which  blows  from  another 
ix>int,  namely,  from  the  fbuth,  which  is  the  moft 
pleaiant  wind  of  the  four:  and  by  this  mod  pleafing 
wind  another  operation  of  the  Spirit  is  intended, 
John,  the  Lord's  forerunner^  had  finifhed  his  mini- 
dry,  and  was  gone;  the  Saviour  outlived  John, 
and  he  was  gones  and  the  followers  of  Chrift 
were  left  encompaiied  with  a  hoft  of  enemies,  as  a 
flock  of  l^mbs  in  the  midfl  of  wolves,  filled  with 
grief  and  fear,  forrow  and  fadnefs;  but,  behold,  an- 
other wind  goes  forth,  and  an  inftrument  of  mufic 
attending  it,  that  is,  a  trumpet  •,  and  one  weapon  of 
wafj  namely,  an  arrow,  goes  alfo. 

And  the  Lord  God  Jhall  hejeen  over  them^  and  bis 
,  arrow  Jhall  go  forth  as  the  lightning :  and  the  Lord  God 
Jhall  blew  the  trumpet^  and  Jhall  go  with  whirlwinds  of 
tbejouth.  Zech.  ix.  14.     This  wind  is  attended  with 
the  (bund  of  a  trumpet,  which  is  inteisded  to  call 
periihing  tinners  to  a  feaft  made  by  the  I^rd  of  hods. 
liJu-  xxvii.  13.     The  apoftles  are  the  perfons  pri- 
marily fpoken  of,  and  the  Lord  God  is  to  be  fcen, 
prefiding  over  thefe  cherubims.     An  arrow  was  tp 
^^  forth  as  lightning,  piercing  and  vinounding,  being 
iharp  in  the  hearts  of  the  king's  enemies.     Thi$  fire 
i^  not  a  fire  infolding  itfclf;  it  gpes  forth  as^Ugl^tning, 
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to  illumiii£ite  the  minds  of  men.  And  the  Lord  God 
is  to  blow  the  trumpet,  and  to  give  ic  all  its  muGc 
4nd  ititlodyi  shat  is,  the  apoftles  were  not  the  perfons 
that  were  to  fpcaik,  but  the  Lord  God,  according  t6 
this  prophecy,  is  the  Spirit  which  is  to  fpeak  in  them. 
Matt.  X.  20.  And  on  the  day  that  the  Lord  God 
was  to  go  forth  with  the  apoftles,  it  was  to  be,  ac- 
cording to  this  prediftion,  wiih  a  whirlwind  of  the 
fouth.  And  on  the  day  of  pentecoft,  when  the  apof^ 
ties  were  all  with  one  accord  in  one  place,  this  wind 
defcended.  There  came  firft  a  found  from  heaven. 
This  is  the  found  of  the  great  trumpet  which  Chrift 
foretold,  and  the  apoftles  are  the  angels  that  took  if. 
Matt.  XXIV.  3  T .  Next  comes  a  rufhing  mighty  wind; 
which  is  the  fouth  whirlwind,-  that  gathered  aU  the 
apoftles  and  difciples  within  its  vortex  j  //  JSlUd  ail 
the  houfe  where  they  were  fitting  \  emd  there  appe^ed 
cloven  tongues^  tike  as  cf  fire^  (thefc  are  the  cherubs 
or  feraphims  inflamed,  to  inflame  others),  and  it  fat 
upon  eaeh  of  them,  and  they  were  all  filled  with  the 
Holy  Ghoft^  and  began  to  fpeak  with  oth&r  tongues^  ds 
the  Spirit  gave  them  utterance^  This  is  the  Lord 
God  blowing'the  trumpet.  Afts  11.  2 — 4.  The  fire 
that  attended  the  whirlwind  of  the  north,  was  always 
caught  in  again,  nothing  was  left  but  a  brighrnefi, 
a  ray  of  light  to  attend  the  reproofs  that.were  ^iv^i^ 
•for  all  things  that  ar^  reproved  dri'  hfdde  fkanifhft  fy 
the  light  which  doth  appear.  Eph.  v.  13;  '  But  thfc 
lightning  which  here  attends  thfe  arrowy  and  the  fSf* 
^hich  accompanied  this  whirlwind  *f  thd  fouth,  tvas 
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diStifedi  k  is  not  itifolded  or  caught  in  iigain;  it  latf 
Up0ti  each  of  the  apoftles^  and  it  filled  them  -,  it  waar 
their  fiery  baptifm,  and  abode  with  them  as  a  com- 
forter for  ever.  This  mod  fweet  and  charming  ope-' 
ration  of  the  Holy  Spirit  upon  the  apoftles  made 
their  regeneration  or  Ipiritud  birth  clear  to  them. 
They,  heard  the  found  and  felt  the  power,  as  Chrifl! 
fays  to  Nicodemus,  The  wiHdhkweth  where  it  lijietb^ 
and  tbi>u  hear  eft  the  found  thereof ^  but  canft  not  tell 
whence  it  cometh^  und  whither  it  goeth :  Jo  is  eijerj 
Me  that  is  berH  of  the  Spirit.  John  iii.  8, 

The  avowed  enemies  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  make  ufe 
fef  thtfe  emblems  by  which  the  Spirit's  operations 
At-e  rtprefented  as  arguments  againft  his  perfonality* 
^  The  Spirit  a  divine  pcrfon !  (fay  they:)  he  is  nothing 
but  the  breath  of  the  Almighty,  or  wind/  Some 
things^  they  will  allow,  are  fpoken  of  the  Spirit 
Nvhich  are  perfonal  charafters,  and  even  perfonality 
is  afcribcd  to  the  Spirit;  bur  then  it  is  by  a  projb-^ 
popaia^  by  which  perfonification  is  often  afcribed 
to  inanimate  things.  If  the  emblem  of  wind,  to 
which  the  Spirit's  operations  are  compared,  is  fuf^ 
ficient  to  dcftfoy  the  divine  perfonality  of  the  Hol;^ 
Ghoft}  by  the  fame  rule,  and  by  the  fame  emblem; 
the  perfonality  of  inen,  yea,  and  of  worticn  too,  may 
be  deftr^yed  alfo.  For  IfraeFs  prophets  are  called 
the  feme,  and  fo  is  a  contentious  woman.  '  ThiyhdVt 
ktUedthe  Lordy  and  f aid ^  It  is  not  bey  neiihet  fhdU 
rvU  corHt  kponuSy  neither  fhall  we  fee  fwoi^d  ^nor  fu^ 
Wf^.     The  prophets  Jhall  become  wind,  and  the  "word 
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is  nof  in  tbem.  ^er.  v.  i  a,  13.     Again ;  A  cmtmual 
'  dropping  in  a  very  rainy  day,  and  a  contentious  woman^ 
are  alike.     JVhoJo  bideth%er  hidetb  the  wind.    Prov. 
xxvii.  15,  16. 

2.  Another  emblem,  to  which  the  Holy  Spirit's 
influences  are  compared,  is  that  of  breathing  % 
hence  he  is  called  Breath.  And  indeed  his  pro- 
cefilon  from  the  Father  and  the  Son,  and  his  quick- 
ening operations  upon  the  foqls  6(  lifelefs  finners,  are 
rooft  beautifully  reprefented  by  refpiration.  This 
appeared  veiy  early  in  the  world  1  for,  when  God 
had  formed  Adam's  body  out  of  the  earth,  he  breathed 
into  his  noftrils  the  breath  of  life,  and  man  became  a 
living  fouL  The  Holy  Ghofl  was  thus  conveyed; 
and  it  was  he  that  formed  the  foul  of  Adam,  and 
that  drew  the  image  of  God  upon  it,  and  fupported 
that  image  in  Adam  as  long  as  h^  remained  obe* 
dient.  Adam  was  made  in  God's  image,  after  God*s 
Ukenefs,  Gen.  i.  a6;  after  the  fimilitude  of  God, 
James  iii.  9.  And  this  is  the  fame  image  and  likenefi 
which  the  Spirit  now  reinftamps  upon  the  foiil  of  a 
.  finncr  in  regeneration.  For  to  talk  of  two  imagesi 
two  likenefles,  ^o  fimilitudes  of  God,  and  thefe 
differing  the  ond  from  the  other,  is  making  God  to 
differ;  if  the  ictiage  differs,  fo  muft  the  original; 
which  appears  ftrange  to  me.  Nor  is  this  image  of 
God  on  the  regenerate  called  new  with  refpeft  to 
Adam,  but  with  refpe^i  to  us ;  for  it  is  called  a  re- 
newirig,  diat  produces  this  new  man.  Put  dn  the 
nezv  man,  ^hich  is  renewed  in  knowledge  after  the  image 
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ffbim  that  created  bim,  CoL  iii.  lo.  This  new  man 
is  fo  c^led  in  oppofirion  to  indwelling  fin,  which  i^ 
called  the*  old  man ;  and  beeaufe  fin  reigned  long 
in  us  before  this  grace  came.  Nor  is  this  change 
caUed  forming  fomething  news  but  it  is  a  renewingy 
a  bringing  fomething  back  to  its  prignial  ftandard, 
or  making  fpmeehing  new  which  had  been  new  be- 
fore. And  this  creating  us  anew  runs  parallel  with 
the  firft  creation^  it  being  a  renewing  us  after  the 
image  of  him  that  created  us  at  firft. 
.  The  operation  of  the  Spirit^  which  is  reprefented 
hy  breath  and  by  breathings  is  that  of  animating^  en- 
livening^  or  quickening  a  foul  that  is  dead  in  law^  dead 
io  fin5  and  dead  to  God.  //  is  tbejpirit  thai  qukk^ 
mttb^  John  vi.  63.  .  Hence  we  read  that^  although 
there  was  a  fhaking  among  the  dry  bones»  in  Eze- 
kieFs  vifion,  fb  that  they  'came  together  bone  to  his 
bone,  yet  there  was  no  breath  in  them ;  they  were 
alarmed  and  awakened,  but  not  quickened.  This 
was  to  be  done  afterwards,  and  fo  it  follows:  Comi 
from  tbe  four  winds ^  O  breaibj  and  breatbe  upon  tbeft 
Jlain^  tbat  they  may  live.  So  I  propbefied  as  he  com^ 
numded  me^  and  the  breath  came  into  them,  and  they 
Jived.  Which  is  thus  explained :  I  will  put  my  Spirit 
in  you,  and  ye  Jhall  live.  Ezek.  xxxvii.  8,  9,  lo,  14, 
Hence  it  plainly  appears  that  the  influences  of  divine 
life  by  the  Spirit  are  reprefented  by  refpiration)  on 
which  account  the  Spirit  is  called  breath,  and  quick- 
ehing  the  foul  is  called  breathing  upon  it. 
The  apoftleS)  when  the  Saviour  was  about  to  b€i 
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tsktafrotA  t^em»  had  but  litilfc  light:  they  kne^ 
not  the  fcripturci.  No  joyj  for  forroW  hiid  filled 
their  hearts..  But  the  Ldrd  owned  that  the^  had 
faith>  as  appears  iti  hi$  prayer  for  thcisi :  Tb^e  bavs 
Milgved  that  I  cami  f^rth  froiH  tbi^  and  tbui  thw 
didjtjtnd  Hut  I  fray  for  tbem.  John  xvii,  9,  And 
our  Lord  declares  that  tbofc  that  believe  in  him 
have  everlafting  life;  and  fo  had  theapoftles:  and 
this  X\(t  was  increafed  by  a  frefli  fupply  of.  it  by  th« 
Spirit  of  God  when  Jefus  heatbed  on  ibem^  andjkith 
UHt0  tbemi  Receive  ye .  the  Holy  Gboft.  John  xn*  aa: 
From  all  which  it  appears  that  by  thcfe  diflfeWht 
tnetaphors  or  eihblems  the  different  gifts  and  operft^ 
tiohs  of  the  Spirit  are  reprefented^  reaching  us  hea-^ 
Venly  things  by  things  earthly;  as  appe£frs  in  our 
Lof4'9  difcoyrfe  with  Nicodemus^  fetcing  forth  1 
new  birth  by  a  blowing  wind;  for  he  add$>  If  Iba'ot 
teld  ym  earfbfy  things  and  ye  believe  nef^  hifw  foaU 
ye  ^eliA)e  if  I  tell  yen  cf  heavenly  things  ti  John 
iii.  12.' 

Thofc  wtio  ard  defplfers  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and. 
of  thofe  who  enforce  ^nd  contend  for  his  fouUreaeW^ 
ing  operatiofi$^  make  ufe  of  this  ^mbletn  alio  ag«nft 
his  divine  perfon^lity.  *  The  Holy  Ghoft(fay  they) 
is  no  more  than  a  quality;  he  is  called  the  breath  of 
the  Lord'  So  he  is,  and  bis  is  that  Spirit  that 
l^rmed  rn^ii,  and  that  breadi  that  gaVe  him  lift 
when  he  was  formed*  For  fo  faith  Elihu^  l^ke.Sfirk 
rf  God  bath  made  me^  and.  tit  bt'eatk  df  the  Mmgbtf 
Htk  .given  me  life.  Job  Xxiiii*  4.. .  But>  i£ thia  fcm- 
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blcfif  deftroyi  the  pcrfonality  of  the  Spiritj  the  fame 
embletn  muft  deft roy  the  perfonalicy  of  maiv  alfoi 
for  man  is  called  the  fame.  Tkey  furfued  us  upon  the 
mount  aim  i  tbey  laid  waif  for  us  in  tbe  wilder rtefs.  Tbf 
trjcatb  of  our  noftrilsy  thd  anointed  of  tbe  Lord,  was 
taken  in  tbeirpits;  ofwbom  we /aid.  Under  bisjbadow 
wejhall  live  among  tbe  beatben.  Lam.  iv..  1 9,  20. 

The  Holy  Spirit  not  only  reproTcs,  convinces^ 
and  conviAsy  but  he  alfo  ftirs  up  our  troubles  and 
enlivens  our  conviftions,  and  will  not  fuflFer  them  to 
die  away,  like  thofe  of  Cain,  Judas,  Saul,  and  Ahab; 
nor  to  prove  abortive,  like  tkofe  who  travelled  and 
irougbt  forth  wind.  Ifa.  xxvi.  18.  Every  ijuicken- 
ing  fenfation  promotes  our  appetite,  and  increafes  our 
fcnfe  of  famine  and  our  danger  of  perilling.  Crying 
and  praying,  hungering  and  thirfting,  watching  and 
waiting,  feeking  and  fearching,  craving  and  longings 
hoping  and  defiring,  are  all  kept  in  motion ;  add  the 
ibul  is  iick,  fwoons,  and  faints,  Untit  the  defire  be  aC- 
compH(hed,  which  is  fweet  to  the  foul.  Yea,  to  fuch 
a  hungry  one  every 'bitter  thing  is  fvfeet;  the  rdds 
the  furnace,  the  chains^  mifery^  gaul  or  woraiwoodl^ 
bread  of  advcrfity,  and  waters  of  affliftion ;  any  thing 
is  better  than  cartial  eafe>  dead  floth,  or  fpul-deftroy* 
ing  inienfibility^ 

3.  The  thinJ  emblem  that  I.  ftall  eonfidet  is  thft 
of  wsUer,  Arid  this  is  fet  forth  various  ways^  ac«t 
cording  to  the  Spirit's  different  operationb;.  Somc» 
times  he  i&  compared  to  a  fhower  difcharged  frosti 
the  doudfe^  Ifa^  xxkiv.  3  ;   fotnttimes  to  ziowaxmA 
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lupplkd  from  its  own  fourcc,  Joel  iii.  i8;  fome* 

times  to  a  river^  a  broad  river  and  ftreams,  (Ifaiah 

xxxiii.  21 )  running  and  reftelbing  a  whole  country^ 

Ezek.  zlvii.  9$  fometimes  alfo  to  a  well  of  living 

water  always  f|>ringtng>  John  iv.  141  and  ibmedmies 

to  dew,  gendy  and  almoft  impercepdbly  diftilling, 

Hofca  xiv.  5.    And  the  fragrance  of  the  Spirit's 

grace  is  compared  to  the  dew  ofbgrbs.  lia.  xxvL  19. 

Rain  is  one  of  the  greateft  bleflSngs  of  divine 

Providence;  without  it  all  creadon  would  be  barren; 

man  and  bead  muft  perifh,  and  vegetadon  be  no 

more ;  and  the  whole  beauty  of  the  creadon  would 

fooq  fade  like  a  leaf  in  autumn.    By  refrefhing 

fhowers  come  fruits  for  man,  and  herbage  for  beafts, 

Tbou  vtfiteft  the  earthy  and  water eft^  it:  tbou  greatly 

enricbeft  it  witb  tbe  river  of  God,  wbicb  is  full  of  wa^ 

ter:  tbou  prepareft  tbem  corn^  wben  tbou  baft  fo  fro- 

vided  for  it.     Thou  water  eft  tbe  ridges  tbereof  aiun^ 

dantfy:  tboufettleft  tbe  furrows  tbereof:  thou  makeft  it 

foft  witb  fhowers:  tbou  llejfeft  thejpringing  tbereof 

Tbou  crowneft  the  year  witb  thy  goodnefs,  and  thy  paths 

drop  fatnefs.     They  drop  upon  the  paftures  of  the  wil- 

demefs;  and  tbe  little  bills  rejoice  on  every  fide.    Tbe 

paftures  are  clothed  witb  flocks ;  tbe  valleys  are  alfo 

covered  over  witb  comi  they  fhout  for  joy^  they  al/o 

ftng.  W.  Ixv.  9 — 13.     Now  the  children  of  men  arc 

by  fin  as  barren  to  God,  without  the  fpirit  of  his 

grace,  as  the  earth  would  be  to  us  without  Ihowers. 

God  calls  us  a  wildernefs,  a  defert,  a  barren  heath,  that 

knows  not  when  good  cometh;  dry  ground^  parched 
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ground;  until  the  S|Mrit  by  conviftion  plows  it,  roots 
up  the  thorns,  and  makes  it  fidlow;  while  reproofs 
break  the  clods>  and  prepare  it  for  the  feed  and  the 
fliower.  Hence  the  promiie,  /  will  pour  water  on 
bim  that  is  tbirftyj  and  floods  upon  the  dry  ground;  I 
will  pour  my  Spirit  upon  thy  feed^  and  my  Ueffing  upon 
thine  offspring.  And  they  Jballfpring  up  as  among  the 
grqfSf  as  willows  by  the  water-courjis  i  one  Jhall  fay^  I 
am  the  Lord's ;  and  another  Jhall  call'  him/elf  by  the 
name  of  Jacob,  and  another  foallfubfcribe  wish  his  hand 
unto  the  Lord,  and  fumame  him/elf  by  the  name  of 
Ifrael.  Ifa.  xliv.  3—5.  Now  this  branch  of  the 
Spirit's  work,  or  the  operation  of  the  Spirit  which 
is  here  reprefented  by  water,  is  that  of  cleanGng, 
wafhing,  and  renewing:  /  will  Jprinkle  clean  water 
upon  you,  and  you  jhall  be  clean;  and  from  all  your 
fllthinefs  will  I  c/eanfe  you.  He/aved  us,  fays  Paul, 
by  the  wafinng  of  regeneration,  and  the  renezving  of 
the  Hofy  Ghoft.  By  the  wafliing  is  meant  purging 
away  our  guilt  and  filth  by  the  Spirit's  realizing  the 
Saviour's  atonement;  and  by  renewing  us  we  are  to 
underftand  that,  under  the  influences  of  the  Spirit, 
the  powers  or  faculties  of  the  foul,  which  are  all 
corrupted  and  turned,  out  of  the  ways  of  God,  are 
renewed  and  (ct  right;  they  are  turned  to  God  and 
his  ways  again,  by  the  grace  of  the  Spirit  being  im- 
planted in  thefe  depraved  faculties.  And  under  the 
powerful  operations  of  the  Spirit,  in  his  work  of 
renewing,  men  are  reprefented  as  trees  or  plants, 
quite  changed  in  their  nature  from  what  they  were 
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Ibefore.  Injieadoftbe  thorn  jball  iomc  up  thejir  tni\ 
And  infiiad  of  tbs  hrier  Jbdl  come  up  the  nt/rtle  trte  \ 
^nd  it  Jhall  be  to  the  L&d  /f r  a  namoy  for  an  everr 
l^/iing  ftgn  thatJh^U  not  be  cut  off.  Ifa.  Iv.  i  j.  The 
fix  and  the  myrtle  are  not  deciduous  pUn(s^  butcver^ 
grfcens;  their  fap  \S  ^Iwajs  up^  and  their  leaf  b 
^ways  green.  Hence  we  read  of  thpfe  who  truQ: 
^nd  hope  in  the  Lord  being  always  yerd^Pt :  Tbrir 
le^f  fball  ngt  witbA-^  neither  Jhall  tbey  ceaft  f mm  yield- 
ing fruitt  Jer,  xvii.  8  j  and  the  rcafon  is,  bccaufe 
tbejr  are  planted  by  the  waters^  and  fend  out  thoir  root4 
by  the  rivers.  So,  in  the  above  tfxt  from  Ifaiah» 
they  are  reprefented  by  a  willow;  not  becaufe  this 
plant  is  an  evergreen^  for  it  is  not;  but  becaufe  of 
its  quick  growth,  and  becaufe  it  thrives  beft  in 
moifture :  hence  the  (anftified  foul  is  compared  U) 
the  willow  by  the  water  courfe^.  Their  fpringing  up 
Ihews  their  growth  in  grace  and  in  knowledge;  in 
grace,  particularly  in  faith,  and  into  a  comfortable 
perfuafion  of  their  intercft  in  God*s  favour :  QnefbaU 
fay^  I  am  the  Lord^s ;  another  Jball  call  hithfelf  by  the 
name  of  Jacobs  being  fure  of  his  adoption,  and  of 
being  heir  to  the  bleflings  for  the  birtfa^righf  tod 
the  blefling  always  go  together.  And  a  third  fur*- 
namcs  himfelf  by  the  name  oflfrael,  which  honourable 
title  is  that  of  an  overcomer  or  prevailer^  with  God 
and  man,  1  his  fpringing  reprefents  the  heavenly- 
inindednefs  of  a  regenerate  foul ;  and  how  by  £uth 
and  hope  fuch  (bar  aloft,  and  find  grace  drawiog 
their  fouls  upwards  to  God,  where  the  mbd  and 
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aflFeAieins  meet  with  indulgence^  with  a  htartjr  mcU 
come,  and  with  delightful  entertainment:  To  bijptm 
rttuaily  minded  is  lifi  and  peace.  Rom.  viii»  6. 

Furth<?rniorc,  the  defcent  of  the  Spirit  upon  the 
tiroken-hcarted  finner  is  attended  with  a  difcharge 
of  rightfroufncii  alfo.  Drop  down,  ye  heavens,  from 
akovCi  and  lei  tbejkies  pour  down  rigbteoujne/s :  let  the 
perth  open,  and  let  tbem  bring  forth  falvation^  and  let 
rtghteoufnefs  fpring  up  together  \  I  the  Lord  have  cre^ 
'0ted  it.  Ifa.  xlv.  8.  The  glorious  contents  of  this 
ibower  are  not  difcharged  from  the  clouds,  but  from 
the  ikies*  D  i vine  J  uftice  being  f^tisfied,  God's  wrath 
is  appeafed,  and  the  thick  clouds  of  our  tranigreQions 
lire  blotted  out,  Ifa.  xliv.  22;  the  high  prieft  is  in  th( 
holy  9f  holif  s>  the  fouth  wind  has  difperfcd  the  clouds 
from  our  minds^  «nd  the  fun  of  righteoufnefs  (hines 
lipon  the  earth :  hence  this  ihower  comes  from  the 
A^ics.  The  qontems  of  the  ihower  are  faid  to  be 
righteoufnefs,  the  firft  branch  of  which  is  taking 
liway  our  filthy  garments,  or  cleanfing  us  from  all 
unrighteoufnefs,  and  clothing  us  with  change  of  rai- 
ment ;  this  comes  by  the  Spirit;  We  are  jufiified  iu 
tke  name  of  the  Lard  Jefusy  and  hy  the  Spirit  of  qur 
C$d.  The  love  of  God  alfo  is  (hed  abroad  in  our 
hearts  by  the  Holy  Ghoftj 'which  teaches  us  to  lave 
jGpd,  and  one  another.  Thefe  are  the  chief  contents 
of  this  fhower  from  the  (kits.  Let  the  earth  open^ 
^d  let  them  bring  forth  falvatmr  and  let  righteoufnefs 
fpriffi  Up  tQgetbeTf     We  are  sot  to  fuppofe  that  by 


(    64    ) 

thefe  orders  given  for  the  earth  to  open,  the  con* 
fcious  finner  has  power  to  enlarge  or  contra^,  to 
open  pr  ihut  his  own  heart :  No,  by  no  means.  But, 
when  poor  convinced  fouls  have  been  long  in  legal 
bondage,  and  ihut  up  in  unbeliefs  often  in  hope  and 
expeAarion,  and  as  often  crofled  and  difappoinced ; 
fuch  flacken  and  defpond ;  and,  finding  that  all  coun- 
icl,  encouragement,  and  advice,  given  by  others^ 
has  failed,  and  is  loft  upon  them,  they  conclude 
the  die  is  caft,  their  doom  fixed,  and  they  can  mufter 
neither  ftrength  nor  courage  to  renew  the  attack. 
But  God  appearing  when  our  ftrength  is  all  gone, 
and  (ending  down  this  Ihower  when  expedation  had 
yielded  up  the  ghoft,  the  finner  puts  it  away  from 
him,  and  through  unbelief  refiifes  to  be  comforted, 
concluding  the  tidings  are  too  great,  aqd  the  bleffings 
too  good,  for  fuch  a  wretch  as  he  $  for  he  meafures 
God  and  God's  thoughts  with  himfelf  and  hb  own 
thoughts,  Ifa.  Iv.  8 1  and,  as  he  loaths  himfelf  he 
concludes  that  God  hates  him ;  and  this  is  his  folly 
and  God's  difhonour.  To  fuch  the  text  (peaks.  Let 
him  not  mealure  the  aboondings  of  his  (in  with  Gdd's 
fuperabounding  gr^ce,  nor  limit  the  goodne(s  of 
God  to  them  who  have  leis  vilenefs,  and  who  are 
more  worthy ;  for  it  b  all  of  grace  that  loft  (inners, 
peri(hing  finners,  and  the  chiefeft  of  (inners,  ar6 
fought  after.  Lei  the  Jkies  four  down  rigbieouf-^ 
nejs\  lit  the  earib  open  and  receive  it  i  and  let 
ibfm  hing  forth  fahatm.    My  Spirit  fhali  bring  it 
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Ibrth  ffofti  me  into  their  hearts  s  and  they,  by  con^^ 
feflion,  profeOion,  and  uprightnefs  of  life,  (hall  bring 
it  forth  before  the  world. 

Under  this  Ihower  from  the  Ikies,  the  fting  of 
death,  which  is  (in,  is  removed  i  the  balm  of  Gilead 
heals  the  wounded  fpirit  $  a  lively  hope  forbids  de- 
fpondcncys  all  foul  fickmefs  is  bani(hed,  and  eternal 
life  and  immortality  are  brought  to  light  i  Light 
breaks  forth  as  the  morhing,  and  our  health  fpringt 
forth  fpeedily.  Ifa.  Iviii.  8.  For^  as  the  earth  bringing 
forth  her  bud^  and  as  the  garden  taufeth  the  things  that 
srefown  in  it  to/pringforth^  fo  the  Lord  God  will  cauje 
righteoufn^s  and  frmje  to  fpring  forth  before  all  tht^ 
nations.  Ifa.  Ixi^  1 1^. 

'  Having  offered  a  few  thoughts  u^n  the  defcent 
of  the  Spirit  as  a  (hower  from  the  fkies ;  and  what 
are  the  contents,  the  fruits,  and  efFcdts  of  that 
ihower ;  I  (hall  now  proceed  to  the  Spirit's  work> 
vhich  \%  fet  forth  by  the  emblem  of  a  river. 

There  are  feafons  in  which  a  child  of  God  is  in<^ 
dulged  with  an  uncommon  inSuerice  of  the  Spirit^^ 
enwrapped  in  wonderful  light,  joy,  and  comfort. 
Under  thefe  heavenly  raptures  he  is  quite  above  him* 
fclf.  As  we  read  in  John's  Revelation,  while  he 
was  ndeditating;  Immediately  I  was  in  the  Spirit.  And 
again,  /  was  in  the  Spirit  on  the  Lord's  day.  At 
fuch  times  every  inbred  corruption  is  ftilled;  the 
world  bani(hed  from  the  mind,  the  ile(h  and  its. 
concerns  not  in  all  our  thoughts.  Whether  in  the- 
hdy  or  out  of  the  body^  fays  Paul,  God  knowetb.    Or,? 
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like  Peter  on  the  mount,  talking,  but  not  knowing 
what  he  faid.  The  foul  is  plunged  irito  its  God,  and 
moves  in  life,  in  light,  in  joy,  and  in  heavenly  plea- 
fures,  which  are  unfpcakable,  and  full  of  glory.  Look 
upon  Zion^  the  city  of  our  Jolemnitm:  thine  eyes  JbaU 
fee  Jerufalem  a  quiet  habitation^  a  tabernacle  that  JbaU 
not  be  taken  down :  not  one  of  the  Jlakes  thereof  fi>all 
ever  be  removed^  neither  JbaU  any  of  the  cords  thereof 
be  broken.  But  there  the  glorious  Lord  will  be  unto 
us  a  place  of  broad  rivers  and  Jtreams^  wherein  JbaU 
go  no  gaily  with  oars,  (dc.  Ifa.  xxxiii.  21.  The 
prophet  Ezekiel  obfervcs  the  rifing  and  falling,  the 
fwelling  and  finking,  of  thefe  holy  waters,  after  he 
had  been  led  three  times  through  them.  j4gain  hi 
meafured  a  thoufand^  and  brought  me  through  the  wa^ 
Pers ;  the  waters  were  to  the  loins.  And  afterward  he 
meafured  a  tboufand,  and  it  was  a  river  that  I  could 
not  pafs  over  I  for  the  waters  were  rifen,  waters  to 
fwim  iny  a  river  that  could  not  be  pajfed  over.  Ezek. 
xlvii.  4,  5.  We  have  no  call  to  look  far  to  find  out 
the  meaning  of  thcfc  waters.  The  prophet  tells  us 
that  every  thing  that  liveth  and  moveth  whitherfoever 
the  river  cometb  Jhall  live,  ver,  9.  All  that  arc 
quickened  by  thefe  waters,  and  obtain  modon  to 
move  towards  God,  (hall  for  ever  live.  This  rifing 
and  falling  of  the  waters  refpefts  us  under  the  ope- 
rations of  the  Spirit.  The  prophet  tells  us  that  they 
rofe  upon  him  every  time  he  went  through.  And  fo 
with  the  foul  in  which  the  Spirit  works ;  he  fears,  he 
trembles,  he  faints,  he  finks  under  his  conviAiQns 
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and  terrors}  but  in  hope  he  rlfcs  above  water,  in 
godly  forrow  he  meks  and  meekens,  and  in  faith  his 
mind  rifes  ftill  higher.  In  the  little  comforts  flow- 
ing from  .hope  he  begins  to  foar,  fo  as  to  tread  the 
waters ;  in  joy  and  peace  he  afcendsj  till,  like  Peter, 
he  goes  on  the  face  of  the  waters ;  but,  in  the  com- 
forts of  love  and  the  light  of  glory,  he  fwims,  or 
finds  himfelf  borne  up  above  all  his  troubles  and 
fears,  and  is  convinced  by  what  he  feels  that  this 
is  the  river  of  God's  pleafure  which  flows  at  his- right 
hand  for  evermore,  and  cannot  be  pafted  over ;  for 
eternity  has  no  brink,  no  bank,  no  bound :  though 
it  has  its  banks  in  this  world,  with  refpeft  to  men, 
fo  that  it  runs  in  its  own  channel^  which  is  to  the 
t\c&  of  God,  and  to  none  elfe.  And,  with  reference 
to  thefe  waters,  we  read  of  being  planted  together  in 
the  likencfs  of  Chrift's  death,  and  of  being  rifeu 
with  him  through  the  faith  of  the  operation  of  God, 
a  Col.  12 ;  as  alfo  of  walking  in  the  Spirit,  Gal.  Vi  i6  j 
and  we  read  of  rifing  in  love,  fo  as  to  fet  our  affec- 
tions on  things  above.  All  which  is  the  work  of 
thefe  holy  waters,  operating  upon  men  as  the  Holy 
Spirit  plcafeth.  * 

-.  Again,  the  more  gcnde,  Ihallow,  and  imper- 
.  ccptible  operations  of  the  Spirit,  which  attend  the 
word  preached  by  men  truly  evangelical,  are  com- 
pared to  fmaller  rivers,  fl:reams,  brooks,  &c.  He 
that  believetb  on  me^  as  tbe/cripture  hath  Jaldy  out  of 
bis  ielly  Jball  flow  rivers  of  living  water.  John  vii, 
38.     This  is  chiefly  fpoken.  to  the  apoftles,  who 

P  a 
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were  to  evangelize  others  j  but  not  to  the  cxcluQon 
of  thofe  who  were  to  come  after  thetn.  Thefc 
rivulets  attending  the  word  preached,  is  what  the 
wife  man  means  when  he  fays,  The  words  of  a  tnan^s 
mouth  are  as  deep  waters^  and  the  well-Jpring  of  wif- 
dom  as  a  flowing  brook.  Prov.  xviii.  4.  The  liberty 
proclaimed  to  one  who  has  been  a  legal  captive  to 
law  terrors,  to  the  power  of  fin,  and  the  tyranny  of 
of  Satan,  which  was  typified  by  IfraePs  return  from 
Babylon,  is  fet  forth  by  ftreams :  Turn  again  our 
captivity^  O  Lord^  as  the  Jheams  in  the  foutb.  PfaU 
cxxvi.  4.  The  blcflTed  fruit  of  the  Spirit,  which  is> 
called  the  abundance  of  peace,  and  the  abundant  in- 
undation of  the  Gentile  world  flowing  into  the 
church  under  the  influence  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  is 
called  extending  peace  to  Z ion  like  a  river ^  and  thet 
glo'^y  of  the  Gentiles  like  a  flowing  ftream.  Ifa*  IxvL. 
12.  For  whatever  darkncfs,  diftrefs,  confuGon,  or 
trouble,  the  foul  gets  into  when  the  Spirit  ope- 
rates with  the  word,  all  is  waflied  away,  and 
peace  and  quietude  fucceed.  This  river  of  peace 
coming  in  carries  all  before  it,  when  the  fweeteft 
tranquillity  follows  to  compofe  and  calm  the  mind. 
When  the  believer  ha5  loft  fight  of  the  king's  couiv^ 
cenance,  the  face  of  his  throne  is  hid.  and  a  cloud 
fprcad  upon  "it,  and  all  evidences  obfcured;  wc  fee 
not  our  figns,  nor  tokens  for  good  i  but  faith  and 
hope  both  ftay  at  home  to  prop  up  the  heart>  and 
will  not  venture  abroad ;  fo  that  prayer  fccois  to 
have  loft  all  attendance,  no  energy  to  give  vent  to 
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mir  grief  in  prayer,  no  love  to  caufe  it  to  afccnd,  no 
confidence  mixt  with  the  petitions,  nor  hope  in  ex- 
crcife  to  expcfl:  returns :  and,  were  it  not  for  the 
Holy  Spirit  and  his  grace,  we  fliould  foon  become 
like  a  dreary  defcrt  or  barren  heath.  But  the  cver- 
bleffcd  Comforter,  whofc  work  it  is  to  take  the 
'  things  that  are  Chrift*s,  and  to  fhew  them  unto  us, 
often,  when  leaft  cxpefted,  either  under  the  word, 
in  prayer,  or  in  meditation,  breaks  in,  difperfes  the 
difmal  gloom,  and  gives  us  another  view  of  the 
Lord's  enlivening  countenance,  and  a  fweet  fenfe  of 
his  healing  beams ;  in  which  foul-diflTolving  rays  the 
atonement  and  its  efFefts  are  (iifcerned,  his  righte- 
oufncfs  and  the  fruits  of  it  feen  and  enjoyed  j  and  his  * 
love  makes  it  manifcft  that  we  are  in  him,  and  in 
him  complete ;  then  love  diffolves  all  our  doubts,  the 
mountains  flow  down  at  his  prefence,  and  this  puts  ofF 
our  fackcloth  and  girds  us  with  gladnefs.  There  is 
a  river y  the  ft  reams  whereof flj  all  make  glad  the  city  of 
Cod.  The  holy  place  of  the  tabernacles  of  the  Mofi, 
High.  Pfal.  xlvi.  4. 

But  there  are  ftreams  of  a  lower  degree  than  thefe, 
which  move  to  ftrengthen,  animate,  and  invigorate 
our  grace;  when  thefe  get  weak  and  \zx\^\di^ftrengtben 
the  things  which  remain^  that  are  ready  to  die.  Rev. 
iii.  2.  This  order  is  given  to  the  angel  of  the 
church,  and  is  the  fame  as  that  in  Ifaiah;  Strengthen 
ye  the. weak  hands,  and  confirm  the  feeble  knees  i  Jay  to 
them  that  are  of  a  fearful  hearty  Befrongy  fear  not^ 
&c.     Searching  after  things  new  and  old,  fpeal^ing 
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comforting  and  encouraging  words^  and  praying  for 
fuccefs,  is  all  that  a  minifter  can  do :  the  excellency 
of  the  power  is  of  God,  and  not  of  him.     Yet,  if 
Vfc  give  to  each  a  portion  of  meat  in  due  feafon,  the 
Lord  will  confirm  the  word  of  his  fcrvants,  and  per- 
form the  counfcl  of  his  meflengerss  and  the  Spirit  does 
this  by  putting  forth  his  power  to  ftrengthcn  and 
enliven  the  grace  of  God  in  the  faints.     Paul  calls  it 
being  ftrengthened  by  the  Spirit's  might  in  the  in* 
ner  man  i  which  is  done  by  an  increafe  of  faith,  en- 
livening of  it,  and  calling  if  forth  into  lively  exer- 
cife;  helping  us  againft  our  infirmities  in  prayer, 
and  enabling  us  to  draw  nigh  to  God  in  full  aflfurancci 
for  by  a  fcnfc  of  our  own  frailty,  and  of  our  real 
wants,    by  divine  fervour  in  the  foulj   and  by  an 
holy  boldncfs,  ftrong  confidence,  and  unabated  im- 
portunity, does  the  Spirit  make  intercefllon  for  us 
with  prevalent  groanings,  if  the  fruit  of  the  lip  can- 
not accompany  them ;  and  God,  who  fcarcheth  the  . 
heart,  knowcth  what  is  the  mind  of  the  Spirit,  for 
he  makcth  intercelTion  for  the  faints  according  to  the 
will  of  God,     Every  exercife  of  faith,  of  hope,  of 
love,  or  of  patience,  is  put  forth  under  the  ftrength- 
ening  and  quickening  operations  of  the  Spirit  of 
Qod :  for,  as  no  fruits  of  the  earth  can  thrive  or  grow 
\vithout  moifture,   no  more  can  the  fruits  of  the 
Spirit  without  his  animating  and  refrefhing  operations, 
^  fountain  of  gardens^  a  well  of  living  waters^  and 
Jlreams  from  Ldanon,  Song  iv.  15,     The  church  is 
called  a  fountain  pf  ^ardensi  having  luany  fmaU  af- 
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fetnUies  in  union  with  her.  She  is  called  a  well  of 
living  water,  being  the  refidencc  of  the  Spirit  and 
his  grace ;  it  ftrcams  from  Lebanon,  which  (hews 
that  the  Spirit  has  left  the  temple  at  Jerufalem, 
which  was  built  of  the  wood  from  that  mountain, 
and  communicates  his  quickening  ((reams  to  the 
Gentile  world.  God  leaving  the  temple  and  vifiting 
the  Gentiles,  is  called  giving  us  the  glory  of  Let^ndn. 
I(a.  XXXV.  2.  That  beautiful  houfe  was  God's 
dwelling,  but  now  he  dwells  with  the  broken  and  the 
contrite  heart. 

Having  confidered  the  Spirit's  operations  as  he  is 
reprelented  by  the  emblem  of  water,  Brft,  as  (howers 
from  the  ikies;  fecondly,  as  broad  rivers;  and  thirdly, 
as  brooks  and  (treams;  I  (ball  now  <^er  a  few 
thoughts  upon  his  operations,  which  are  fet  forth  by 
a  fpring. 

*  Wbofoeoir  drinkctb  of  the  water  that  I  Jball  give 
i  bim  Jball  never  tbirfii  hut  the  water  tbat  I  Jball  give 
bim  Jball  be  in  bim  a  well  of  water /fringing  up  into 
everlafting  life.  John  iv.  14.  However  we  may  re- 
ceive the  word,  and  whatever  good  beginnings  may 
fliew  forth  themfelves  in  us,  unlefs  the  fpirit  of  life 
attend  both  the  word  and  the  apparent  good  begin-* 
otngs;  fure  I  am  that,  when  the  fiery  trial  comes  on, 
the  heat  will  parch  the  foil  and  wither  the  crop. 
The  Holy  Ghoft  meekens  our  Spirit,  and  foftens  the 
ftony  heart;  without  this.it  has  no  deefnefs  of  earthy 
Matt.  xiii.  5.  A  hard  heart  is  called  a  rock,  where 
iw)ihing  good  can  grow;  And  Jqme  fell  upon  a  rock. 
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andf  as  foon  as  U  was  Jprung  up,  it  withered  awtPf^ 
.  hecaufe  it  lacked  moijhre.  Luke  viii.  6.  We  read  of 
others  who  received  the  word^  but  the  cares  of  the 
world  and  the  deceitfulnefs  of  fetches  choke  the  word, 
and  he  bccometb  un^uitfulf  Matt.  xiii.  as.  This 
choking  and  overtopping  the  word  is  for  the  want 
of  a  fpring  at  the  bottom.  The  life  of  faith  will 
countefad  the  cares  of  this  life,  and  the  love  of  God 
will  root  deeper  than  the  love  of  money  can  do,  and 
rife  higher,  and  give  more  pleafure  and  delight  in 
the  true  riches  than  all  worldly  riches  can  a(Ford«^ 
I  fhall  offer  my  thoughts  of  this  fpring  under  a 
threefold  confideration* 

I.  The  Stpirit  faifes  up  the  powers  of  the  foul, 
and  fets  them  on  God  and  (piritual  things.  If  ye  are 
rifsn  with  Ckrifti  Jeek  the  things  which  are  above » 
Col,  iii.  I. 

Q,.  He  plants  a  crop  of  choice  fruits,  which  are 
called  the  fruits  of  the  Spirits  Gal.  v.  22.  Thefe  arc 
Vikewife  called  the  incorruptibJe  feed,  which  Hvetb  and 
abidetb  for  ever,  i  peter  i.  23.  Hence  we  read  of 
faith  and  hope  being  in  God,  and  affedioiis  at  th^ 
right  hand  of  God.  " 

3.  This  fpring  rifes  in  our  devotions  or  worihip 
alfo,  fqr  we  read  of fpiritual  facrifces^  i  Peter  ii.  f, 
which  afcend  to  God  like  the  flames,  the  fmoke,  and 
the  favour,  which'  went  off  the  Jcwifh  altarisj  The 
Jons  of  the  fir  anger  will  I  bring  to  my  holy  mountain^ 
and  make  them  joyful  in  my  houfe  of  prayer  \  their  burnt 
0^ings  and  their  facr^ices  fiall  be  accepted  upon  mm 
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altar y  for  mine  boufe  ftfall  be  called  an  boufe  cf  prater 
for  all  feofky  Ifa.  Ivi.  6,7:  and  thcfe  pleafe  God 
better  than  a  bullock  that  has  horns  and  hoo& 

Firft,  the  afcenfion  of  the  foul.  Sin  and  fear,  guilt 
and  ihame,  with  the  whole  mafs  of  inbred  corrup- 
tions, weigh  down  the  foul ;  while  a  fenfe  of  divine 
anger  makes  it  sculk  into  darknefs  when,  like  the 
publican,  we  dare  not  lift  up  our  eyes  to  heaven, 
much  lefs  our  fouls.  But,  when  the  Holy  Spirit 
applies  the  atonement,  and  prcfents  the  righteoufnels 
of  Chrift  to  faith,  pafles  the  fentence  of  juftificacioa 
in  the  court  of  confcience,  fills  us  with  peace,  filencea 
all  accufcrs,  and  bears  his  witncfs  within,  the  foul 
begins  to  mount  and  afcend.  Ibey  jhall  mount  up 
with  wings  as  eagles ^  Ifa.  xl.  31,  when  the  powers 
of  the  foul  are  looted  from  their  chains,  yokes,  veils, 
and  coverings,  with  which  the  god  of  this  world  has 
kept  us  in  his  ftrong  hold^  and  thefe  are  his  panoply 
in  which  he  trufts ;  but  the  Holy  Ghoft  binds  him, 
and  fpoils  his  houfe,  both  of  his  armour  and  of  his 
goods.  He  deftroys  the  veil  j^  and  then  the  under- 
Handing  rifes,  (bines,  and  contemplates  the  goodnefs 
of  its  God  in  Chritt  Jefus.  A  divine  power  dif- 
places  the  obftinacy,  inflexibility,  and  rebellion,  of 
the  will ;  the  Spirit  makes  us  willing  in  the  day  of 
his  power,  when  Chrift  becomes  the  objed  of  our 
choice;  and  to  obey  his  will,  and  to  have  his 
prefence  and  his  approbation,  is  the  delight  of 
tiie  foul.  The  will  having  chofen  the  obje^);,  the 
fiffedtiops  adore^  admire,  and  are  ravifhed  with  thit 
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choice.  The  carnality  of  the  mind^  add  its  infernal 
enmity,  being  dethroned  by  the  law  of  faith  written 
therein,  faith  aflfuring  us  of  our  fonfhip  and  heirfhip^ 
and  it  being  the  fubftance  of  things  hoped  for,  a 
participation  of  the  true  riches;  in  thefe  the  fbdi 
iblaces  itfelf;  and  the  more  it  meditates  the  more 
treafure  it  difcovers ;  and,  while  the  mind  remains 
thus  fpiritual,  the  more  doth  life  and  peace  abound 
within  i  yea,  every  thought  at  fuch  fcalbns  is  in 
willing  and  pleafing  captivity  to  the  obedience  of 
Chrift.  In  the  multitude  of  wy  tbougbts  witbm  mi 
thy  eomforts  delight  my  foul,  Pf.  xciv,  1 9,  The  heart 
often,  in  God's  word,  Signifies  the  whole  fouli  and 
Chrift  fays,  Lojf  up  for  yaurfelves  tre^ures  in  heaven^ 
where  neither  moth  nor  ruft  doth  corrupt^  and  where 
thieves  dei  not  break  through  nor  fted.  For  where 
your  treafure  is  there  will  your  heart  be  alfo.  Matt. 
vi.  20,  21.  This  is  and  will  be  the  cafe  with  afoul 
that  is  rich  in  faith;  for^  if  this  world,  or  (in,  or  tempta- 
tionsj  interrupt  fuch  an  one  in  thefe  divine  purfuits, 
he  is  wretched  and  miferable;  the  whole  world  can- 
not repair  his  lofsj  nor  heaven  itfelf^  nor  earth,  with 
all  its  fulne&,  fill  the  vacancy,  if  his  God  forfakes 
him,  and  not  one  token  for  good  appears;  for  he 
knows  the  pains  of  hell  and  the  joys  of  heaven;  and 
this  teaches  him  to  put  a  proper  y^lue  upon  Chrift 
and  his  falvation,  which  the  dead  and  the  blind  know 
nothing  of. 

2,  Every  grace,  which  is  produced  in  the  foul 
^nder  the  renewing  operations  of  the  Holy  Ghoftj 
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B  called  ibe  firji  fruits  of  the  Spiri:,  Rom,  viii.  23 ; 
a  heavenly  produ&ion  fprioging  from  a  fpiritual 
birth;  that  which  is  bom  of  the  Spirit  isfpirtt^  John 
Hi.  6 ;  a  crop  of  incorruptible  feed  that  lives  and 
abides  for  ever^  fpringtng  under  the  operations  of 
an  incorruptible  and  ever-living  fountain.  Ev^ry 
grace  in  its  exercife  afcends  to  God,  and  through 
Chrifl:  is  accepted  of  him,  or  God^s  mofl:  gracious 
prcfcncc  defcends  to  it.  The  exercifc  of  grace  upon 
God  through  Chrifl:  is  acceptable,  and  God  meets 
iuch  as  come  to  him  in  his  own.  way,  Ifa.  Ixiv.  5  $ 
yea,  the  fceblcft  grace  of  the  Holy  Spirit  is  owned 
and  honoured  of  God  the  Father.  The  firft  quick* 
ening  of  the  Spirit  gave  the  prodigal  fon  all  his  ap* 
pedte  and  modon,  which  terminated  in  that  happy 
meeting  between  his. father  and  him.  Humility, 
under  a  keen  fenfe  of  fin,  which  wounds  the  fpiric, 
and  makes  it  tremble  and  (land  in  awe  of  God's 
word,  the  high  and  lofty  one  that  inhabits  eternity 
takes  notice  of,  for  he  dwells  with  the  humble  and 
the  contrite  heart.  Ifa.  IviL  15.  *  Faith  lays  hold  of 
God*s  ftrcngth ;  by  the  divine  power  of  the  Spirit 
it  is  produced,  on  God's  arm  it  rcfts,  in  his  power 
it  fl:ands,  and  through  faith  in  that  power  are  we 
kept;  and  God  owns  it,  and  honours  it;  for  all 
that  exercife  it  obtain  a  good  report  through  faith. 
A  filial  fear,  that  has  God's  goodncfs  for  its  objeft, 
and  hope  founded  on  his  mercy,  meets  with  God's 
approbation  ;  and,  as  God  approves,  fo  the  divine 
'pJcafure  is  rtflcdlcd  on  the  f^ul  that  excrcifcs  thcfc^ 
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Tlbe  Lord  taketb  pkajure  in  them  that  fear  Bim,  in 
thofe  that  hope  in  bis  mercy.  Pf.  cxlvii,  ii.  Love 
from  Chrifl:  is  fee  upon  Chrift,  and  upon  the 
Father  through  him :  Becaufe  be  bath  Jet  bis  love  ^ 
upon  me,  therefore  will  I  deliver  him ;  I  will  Jet  bim 
m  high,  becaufe  he  bath  known  my  name :  bejball  call 
upon  me,  and  I  will  anfwer  bim :  1  will  be  with  him 
in  trouble,  I  will  deliver  bim  and  honour  bim.  With 
long  life  will  IJatisfybim,  and  Jbew  bim  my  faha^ 
tion.  Pfalm  xci.  14—16.  Every  perfuafion  of  the 
mind,  which  leads  it  in  trouble  to  confide  in  God,  is 
kept  fieady  by  divine  fupport,  and  furniflied  with 
uninterrupted  peace :  Thou  wilt  keep  him  in  perfeR 
peace  whofe  mind  is  flayed  on  thee,  becaufe  be  truftetb 
in  thee.  I(a.  xxvi.  3, 

The  feebleft  grace  that  the  Spirit  plants  in  the 
heart  God  acknowledges  and  approves.  Meekneis 
is  a  grace  that  foftens  the  (bul  under  the  laft  ftroke 
of  God's  rod,  and  is  one  ingredient  in  the  fan^fi* 
cation  of  our  afBi6tions,  if  they  are  at  all  (anfUfied. 
Every  one  that  learns  the  cxercife  of  this  grace 
from  Chrift,  finds  union  with  him,  and  reft  for  his 
foul  by  that  union ;  yea,  meeknefs,  exercifed  under 
a  believing  view  of  the  Lord's  goodnefs,  and  our 
intereft  in  it,  make$  the  yoke  eafy,  and  the  burden 
light. 

Self-abafement  alfo.  God  was  communing  with 
Job,  and  (hining  upon  him,  when  he  abhorred  him- 
felf,  and  repented  in  duft  and  ajbes.  Job  xlii.  6.  The 
Lord  keeps  the  hair  of  our  head  from  periftiing,  white 
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our  fouls  are  pofTefled  in  patience.     Ertry  grace  hat 
Jes  work,  and  a£ts  its  part  in  profefling,  worinippitfg^ 
and  fuffcring ;  we  read  of  patience  having  her  perfect 
work,  James  i.  4 ;  and  of  meekncfs  operating,  while 
wc  are  receiving  the  ingrafted  word,  James  i.  2 1 ; 
and,  if  pride  acconiipany  our  prayers  in  the  room  of 
humility,  inftcad  of  receiving  more  grace,  wc  arc  re- 
fifted^  James  iv.  6.  No  works  but  the  works  offatth, 
no  labour  but  the  labour  of  love,  no  patience  but  the 
patience  of  hope  in  our  Lord  Jcfus  Chrift,  will  ever 
pals  current  in  the  fight  of  God  and  our  Fathcn 
I  Thcff-  i.  J.      Hence  it  appears  that  grace  is  a 
lively,  aftive  principle;  it  fprings  in  its  exercifes, 
and  ricmains  with  us  when  its  aflivity  is  imperr 
ceptible;  and,  whether  it  be  found  in  a  child  or  in 
the  adult,  it  always  is  a  good  thing  toward  the  Lord 
God  of  Ifrael :  When  thy  feet  enter  the  eity  the  child 
Jhdli  die ;  and  all  Ifrael  Jhall  mourn  fer  him,  and  bury 
him:  for  be  only  of  Jeroboam  Jhall  come  to  the  grave j 
becaufe  in  him  there  is  found  fome  good  thing  toward  she 
Lord  God  of  Ifrael  in  the  boufe  of  Jeroboam^  i  Kings 
xiv.  12,  13.     All  grace  bends  or  kans  toward  the 
Lordi  upon  kim  it  is  exercifed,  and  in  him  it  ter- 
minates at  laft ;  it  reigns  through  righteoufnefs  unto 
eternal  life. 

3.  The  fpring  of  grace  is  in  all  our  profeffion  and 
cur  devotion,  ufcfulnefs  and  fruitfulnefs :  The  fruit 
of  the  Spirit  is  in  all  goodnejsy  and  righteoufnefs ^  and 
truth.  Eph.  v.  9.  Paul  obfcrvcd  this  in  his  mini- 
ftcrial  labours,  as  the  living  fpring  which  kept  him 
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in  motion,   and  made  his  preaching  effedual  in 

others.     Wberetmto  I  alfo  labour i  flrroing  according 

to  bis  toorkingy  which  worketb  in  me  mgbtily*  Col.  i. 

a^.    Yea,  glace  was  the  chief  labourer  or  the  agcnr^ 

and  Paul  the  inftrument :  /  laboured  more  abundantly 

than  they  all-,  yet  not  /,  but  the  grace  of  God  that  was 

with  me.    i  Cor.  xv.  lo.     Without  the  Spirit  and 

grace  of  God  the  miniftry  is  no  more  than  the  letter 

that  ktlleth  $    and  the  hearer  that  can  mix  no  faith 

with  the  word  is  neither  fed  nor  profited,   Heb. 

iir.  a;  and  all  prayer  that  is  not  attended  with  faith 

meets  with  no  returns :  Let  not  that  man  think  that 

he  jhdl  receive  any  thing  of  the  Lord,   James  i.  7. 

Every  grace  in  turn  is  exercifed  under  the  word 

preached.     By  faith  promifes  arc  obtained,  and  by 

the  fame  is  the  foul  fed  ;  we  live  by  faith ;  by  faith 

the  atonement  is  received,  and  the  heart  purified 

with  it  i  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  b  received  by 

faith,  and  by  faith  is  God  glorified.     There  is  no 

gratitude  to  God,  nor  delight  in  him ;  no  facrificing 

to  him  with  the  voice  of  joy  j  no  offering  acceptable 

praife  to  him,  or  facrificing  thankfgivings,  if  the 

heart  be  deftitute  of  all  love  to  him.    It  can  be  no-» 

thing  but  lip  labour  and  bodily  cxercife,  which  tend 

only  to  penury.     Few  would  be  found  waiting  at 

Wifdom's  gate,  and  watching  at  the  pofts  of  her 

doors ;  few  in  the  iflcs  would  wait  for  his  law,  if 

there  were  no  hope  or  expcftation  of  thcfe  things 

coming:  but  thcfe  waiting  fouls  have  their  promifcj 

J^hey  Jhall  not  be  ajhamed  that  wait  for  me.    And  as 


(    79    ) 

long  as  hope  bears  up  they  will  look  <Mit;  and  thofe 
that  wait  upon  their  matter  (hall  be  honoured ;  and, 
although  fuch  have  little  faith,  yet  it  is  often  fees 
that  they  have  much  patience. 

The  laft  branch  of  this  emblem  of  water,  whidi 
I  (hall  confider,  is  that  of  dew:  IwiU  he  as  the  dew 
nnto  Ifrael:   be  jhall  grow  as  the  lily,  and  caft  fdrth 
his  roots  as  Lebanon.  Hofea  xiv.  5«     This  dew  ol^ 
attends  with  the  word;  as  Mofes  fays.  My  Jpeech 
Jbdl  diftil  as  the  dew.    And  fome times  it  diftils  widi* 
out  the  word,  as  was  the  cafe  with  Job :    The  dew 
lay  all  night  upon  my  branch :  my  glory  was  frejb  in 
me,  and  my  bow  was  renewed  in  my  hand.  Job  xxix, 
19,  20.     The  firft  influence  of  this  refrefliing  dew, 
which  the  fincere  fcekcr  finds  under  this  diftillation, 
is  a  mod  warm  and  glowing  affed'ion  to  the  wor* 
fliippcrs  of  God;    this  is  moftly  the  firft  effcdl: 
which  union  appears  wonderful  to  him,  and  he  can- 
not account  for  it.  We  are  taught  of  God  to  love  one 
another ;  and  he  feels  his  foul  knit  to  the  family  of 
God,  but  knows  not  the  caufc.     Behold  how  good 
and  how  fleajant  it  is  for  brethren  to  dwell  together  in 
unity!  It  is  as  the  dew  of  Hermon^  and  as  the  dew  thai 
defcended upon  thi  mountains  of  Zion^  Pf.  cxxxiii.  i.  3. 
It  is  this  dew  that  attaches  the  foul  to  the  faints,  and 
draws  it  away  from  the  ungodly,  as  may  be  feen  in 
Ruth  and   Naomi;  in  Rahab  and    Ifracr«  fpics. 
The  dew,  however  profufe  when  it  falls,  is  foon 
exhaled,  and  difappears;  fo  thcfc  gentle  rcfrclhings 
arc  but  of  (hort  continuance :  yet  fccking  fouls  are 
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finfible  enough  when  they  are  rcfreihed  with  then), 
and  both  fad  and  lorrowful  when  they  feel  them- 
ielves  dry  and  barren  for  the  want  of  them* 

God  they  think  takes  no  notice  of  their  cafe,  he 
does  Aot  endear  himfclf  to  them^  and  they  are  fur- 
mfhed  with  no  thankfgivings,  no  grateful  acknow** 
led^ents  to  him~;  they  have  been  to  his  houfe^ 
waited  at  his  doors,  and  are  fcnt  empty  away:  this 
tries  the  weakling  not  a  little ;  however,  it  ferves  to 
make  them  the  more  fenfible  of  the  fi&vour  when  it 
does  come;  and  after  fuch  a  cutting  difappointment 
it  is  often  known  that  the  next  refrefhing  is  more 
abundant.  The  Lord  docs  not  dcfpife  the  day  of 
fmall  things;  the  weakefi  beginnings  (hall  be  kept 
alive ;  convidlions  by  God's  Spirit,  however  fhalbw^. 
all  cares  and  concerns  for  the  falvation  of  the  foul, 
bungerings  and  thirilings  after  the  bread  of  life  and 
the  righteoufneis  of  God,  (hall  not  vanifh  away« 
The  hungry  (hall  be  filled i  the  needy  Jball  not  always 
leforg&tten ;  the  expectation  of  the  poor  jhall  not  ferijb 
for  ever^  Pf.  ix*  1 8.  God  will  fatiate  the  weary,  and 
^  replenifli  the  forrowful  j  Jer.  xxxi,  25.  He  will  not; 
break  the  bruifed  reed,  though  it  makes  no  melody; 
nor  quench  the  fmoking  flax,  though  there  be  not 
the  fire  of  perfect  love,  nor  the  flame  of  joy;  for 
there  are  longing  defires  which  do  not  abate,  and 
Wifdom  tells  us,  the  deftre  of  a  man  is  his  kindnefs. 
Prov.  xix.  22.  Whether  the  operations  of  the  Spirit 
be  compared  to  fliowers,  rivers,  fountains,  brooks, 
dreams,  fprings,  or  dew,  all  is  water ;  and  water  is 
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of  a  deanfiiig,  cooling,  refrelhing  nature;  next  to 
the  fun  it  is  the  greatcft  bleffing  in  the  whole  crea- 
tion; and  there  can  be  no  fruit  or  fpod  without  it. 
And  fo  it  is  with  the  new  creation,  which  is  the 
hulbandry  of  God ;  when  the  Spirit  was  poured 
upon  us  from  on  high,  the  Gentiles  became  a  fruit- 
ful field  i  and,  when  the  Spirit  was  taken  from  the 
Jews,  that  fruitful  field  was  counted  for  a  foreft. 
Ifa.  xxxii.  15. 

Nor  does  this  emblem  of  water  militate  againft 
the  pcrfonality  of  the  Holy  Ghoft.  If  it  does,  then 
all  the  inhabitants  of  the  Pope's  dominions  are  qua- 
lities or  nonentities  alfo  ;  ^nd  be  JaUb  u$Ho  me^  "The 
waters  wbicb  thou  Jawefi  ^  wbere  the  wbore  fitttib^ 
are  people^  and  multitudes j  and  nations y  and  tongues. 
Key.  xvii.  15.  The  whole  Aflyrian  hofty  the  king 
of  that  hofl:,  and  all  his  glorious  retinue,  are  called 
the  waters  of  the  rher,  ftrpng  and  m^ny^  ^lii  viii,  7. 
The  next  emblem  of  the  Spirit,  that  prefcnts  itfelf  to 
me,  is  that  of  a  dove.  The  (hape  ^ndform  of  thh 
creature  the  tjoiy  Ghoft  affurocd  when  he  defcen^d 
from  heaven  upon,  the  Son  of  God;. and.  by  this 
vifible  defcent  of  the  Spirit  was  the  Saviour  difr 
tinguilhed  at  the  river  Jordan ;  -and  by  this  iigo  was 
he  to  jbe  known  to  the  Baptift.  For  thus  it  is,wri^j- 
tcn  ;  Tbe  beaven  was  opened^  a^d  the  I^olj  Gboji  dc- 
Jcended  in  a  bodily  Jbapt  like  a  dpve  upon  bim^  anfi  a 
voice  came,  from  beaven^ .  mhi,ch  Jaid^  TMu  (irt  n^  he^ 
loved  Son^  in  tbee  1  am  weU pleafed..  Luke  iii,  21,  22. 
In  this  paffage  a  trinity  gf  perfon^  in  ^he  Godhead  is 

G 


(  a  .) 

as  cfcar  as  tht  sun  at  noonday;  and  thtirdiffmfl: 
perfonality  alfo:  li^rc  fe  the  Son  of  Ood  ftanding 
opon  the  e^hh",  the  Holy  Gliofk  opening  the, hfea- 
rfens,  and  xfcfcending  in  the  bodily  fhape  of  a  dotrej 
iird  a  Voire  from  heaven  proclaiming  the  Saviour*i5 
fdrffhip,  whtcfh  voice  tnuft  coiiite  from  God  the 
Father,  arid  from  no  other.  And  now  was  Tulifilled 
that  ancient  and  wonderful  prophecy  -,  Vm^  yi  near 
mto  me,  hear  ye  thisy  I  have  notfpoken  in  Jetretfrofn 
the  'heginningy  from  the  time  that  it  was  there  dfn  I: 
hhd'noiv  the  Lord  God  and  his  Spirit  hathjm  "nre.  V&. 
Sdviri.  1 6.  Wherein  we  may  obfcrve,  fifft,  tha;t 
he  calls  iiT^ners  to  come  to  him  as  to  their  onl;^ 
fa^^otfr  and  tielrverdr ;  fecohdly,  to  atftend  tb  h» 
Voire  as  the  great  prophet  df  the  church ;  and, 
thirdly,  that  it  was  him  that  fpake  the  firft  proftiife 
piiblrcly,  arid  not  in  fecret,  fr6m  the  beginning,  when 
the  fetd  of  ^the  Wotnaii  was  promifed  to  brulfe  the 
icJrpent's^Hiiad.*-  'Ffam  the  time" that  jt  was,  that  fs, 
fPotn  the  ftm^'that  that  prctoife  waVgiVcn  outy  there 
^A  I./-Attd  now  the  Lard  God'^tid  hrs  Spirit 
likth  ftnft  me  to  perform  the  woi^k  and  fulfil'  the 
promife.  • 

WMt  tdlour  this^  bodily  Ihape  of  a  dove  appeared 
%  'Wliidh  'the  Holy  Ghoft  aflumed,  whethrt  White 
or  fiery,  k'nowhefb' mentioned. 
'•  IBy  riiis'tmbktti  a  threefold  operation  of  the  Spififc 
1s1rtt6ricledi'the  note  of  the' dove  is  mournful,  H^e 
^mufn  Jore  like  doves.  Ifa;  lix.  i  i . ' '  There  are  no 
"htoumers  in  Z'lXihi  no  molfrmn'g  d/er'fin,  or  over  a 
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fuf&ring  Saviour,  without  the  Spirit's  operatiooa. 
The  dove  is  noted  for  meekness;  and  evangelical 
meeknefi  is  a  fruit  of  the  Spirit^  Gal.  v.  23;  and  in. 
th^  exercHe  of  this  grace  the  we^keft  believer  Ends 
accefs  to  God,  and, great /ceedofn  and  boJdnefs  with 
him.  Hence  our  Lord  rails  himfdfcneck  and  lowly; 
and  be  calls  all  to  him  who  have  karned  the  fame. 
The  dove  is  a  haxmlefs  cr,eatuce;  and  Hence  our 
Lord  tells  his  difcipj^s  to  be  as  wif^  as  ferpeqts,  and 
harmleis  as  doves.  And  I  imow  of  none  fo  u&^l 
to  the  bodies,  fbiils,  and  circumSances  of  m^n,  .as 
real  fpiritual  preachers,  who  preach  the  kingdom  of 
God  to  (inners,  and  encourage  them  to  feek  it;  for 
.  thefe  feekers  have  all  other  things  added  unto  them. 
Nor  docs  this  emblem  dcftroy  the  perfonality  of^tbe 
Spirit,  for  the  church  of  God  is  called  a  dove  more 
'than once }  read  Songii.  14.  Ffal.  Ixxiv.  19. 

The  next  emblem  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  which  I 
fhall  confider,  is  that  of  .fire.  This  is  the  mpft 
powerful  clement  of  the  four,  and  will  deftroy  all 
the  others;  even  the  fea  ihall  be  dried  up  by  it; 
<  '^bus  bath  the  Lord  God  Jhewed  unto  me,  and  behold^ 
the  Lord  God  called,  to  contend  hyfire,  arid  it  devoured 
the  great  deep.  Amos  vii.  4.  Looking  far  andbafiing 
unto  the  coming  of  the  day  af  Cody  wherein  the  heavens 
heing  on  fire  fhall  bejijfolvedy  and  the  elements  fhall 
melt  with  fervent  heat.  2  Pet.  iii.  12.  Xhe  earth  alfo, 
and  the  wm'ks  that  are  therein,  /ball  be  burnt,  up.  2  Pqt. 
iii.  10.  Hence  it  appears,  that  the  heavens,  the 
flarry  heavens. and  the  ethereal,  the. great  deep,  the 
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earth  and  all  her  works,  (hall  be  burnt  up.  And  I 
believe  that  the  fuel^of  Tophet,  and  all  the  wicked 
in  it,  will  find  the  vengeance  of  heaven  ta  bt  kindled 
by  the  hot  diipleafure  of  the  Holy  Ghoftj  for  it  is 
written,  the  breath  of  the  Lord,  like  a  fir  earn  of  hrim^ 
fione^  doth  kindle  it.  Ifa.  xxx.  33. 

There  is  a  prophecy  going  before  upon  the  fub- 
jcft  now  in  hand,  namely,  upon  this  fiery  work  of 
the  Holy  Ghoft,  for  it  is  written ;    that  When  the 
Lordfhall  have  wajbed  away  the  filth  of  the  daughters 
of  Ziofs,  and  fhall  have  purged  the  hlood  ofjerufdem 
from  the  midft  thereof  by  thejfirit  cf  judgment  and  the 
Jpirit  of  burning.     And  the  Lord  will  create  upon  every 
dwelling  place  of  Mount  Zion^  and  upon  her  ajfemblies^ 
a  cloud  andjmoke  by  day^  andthefhining  of  a  fiaming 
fire  by  night :  for  upon  all  the  glory  Jhall  be  a  defence. 
Ifa,  iv.  4,  5.     The  Holy  Spirit  is  here  called  a  fpirit 
of  judgment,  bccaufc  it  is  be  that  applies  the  word 
preached,  and  gives  it  all  its  power;  by  which  power 
the  fi^ner  is  convinced,  convi6ted>  and  brought  in 
guilty  before  God :   this  is  the  finner's  judgment. 
And,  when  the  Spirit  applies  the  Lord's  atonement, 
and  clcanfes  the  finner  by  it,  and  by  the,wa(hLng,of 
regeneration,  the  finner  is  clean.     He  tHen  prcfcnts 
the  rightcoufnefs  of  Chrift  to  us>  and  by  faith  it  is 
put  on :  we  arc  then  juflified  in  the  name  of  our 
Lord  Jefus,  and  by  the  Spirit  6f  our  God.  Hence  he 
•  is  called  the  Spirit  of  judgment.     Another  part  of 
our  cleanfing  is  by  the  fpirit  of  burning;  From  all 
your  filthinefs  and  from  all  your  idols  will  I  ckaHfe 
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you^  faith  the  Lord.  We  arc  waflied  from  fin  by  the 
blood  of  Chrift,  and  fanftified  by  the  waQiing  of 
regeneration.  But  what  is  it  that  clcanfcth  us  from 
all  our  idols  ?  What  is  that  which  removes  all  thefc 
from  the  heart  and  affeflions  ?  I  anfwer,  this  is  done 
by  the  fpirit  of  burning,  and  the  fpirit  of  burning  is 
the  fpirit  of  love.  2  Tim.  i.  7.  The  Spirit,  having 
cleanfed  us  and  juftified  us  as  a  fpirit  of  judgf 
m^nt,  then  operates  as  the  fpirit  of  love,  and  (beds 
abroad  the  love  of  God  in  the  heart ;  and,  having 
much  forgiven,  we  love  much;  and  when  God  is 
much  loved  idols  are  lighdy  efteemed.  And,  to  be 
plain,  this  is  our  fpiritual  circumcifion ;  And  thi 
laord  thy  God  will  circumcife  thy  hearty  and  the  heart 
of  thy  feedy  that  thou  mayeji  love  the  Lord  thy  God 
with  all  thy  hearty  and  with  all  thy  foul^  that  thou 
mayefl  live. '  Dcut.  xxx.  5.  All  circumcifion  in  the 
flefli  is  no  more  than  a  fign.  Rom.  iv.  11.  God 
himfelf  declares  it  is  not  circumcifion  which  is  in 
the  flefli.  Rom.  ii.'  28.  True  circumcifion  ftands 
in  thefe  two  things :  firft,  in  the  forgivenefs  of  fins; 
In  whom  alfo  ye  are  circumcifed  with  the  circumciftm 
made  without  hands ^  in  putting  off  the  body  of  the  fins 
of^the  jlejh  by  the  circumcifion  of  Chrifi,  Col.  ii.  11: 
and  the  fccond  is,  to  love  and  adore  a  fin- pardon- 
ing God.  This  circumcifion  is  God's  work,  and  he 
docs  it  that  we  may  love  him  with  all  the  heart,  and 
with  all  the  foul,  that  we  may  live;  live  to  him  in 
this  world,  and  live  with  him. in  the  world  to  come, 
And  it  is  plain  that,  when  the  whole  heart  and 
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foul  teves  God,  no  room  is  left  for  idols.  Thf* 
is  the  Ihining  of  a  flaming  fire  by  night,  which  rcllsi^ 
upon  Zion  and  her  aflfemblics  5  and  the  fmoke  is  the 
perpetual'  incenfc  of  fpiritual  prayer,  attended  with 
the  fervoiir  of  the  ipirit  and  of  his  grace.  This  is 
our  circumcifion,  typified  under  the  old  teftamcntf 
and  this  is  our  fpiritual  baptifm,  prefigured  by  water 
under  the  new.  The  fign  went  before,  the  fubftance 
followed  after  :  I  indeed  baptize  you  with  water  unfa 
repentance,  but  be  that  cometh  after  me  is  mightier  than 
/,  who/e  Jhoes  I  am  not  worthy  to  bear;  hejhall  bap- 
tize you  with  the  Holy  Ghojl  and  with  fire.  Mat.  ili. 
1 1.  This  text  ha^  puzzled  many  good  men,  becaufe 
of  the  diftindioii  made  by  the  copulative  W;  he 
Jholl  baptize  you  with  the  Holy  Ghoft  and  with 
fire.  fJencc  fomc  conclude  that  the  defccnt  of  tnc 
Holy  Ghoft  upon  us  is  one  baptifm  j  and  the  fire, 
fignifying  fiery  trials,  is  another.  But,  as  this  bap- 
tifm fucceeds  circumcifion,  and  in  the  Holy  Spirit's 
fenfe  is  one  and  the  fame  thing,  baptifm  by  the 
Spirit  !§  receiving  him  as  our  cverlafting  comforter; 
this  is  baptifm  by  the  Holy  Ghoft.  And  the  bap- 
fifm  by  fire  is  the  love  of  God  the  Father;  Hope 
maketh  not  ajhamed,  fays  Paul;  becaufe  the  love  of 
God  is  fhed  abroad  in  our  hearts  by  the  Holy  Ghoft 
which  is  given  unto  us.  Rom.  v.  5.  In  which  paf- 
fage  the  love  of  God  the  Father  flied  abroad  in  the 
heart  is  mentioned  as  diftinft  from  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
V'hich  is  given  unto  us;  This  I  believe  to  be  the 
fruc  and  unftrained  fenfe  of  that  text^  nor  need  thu; 
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diftinftion  appear  ftrange,  fince  we  read  of  the  love 
of  God  the  Father;  The  Father  bimjelf  h^eth  y$u 
bec(iufe  you  have  loved  mt.  John  xvi.  27.  The  love 
of  Chrift  alfo;  Cbrifi  loved  the  churchy  and  gave  bim^ 
Jelffor  if,  Eph.  v.  25,  And  of  the  love  ojF  the  Spirit^ 
Rom.  XV.  30.  By  the  emblem  of  fire,  is  the  love 
of  God,  Father,  Son,  and  Spirit,  reprefentcd;  aU 
of  which  come  upon  us  at  our  fpiritual  baptifm; 
And,  as  fire  is  the  moft  predominant  of  all  the  cle* 
raents,  fo  is  love  at  our  baptifrai  it  burns,  purifies, 
and  purges,  till  it  makes  clear  work  indeed.  All  our 
idols,  drofs,  tin,  fclf-righteoufnefs,  and  dead  forma- 
lity, are  gone  with  deteftation  and  abhorrence^ 
and  even  ourfelves  are  abhorred  as  well  as  thofe 
baubles :  love  carries  all  before  it,  neither  Satan's 
.flopc}s,  nor  finners*  rage,  can  do  any  thing  with  it; 
Many  wafers  cannot  quench  love,  neither  can  the  floods 
drown  if^  If  a  man  would  give  all  thejubftance  of  his 
boufe  for  hve^  it  would  utterly  he  contemned.  Song 
viii.  I.  Love  not  only  purifies  us' from  idols,  but 
it  brings  us  to  an  exiftence  in  God;  for  he  that 
loveth  dwelieth  in  God  and  God  in  him.  i  John  iv.  |6, 
It  makes  a  minifter  a  flaming  fire.  Pf.  civ.  4,  It  is 
the  higheft  branch  of  divine  knowledge ;  He  that 
loveth  is  horn  of  God^  and  knoweth^God.  i  John  iv.  7, 
It  is  an  alluring,  attrading,  conftrainihg  influence ; 
The  love  of  Chrift  conftraineth  us.  2  Cor.  v.  14.  It  is 
Attended  with  a  pleafmg,  becoming,  fiery  zeal,  \^ich 
is  a  zeal  according  to  knowledge.  It  is  that  grace 
^  which  e(labli(bes  and  fettles  the  whole  building,  and 
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in  the  light  of  which  theglory  of  God  appears  i  JVhm 

the  Lord  Jhall  build  up  Zion  he  Jhall  appear  in  bis 

glory ^  Pf.  cii.  i6s  for  charity  edifieth^   i  Gor.  viii.  1. 

It  builds  up  and  completes  the  edifice,  and  is,  and 

will  be,  the  completing  and  perfefting  of  all  real 

and  evangelical  holincfs  in  us ;  According  as  he  bath 

chojen  us  in  him  before  the  foundation  of  the  worlds 

that  we  fhould  be  holy  and  without  blame  before  him  in 

love.  Eph.  i.  4.     In  fhort,  when  this  fire  burns  in 

the  heart  it  heats  and  inflames  the  whole  foul,  and 

fets  the  word  of  God  all  on  a  blaze  ;  Alfo  I  will  make 

my  words  in  thy  mouth  fire.  Jcr.  v.  14,     His  word 

was  a  fire  fhut  up  in  my  bones.    Jer.  xx.  9.     The 

live  coal  from  the  altar  that  touched  the  lips  of 

Ifaiah,  and  purged  him  from  all  his  fin,  was  the 

promife  of  Jife  attended  with  the  fpirit  of  love.  Ifa. 

.  vi.  7.     The  facred  flame  \vent  through  him  in  a 

minute;    ^hine  iniquity  is  taken  away^  and  thy  fin 

purged.     A  minifter  thus  inflamed  is  often  inftru- 

mental,  in  the  hand  of  the  Spirit,  of  inflaming  a 

whole  church  i   Upon^  mount  Zion  Jhall  be  deliverance, 

and  there  Jhall  be  holmefs-.     And  the  houje  of  Jacob 

fhall  be  a  fire  ^  arj  the  houfe  of  Jofeph  aflame,  and  the 

bouje  of  Ffau  for  Jlubble.  Obadiah  18.  ■  The  light 

which  Ihines  forth  from  love  is  called  the  true  light; 

for,  let  men  difcover  or  perceive  what  they  itiay  of 

divine  things,  as  Balaam  did,  yet  the  guilt  of  fin  on 

the  confcicnce,  and  the  carnal  enmity  of  the  mind, 

ftain  it,  and  aggravate  the  mifery  of  him  that  fce§ 

the  light.  The  light  that  was  in  Judas  was  darknefs^ 
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and  how  great  was  that  darknefs!  Matt,  vl  23  ;  be 
caufe  what  he  faw  he  hated ;  he  faw  the  light  and 
rebelled  againft  it.  Job  xxiv.  13.  From  all  which 
it  is  plain  that  this  emblem  of  fire  fets  forth  the 
operations  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  when  he  influences 
the  foul  as  the  fpirit  of  love  j  this  diflblves  the  ftony 
heart,  and  melts  the  ftubborn  foul,  and  bows  the 
will  to  the "eafy  yoke*  It  refines,  purges,,  and  puri* 
fies  us  from  the  love  of  fin,  from  the  love  of  felf, 
the  love  of  the  world,  ana  all  its  idols ;  it  furnilbes 
us  with  a  warm  and  becoming  zeal,  and  is  attended 
with  light,  and  this  light  has  a  brightnefs  in  it,  a 
luftre  which  nothing  but  love  can  give  it,  as  faith 
the  prophet;  Fcr  Zion'sfake  I  will  not  boldmypeace, 
and  for  JeruJalenCsJake  I  will  not  reft^  until  the  rigb^ 
teoufnefs  thereof  go  forth  as  brightnefs^  and  the  falvation 
thereof  as  a  lamp  that  bumeth.  Ifa.  Ixii.  x.  This  is 
falvation  from  fin,  and  burning  love  by  the  Spirit 
inflaming  the  pardoned  finner.  The  righteoufneis 
of  faith  conOes  with  brightnefs,  and  the  forgivenefs 
of  fins  with  a  lamp  that  burns.  All  light  but  this 
n  but  moon-light,  and  fliines  only  in  the  night,  and 
upon  the  children  of  the  night ;  but  the  influence  of 
love,  when  the  Spirit  tcftifies  of  Chrift,  applies  the 
atonement,  and  clothes  the  foul  with  the  garments 
pf  falvation,  and  flieds  abroad  the  love  of  God  in 
the  heart:  it  is  compared  to  the  fun  itfdfy/iri/ey^ine, 
for  thy  light  is  come,  and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  is  rifen 
^pon  thee,  Ifa*  Ix.  i*.  The  Lord  fball  be  unto  thee  an 
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ever  lading  light ,  and  thy.  Gad  thy  glory ;  iiyjun  JhieS 
no  more  go  down*  Ifa.  Ix.  19,  20. 

Nor  docs  this  emblem  of  fire  make  againft  the 
perfonatity  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  for  men  arc  fet  forth 
by  the  iatne ;  He  maketb  his  angels  Jpiriis,  and  bis 
mimjters  a  fame  of  fire.  Hcb.  i.  7.  John  was  a 
burnirig  and  a  Ihining  light.  But  neither  the  flaming 
fire,  nor  the  burning  and  (hining  of  John,  dc^ftroyed 
the  perlbnality  of  minifters ;  no  more  does  the  dif* 
ferent  operations  of  the  Spirit,  fet  forth  by  different 
emblems^  deftroy  the  pcrfondlity  of  the  Spirit. 

r  now  corne  to  confider  another  emblem  of  the 
Spirit,  which  is  that  of  oil,  which  is  intended  to  fee 
forth  afKjthcr  operation  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  is 
iK)t  to  be  appiicd  to  every  influence  which  the  Spirit 
produceth  in  men.  This  operation,  whatever  il  is, 
is  called  the  anointing,  and  was  typified  by  the 
anointing  of  the  Jewifli  pricfts ;  And  tboujhalt  ancii^t 
them  that  tbey  may  minijler  unto  me  in  the  pieft's  office^ 
for  their  anointing  Jkall  Jurely  be  an  everlafting  frieft^ 
hod.  Exod.  3d.  15.  Thcfe  priefts  were  Levites, 
and  no  other.  And  thefe  were  faints  in  type  j  for 
Lcvitcs  in  truth  continue  to  this  day  in  their  anoint- 
ing, and  flill  dttend  the  altar  and '  minifter  in  the 
pricft's  office.  And  the  word  of  the  Lord  eame  unt(^ 
Jeremiah  y  faying^  Thus/aitb  the  Lord^  If  you  can  break 
•my  covenant  of  the  day,  and  my  covenant  of  the  nighty 
and  that  there  fhould  not  be  day  and  night  in  their  fe^ 
fms  \  then  may  alfo  my  covenant  be  broken  with  David 
my  Jervantytbat  he  Jhoiildnot  have  afon  to  reign  upon 


(  ^>  ) 

kis  throne ;  and  mtb  the  Le^ites^  tie  priejls,  my  m* 
niters.  As  the  boft  of  heaven  cannot  be  numkred^ 
neither  the  /and  of  the  fea  meafured,  fo  will  I  muliifljr 
the  feed  of  David  my  fervant^  and  the  Levites  thaP 
tninifter  unto  me.  Jer.  x'xxiii-  1 9 — la.  The  mme 
Lif  vite,  according  to  the  learned,  figniBes  joined,  TttA 
is  fignificant  enough  J  for  he  that  is  anointed  with 
the  Spirit  is  joined  to  the  Lord,  and  isone  fpirk 
with  him,  i  Cor.  vi,  17.  And,  to  (hew  the  duration* 
of  this  anointing,  and  of  the  office  of  priefthood, 
both  thename  and  office  are  now  applied  to  the  Gen* 
rfles  J  And  I  will  alfo  take  of  them  for  piefis  and  far 
Levites^  faith  the  Lord.  Ifa.  Ixvi.  ai.  On  this  ac- 
count the  whole  church  is  called  a  royal  priefthood, 
and  every  faint  both  a  king  and  a  prieft,  to  oflfcr  tip 
^iritual  facrifices. 

There  were  to  be  four  forts  of  fpices  mixt  with 
oliye  oil  in  this  anointing.  Exod.  xxx.  2J.  Two 
graces,  love  and  joy,  are  couched  in  the  oilj  and 
faith,  life,  hope,  and  patience,  are  held  forth  by  the 
fpices,  Without  faith  we  cannot  plcafe  Godj  with^ 
out  life  all  fcrvice  is  dead  works;  without  hope  there 
can  be  no  expeftation  of  God's  prefcncc,  or  ac- 
ceptance; and  without  patience  we  (hould  foon  tire 
in  waiting  at  the  altar.  Upon  man's  flefh  fhdl  it  not 
he  poured  J  neither  Jhall  ye  make  any  like  it  ■:  wbo^^ 
Joever  compoundetb  any  like  it,  or  wbofoever  put-- 
teth  any  of  it  upon  a  fir  anger,  fhall  even  be  cut  off 
from  his  people.  Exod.  xxx.  32,  23-  ^^  this  there 
appears  a  myftcry  \    Upon  mm*s  fk^  Jhall  it  not  he 
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pouredy  and  yet  it  was  poured  upon  Aaron's  hcacf, 
and  went  down  to  his  beard,  as  the  Pfalmift  fays^ 
oil  :was^  alfo  put  upon  the  head  of  a  leper  at  his 
clcanfing.  Lev.  xiv.  17.  It  was  put  fen  the  tip  of 
bis  right  ear>  which  fignified  obedience  to  the  ^ 
Spirit's  voices  upon  the  thumb  of  his  right  hand, 
to  fliew  that  we  receive  the  promifc  of  the  Spirit 
through  faiths  and  upon  the  toe  of  his  right  foot, 
to  (ignify  that  if  we  walk  in  the  Spirit  we  (hall  not 
fulfil  the  lufts  of  the  flelh.  '  The  priefts  at  their  con- 
fecration,  and  the  lepers  at  their  cleaonng,  were  the 
perfons  that  were  thus  anointed  under  the  law^  and 
the  divine  union  remains  with  gofpel  minifters  and 
fenfible  finners  to  this  day.  Ufon  marC s  ftejh  Jhdl  it 
not  he'pured\  that  is,  upon  any  ftrangcr.  Exodus 
XXX,  J  J,  who  is  in  the  flefh,  and  in  no  fenfe  dedi- 
cated to  God.  Wc  arc  riot  to  npply  fpiritual  things  . 
to  him.  Neither  Jhall  y^  make  any  like  it ;  wbo/o^- 
ever  does  Jhall  he  cut  off.  Exod.  xxx.  32.  The 
contents  of  that  text  will  feme  time  or  other  be  found, 
dreadful  to  them  who  ftudy  oratory  in  order  to  move 
the  corrupt  paffions  of  carnal  profcffors,  which  is 
done  to  deceive,  hy  trying  to  counterfeit  or  imitate 
the  power  and  operations  of  the  Spirit  of  grace. 

But  the  queftion  is.  What  is  meant  by  this  anoint- 
ing ?  It  apf^ars  even  in  the  old  law  to  be  fothething 
of  a  crowning  work ;  and  even  a  crown,  that  noble 
cap-of  ftate,  is  afcribed  to  it.  This  crown  fcems  to 
be  the  glory  of  \x.\  Neither  Jhall  the  bigb^ejh  go  in  to 
4my  4cad  body^  nor  d^le  bimfelfy  Jor  bis  Jather  or  Jot 
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bismvtb^i  neither  Jhair be  go  out  of  the /an ff nary, 
nor  frofane,  theJanSuary  of  bis  Gody  for  the  crown  of 
the  anointing  oil  of  bis  God  is  upon  bim:  I  am  the 
Lord,  L^m.  xxi.  ii,  12.  Every  operation  of  the 
Spirit  is  not  this  anointing. 

Men  may  be  corivinced  of  fin  by  the  Spirit,  as 
our  Lord's  weeping  audience  were  "when  he  deli- 
vered his  firft  public  fermpn  on  the  mount  Mat- 
thew, chap.  V.         ^  \ 

Men  may  receive  the  grace  of  faith  under  the 
.operation  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  as  the  apoffles  and 
difcipies  of  Chrift"  did,  and  yet  n6t  be  anointed, 
ftridtly  fpeaking. 

Yea,  men  may  be  quickened,  and  have  everlafting 
life,  as  our  JLord's  believing  followers  had;  yet,  in 
my  judgment,  even  this  is  not  that  which  is. meant 
by  this  anoiriting. 

And  I  am  pf  opinion  that  a  foul  may  bft  wa(hed 
in  regeneration,  and  yet  not  be  anointed*  Our  Lord 
himfelf  fays  to  the  apoftlcs  add  difcipies,  Nowy^  an 
.  clean  through  the  xaord  which  J  have  Jp^m  unto  youy 
Johh  XV.  it  Yeai  Jefus  faith ;  to  Peter,  He  :tbat  is 
wajh^d  needeth  not  fave  Ui  wtijh:  his  ffiet^.  hut  is  clean 
svisry  wMth  and  ye  are  ckany.  hut  .nop  aM.  Fjot  be 
knew  .who  fiould\ketray  him,  therefore  he  faidi  J&  «w 
not  all  dean,  John  xiiu  ip^  11.  All  the  apoftles, 
CKCcpdng  Judas,  wesFC  cleaq  every  whit,. dnd.  needed 
ua  more  wathing^  feve  to  walh  their  feet.  By  whidi 
it  appears  that  the  M^ajcr  bad  done  its  work,  but  the 
o'd  v&iS'  yet  l^:CpaiCi:v?tiich.fh.cws  tbact  there  is  a 
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difibitnce  between  wa(hing  ^nd  anointing.  Marjr 
firft  vaCbcd  the  Lord's  feet  wkh  tears,  and  then 
anobted  them  with,  ointment,  Luke  vii.  38. 

I  might  add  to  all  this,  and  aflert  that  the  king- 
dom of  God  may  be  begun  wliere  this  anointing  is 
aot  ^vfin ;  NeiiberJbaU  they  Jay  ^  Lo  bert,  9r  lo  tbircy 
far  bebald  the  kingdom  of  God  is  witbin  you^  Luke 
«yii.  2i« 

I  have  gon&  great  lengths  in.  this,  .and  yet  I  do 

iiot^lieire  that  the  anointing,  ftri&ly  fpeaking,  is 

;in  any  of  thefe  operations.     And  ta^  reafdii  for  it 

js  tikis,  that  where  this  anobting  comes  men  are 

wonderfully  inftruftcd,  as  John  faySfButye  have  m 

^nad^m  .from  the  Holy  One,  and  ye  know  all  things. 

I  John  iL  20^     And  again.  But  the  aminting  whieb 

ye  have  rtceifved  of  him   abideth  in  you^    and  ye 

need  not  that  any  fnan  teach, you\  hut,  as  the  Jam 

Mmnting  Jeadfefb  you  of  all  things^   4ind  is  truth, 

jmd^  is  m  Jit,  and  even  ms  it  bath  iau^fit  ^you,  ye 

^/bail  ^ide  in  him*    i  John  iL  27*    John  informs  us 

.that  ihtsattmiang  teaches  us  p  know  all  things, 

wfaoch  ^will  :by  no  means  agree  with  the  knawledge 

.of  ithe  di&ipks  at  the  crucifiEioh  of  Chrift ;  for,  in- 

jlead  of  their  knowing  all  things  «they  knew  Rule 

^m  nothing,  and  this  John  ^oofefid^  at  the  Lord's 

.tosnb;  l!ben  went  in  affo  that  other  difciple,  which 

jcame  Jirfi  to  the  Jepukbre^;  ^ndhejaw  and  believed. 

For  as  yet- they  knew  not  the  Jeriptur^s,  that  bem^ 

rye  from  the  dead.  John  xx.*  8, 9. 

Under  the  opprcflion  of  th€  kwig  of  AHyriaj  tlic 
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yoke  df  bondage  is  fct  forth  by  the  prophet  jfaiah ; 
And  it  Jhall  cdme  U>  fafs  in  that  day^  that  his  burden 
/hali  be  taien  away  from  offtby  jhoulderSy  and  bis  yt^ 
fi-tmroffthy  neck,  and  the  yoke  JhaR  he  dejircyed  iecauft 
cfthe  anointing,  Ifa.  x.  ay.  But  neither  the  yoke  of 
legal  bondage,  nor  the  yoke  of  tihe  fear  of  man,  ¥Pas 
as  yet  deftroyed  from  the  difcipks*  necks.  Tken  the 
fdme  day  at  gvemng,  being  the  firjl  ddy  of  fbe  week, 
"when  the  doors  were  Jhut^  where  ith^  dijciples  were 
ajimbkd  fir  fear  of  the  Jeiu^,  cmte  Jefus  -^md  flood 
infbemidjt.  John  xk.  19.  From  thefe  observations 
it  appears,  that  as  yet  their  eyes  we»e  jiot  anoimed^ 
becattfctfreyicnew  not  the  fcrrpturesj  nor  was  the 
yoke  deftroyed,  for  they  were  fhut  -op  for  fear  if 
the  Jews;  the  yoke  abode  becaufetbeytwere  not  as 
7et  anointed. 

Otir  Lord -had  commanded  the'apofWes  Chat -they 
fhould  not  depart  from  Jerufalem,  but  wait  for  the 
•promifc  of  the  Fatlitn  A£i:s  i.  -4.  And  upoh  the 
promifed  defcent  of  the  Holy  Spirit  the  apoftlrs 
vwerc  to  be  anointed  j  and  odr-Lotd  pirdflfes  them 
*  mtieh  upon  pnaying  and  expeftkig  this  o5l  j  ^HUkerto 
bnveye  aj^ed  nothing  in  viyvdme ;^afky  and  ye  'fkM 
receive^  that  your  joy  -may  be  full.  John^xvii  04. 
Chrift  iiimfclf  was  anointed^with  the- oft  of  ^kdnefs 
'^oVc  his 'fellows,  Pf.'Hlv.  7  ;  and  lie  was  anointed 
that  he  might  Anoint  others,  even  all  the  rftourners 
in  Zion  J  to  appoint  unto Jbem  that  tnourn  in^^on^  )to 
givt'unto  tbent  tedtity  fir  ajhes^  md  the  oil.  of  joy  fir 
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mourning.  Ifa.  Ixi.  3.  This  biefled  and  ever  ador^ 
able  anointing  with  the  oil  of  joy  mcludes  theie 
three  things. 

.  Firft^  the  love  of  God  flied  abroad  in  the  heart, 
and  pcrfeifted  there;  for  pcrfcft  love  cafteth  out  all 
fear  i  and,  if  all  fear  is  call  out  by  perfed  love,  then 
the  yoke  is  deftroyed  becaufe  of  the  anointing. 

Secondly,  this  anointing  is  to. anoint  their  eyes 
that  they  might  fee.  Rev.  iii.  iS.  And  this  is 
promifed;  Bui  the  comfinrter^  which  is  the  Holy 
Ghqfty  ;whom  the  Father  will  Jendin  my  name^  he 
fiaU'  teach  you  all  things y  and  bring  all  things  to 
yfiur  remembrance  whatfoever  I  have  Jaid  unto  you. 
John  xiv.  26. 

Thirdly,  upon  the  defcent  of  the  Holy  Ghoft 
the  mourners  in  Zion  were  to  be  comforted  \  the 
oil  of  joy  was  to  be  given  for  mourning,  and  tiieir 
joy  was  to  be  full.  And  fo  we  read.  And  the  dif- 
ciples  were  filled  with  joy  and  with  the  Holy  Ghofi. 
Aftsxiii.  52. 

Th<ere  is  a  joy  tl^at  fprings  from  hope,  and  joy 
from  a  good  confcience$  but  the  joy  that  fprings 
from  perfeft  love  is  the  crown  of  the  anointing  oil. 
David  fays  that  God  had  crowned  him  with  loving 
kindne/s  and  tender  mercies.  Pfal.  ciii.  4.  It  is  no 
^wonder  then  that  thi^ joy  is  called  the  crown,  when 
we  read  that  our  Lord  went  to  this  at  his  afcenfion  i 
In  thy  prejence  is  fulne/s  of- joy y  ^  nifd  at  thy  right  hand 
plea/uresfor  evermore.  Pfal.  xVi.  11.     Paul  calls  the 
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iPiiilippians  bk  jay  and  crown.  And  it  will  appear 
in  the  greaft  day  that  this  anointing  with  the  oil  of 
joy  will  be  the  crowning  work ;  and  this  crown  of 
'anoindng  dl  will  be  upon  the  heads  of  all  the  faints ; 
The  ran/med  of  the  LordfoaU  return  to  Zion  witb/ongSi^ 
<md  everlaftmg  joy  upm  their  beads ;  tbej  JhaU  obtain 
joy  mdgladnejsy  and/orrow  and ^gbing  JhaU  flee  uway. 
lia.xxxv.  lo. 

•  Our  Holy  of  holies  is  above,  where  our  High« 
pried  is  gone ;  and  where  fhould  the  Levites  be  but 
where  the  High  prieft  is  ?  Befides^  one  part  of  the 
prieft's  work  in  the  fanAuaiy  was  to  play  the  mufic 
and  to  lead  the  fong.  And,  as  there  will  be  no  pray- 
ing, preaching,  bearing,  and  copfefling  above,  only 
playing  the  harp,  praifing,  rejoicing,  loving,  ador* 
ing,  and  fingtng  \  and,  as  nothing  tunes  the  heart  for 
a  fong  like  the  oil  of  joy;  this  crown  of  anointing  oil 
is  toht  upon  their  heads  when  they  return  with  fongs» 
And,  to  fit  us  for  this  branch  of  the  miniftry,  fbr- 
row  and  fighing  is  to  flee  away,  and  the  oil  of  joy 
and  of  gladnefs  is  to  be  obtained,  in  order  to  carry 
.  on  the  everlafting  fong ;  and  indeed  all  divine  joys 
will  meet  together  here,  ^to  compofe  this  crown  of 
the  anointing  oil.  We  read  of  the  joy  of  harveftj 
and  this  is  harveft-home,  when  he  that  fows  and 
they  that  reap  fhall  both  rejoice  together.  We  read 
of  the  joy  of  the  bridegrbom  j  and,  as  the  bridegroom 
rgoicetb  over  the  bride^  Jo  flaaU  thy  God  rejoice  over 
ibee.  And  we  read  of  the  joy  of  the  bride  i  fFitb 
jey  and  rejoicing   Jbali  Jhe  be  brought ,   and  \JbdU 
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enitr  into  the  king's  palact.  Again,  let  us  rg^ce  ' 
and  be  glad,  for  the  -marriage  of  the  lami  is  corner 
and  bis  wife  bath  made  berfelf  readf.  And  all  Qhrift's 
^ichful  fcedfmcn  arc  to  come  again  with  rejoicing, 
bringing  their  (heaves  with  them,  and  will  be  blefled 
as  feithful  fervants,  and  -will  enter  into  the  joy  of 
their  L6rd.  This  is  the  crowning  work,  and  the 
crown  of  the  anointing  oil;  and  it  will  then  appear 
that  the  anointing  of  thefe  Levites  will  furely  be  the 
anointing  of  an  everlafting  priefthood. 

In  this  glafs  my  dear  friends  may  fee  the  lamp 
of  the  fooliih  virgins,  who  heard  the  word,  and 
anon  with  joy  received  it,  but  had  no  root  in  them- 
felves;  and,  if  no  rooted  love  to  the  bridegroom, 
there  can  be  no  joy  and  rejoicing  at  his  coming. 
Guilt  rifing  up  in  the  confcience  will  BU  the  mind 
with  fhame  and  fear  j  and,  when  vengeance  is  ex- 
pcfted,  enmity  rifes  up,  and  envy  will  foon  wither 
'  all  joy,  and  when  joy  withers  the  lamp  is  out. 

Once  more :  From  thefe  different  operations  of 
the  Spirit  are  the  fervants  of  God  differently  deno- 
rninatied  s  we  read  of  fons  of  thunder  alarming  \  of 
but'ning  and  fhining  lights  illuminating;  and  of  mi- 
nifters  being  a  flaming  (ire,  which  is  the  feraphim 
inflaming  others.  We  read  of  living  creatures  car- 
rying the  word  of  life ;  thefe  are  the  cherubims.  Wc 
read  of  fons  of  peace  and  ambaffadors  of  peace; 
thefe  have  got  pardon  in  their  mouths,  pubiifhing 
falvation.  We  read  of  fons  of  confolation  comforting 
the  mourners;  and,  according  to  the  learned,  we 
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feadoffons  of  oil,  Zcch.  iv.  14,  carrying  the  horn 
to  anoint  the  fons  of  David.  Blending  thefe  things 
together  by  the  name  of  anointing,  has  led  fome 
gracious  fouls  to  conclude  that  they  have  no  part 
or. lot  in  the  matter.  But  why  not?  Becauie,  fay 
they,  the  anointing  teacheth  us  to  know  all  things, 
and  I  am  fo  blind  and  ignorant  that  I  know  nothing. 
Beloved,  farewell ;  God  Almighty  blcfs  and  keep 
thee  both !  So  prays  thine  affedtionate  father  in  the 
bonds  of  the  gofpel, 


W.  HUNTINGTON,  S.  S. 
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Give  a  portion  to  fcven,  and  alfo  to  eight ;  for  thou  knowcft  not  what  evil  ftjaU  i 

be  upon  the  earth.  ,  EccL.  xi.  2.  j 
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MR.   AND   MRS.    DAVIDSON, 
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Beloved  in  God,  grace  and  peace  he  multiplied  to  you 
through  our  Lord  Jejus  Chrijl. 

Time  has  been  when  I  could  have  fung  a 
Chriftmas  carol  at  your  door ;    but  the  bellows 
which  ufed  to  fill  the  pipes  are  much  decayed  by 
being  much  ufed,  on  which  account  I  have  been 
obliged  for  many  years  to  lay  by  the  melody  of 
my  fongs,  as  Ifrael  of  old  did  of  their  viols ;  and^ 
being  incapable  of  producing  thefe  fruits  of  the 
lip,  i  here  fend  you  a  Chriftmas  offering,  Which 
is  the  fruit  both  of  the  head  and  of  the  heart. 
They  oaihe  promifcuoufly  into  my  mind,    and 
fweetly  employed  my  thoughts  as  they  came ;  ahd, 
though  apparent  contradidions  in  themfelves,  yet 
I  brought  them  all  into  harmony  through  the 
anointing  of  the  Holy  One  j  nor  was  I  a  little  de- 
lighted while  my  mind  was  engaged  in  them.    I 
call  it  a  riddle  upon  all  ik  all,  and  you  are  al- 

B  low«d 
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lowed  all  the  Chriftmas  holidays  to  find  it  out ; 
but,  fliould  any  of  the  fruit  in  this  garden  of 
nuts  be  found  too  hard  for  your  teeth,  fend  than 
back  to  the  huekiler,  and  he  promifes  to  lend  you 
Hip  ufe  of  his  crackers.  Accept  of  this  as  my 
Chriftmas-box,  and  take  in  good  part  the  addi- 
tions ;  I  mean  the  complioienta  of  the  feafon, 
which  arc, 

**  A  meny  Chriftmas,"  fpringing  from  Chrift 
formed  in  the  heart  the  hope  of  glory ;  for  a 
merry  heart  doth  good  like  a  medicine,  and  he 
that  hath  ti  merry  heart  hath  a  continual  feaft. 

^^  I  wifli  you  a  happy  new  year,'*  and  full  pof- 
feffion  of  the  bleffings  of  the  new  covenant;  name- 
ly, a  new  heart,  and  a  new  fpirit,  and  the  ufe  of 
new  tongues ;  much  fervice  in  the  newnefs  of  the 
Spiyit,  and  a  happy  walk  in  newnefs  of  life ;  many 
comfortable  fips  of  the  new  wine  of  the  kingdom, 
xnd  many  pledges,  earnefts,.  and  foretaftes^  of  thofe 
new  enjoyments  which  are  promifed  by  the  new 
Thing  to  the  new-bom  heirs  of  promife,  in  the 
new  heaven  and  the  new  earth  wherein  dwelleth 
righteoufnefs.    This  is  the  wilh  and  earneft  defift 

•  Dear  fiiends, 
Yourfr  in  the  ererlafting  covenanty 

W»  HtNTINGTON>  S.S; 


A    RIDDLE. 


ftis  namejhali  he  catkd  tVon^erfd.   Kaiab  \%.  fl» 


Tili9  world  had  becii  ftan^g  upwards  of  thrw 
tboufand  year&  before  Mary  brought  forth  he« 
jirft-bom  fon.  Luke  ii.  7.  And  yet  &at  fon  was 
brought  forth  ages^  of  eadlefs  date'  before  this 
world  was  made :  "  The  Lord  p^rffefled  me  in  the 
beginning  of  his  way,  before  his  works  of  old. 
I  was  fet  up  from  everlafting,  from  the  beginnings 
or  ever  the  earth  wau.  When  there  were  no 
depths,  I  was  brought  forth  :  when  there  were  no 
fountains  abounding  with  water.  Before  the 
mountains  were  fettled ;  before  the  hills  was  I 
brought  forth :  while  as  yet  he  had  not  made  the 
earth,  nor  the  fields,  nor  the  higheft  part  of  the 
duftoftheworld/'  Prov,  vii.  22— 26.  Thus  he 
that  was  brought  fctfth^  and  fet  up  from  everlaft- 
ing, was  not  brought  forth  till  this  worl4  had 
been  f(anding  upwards  of  three  thoufand  years. 


(     4     ) 

tSs  namejhall  he  called  Wonderful. 

He  was  thc.fon  of  Adam,  the  fon  of  Noah,  the 
fon  of  Shcm,   the  fon  of  Abraham,  the  fon  of 
Ilaac,  thcfon  of  Jacob,  the  fon  of  Judah,  the  fon 
of  David,  the  fon  of  Solomon,  the  fon  of  Reho- 
boam,  &c.  &c.  and  the  fon  of  Jofeph  thehnfband 
of  Mary,  and  has  been  known  and  called  the  Son 
of  Man  from  age  to  age ;  and  yet  he  is  no  raan*s 
foji,  jiOr  would  he  fnfFer  himfelf  to  be  fo  called* 
*^  What  think,  ye  of  Chrift,   whofe  fon  is  he? 
They  lay  unto  him.   The  Son  of  David.     How 
then  doth  David  in  fpirit  call  him.  Lord,  faying. 
Th6  Lord  faid  unto  my  Lord,   Sit  thou  on  my> 
right  hand  till  I  make  thine  enemies  thy  footftooL, 
If  David  then  call  hinx  Lord,  how  is  he  his  fon  ?" ; 
Matt.  xxii.  42— 44* 

ITis  namejhall  Be  called  Wonderful. 
f  There  were  thoufands  of  millions  bom  before* 
him ;  that  is  wonderful ;  and  yet  he  was  the  firft 
that  ever  was  born  :  "  Alfo  I  will  make  him,  my 
fkft-bom,  higher  than  the  kings  of  the  earth  : 
iny  mercy  will  I  keep  for  him  for  evermore,  and 
my  covenant  Ihall  ftand  faft  with  him,"  Pfalm 
Ixxxix.  27,  28. 

His  namejhall  he  called  Wonderful. 
As  he  had  many  fathers,  fo  it  is  as  plain  that 
he  haid  many  mothers :    he  was  the  fon  of  Eve, 

'"  -^6  '-'^  the 
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the  fon  of  Satah,  the  fon  of  Rebekah,  the  fon  of 
Xeah^  the  fon  of  Rahab,  the  fon  of  Ruth,  the  fon 
iOf  Zlon,  the  fon  of  Mary,  ahd  the  fon  of  all  be- 
lievers :  ^*  For  whofoever  fhall  do  the  will  of  my 
Father  which  is  in  heaven,  the  fame  is  my  bro- 
ther, and  lifter,  and  mother."  Matt.  xiL  50. 
.Thus  he  hath  many  fathers,  an4  tboufands  of  mo- 
thers—and yet "  l)e  is  without  fatlier,  and  withoivt 
TOOtKer/'  Heb,  vii.  3»    . 

His  namejhall  he  called  Wonderful. 
According  to  the  genealogies  written  by  Mat- 
thew and  Luke,  his  dcfcent  is  traced  from  Adam'; 
he  defcended  likewife  from  God,  and  he  defcend- 
pd  from  heaven ;  and  yet  he  defcended  neither 
from  God  nor  man,  for  "  he  is  without  defcent, 
ftnd  without  pedigree."  Heb.  vii.  3. 

His  namejkall  he  called  Wonderfuh 

Elijah  raifed  a  phild  from  the  dead,  and  £lifl#  ^ 
yaifcd  another;  and  even  a  young  man  juft  buried, 
when  he  touched  the  bones  of  Elifha,  came  to  life; 
Chrift  raifed  the  widow*  of  Nain*s  fon  and  Laza- 
rus ;  a^  which  were  raifed  before  the  death  of 
^Chpft,  and  yet  he  was  the  firft  that  was  ever 
raifed — **  He  is  the  firft-begotten  from  the  dead." 
Rev.  i.  5.  *^  He  is  the  firft  fruits  of  them  that 
fleep*"  1  Cor.  XV.  20.  And  the  firft  that  ever 
trod  the  path  of  life  from  the  tomb:  '"'Them 
wilt  not  leave  my  foul  in  hell*;  neither  wih  thou 

B  3  fufFer 
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fbllfer  fcineHol^  One  to  fee  comiptiofi ;  fliou  wllfe 
{ffitew  txie  tlie  path  of  life :  in  thy  pwefence  is  ft^v 
lirfs  of  joy,  and  at  thy  right  hajid  there  iire  jdea-»* 
Tunes  fdf^cvennoffe."  l^al.  ^vi,  10,  11, 

JB§  nameJMi  he  calk4  Wand^fid. 

*  When  be  prepai'ed  the  heavens,  T  was  there : 
when  he  fet  a  compafs  upon  the  face  of  the  depth : 
when  he  eftabUlhed  the  clouds  above :  when  he 
i}:rengthened  the  fountains  of  the  deep  x  when  he 
gave  to  the  fea  his  decree,  th^t  the  waters  (hould 
not  ipafs  his  commandment :  when  he  appointee^ 
the  foundations  of  the  earth :  then  I  was  by  him, 
as  one  brought  up  witli  him :  ^d  I  was  daily  his 
delight,  rejoiping  always  before  him ;  rejoicing  in 
the  habitable  parts  of  Ins  earth ;  and  my  delights 
were  ^ith  the  fons  of  men,"  Prov,  vjii.  27 — 31, 
And,  though  he  thus  rejoiced  in  t^  habitable 
jparts  of  his  earth,  yet  there  was  no  part  of  hi^ 
earth  then  inhabited ;  and,  though  his  delights 
were  then  with  the  fons  of  mep,  yet  there  we;:e  nq 
fons  oi  men  to  delight  in^ 

ITts  namjkall  he  galled  Wonderful. 

Jefu3,  OUT  Imm^uel,  never  lived  nor  exifted 
before  he  was  bom  of  Mary  ;  ^nd  it  is  plain  that 
he  wa§  but  thirty- three  years  of  age  when  he  diedj, 
And  yet  ^^  he  had  neither  bq^nnins  of  days,  nor 
psA  rfli^."  Heb.  yiit  ?• 
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IBs  namejkall  h  cafUd  Wonderful. 

Our  Immanuel  maintained  and  fupportcd  aU 
the  human  race  in  life  when  he  was  expiring 
himfelf ;  and  lived  King  of  Glory  in  heaven  when 
he  lay  dead  in  the  tomb. 

His  nameJhaU  he  calbd  JVonderful.^ 

Whtn  he  afcended  on  hi^  he  entered  heaven, 
and  there  he  muft  abide  till  the  end :  *'  Whom 
the  l^cavens  muft  receive  until  the  thnes^of  xcftitu- 
tion  of  all  things."  Afts  iii.  21.  And  yet,.  *'  be^ 
hold,  the  heaven  and  heaven  of  heavena  cannot 
contain  hina,  ncwr  yet  the  houfe  that  Solomon  built*'* 
1  Kings  viii.  27. 

His  namejhall  be  mlhd  Wonderful. 

As  our  high  prieft,  ^^  He,  by  his  own  Wood^ 
entered  into  the  holy  place,"  Heb.  ix.  .1.2 ;  ^^  into 
heaven  itfelf,  now  to  appear  in.  the  prefence  of 
God  for  us,"  Heb.  ix.  24,  Thus  he  entered  the 
lioly  of  holies,  and  appears  in  the  prefence  of 
God  for  his  people,  yet  ^^  he  is  with  us  always  t9 
the  world's  end."  Luke  ipxviii,  2P. 

Hts  ndmejhall  he  tailed  Wonderful. 

He  is  ^'  flelh  of  our  flelh>  and  bone  of  pur  bone ;" 
and  therefor^  real  man,  perf<?<^  man,  and  the  fon 
of  man ;  and  yet  he  is  '^  a  womi  and  no  man." 
Pial.  xxiit  6.    Not  a  man,,. but  a  thing :  "  Therc- 

B4  -  fore 
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fore  alfa  that  holy  thing,  which  fhaH  be  bom 
of  thee,  ihall  be  called  the  Son  of  God."  L^kc 
i.  35. 

His  name  /hall  be  called  WonderfuL 

When  he  was  a  child  juft  born,  and  a  fon 
given,  the  government  of  the  church  and  of  the 
whole  World  ftood  upon  his  flioulders  ;  Ifa.  ix.  6; 
and  yet  he  could  not  walk  alone  himfelf,  but 
had  an  afs  to  carry  him  and  his  mother  into 
Egypt. 

His  namejhall  be  called  fVonderfuL 

**  All  things  were  made  by  him,  and  without 
him  was  not  any  thing  made  that  was  made." 
John  i.  3.  **  For  by  him  were  all  things  created 
Ihat  are  in  heaven,  and  that  are  in  earth,  vifible 
and  invilible,  whether  they  be  thrones,  or  domi- 
nions, or  principalities,  or  powers :  all  things 
were  created  by  him,  and  for  him :  and  he  is  be- 
fore all  things,  and  by  him  all  things  confift/' 
Col.i.  l6,  17.  Yea,  even  ^'  the  pillars  of  the 
earth  are  the  Lord*s,  and  he  hath  fet  the  world 
upon  thenif"*  I  Sam.  ii-  8.  And  yet  the  earth 
hath  neither  bafes  nor  pillars ;  this  the  fcriptures 
witnefs :  **  He  ftretcheth  out  the  north  over  the 
'empty  place,  and  hangeth  the  earth  upon  no- 
thing.'* Jobxxvi.  7;  ; 

;...,  .  His 
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-  His  namejhall  he  called  Wonderful. 

His  generation  has  been  moft  faithfully  traced 
and  publilhed  both  by  Matthew  and  Luke ;  one 
of  which  is  exprefsly  ftyled,  "  The  Book  of  the 
Generation  of  Jefus  Chrift."  Matt.  i.  1.  Luke  iii.: 
23.,  And  yet  his  generation  never  was,  nor  can 
be,  declared  either  by  men  or  angels.  "  He  was. 
t^ken  from  prifon  and  from  judgment,  and  who 
Ihall  declare  his  generation  ?"  Ifa.  liii.  8. 

His  namejhall  he  called  Wonderful. 

*^  Wifdom  crieth  without;  Ihe  uttereth  her 
voice  in  the  flreets ;  flie  crieth  in  the  chief  places 
pf  the  concourfe,  in  the  openings  of  the  gates :  in 
the  city  fhe  uttereth  her  words,  faying,  How, 
long,  ye  fimple  ones,  will  ye  love  fimplicity? 
^nd  the  fcorners  delight. in  their  fcoming,  and 
fools  hate  knowledge  ?"  Pxov.  i.  20 — 22.  Wif- 
dom is  here  defcribed  as  crying,  as  crying  with-, 
out,  and  as  uttering  her  voice  even  in  the  ilreets ; 
yet  '^  He  fliall  not  cry,  nor  lift  up,  nor  caufe  his 
voice  to  be  heard  in  the  ftrcet."  Ifa.  xlii.  2.  And, 
though  many  in  the  great  day  will  "  begin  to  fiiy, 
We  have  ea^en  and  drunk  in  thy  prefence,  and 
Ihou  haft  taught  in  pur  ilreets ;  he  Ihall  fay, 
J[  tell  you,.  I  kpow  you  not  whence  you  are :  dcr 
•part  from  me  all  ye  ^ork^rs  of  iniquity."  Luke 
xm\lQ,%7.  .  And  no  wonder ;  for,  although  he 
xnight:h.^ve  taught  intheir  ftrc^ts,  jet  they,  never 

heard 
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heard  his  voice  there;   this  J$  witaefied  by  the 
icriptures  of  truth^ 

Ms  nameJiaU  he  called  JVandeffida 

''  The  thing  that  hath  been,  is  that  which  Ihall 
be ;  and  that  which  is  done,  is  that  which  jfhall  be 
done :  and  there  is  no  new  thing  under  the  fun* 
Is  there  any  thing  whereof  it  may  be  faid.  See, 
this  Is  new  ?"  Ecch  i.  9, 10.  Yet  fure  I  am  that 
there  is  fomething  new  to  be  found.  *^  How  long 
wilt  thoift  go  about,  O  thou  backfliding  daughter? 
For  the  Lord  hath  created  a  new  thing  in  the 
earth,  a  woman  fliall  compafs  a  man.*'  Jer*  xxxi. 
22.  This  was  a  new  thing  promifed  to  the  ante- 
diluvian world — ^^  The  feed  of  the  woman  Ihall 
bruife  the  ferpent's  head."  It  is  called  ^*  a  new 
thing"  in  the  prophetic  ag6 ;  and  was  a  new  thing 
in  the  latter  days,  for  a  virgin  conceived,  and  a 
virgin  brought  forth  a  fon ;  and  this  new  thing 
'Vv^as  done  under  the  fun,  and  muft  for  ever  remain 
a  thing  new,  for  it  never  Ihall  be  antiquated. 

Ms  nameJhaU  he  called  Wmderfnh 

He  was  feen  as  the  Son  of  man  by  I>sinicl,  and 
his  tremendous  appearance  tois  that  of  the  Judge 
of  quick  and  dead,  ^\  I  beheld  till  the  thronefc 
were  caft  down,  and  the  Ancient  of  days  did  fit, 
whofe  garment  was  white  as  foow,  and  the  haif 
of  his  head  like  the  pure  wool."  t)an*  vii.  9,  13, 
Sis   white  h^k  deiK>tes  his  gravity  and  ^great 
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Hge,  wKioh  d^  hoBxj  head  alwxtys  proclaiiiig ;  hot 
be  was' not  bom  tUl  foor  himdred  )^ears  after  ih9t 
vifiou,. 

^;f  namJ^all  he  eaUtd  Wonierful* 

He  was  feeti  by  Adam  and  Eve,  by  AforAam 
tod  Sarah  $  by  Lot,  by  Moies,  by  Jtofiiua,  and 
Balaam  ;  by  Gideon,  Manoah  and  bis  wife ;  bjr 
thoufands  in  his  lifetime,  and  by  five  htmdral 
brethren  at  once  after  his  death ;  and  yet  no  inaA 
hath  feen  him,  nor  can  fee  him— and  this  the 
fcriptures  -aver :  ^^  Keep  this  comm^idmerit  witihv 
out  fpot,  tmrebufcable,  lantil  the  appearing  of  otUr 
liOrd  Jefus  Chrift ;  which  in  his  times  he  fhafiL 
ihew,  who  is  the  blefled  and  only  Potentate,  the 
King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lords ;  who  only  hath 
immortaUty,  dwelling  in  the  light  which  no  man 
can  approach  unto;  whom  no  man  hath  feen, 
nor  can  fee :  to  whoift  be  honour  and  power  cvef- 
lafting.  Amen/'  1  Tim.  vi.  14 — 16. 

iJis  tumejhull  h  called  Wimderfid. 

He  was  the  richeft  that  ever  appeared  in  this 
world  ;  there  was  not  one  thing  that  was  not  put 
under  him,  for  he  was  the  **  heir  of  all  things,*' 
Heb.  i.  a ;  atid  yet  '^  the  poor  and  needy  man," 
Pfal.  c\x.  l6.  So  poor  that  he  lived  all  his  life- 
time upon  charity,  and  has  been  fupported  hj 
alms  ateioA  eighteen  huiidr^d  years ;  and  is  facb 
^^  iadmlisr  of  |he  Ub^r^ty  of  bis  beuefeiAflrt, 
4  that 
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that  he  declares  that  even  a  cap  of  cold  water 
ihall  never  pafs  unnoticed  nor  unrewarded  by 
him.  •         '^ 

'  ISs  nafnejhall  he  calkd  Wonderful. 

He  performed  the  greateft  exploits  that  ^ver 
were  performed  in  his  weakeft  (late,  and  by  his 
Weakeft  palrt;  for  "  he  was  crucified  through 
weaknefs/'  2  Cor.  xiii.  4.  He  took  *^  the  hand- 
writing that  was  againft  us  out  of  the  way^  nail- 
ing it  ta  his  crofs  ;  and,  having  fpoilcd  princi- 
palities and  powers,  he  made  a  ihew  of  them 
openly,  triumphing  over  them  in  it,*'  or  in  him- 
felf. 

His  namejhall  he  calhd^  Wonderfuh 

He  fought  the  greatcft  battle,  fingle -handed, 
that  ever  was  fought  in  this  world,  or  that  ever 
will  be  fought.  And,  though  he  was  the  firft  and 
the  only  one  that  fell  by  the  fword  in  the  fietd  of 
a6lion,  yet,  by  his  own  fall,  he  conquered  all  the 
enemies  that  he  ever  had,  or  ever  will  have,  whe- 
ther in  earth  or  in  hell. 

His  namejhall  he  called  Wonderful. 

.  He  is  wonderful  alfo  in  his  family,  which  con- 
fifts  of  new-born  babes,  little  children,  young 
men,  and  fathers :  and  yet  there  is  neither  a  b^be 
nor  a  little  child  in  it.  "  There  fhaU  be  no  more 
thence  an  infant  of  dayis,  not  an  old  jnaa  that  hath 

not 
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not  filled  his  days :  for  the  child  fliall  die  aa 
hundred  years  old,  but  the  finner  being  an  hun- 
dred years  old  fliall  be  accurfed."  Ifa,  Ixv.  20. 

His  Tiatnejhall  he  called  Wonderful. 

I  fliall  fend,  my  dear  friends,  no  more  of  thefc 
feeming  difcords  at  this  time,  but  leave  you,  to 
bring  them  into  harmony,  and  fubfcribe  myfelf. 


Yours  to  fer\x  in  Chrift  Jefiis, 


W.  H.  S.S. 


EXD    OF    THE    RIDDLE. 


the: 
EMPIRE    OF    SATAN, 


If  Satan  alfo  he  dvotdei  againfi  hint/elf ,  how  JhaU 
his  kingdom  Jiand?  Luke  xi.  18. 

It  appears,  from  this  text,  that  the  devils  have  a 
chief,  or  a  head  over  them>  who.  is  called  Satan  5, 
and  that  the  other  devils  are  his  princes,  as  Beel- 
zebub is  called  the  prince  of  the  devils.  And  we 
read  of  principalities  and  powers  among  the 
devils^  which  Chrift  fpoiled  by  his  death,  and  tri- 
umphed over  upon  thecrofs. 

There  is  not  one  hint  dropped  in  the  fcriptures 
that  the  devils  ever  fall  out  or  difagree  ;  for,  as 
there  is  no  door  of  hope  opened  to  them,  nor  any 
ground  to  expeft  aay  favour  from  God,  there  is  no 
place  for  repenting  or  relenting;  their  mind  is 
hardened  and  ihuk  up  under  the  guilt  of  the  un- 
pardonable fin,  and  a  continual  fenfe  of  God's, 
wrath ;   and  this  fills  them  with  eternal  hatred 

>}Qth  to  God  and  man* 

l*heir  ^ 
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Theiir  abode  is  principally  in  the  air.  Eph,  ii.  2.- 
Their  palaces  are  the  hearts  of  poor  finhers,  as^ 
Chrift  tells  us,  "  Whetl  the  flrong  man  armed 
keepeth  the  palace,    his  goods   are   in   peace/* 
Many  are  the  ways  and  mcans>by  which  the. devil 
contrives  to  keep  his  pofleffidri ;  and  wonderfully 
hath  he  fortified  himfelf  in  the  hearts  of  the  chil- 
dren of  men,  as  appears  by  the  account  of  the  wife 
man  :    ^f  There  was  a  little  city,  and  few  men 
within  it ;  and  there  came  a  great  king  againft  it, 
find  bcfieged  it,  and  buih  great  balwarks  againft 
it,     No\v  there  was  found  in  it  a  poor  wife  man, 
and  he  by  his  wifdom  delivered  the  city ;  yet  no 
man  remembered  that  fame  poor  man.    Then  faid 
i,  Wifdom  is  better  than  (Irength;    neverthelefs 
the  poor  man's  wifdom  is  defpifed,  and  his  word^ 
are  not  h^rd."  Eccl.  ix.  14— 16^.     This  little  city 
is  mount  Zion,  and  it  was  in  the  loins  of  Adant 
when  this  great  king  befieged  and  took  it.  '  The 
bulwarks  of  Satati,  by  which  he  keeps  f)offeffion  of 
his  flrong  holds,  are, 

Firfl,  Darknefs  and  blindnefs  6f  mind.  "  If 
our  gofpel  be  hid,  it  is  hid  fo  them  that  are  Joft ; 
in  whom  the  god  of  this  world  hath  blinded  the 
minds  of  them  which  believe  not,  left  the  light  of 
the  glorious  gofpel  of  Chrift,  who  is  the  image  of 
God,  fliould  Ihine  uhto  them."  2  Cor.  iv.  3,  4.' 
Hence  the  kingdom  of  the'  beaft,  or  the  popilk" 
countries,  are  faid  to  be  full  of  darknefs.  Rev.  xvi^ 
10.  And  the  reafon  of  this  is,  becaufe  it  is  full  of 
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devils ;  it  is  called  the  habitation  of  devils,  and 
the  hold  of  every  foul  fpirit*  Rev.  xviii.  3. 

Secondly,  Hatred  to  the  light,  and  a  love  U} 
darknefs,  keeps  Satan  in  the  throne  of  the  finner*s 
afFe<^ions/  A  finner  blinded  by  Satan  cannot  en- 
dure the  light  of  divine  revelation  ;  it  difcovers 
the  follies  of  his  life,  the  corruptions  of  his  heart, 
and  the  vanity  of  his  hopes,  and  flalhes  conviAion 
upon  his  confcience ;  on  which  account  he  hates 
it,  and  fuch  an  one  loves  darknefs,  and  is  willingly 
ignqrant.  And  fo  faith  the  Saviour,  "  This  is 
condemnation,  that  light  is  come  into  the  world, 
but  men  love  darknefs  rather  than  light,  becaufc 
their  deeds  are  evil ;  for  every  one  that  doth  evil 
hateth  the  light,  nor  wiU  he  come  to  the  light,  left 
his  deeds  (hould  be  reproved/'  Nor  are  any  men 
fo  felfrfufficient  in  their  own  efteem,  or  fo  lifted 
up  with  their  knowledge,  as  thofe  that  are  given 
up  to  blindnefs  of  mind,  and  hardnefs  of  heart ; 
witnefs  the  boafted  infallibility  of  the  pope,  of  the 
popifti  clergy,  and  of  the  Jewilh  pharifees,  who 
laid,  even  to  Chrift  himfelf,  "  Are  we  blind  alfo  ?  * 
If  ye  were  blind,  hith.  Jefus,  ye  (hould  not  have 
fin  ;  but  fince  ye  fay.  We  fe6,  thcxcfore  your  fin. 
rcmaineth,"  Thofe  that  are  fenfiblc  of  their 
blindnefs  and  ignorance  Chrift  illuminates;  but  to 
thofe  who  boaft  of  their  light  and  knowledge,, 
wifdom  and  prudence,  his  myfteries  are  hid ;  for 
they  love  darknefs,  and  he  leaves  them  in  that 
which  they  love.     Sudbi  hate  Qod,  who  is  light, 
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and  Chrift  the  true  light,  and  the  glorious  gofpel^ 
which  is  a  li^ht  to  our  feet  and  a  lamp  to  our 
path,  and  the  minifters  of  Chrift,  who'  arc  burn- 
ing and  fhining  lights,  and  the  children  of  lights 
and  this  is  their  condemnation  ;  and,  being  in  a 
ftate  of  condejiHiationy  Sataa  keeps  pofleffion  of 
their  hearts,  and  reign&  in  them. 

Thirdly,  Another  bulwark,  by  which  Satan 
keeps  up  his  empire  in  the  hearts  of  the  children 
of  men,  is  that  of  felf-righteoufnefs.  Every  fub- 
je6l  of  Satau  eats  his  own  bread,  and  wears,  his 
own  apparel.  Ifa.  iv,  !•  Hence  the  threatening, 
"  And  it  Ihall  come  to  pafs,  in  the  day  of  the 
Lord's  facrifice,  that  I  will  puniiih  the  princes  and 
the  king's  children>  and  all  fuch  as  are  clothed 
with  ftrange  apparel."  Zeph,  i,  8..  ^  Thiere  is  a 
generation?  (fays  God}  that  are  pure  in  their  own 
eyes,  and  yet  is  not  waflied  from  their  filthinefs." 
Prov.  XXX.  12*  And  this  was  the  generation  that 
fell,  in  the  days  of  the  Lord's  facrifice,  for  not 
being  believers  in  Chrift;  but  it  was  the  bond  chil- 
dren that  fell,  both  by  the  fword  of  the  Chaldeans^ 
and  of  the  Romans;  for  they  were  ignorant  of  Ckxi's 
righteoulncfs,  and  went  about  to  eftablifli  their 
own  rightebufnefs,  a;nd  fo  ftumbled  at  that  ftum- 
bling  ftone,  and  Chrift  became  a  rock  of  offence 
to  them.  And  fure  I  am  that  there  is  nothing 
Tindef  heaven  that  founds  fo  difguftful  in  the  ears 
of  a  chijd  of  God  as  the  boafting  and  lying  qf 
felf-righteous  fouls :  «*  All  thefe  things  have  I  kept 
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from  nay  youth  up  (fays  one),  what  lack  I  yet  ?" 
"  Stand  by  thyfclf,  come  not  near  to  me,  for  I  ant 
holier  than  thou."  '*  Lo,  thefc  many  years  do  I 
ferve  thee,  and  never  at  any  time  tranfgrefled  I 
thy  commandment,  and  yet  thou  never  gaveft  me 
a  kid  that  I  might  make  merry  with  my  friends  :" 
And,  if  fuch  come  into  a  profeflion  of  religion, 
being  drawn  by  the  novelty  of  the  do6lrine,  the 
perfuafion  of  friends,  or  by  the  fluency  of  the 
preacher,  they  keep  the  poor  web  of  their  own 
weaving  clofe  about  them  ;  and,  if  at  any  timi 
common  convictions  lay  hold  of  them,  they  will 
immediately  take  fome  of  the  Saviour's  new  cloth 
to  patch  their  old  garment  with  (for  they  cannot 
venture  upon  Chrift  alone),  and  fo  ^*  wear  a  gar- 
ment of  linen  and  woollen  together  ;*'  Deut.  xxii. 
11 ;  and  by  this  method  the  rent  is  made  worfe. 
How  was  the  apoftolic  church  peftered  with  thefir 
felf-righteous  perfons  !  it, was  thefe  that  wanted 
the  law  of  Mofes  and  circumcifion  enforced  upon 
the  young  Gentile  difciples;  they  believed  in 
Jefus,  but  they  were  all  zealous  of  the  law,  not 
of  the  gofpel.  Falfe  brethren  they  are  called,  and 
they  came  in  privily  to  fpy  out  the  liberty  of  the 
faints,  that  they  might  bring  them  into  bondage. 
Every  fubjedl  of  Satan's  kingdom  is  a  felf-righte- 
ous perfon,  whether  in  the  church  or  out  of  it, 
and,  will  be  discovered  as  fuch  fooner  or  later. 
*^  And,  when  the  king  came  in  to  fee  the  guefls, 
he  faw  there  a  man  which  had  not  on  a  wedding 
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garment :   and  he  faith  unto  him,  Friend,  how 
camell  thou  in  hither,  not  "having  on  a  wedding 
ga^rment  ?  and  he  was  fpeechlefs.    Then  faid  the 
king  to  the  fervants.  Bind  him  hand  and  foot,  and 
take  him  away,  and  caft  him  into  /outer  darknefs ; 
there  ihall  be  weeping  and  gnalhing  of  teeth.** 
^Matt  xxii.  U — 13*     This  wedding  garment  is 
the  righteoiifnefs  of  Chrift,  which  God  imputes  to 
all  believers  j  and  it  is  no  other,  as  will  appeaiT 
plainly   by  comparing  the   following  texts   to- 
gether: *^  Let  us  be  glad  ^nd  rejoice,  and  give 
Aonour  to  hirii :  for  the  marriage  of  the  Lamb  is 
comejL  and  his  wife  hath  made  herfelf  ready.    And 
to  her  was  granted  that  fhe  Ihould  be  arrayed  in 
fine  linen,  clean  and  white :  for  the  fine  linen  is 
the  righteoufnefs  of  the  faints.    Bleflcd  are  they 
which  are  called  to  the  marriage  fupper  of  the 
Lamb*    And  he  faid  unto  me,  Thefe  are  the  true 
fayings  of  God.*'    Rev.  xix.  7 — Q.     Now  gofpel 
Zion  will  tell  us  what  this  fine  linen  is ;  for  ftie 
triumphs  wonderfully  on  the  day  of  her  efpoufals* 
*^  I  will  greatly  rejoice  in  the  Lord,  my  foul  fhalh 
be  joyful  in  my  God;    for  he  hath  cjothed  me 
with  the  garments  of  falvation,  he  hath  covered 
'me  with  the  robe  of  righteoufnefs,    as  a  bride- 
groom decketh  himfelf  with  orr>aments,  and  as  a 
bride  adorneth  herfelf  with  her  jewels."  Ifa.  Ixi. 
10.     From  this  beft  robe  the  felf-righteous  Jews 
were  excluded,  which  was  the  heavieft  judgment 
that  ever  fell  upon  them  ;  for  it  terminated  in  the 
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defolation  of  their -cities,  and  in  the  utter  dilpef- 
fion  of  themfelves ;  and  fo  it  was  predided :  **  Rc^ 
proach  hath  broken  my  heart,  and  I  am  full  of 
heavinefs:    and  I  looked  for  fome  to  take  pity^ 
but  there  was  none;    and  fdr  comforters,  but  I 
found  norie.     They  gave  mc  alfo  gall  fo*"  nsty 
meat ;  and  in  my  thirft  they  gave  mc  vinegar  ta 
drink*     Let  their  table  [or  altar]  become  a  ftiar? 
before  them;    and  let  that   which  ftiouH  hav^ 
been  for  their  welfare  become  a  trap.     Let  thrif 
eyes  be  darkened,  that  they  fe?  not ;   and  ma^^ 
their  loins  continually  to  fliake,     Pour  out  thiaf^ 
indignation  upon  them,  and  let  thy  wrathful  an-? 
ger  take  hold  of  them,     Let  their  habitations  b^ 
defolate,  and  let  none  dwell  in  their  tents.    For 
they  perfecute  him  whom  thou  haft  fmitten ;  an4 
they  talk  to  the  grief  of  thofe  whom  thou  hafl: 
wounded.     Add  iniquity  to  their  iniquity,  and  let 
them  not  come  into  thy  righteoufhefs."  Pfal.  Ixix* 
20,  21,  &c.      And  who  does  the  Saviour  palm 
thefe  upon  that  are  not  to  come  into  his  rigbte- 
oufnefs  i  He  palms  them  all  upoii  Satan;  nor  will , 
he  allow  them  to  call  themfclves  Jews ;   **  I  know 
the  blafph^my  of  them  which  fay  they  are  Jewsj 
and  are  not,  but  are  the  fynagogue  of  Satan."  Re\% 

ii.  9- 

But  that  which  appears  more  fhocking  is,  that 
there  arc  whole  churches,  fo  called,  even  in  gof-- 
pel  days,  that  are  deftitute  of,  and  utter  ftrangers . 
to,  the  imputed  righteoufneft  of  Jeftis  Chrift ;  of 
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which  he  much  complains.  ^^  Becaufe  thou  fay- 
eft,  I  am  rich,  and  increafed  with  goods,  and  have 
need  of  nothing ;  and  knoweft  not  that  thou  art 
wretclied,  and  miferable,  and  poor,  and  blind, 
and  naked/*  Rev.  iii.  17.  She  was  wretched, 
being  deftitute  of  grace  and  truth  ;  fhe  was  mi- 
ferable, being  in  her  fin  and  under  the  curfe  of 
God ;  fhe  wad  poor,  being  deftitute  of  that  faith 
which  lays  hold  upon  the  true  riches ;  fhe  was 
blind,  being  ignorant  of  the  anointing  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft;  arid  naked,  being  without  the  wedding 
garment. 

Fourthly,  The  next  prop  of  the  devirs  king- 
dom is  falfe  confidence.  Satan  influences  the 
mind  of  the  wretched  fiiper  with  an  infernal  per- 
fuafion,  and  a  firm  confidence  in  things  which 
are  arrant  lies ;  as  it  is  written, ,  ^^  His  coming  is 
after  the  working  of  Satan,  with  all  power,  and 
figns,  and  lying  wonders,  and  with  all  deceiv- 
ablcnefs  of  unrighteoufnefs  in  them  that  perifh ; 
becaufe  they  received  not  the  love  of  the  truth, 
that  they  might  be  faved.  And  for  this  caufe 
God  fhall  fend  them  ftrong  delufions,  that  they 
fhould  believe  a  lie;  that  they  all  might  be 
damned  who  believed  not  the  truth."  -2  ThefT.  ii. 
9 — 12.  Every  fubjedl  of  Satan's  kingdom,  except  a 
few  who  are  in  black  defpair,  are  equipped  with 
this  diabolical  faith  ;  and  this  was  the  firft  feed 
which  the  devil  fowed  in  the  mind  of  Eve  :  **  Ye 
fhall  not  furely  die."  This  was  Satan's  lie,  and  fhet 
7  believed 
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believed  it,  and  made  trial.  Oh,  what  a  crop 
hath  that  feed  produced !  What  a  great  matter 
hath  that  littic  fire  kindled'!  This  falfe  con- 
iidence  is  the  deceived  fiiiner  s  right  hand,  by 
which  he  feeds  himfelf  with  his  own  deceivings, 
and  with  which  he  holds  faft  every  lie  that  Satan 
begets  in  his  heart ;  this  gives  Satan  full  poffeffion 
of  his  foul ;  nor  can  he  deliver  himfelf  from  his 
poffeffor,  nor  does  he  defire  it :  '^  He  feedeth  on 
alhes :  a  deceived  heart  hatli  turned  him  afide, 
that  he  camiot  deliver  his  foul,  nor  fay.  Is  there 
aaot  a  lie  in  my  right  hand  ?"  Ifa,  xliv.  20.  This 
is  the  right  hand  and  the  high  arm  of  every  ido- 
later, heretic,  hypocrite,  pharilee,  formalift,  or 
heathen,  that  is,  or  ever  Ihall  be^  found  in  the 
dominions  of  Satan.  All  the  minifters  in  the 
world  could  never  move  nor  ftagger  the  confi- 
dence of  one  in  fach  a  ftrong  delufion.  Thoufands 
of  the  Ifraelites  fled  at  the  -command  of  Mofes,  but 
Corah  and  E)athan  ftood  their  ground ;  they  knew 
that  their  caufe  was  good,  and  their  do<5lrine  true; 
namely,  that  tiiie  people  were  all  holy,  everyone 
-of  them. 

The  Roman  centurion  fmote  his  breaft  at  the 
crucifixion  of  Chrift ;  the  difciples  wept ;  Pilot 
walhed  his  hands  from  the  blood  erf  Chrift ;  and 
-the  very  dead  which  flept  arofe,  many  which  be- 
held the  fight  fmote  their  breafts  and  returned : 
but  not  fo  the  fcribes  and  pharifees ;  they  were  at 
4a  point ;  they  knew  that  they  were  doing  God  fer- 
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vice ;  Ih^ir  confidence  could  venture  the  rifk  both 
of  themfelves  and  their  pofterity :  ^*  Let  his  blood 
he  on  us,  and  on  our  children.'*  Difcourfes  from 
«' pulpit,  that  would  make  a  hundred  real  be- 
lievers tremble,  would  never  undeceive  one  thus 
given  up  and  ftrengthened  by  Satan  to  believe  a 
lie :  you  may  make  him  ftorm,  but  you  will  ne- 
ver make  him  ftagger :  "  A  wife  man  feareth,  and 
departeth  from  evil ;  but  the  fool  rageth,  and  is 
confident.'*  Prov*  xiv.  l6.  There  are  none  more 
fure  of  heaven  than  fuch,  nor  are  there  any  farther 
from  it.  It  was  a  provcrl)  among  the  Jews,  that, 
if  but  two  were  faved,  the  one  would  be  a  fcribe 
and  the  other  a  pharifee.  If  this  was  the  common 
pee)ple*s  opinion,  what  mufi:  be  their  own  ?  But 
they  were  farther  from  it  than  publicans  and  har- 
lots. In  their  own  account  they  are  fure  to  be 
firflu,  but  in  God's  account  they  are  always  laft. 
*'  There  are  laft  that  fhall  be  fiiil,  and  firft  lafi:;  for 
many  be  called,  but  few  chofoi*'*  The  full  affur- 
ance  of  feith  in  the  brightefl:  faint  never  ilands 
fo  unmoveable  as  the  falfe  confidence  of  a  hypo- 
^  crite ;  for  the  befl:  of  men  have  been  ftraitened 
and  bound  in  fpirit  at  times,  and  fometimes  even 
oh  their  death-bed ;  but  not  fo  this  fubje<St  of  Sa- 
tan's kingdom ;  '^  for  there  are  no  bands  in  their 
death,  but  their  ftrength  is  firm."  Pfal.  IxiUii.  4, 
And  well  may  their  ftrength  be  firm,  when  the 
ftrong  man  armed  keeps  the  palace.-  Satan  is  not 
divided  agaiinft  bi«pfelf*^-all  his  defire  of  fifiing 
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the  faints  is  only  to  Ihake,  weaken,  or  blow  away 
the  grace  of  faith ;  but  he  exerts  all  his  might  ia 
the  fupport  of  a  faith  that  is  of  his  own  begetting* 
Does  the  faith  of  a  faint  lay  hold  of  a  treafure  ia 
the  heavens,  the  hypocrite  will  rife  nearly  as  high 
in  imagination  as  the  faint  does  in  confidence, 
**  The  triumphing  of  the  wicked  is  fliort,  and  the 
joy  of  the  hypocrite  but  for  a  moment ;  though 
his  excellency  mount  up  to  the  heavens,  and  his 
head  reach  unto  the  clouds,  yet  he  Ihall  periih 
for  ever."  Job  xx.  5,  6.  And  it  is  often  feen  that 
the  confidence  of  fuch  men  lives  as  long  as  they 
do :  "  His  confidence  is  rooted  out  of  his  taber- 
nacle when  he  comes  to  the  king  of  terrors;"  Job 
xviii,  14;  but  not  till  then:  nor  do  I  believe  that 
thi$  king  of  terrors  is  temporal  death,  for  fome  of 
them  have  no  bands  in  that ;  but  the  fecond  death, 
or  eternal  death,  mujft  root  up  every  refuge  of  lies; 
for  in  hell  tliey  lift  up  their  eyes,  and,  being  in 
torment,  they  are  obliged]  to  caft  away  their.con- 
fidence. 

Fifthly,  Another  bond  of  iniquity,  that  binds 
the  fubjecl  of  Satan  to  his  fovereign,  is  carnal  fe- 
curity  or  falfe  peace ;  for,  fo  fure  as  the  faints  keep 
the  unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace,  fo 
fure  does  Satan  hold  his  fubjects  to  himfelf  in  the 
cords  of  their  fins,  and  in  a  peaceable  confcience : 
and  to  this  agrees  the  Saviour :"  When  a  flrong 
man  armed  keepeth  his  palace,  his  goods  are  in 
.peace.    But,,  when  a  ftronger  than  he  Ihall  come 
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tipon  him  and  overcome  him,  he  taketh  from  him 
all  his  armour  wherein  he  trufted,  and  divideth 
his  fpoils.**  Luke  xi.  21,  22.  Here  we  may  fee 
that  Satan  ufes  all  the  armour  and  artillery  that 
he  is  mafter  of  in  keeping  his  poffeffion  of  the 
finner ;  and  he  maintains  his  hold  by  keeping  his 
confcience  in  a  falfe  peace  :  which  peace  confifts 
of  hardnefs  of  heart,  he  is  pail  feeling ;  in  blind- 
nefs  of  mind,  he  fees  not  his  danger;  and  in 
compofing  the  foul  with  a  benumbing  ftupidity, 
which  keeps  it  infenfible ;  fo  that,  as  the  prophet 
feys,  ^*  they  are  call  into  a  deep  lleep,  they  lie 
down  and  love  to  flumber.^'  Ifa.  Iv.  10.  Thefe 
are  either  at  eafe  in  Zion,  or  at  eafe  in  the 
world :  they  are  never  emptied  from  veflel  to 
vcflcl,  they  fettle  on  their  lees ;  they  are  not  in 
any  trouble  as  others,  nor  are  they  plagued  like 
other  men.  This  is  the  deviPs  (late-bed ;  and  Sa- 
tan has  got  more  to  guard  it,  and  to  keep  him  in 
quiet  poffeffion  of  it,  than  ever  Solomon  had  in 
all  his  glory :  every  ambaffador  from  the  infernal 
regions  is  fent  with  the  fame  cry  to  the  linner's 
ears  as  that  which  the  devil  maintains  in  the  lin- 
ner's heart.'  If  any  judgment,  fudden  fear,  or 
unexpe6led  calamity  come  on,  fo  as  to  aroufe  the 
iinner  but  in  the  leaifl:  degree,  thefe  ambafladors 
are  called  in  :  as  it  is  written,  *'  Thus  faith  the 
Lord  concerning  the  prophets  that  make  my  peo- 
ple err,  that  bite  with  their  teeth,  and  cry.  Peace: 
and  he  that  putteth  not  into  their  mouths,  they 

even 


(    27     ) 

even  prepare  war  againft  him.'*  Micah  iii.  5. 
Ahab  was  a  gieat  admirer  of  thefe  good  tidings. 
The  devil  had  taught  all  his  four  hundred  and  fifty- 
prophets  to  fend  Ahab  to  Ramoth  Gilead  in  the 
poffeffion  of  this  peace.  Only  one  prophet  be- 
longing to  another  mafter  flood  out ;  but  they 
prepared  war  againft  him,  and  God  prepared 'war 
againft  Ahab  and  them  too.  Thefe  ambafladors 
are  generally  called  builders  up,  and  they  cer- 
tainly are  great  fupports  to  the  devil's  kingdom, 
and  labour  hard  to  ftop  up  every  breach  that 
Chrift  makes  in  it ;  and  of  this  God  complains : 
*^  For  every  one  from  the  leaft  even  to  the  greateft 
is  given  to  covetoufnefs ;  from  the  prophet  even 
unto  the  prieft  every  one  dealeth  falfely.  .For 
they  have  healed  the  hurt  of  the  daughter  of  my 
people  flightly,  faying.  Peace,  peace ;  when  there 
is  no  peace/'  Jer.  viii.  10,  11.  Thefe  are  Satan's 
meflengcrs  and  Jezebel's  rockers.  He  fent  four 
hundred  and  fifty  to  that  daughter  of  his,  and  Hxe 
kept  them  at  her  own  expenfe.  Many  remedies 
alfo,  as  well  as  meflfengers,  are  made  ufe  of  to 
keep  confcience  compofed  and  Satan  in  quiet ; 
fuch  as  kerchiefs  and  pillows;  Ezek.  xiii.  18; 
untempered  morter,  and  daubing  with  it ;  Ezek. 
jciii.  10 ;  biting  and  ftamping ;  waging  war  with 
every  one  that  founds  an  alarm,  or  cries  fire ; 
forms  of  prayer,  and  daily  ^nd  hourly  talks;  the 
fecrament  at  a  dying  hour ;  fait  fi(h  in  Lent ;  and 
innocent  amufements,  cards  and  plays ;  concerts 
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c£  facred  mufic  and  holy  water ;  extreme  un6tion, 
hiunan  abfolution,  and  ccclefiaftical  authority; 
failings  and  pilgrimages.  All  thefe,  and  the 
power  of  the  ftrong  man  too,  are  littie  enough  at 
to  keep  Satan's  courts  in  peace. 

The  fixth  pillar  of  Satan's  kingdom  is  a  falfe  - 
hope.     There  are  no  hypocrites  in  the  world, 
except  thofe  few  in  black  defpair,  but  what  are 
buoyed  up  with  a  falfe  hope ;  which  hope  centers 
in  the  flefii,  and  is  founded  on  human  perfor- 
inances ;  and  as  a  man  abounds  in  dead  works,  fo 
he  abounds  in  hope ;  and,  when  he  obtains  a  vain 
fappofitipn  that  he  exceeds  all  others  inhuman 
XXierit,  this  raifes  him  to  the  full  affurance  of 
hope ;  and  they,  in  their  expe^latidn  of  the  great 
reward,  exceed  in.firmncfs  one  half  of  the  chil- 
dren of  God ;    nor  is  their  hope  clogged  with 
thofe  doubts  and  feai-s  which  are  often  raifed 
about  the  Hate  of  thofe  endowed  with  a  good 
hope  through  grace ;    for,  although  Satan  often 
fuggcfls  to  fuch  that  they  are  hypocrites,  and  that 
their  faith  and  hope  are  vain,  yet  he  never  preaches 
this  dodrine  to  thofe  to  whom  alone  it  is  appli- 
cable, for  he  is  not  divided  againft  himfelf ;  if  he 
was^  how  fhould  his  kingdom  fland  ?   Eftablifh- 
ed  in  this  falfe  hope,  and  equipped  with  this  ex- 
pedlation,  many  will  approach  even  the  gate  of 
lifc^  and  that  with  boldnefs :  "  Strive  to  enter  in 
at  the  ftrait  gate ;  for  many,  I  fay  unto  you,  will 
feek  to  enter  in,  and  Ihall  not  be  able."  Luke  xiii. 
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24.  The  fooliiK  virgins  had  jio  other  anchor 
than  this  when  they  cried,  **  Lord,  Lord,  open 
to  us/*  If  ever  fiich  hypocrites  have  any  doafats 
or  fears  about  them,  it  is  when  the  clamours  of 
confcience,  through  the  judgments  of  God,  found 
.  too  loud  to  be  drowned  by  the  cry  of,  Peaoc^ 
peace ;  but  even  then,  when  the  alarm  is  paft, 
they  appear  the  more  fteadfaft,  A  falfe  hope  is 
the  cockatrice  egg,  and  human  merit  is  the  fpider's 
web.  Ifa.  lix.  5.  But,  when  the  wrath  of  God  cen- 
ters the  confcient^,  the  egg  will  be  cruflbed,  and 
then  out  comes  the  viper ;  the  curfe  of  God  will 
break  the  egg,  and  the  flames  of  hell  wili  con-* 
fume  the  web.  *^  The  hypocrite's  hope  Ihali  periih  j 
whofe  hope  (hall  be  cut  off,  and  whofe  truft  ihall 
be  a  fpider  s  web."  Job  viii.  14. 

The  feventh  bulwark,  by  which  the  devil  fupir 
ports  his  empire  in  the  heart,  is  human  wifdom* 
Satan  has  no  fools  in  his  kingdom,  though  God 
hath  few  elfe  in  has.  **  We  are  fools  f6r  Chrift's 
fake,"  fays  Paul ;  yea,  and  all  muft  become  fool* 
before  they  are  made  wife,  and  fools  afterward* 
too,  for  they  know  nothing  of  therafelves.  But 
not  fo  th(i  fubjedls  of  Satan,  ^'  for  the  children  of 
this  world  are  wifer  in  their  generation  than  th^ 
children  of  light."  Luke  xvi.  8*  There  iare  -no 
more  than  two  fucceeding  generations— the  chil- 
dren of  God,  and  the  children  of  the  devil ;  fo 
that  it  is  in  the  generation  of  vipers  that  thi? 
wifidom  lies.     All  the  followers  of  Chrifl  which 
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he  had  bleffed  fell  under  the  fentetice  of  thde 
wife  men  among  the  Jevvs :  "  This  people  that 
know  not  the  law  are  curfed.  Thou  waft  alto- 
gedier  born  in  fin,  and  doft  thou  teach  us  ?  and 
they  caft  him  out."  Thefe  wife  ones  can  tell  you 
the  origin  of  tlie  world  better  than  he  who  made 
it,  if  you  can  "believe  them ;  they  will  give  you  a 
defcription  of  tlie  i'.ternity  of  matter,  though  they 
will  not  allow  him  to  be  eternal  that  made  the 
world.  John  i.  3.  They  have  found  out  that 
eveiy  ftar  is  a  habitable  worjd,  and  they  have 
multiplied  heavens  as  fatft  as  the  papifts  have  mul- 
tiplied mediators,  which  never  had  any  exiftence 
but  in  their  brains ;  they  have  given  to  the  globe 
of  the  earth  fuch  velocity  of  motion  as  all  the 
weights  and  machinery  in  the  world  could  never 
give  to  a  wheel,  nor  all  the  nitre  upon  earth  give 
to  a  fhot ;  they  have  afcribed  fuch  intelligence 
and  influence  to  the  planets,  that  they  can  tell 
you  at  Chriftmas  when  it  will  rain  and  when  it 
will  fhine  all  the  year  round ;  nay  more,  they 
will  caft  your  nativity  by  them,  and  read  yoiu: 
fate  or  deftiny,  fo  that  you  may  know  your  end 
from  the  beginning  without  going  to  the  gypfies ; 
fo  profound  in  knowledge  are  thefe  whofe  "  wif- 
dom  is  earthly,  fenfual,  and  devililh.'* 

And,  if  Satan  fows  a  crop  of  thefe  tares -among 
the  Lord's  wheat  in  order  to  anfwer  fome  future 
purpofe,  their  wifdom  is  ftill  retained ;  they  are 
no  lefs  than  the  children  of  the  wicked  one, 
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though  they  are  mixed  among  the  children  of  the 
kingdom.  They  may  be  known  by  their  noife, 
for  they  are  fwift  to  fpeak  and  flow  to  hear ;  James 
i.  19 ;  by  their  flattion  alfo,  for  there  is  none  of 
this  fort  that  are  fervants  of  all,  or  fervants  erf" 
any ;  they  are  all  mafters,  that  they  may  receive 
the  greater  condemnation.  James  iii.  1.  Thi^ 
fort  muft  not  be  fought  for  in  the  lower  room, 
but  in  the  higheft  feat.  Satan  fends  no  under- 
ilrappers,  fach  as  helps  or  fellow-helpers  to  the 
truth;  thofe  that  he  fent  into  the  church  in 
Paul's  days  were  all  apoftles.  2  Cor.  xi.  I3.  Rev* 
ii.  2.  They  are  like  PharaohV  ftatefmcn,  the  fons 
of  the  wife,  the  fons  of  ancient  kings  (Ifa.  xix.  1 1); 
and  true  enough,  for  we  know  of  no  kings  upon 
earth  fo  ancient  as  devils.  A  fubjeft  of  Chrift's 
kingdom  muft  compare  himfelf  with  the  fcrip- 
tures,  and  he  that  doth  fo  finds  himfelf  foolifh 
enough ;  but  Satan's  fubjedls  compare^  themfelves 
with  themfelves,  and  Paul  fays  they  are  not  wife : 
but  I  fay  they  are  "  wifer  than  feven  men  that  can 
render  a  reafon.'* 

Eighthly,  The  higheft  ftate  of  majcfty  in  Sa- 
tan's empire  is  pride,  it  was  this  that  lifted  him 
up  to  his  prefent  dignity :  "  Not  a  novice,"  fays 
Paul,  "  left  being  lifted  up  with  pride,  he  fall  iiito 
the  condemnation  of  the  devil."  1  Tim.  iii.  6. 
When  a  fpark  of  this  exalting  light  fhines  into 
the  head  of  one  of  thefe  wife  fubjedts,  what  won- 
ders do  they  difcover !   Not  all  the  faints  upon 
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earth  can  eilcem  others  fo  much  better  than  theater 
felves,  as  tiiefe  efteem  themfelves  better  than 
.others.  The  hardeft  talk  tliat  you  can  impofe 
upon  fuch  men,  is  to  fet  them  down  at  the  foot  of 
anotlier  to  be  taught ;  nor  doth  any  thing  cxer- 
cife  their  patiencci  more,  than  to  keep^  filence 
while  another  fpeaks,  they  arc  to  be  known  by 
".  a  multitude  ot  woixis/'  ^ 

They  take  after  their  father  for  affiduity ;  they 
go  to  and  fro  in  the  earth,  and  walk  up  and  down 
in  it;  and  whisrever  the  fons  of  God  aflemhle 
fpme  of  thefe  are  fure.to  prelent  the^elves  before 
the  Xord  ;  not  to  get  inftru6tion,  for  that  is  not 
pofljblcithey  go  rather  to  corre6l  miflakes  and  to 
try  the  ipirits.  Thofe  that  followed  the  Saviour, 
only  fet  him  to  rights  when  they  thought  he  was 
wrong :  ^*  How  can  this  man  give  us  his  flefh  to 
eat  ?'*  ^*  This  is  a  hard  faying,  who  can  hear  it  !'* 
•*  Thou  bearcft  record  of  thyfelf,  thy  record  is  not 
true.'*  "  He  is  mad,  why  bear  yc  him  ?"  And,  if 
any  wonderful  difplay  of  fupernatural  power  ap- 
peared, they  afcribed  the  glory  to  none  but  their 
own  father :  "  He  doth  it  by  Beelzebub  the  prince 
of  the  devils/'  Agur.was  never  half  fo  brutilh 
in  his  own  eyes  as  thefe  are  angelic  in  theirs. 
The  everlaftiug  gofpel  is  called  fooliftmefs,  and 
omnipotence  is  ternied  weaknefs  by  them ;  but 
-  **  the  fooliflinefs  of  God  is  wifer  than  men,  ancj  the 
weaknefs  of  God  is  llronger  than  men."  1  Cor. 
i.  25.  The  fcorner  s  chair  is  the  highcft  bench 
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in  Satan's  kingdom ;  he  that  mounts  that  feat  i^ 
upon  the  pinnacle,  above  the  ground,  and  abov^ 
all  about  him,  and  of  courfe  neareft  to  him  that 
is  the  prince  of  the  power  of  the  air. 

The  next  in  power  to  devils  are  fin  and  death ; 
fin  reigns  unto  death,   and  death  reigned  from 
Adam  to  Mofes,  and  from  Mofes  till  now.    To 
keep  up  the  government  of  thefc  two  is  the  chief 
of  Satan's  labour,  whether  it  be  in  his  fubjedls  or 
by  them.     And,  when  the  Saviour  ihali  raife  his 
own  family,  and  change  them  and  fafhion  them 
like  unto  his  own  glorious  body,  then  Ihall  the 
works  of  the  devil  be  efFeftually  deftroyed ;  and 
both  fin  and  death,  which  came  by  Satan,  fhall 
be  the  everlafting  deftru6lion  of  himfclf  and  of 
all  that  die  in  his  intereft.    Then  Ihall  Satan  and 
all  his  infernal  principalities  and  powers,  together 
with  fin  and  death,  and  all  dead  finners,  depart  to- 
gether ;  they  Ihall  go  with  the  devil  and  his  angels 
into  their  everlafting  habitations,  far  enough  from 
Chrift  and  from  all  the  fubje<fts  of  his  kingdom. 
Then  fliall  be  brought  to  pafs  this  faying,  "  Gpd 
taketh  the  wife  in  their  own  craftinefs,  and  tbo 
CQUnfel  of  thp  frpward  is  carried  headlong," 
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BtUy  if  I  with  ihe  finger  of  God  caft  out  devils^  no 
douht  the  kingdom  of  God  is  come  upon  yw^ 

Xukeo^i.  20... 

i5l>iN  entered  into  the  world  by  Satan,  and  death 
entered  by  fin.  Sin  feparatcd  between  God  and^ 
^  our  fouls :  but  the  incarnation  of  the  Son  of  God* 
brought  our  nature  back  to  God,  which  fin  had' 
feparated ;  and  the  blood  of  Chtiil  made  us  nigh,^ 
whom  wicked  works  had  made  far  ofF.  Sin  had 
its  beginning  by  the  tree  of  knowledge,  and  it  had 
its  end  on  the  accurfed  tree.  Adam  fihned  an^ 
died^  and  paradife  was  loft ;  Chrift  was  made*fm' 
and  died,  and  a  better  paradife  wa^  gained.  The 
woman,  being  firft  in  the  tranfgreffion,  was  eon* 
demncd  to  forrow  in  child-bearing,  and  that  for- 
row  brought  forth  the  woman^s  great  deliverer!  - 
Sin  is  the  fole  caufe  of  all  our  mifery,  and  a  fenle 
of  this  mifery  renders  us  proper  objedls  of  Qod-i 
mercy.    By  lin  and  death  Satan  aimed  at  the  eter ^ 
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nal  ddlru<5Uon  of  men,  and  fin  and  death  will  be 
the  eternal  deftru<5lion  of  Satan.    Nothing  pleafed 
Satan  fo  well  as  bringing  mankind  upder  the  fen- 
tcnce  of  death ;  and  that  fentence  executed  upon 
Chrifl^bmjfed  Satan's  he^d,  and  h^  himfplf  and 
)iis  works  were  deftroyed  in  the  fame  nature  that 
he  had  ruined.      By  the  incarnation  of  Chrift 
grace  and  mercy  come  to  men,  and  by  the  death 
of  Chrift  honour  is  brought  to  the  juftice  and  ho- 
Jjnefs  of  Gqd.      Satan  is  degraded,  fin  is  con- 
demncd  in  Chrift's  flefh,  and  the  finner  is  %yed ; 
and  yet  God  appears  juft  when  he  juftifies  the 
ungodly.     Sin  is  freely  pardoned,  and  yet  venge- 
ance is  taken  of  our  inventipns;   forgiving  and 
^capfing  is  office  grace,  an4  yet  God  is  faithful 
«id  juft  in  forgiving  and  cleanfing  ;  tjie  finner  is 
bought  with  a  price,  and  yet  fayed  and  glorified 
by  ftec  grace.      Sin  brought  us  all  imd^r  ihe 
yrath  of  God,  but  in  pouring  that  wrath  Vipon 
Chrift  everlafting   love  was  difplayed  to  roep. 
^1  the  wqrkp  qf  devils  have  beeij  tq  deftroy  hu- 
tpan  naturp,    anjl  by  f  juijgf  ;n  hijraan  nature 
ftall  all  devUs  be  judged  and  deftroyed.  ;  Devils 
^rc  the  ^cufers  of  thp  brethren,  and  the  bfcthrei^ 
iball  Jjctlie  judges  pf  the  devils.     Men,  afpiring 
to  be  like  gpds,  fpU  under  the  dominipn  qf  h\).a;x 
angels  r  Chrift,  by  beipg  made  a  little  lower  than 
(he  aQgel§  of  light,  rajfed  us  to  an  hppour  aboyq^ 
thena.   .  .      ^  .    ' 

^    Chrift  fpoiled  princip^itiesj  and  thcirefore  fom^ 
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l^oils  but  of  tbe  devil's  kingdom  the  Lord  Jcfus 
Chrift  muft  have,  according  to  an  ancient  ftipu- 
lation'.  ^  Thefc  ^re  the  iobj^As  of  his  Ipvc, '  the 
pnrchaieof  his  bloQd>.  and  therefore  miEft  be  the 
trophic  of  hi«  vidory:  '  He  is  not  td  have  them 
without  a  .p(rice>  nor  wiU  ,they  fubrait  to  him 
witlioiittJonquefl:.  **  He^fliall  fee  of  the  travail 
of  his  foul>  and  ifliall  be  fatisfied :  by  his  know* 
ledge  fliadl  my  iighteous  fenrant  juftify  inany ;  ftif 
lie  Ihair  bear  their  iniqtnties.  Therefore  will  I 
divide:  hanv  a  portion  with  the  great,  atid  he  ihall 
divide  the  fpoil  with  «the  flrong ;  becaufe  he  hath 
poured  out  his  foul  unto  death."  Ifarliii,  11,  12. 
A  portion  with  the  great,  is  fome  few  fele<Sled 
fubjeds  out  bf  the  kingdoms  of  the  great  poten* 
tates  upon  earth;  and  the  fpoil  that  hc:  is  todi-^ 
Tide  with  the  ftrorig^  are  Gods  own  ele6l,  which 
wem  giveh  unto 'him,  arid  \*iiich  he  takes  by  thd 
dint  of  hisfwbrd  froitt  the  ftrong  man  anried;.  Hi 
begins  his  conqtieft,  . 

Firft,  By  the  light  of  his  bountetiahcJe;  : 
Secondly,  Bylthe  edge  of  the  fword.  **  Thd 
f)et:^le  that  walked  in  darkii^s  hare  feeri  k  great 
light :  they  that  dwell  in  the  land  of  the  Ihadotv* 
of  death,  upon  tbem  h^h  the  light  Ihined;"  Ifai 
k;  2.  This  is  the  firft  attack  upcm  the  ftrtwjg 
man  $  palace^  arid  is,  called;  the  fintier*$  tfarifla* 
tion :  for  fo  it  id  written, .  **  Who  hath  deliyeted 
us  from  the  power  of  diifcjieisb^  stod  hathtranf- 
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dated  usviito  the  kingdom  of  his  dhai^  Sdn^^   Gc^ 

.  Scconafy,  The  isdgti  of  liif  6vo*cL .  «  In  £hA 
idaiy ItiaLord^  with  hibfore and/^ktanid ftrai^ 
fi«0Mri>  ihall  puniffi  Ifeviathanv  the  |)iiercan^  fep- 
pent,vtv£nkviathail^  4^M  crooked  fcrpent;  apd 
he  ihdli  ii^y  \ht  drdgdn  tihiat  is  ia  tbeiba;"  ]£k 
acxvii.  i.  This  li^t.  dnr^s  ^  d^vB>  aM  ct 
)ike:v9!ifefhew&die&iiier  his  flivffQl  ftate>;  asod  &e 
iWobni  «£  the  ipirit.woisnd&  fhti  dfaviLdnd:th^fi&i» 
her  too«  Satan's  ra^e  at  the  '^^  riieisi  &6m:  a 
frefli  i^onieitibraiK^e  of  his  formwi&te  of  Ht&  and 
happiAds,  whicU'ibr  a  momeiit  £bftei&9  him ;  but 
fii^  cctffiideitation  of  all  being  irrtcoTeiiabty  lol^ 
and'the  thoughts  cf  fotiire  ahd  endle&  tonniehl^ 
Fekindles  all  his  rage^  and  difpenttito  9  ahdy  iind^ 
ihgtbe  poor  finner^  who  has  len^beten  hi»k#* 
fiilrqiptiye^  goiiig:  11^  that  Idgtft.wtd  t^t&  which 
hejiby  hss'pride  afid  rebdJsos.  had  lofty  pre^ok^ 
him  to  jcaloufy,  and  pierces  eVery  power  of  that 
infernal  iateliigette;  and'thit  he  aitafees  ikit  poor 
.  fiiiiier  kna\ir  and&el,  for  ho  hdtsk  it  him  sdl Che 
kcAy  filthy,  obfoin^,  defj^erat^,  j^ebeHkms,  axid 
blaf][dien)o4s  oath^^  ctairfe^^  imprecatloiirs,  and  in*- 
ip^i^ives^  timt^he  istna^ft^  o:^and  all  agasnft 
€lod;  atidtli^  accaf€s  the  poddr  finiiisr  of  it^  to 
fi&khithin^dbf{^h';  thmigh^:at  the  iame  tinze,  it 
i#  fite  devii*s  own^flii ;' 'f^r  fu^h'  tfeidgfip ' itcJV^r .  eoi- 
t^t^ihe-fi^r^  hea^l  ttl(  the  devillodf^ditihsiins 
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m  it.  HcripWBver  thk  fc'rvcs  to  fk^w;  i*  that  the 
r&ys  of  divme  light  (Ufcover  hiiB5  and  vemove 
kb  maik  from  tive  iindef-fWudiag,  ^xfd  himfelf 
irom'  bis  dark  abodti ;  and  this  is  evident  \^  t^ 
violent  troaptiations  that  ibllow:.  &>t  y^t  call 
hab  he  to  tempt^  entice,  allure^  terrify^ .  iitd 
4sto«aten  m  with  hi«  ftifurb  fuecefa  {ind  ^vantage 
gVc^  us,  if  he  reigned  in  tkeb^art  and  cpuld  tak«r 
us  captive  at  his  will  ?  iii6  fhiilTefi  attemj^ts  att<t 
terrifyihg.  thi^eatoyn^  are  iufiident  to  coftyinoe 
w  that  the  Lord  Jeftis  has  cruflied  his  power^ 
boubd  him  by  hts^  providence^  atod  difarmed  him 
of  the  pasKoply  b^  which  he  kept  his  goods  ia 
peace.  By  the  tight  of  the  Lord's  cduntenanoe> 
and  by  the!  fwohi  of  the  Spirit^  fhall  the  kingdom 
of  the  tteaH  be  dcftroycd,  whieh  is^faid  to  be  full 
df  darknofe.  Light  i^all  difcover  the  datnnable 
deeeptioiisof  popity,  aad  the  fwrord  pf  the  Spkrit 
ihall  flay  the  foiu]?  4)f  thoife  t^C  tleare  to  them^ 
"  Por  the  myfteiry  of  iiliqtrity  doth  alresidy  work : 
Qtk\%  he.  that  now  kttelh  will  kf^  iMitil  he  be 
taken  ou^.of  the  way.  Aod  then  fhall  that  wick- 
od  be  rav^aled^  whom  th&  Lord  fhall  confume 
wifh  the  ^pi^it  of  his  mOuth^  and  fbpii  de(}my 
\tith.the  brig^tfi  Of  his  eoming^*'  l^ThefF.  ii. 
7c,  8i  Thtti  is  Satan  dctlrfotjed ;  ''  And  if  I^  by  ^ 
the  iixiger  of  Gfyd^  caft  out  devils^  n^  dt>ubt  thot 
^ngdcmi  of  God^  i»  eemo  t^&^  y<^'* 
,Mcwa^%  Theh^i,  }^  tjjff  yower  of  Mif 
i^pki^  Jl»b4uttS:^rca«i2^  ei)ti|jit|i  whi<eb  h^te&tjtio: 
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light ;  he  bows  the  luiner's  will  and  makes  .him. 
willing ;    he   fearches  the »  rei;ns,     wounda  the 
fpirit^  and  makes  the  heart.  honeH: ;    and  one  of 
^sathoneA  heart  will  cry, » ^'  Search  me  and  try 
fue,  and  fee  if  there  be  any  wicked  way  m  me, 
arid  lead  me  in  the  way  eyerlafting."     Yea>  he 
GOmes  willingly  to  the  light,  that. his  deeds  may. 
be  made  maniffeft  that  they  are  wrought,  in  God. 
Thus  the  enmity  is  flain,  and  a  moll  eameft  de- 
fire  after  reconciliation  with  God  is  kindled  in 
the  foul ;  he  is  made  willing  a^d  made  honeft ;  he 
accepts  the  punilbment  of  his 'iniquity,,  and  had* 
»ther  lie  under; the  rod  than  be  in  carnal  eafe.; 
and  would  feed  iipon  ftripes  and  bitter  refle^ons 
leather  than  be^given  up^to  enjoy  the  pleafures  of 
iin  for  a  fealeto,^   5*  The  kingjdom  of  God  is  not- 
iti  word,  but  in:  powa*.**    Thus  it  appears  that 
the  fubjeidls^of  darknefs  ai;e.  all  blinded  by  the 
gdd  of  this'  world,  atid^ their  hearts  are  filled  with 
enmity  and  hatred  againft- the -light;    and  this 
their  enmity  difdovera  iifelf  at  every  foul'  which- 
God  illuminates,  •  or  into  which  the  true  light 
Ihineth:-  and-  thus  the- Je^s  rejoiced  in  John*s 
light  for  a-feafeUj  and  then  faid  * «  He  hath  a  de* 
vil."  Anc(;-when  the'Sun^of  Right^Qufnefs  vifited 
tbenr,   then  tlieyfaid  he  had /a  devil  and  was 
mad/  •  Tktte  Satan  Ubou^s  -fe  Wxkd  the  eyes,  and 
arms  the  foul  with  majicd,  .at' every  heavenly  ray- 
that  darts  updn  his- vaSL   ,  fetety.  if  God  (i^ines  into 
*  femer'a  heart,  ajad ifearGhes,-  tiies,^  atKi difoovers^ 
♦  -•-i-*  «    »  .-  the 


:tbe  evil  af'it>  and  by  wofundiftg  the  fpiftt  mdfcee 
tiije  hjcart  hoiieft,  leads  the  foul  to  the  lights  arid 
jiirtJi  a:  cry  into  the  jioor  iinner  for  rtievoy,  foc4i 
an  one  the  devil  labours  tQ  baffle,  confufe^  puz;«- 
sle>  perplex,  confound,  tempf,  accixTe,  reproach^ 
and  even  ridictile  him  for  hypocrify  in  every 
thing  he  does.  It  is  Satah^s.  work  to  applaud  the 
hypocrite,  to  fondle  his  dcceitfol  heart,  to  prop 
up  his  feared  cohfcience  and  lead  hkn  to  fclf-adt 
miration.  But  the  foul  that  God  difplays  his 
.power  in  is  always  wrong  and  never  right ;  all  is 
^ile, :  nofhing  finccre;  all  feigned,  nothing 
i*al;  all  as. deceit,  nc^ix^ found;  if  he  fpeaks 
he  takes,  him  to  talk  for  evary  word ;  overhales 
him,  and  accufcs  him  of  infincerity  and  falfe* 
hood  in  every  thing  he  has  faid.  •  To  the  pha- 
rifce  in  hi^  forms,  and  to  the  hypocrite  in  Zion, 
Satan  is .  a  imooth-tongued  prophet,  a  dauber,  a 
reformer,  an  healer  of  the  breach,  ai^d  a  builder 
Up  5  but  to  the  mourner  in  Zion  he  is  a  reprover, 
An  accufer,  an  inquifitor*gieneral,  an  envious  obr 
fecv«r,-  a  malicious  overfetr,  a  laborious  pilUer 
dowti,  aad:  a  defperate:  deftroyer  of  God's  heri- 
tage. This.is  his  work,  whether  he  labour  at  the 
heart  by  fuggeftions,  or  t^  his  minifters  in  the 
piilpit.-  Satan  is  not  divided  againft  himfelf ;  if 
he .  wajr, '  bow  fhould  his  kingdom  fland  ? 

Thirdly,  Self-righteoufnefs  fiand$  in  the  way 
of  God's  kihgdam,  andnraft  be  demoliftied  be- 
fore the.cmpirci  of  Chrift  can  be  fetup.     Satan 

propped 
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pticfpp^  up  the  J&mlk  fc^bdft*  andip1ia^f«e»  ih 
thb  web;^  they  not  ofily  jdAified  thettifelv^  to- 
4bre  ni{»^,  bttt  they  pleaided:th€^  worth,  andwai 
^^d.  k  b&tore  OoA  i^  they  fdugfat  righteMifett& 
Isy  the  woite  of  the  laUr^.aAd  wenf  about  to 
TftabliA  it^  and  wcrettlegifcatift  oppofo»Jofihc 
kingdom  of  6od>  for  fiusy  flmt  It  up  agakfi  mm ; 
Acy  entered  not  thedafeWes^  4rad  lach  a»  \feifc 
going  ithty  hindemd.  And  if  is  p3aia  thai:  the 
"ptayxBg  publican!  im  the  tempk^  aasd  Mary  Mag^ 
dafen  the  ifadot^  v^ent  iiato  thti  kaxlgdoin  of  6od 
before  them;  This  |nllar  of  Xbt  devifa  kingdom, 
titts  ^rdiid  idol  of  v^  iknag^tibn  S;vihack  tiie 
)>apifti^  and  the  woii^ld  wodhip^  is^iddilrbyed 
i»  the  hearts  df  God?s  ekft.  .        . 

FiiiftV  By  an  s^pHcdtion  of  the  lawof  Oodi. 

Secdrtdly,  By  the  quick^iflg.  ififltteftcesi  ^f  the 
Hcdy  Ghoft.  Thd  entrancje  of  the  kw,  vrkh  afl 
its  feafSj  boridcfge,  terroi^s^  arid  Wfatfe,  r  ^iil  not 
do  of  itfelfi  f<ir  a.  finaer  in  blaek  d^fpiaft,  aoid 
give^  up  to  a  £sarfttMookihg>for  of /jmdgffie&ti; 
^111  fometime&  plead  his  merits  before  tMt^ 
though  he  date  not  plead  his  caofo  beiare  Godi 
I  have  known  inftances  of  thi^r  myfclfc  Thei«  ii 
fuch-  a  thing  as  defpeirate  pride,  and  the  detil 
often  influences  t^e  moiksi\r(iA  apoftates  with  it'* 
infomuch  that,  wh6n  ti»y  ard  in  difpwtei  with  the 
childrch  of  God,  they  will  evin  penttrt  the  fcrip- 
tuite%  plead  their 'o^'\*JGw?th^i  aad  bilBg  fijrtb 
ti^ir  ilrong  reafdns  ag$in£lahiS)  Kdhg.^f  Jaeob. 
i,       ::  .     But 
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Buf  Wh8n'God^applie6  ll»l»w  to  k  dboibn  v<^ 
•he^  attends*  th^  appBt^a*iort  vMi  the  aw^afcemug, 
^aytThitt^,  kj'uickfehfng,  ftlf^mptyirtg,  feif-abrfe:. 
Wg,  ahd  foul-^itikig  ^rpcmtiOn^  of  the  Hoijr 
•Spirit  of  prdniifeyM^hidh'  gives  Ufe  to'  the  fori, 
and  ftiAkt^  k  /td',  brinq^r,  tiiirft^  long^  cravt^, 
ci^,  pray^  fi^cfk^  i^dt,  watcli  and  wait  at  twtf* 
'^oWs^gatei  till  ttoe'^otfr.of  ftmey  andof  hopb  be 
4>petaed.  A  foot  landef  fuch  circumihmces  is  coiv- 
^*WMfied<m  all  hattd»— by  the  law,  by  tbegdfpfil, 
by  c^mfcienca^  by  ef  ory  feiirt^  by  thefdif-rightfo- 
<m&  ^batifee,  by  tli0  ¥@&ied  hypocrite^  by  every 
'llA^)o^r  in  the  pulpit^  by  Che  common  i^Fldling, 
a^  by  every  pofi^or  of  a  feared,  conicieixee  thai: 
lid  p^  feelings  and  even  by  tbe  beafts  oitist  fidd^ 
(6fr  be v0uld  ibondr  be  a  brafe^  afowl,  a-tfeptile,  ol: 
attinfed,  tbari  ahumari  creature ;  any  thing  rather 
t3ton  a;  eondemned  and  guilty  (inner,  SLcaonntMs 
tio  arjuft  and  holy  God.  And  be  will  honeftly  toll 
you  that  every  creatuiie  that  6od  has  made  an^ 
(vrtn  fome  good  end  in  the  citation,  and  in  f^tMi 
way  or  dthef  glorifies  God;  but  hse  oi  hiaifell' 
never  dicJ,  nor^ever  <ianj  e3tcept  God  glo#ify-his 
truth  and'  jullitie  in  his  eteHi^  dami^af  i^ii :;  tHii 
he  fees>  thi*  he  feelSj  arid  fShm  h©  will  hoiid^ 
own  and  confefs'  befom  (iod  or  laaa  It  wa? 
fiieh  eonvi<5ti0n&  as^ 'th(;fe  that  lumetd  BanddV 
eofhdinefc  ihtd  coifnption,  Paul's  brilliant  p^^ 
ibrmanceflf  into  dung*  and'^  drafe^  and  Ziorfi 
.^ehdid  figUik^isdtitfy 'wix>  filthy  £ag6.  >  AIL  cmf 
i  '     '  -•  vidions, 
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virions,  ilnattcndcd  by  the  Ipirit  of  life>;  jbemii;' 
nate  in  felf-plty^  in  hatred  to  truths  in  hatred  to 
the  faints,  in  diihonefty  at  he^rt^  in  epmity  tp 
God^  in  love  to  human  apphufe,  ii|  worldly 
grief,  ih  infernal  pride,  and  in  defperate  foirow* 
All  of  which  arc  fruits  imto  deftth^  or  desld  wqrk^. 
But  the  fpirit  of  life,  frqm  God  quicHeoing.  the 
rfdul  and  making  intdrceffion  with  unutterable 
-groaning  for  it,  and  the  wtath  and  terrors,  of  God 
by  the  law  blafting  and  withering  all  hi^nan 
glory,  founiirips  theiinnarof  his  rags^if  itdoe^ 
tiot  ilrip  him  of  all  reliance  on  his  own  arm^  and 
always  brings  him  to  hunger  and  thirft  after 
xighteoufhefs,  and  he  labours  hard  to  work  one 
out ;  but,  as  foon  as  he  hears  firom  the  gofpel  of 
Chrid  that  there  is  fuch  a  thing  to  be  had  as  aqi 
imputed  rightequfnefs^  O  how  he  longs  for  it ! 
•And  fure  I  am  that  this  divine  life  in  the  foul, 
which  makes  the  finner  hunger  and  ihirft,  fhall 
termitmte  in  his  juftification  unto  life.  "  For,  if 
by  one  man  s  oflfence  death  reigned  by  one,  much 
more  they  which  receive  abundance  of  grace^ 
and  of  the  gift  of  righteoufnefii,  fhall  reign  in 
life  by  one,  Jefua  Chrift."  Rom^  v.  I7.  Self- 
righteoiifuefs  is  the  boaft  and  glory*  of  every  clafs 
of  profeflbrs  of  natural  religion;  and  nothing  but 
ah  application  of  the  law,  attended  with  life  an4 
convidfcions  by  the  Spirit,  will  ever  llain  this 
pride  of  human  gloty.  *'  The  grafs  withereth, 
tb&  flower  fadeth,   becaufe  thft  Spirit  of  Go4 

bloweth 
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blpwcth  Upon  it"  Satan  will  prop  up  and  fweH, 
with  pride  every  foul  that  trails  in  himfelf  that  he 
^s  righteous,  for  fuch  are  his  own'children.  All 
the  fcribes  and  pharifees  among  the  Jews,  whom 
Chrift  declared  were  of  their  fether  the  devil, 
were  fuch  as  went  about  to  cftabliih  their  own 
righteoufnefs ;  but  the  righteoufncft  of  faith  the 
hypocrite  cannot  endure :  he  is  an  enemy  to  Grod 
who  provided  it,  to  Chrift  who  wrought  it  out, 
to  the  gofpel  which  reveals  it,  to  the  Spirit  who 
applies  it,  to  faith  which  apprehends  it  and  puts 
it  on,  to  thofe  minifters  of  righteoufnefs  which 
preach  it^  and  to  all  that  feek  it  or  follow  after  it. 
In  this  beft  robe  the  Father  embraces  the  return-^ 
ing  fon ;  in  this  wedding- garment  Chrift  receives 
hisfpoufe;  andfhe  devil  knows  this  and  hates 
the  match.  If  God  juftifies,  who  can  condemn  i 
This  makes  Satan*s  accufations  and  charges 
groundleft,  and  Taps  the  very  foundation  of  his* 
kingdom.'  Grace  ihali  reign,  but  then  it  is- 
5*  through  righteoufnefs,  unto  eternal  life,  by 
Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord.'*  Rom.  v.  21.  When^ 
juftification  is  paft,  glorification  is  fijre )  whom 
God  juftifies^  them  he  alfo  glorifies ;  and  where 
the  Suti  of  Righteoufnefs  rifes,  there  he  never 
gqes  down.  All  the  time  that  Jofhua  ftood  be- 
fore the  Lord  in  the  filthy  garments  of  his  own 
righteoufnefs,  Satan  ftood  at  his  right  hand  to 
^ccufe  him,  reproach  him,  calumniate  him, 
tempt  him,  confound  hin^,  and  refift  him.    You 

may 
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nwy  fte  Jb^r^theiafokncc  of  tho  ^eviUJo^  prc^  • 
fusing;  to  talj^e  flie  ypper  hand  even  of  Qo^V 
bjgh  p^eft^  wi  whai  in  the  prefence  of  God, 
afidisrheiiaUiraduigupoijih^sfuni^iQn*  GutiS^ia^ 
pays  np  regard  to  facred  -p^pe^  xio^  cccleiiaftiq^ , 
oniers;  whether  it  l^  Joihw  the  hi^h-prieft  iin- 
d^r  the  Jaw^  ox  Ji^das  the  s^oftJe  under  th^  gpU- 
pel,  he  will  have,  the  p^e-enjiaence.as  long  as  the 
filthy  ];ag  of  human  lugbteOHfnefs  is  kept  on  and 
tirofted  in; :  for  "  as  many  as  are  of  the  works  of 
tbe  law  4»e  under  the  curfc."  And  "  he  that  be- 
lieveth-not  ja  condemned  already."  And  thi^  Ja?fc 
Ktftqb  will  hftve  the  afcendency  over  malcfaftors. 
Bwt,  when  the  Lord  faid,  ^^  Take  away  the  filthy 
garments  frwi  him ;"  and  added,  *^  Behold,  I 
have  cattfed  thine  iniquity  to  pais  from.thee,  and 
I  will  clothe  thee  with  change  of  raiment  ,•"  this 
made  the  devil  knock  under  and  relinquiih  all 
claim  to  his  prey.  "  The  Xord  rebuke  thee,, 
OS|U:a¥^;  h  not;  this  a  brand  plucked  out  of  the 
fire  ?*'  I^cJh.  iii.  a.  A  brand  plucked  put  of  the 
fire,  i  rotten  limb  of  a  barren,  corrupt,  and 
dry  tree,  half  hu^nt  up :  but  now  plucked  out  of 
the  fire  of;  divine  wrath,  and  put  of  the  fire  of 
SatMk's  njge,  and  fresp  the  fire  of  hdl.  Hence  it 
ispl^  that  the  devil  hath  no  better  column  to 
his  empire  than  felf-orightepufiiefa^  Witnefs  the 
many  thoulands  ^that  Satan  ,has^  raifed  up  to 
preach  it-^among  the  Bapifis,  among  the  Ajrmi- 
nianS;  .a,mpqg  thofe  of  the  €;ftabUlhmen^  and. 
4  among 
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OCTQOg  a  gpefit  ttU9)l>9r  of  ih^  diflenters :  and  bq 
woji(ter,  fof,  "  if  S^aft  be  divided  againfl;  him« 
felf,  how  flwH  bip  Jcingdpni:  ftand.?'-  Anotha: 
prop  of  Sataix's  kixigdpip^  wlpch  the  Lard  deiop*. 
Ufliep,  is 

FaJfc  con&de^cc.  Sataa  pays  particiilax  at- 
liexxition  to  thi;»  bcam^)  Qf  1^^  empire,  for  be  VxiQ^m 
tb^t  unheli^f  aad  damnatim  ;»re  infeparabjy  coja« 
nfi^d ;  a^d  Hiat  wherever  this  piUa;:  j(Und«  feft 
Ss^ta;!  is  fccure  \n  Jtu$  ftrpqg  iwld»  This  was  tbe 
fyA  feed  o£  Sat^  tipat  EKe'Cpxnoeived  jjxher  »wd^ 
and  by  tbis  Satan  ufwped  hk  power  and  author 
rity^,  ajfid  whci:e  tbis  ft^Jid^  faft  Sataa  hatb  fuU 
poflejQiiQU :  "  He  tb.at  bejievcth  not  is  condemjaed 
already,  ;gjxd  tbe  wrath  of  God  abideth  on  bUxj**! 
FalCe  coxuftdenoe  credits  pvery  lie  that  Sataxi  ap- 
plies, and  gives  the  lie  to  all  that  God  fays, 
When  God  gives  a  maifi  up.  tp  fajfe  confidence, 
it  is  that  he  inay  believe  a  lie  and  be  damned? 
i  Their,  ii.  U  •  And  this  is  evidont,  look  which 
way  you  will.  I^t  Simoc  Magus  give  out  tg 
the  city  of  S^roajia  that  he  is  the  great  power  of 
Gpd,  and  the  whole  gjty  believe  it  and  refpe<5t  tbf 
^mpoApr;  let  Borcpcab  tell  the  Jews  that  he  i» 
the  Mefliah,  and  h^  is  received  ^  let  the  pope  hut 
promiC?  abfobjiipn  and  heavejo  tp  a  whole  natioa 
(pf  natural  men^  and  there  are  but  few  doubts  or 
ifcruples  about  it ;  .  let^  the  foldiers  which  kept 
I5!r^cih  over  the  Saviour's  tomb  tell  Pilate,  that 
wk^  tbcy  W4PX3C  ^  afleep  they  iiw  the  difc^lc» 

of 
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of  Chrift  fteal  away  the  body  oF  our  Lord,  and  he 
believes  it  as  foon  as  tire  high  prieft  begins  to 
perfuade  him.  But",  thongh  this  falfe  confidence 
nevfer  ftaggcrs  at  a  lie,  yet  it  can  give  no  credit  to 
what  God  fays.  It  makes  God  a  liar.  1  John 
V,  10.  Yea,  and  fpeaks  it  orit  too.  Eliflia  told 
the  Shunamite  fhe  fhould  embrace  a  Ion,  and 
Ihe  faid,  *^  Nay,  my  lord,  thou  man  of  God,  dor 
not  lie  unto  thine  handmaid.^*  The  fame  pro^' 
phet  predidls  a  meafure  of  fine  flour  for  a  fheket, 
and  two  meafures  of  barley  for  a  Ihekel,  in  Sa-' 
maria ;  and  an  infidel  replied,  *^  If  the  Lord 
would  make  windows  in  heaven,  might  this 
thing  be."  Jefus  faid,  ''  I  am  the  light  of  the 
world,  h«  that  foUoweth  me  fliall  not  walk  in 
darknefs  :*'  the  Jews  replied,  *'  Thou  bcareft 
record  of  thyfelf,  thy  record  is  not  true.*'  John 
viii.  12,  13.  God  told  Eve,  in  the  day  that  fhe 
ate  of  the  tree  of  knowledge  Ihe  ftiould  furely 
die ;  the  devil  told  her  fhe  (hould  not,  but  fhe 
fhould  be  as  God— fhe  cafl:  away  all  the  con- 
.  fidence  fhe  had  in  God's  threatening,  but  em^ 
braced  both  the  lies  of  Satan.  This  is  one  of  the 
high  things  in  Satan's  flrong  hold  that  exalteth 
jtfelf  againfl:  God,  and  againfl:  the  knowledge  of 
him  ;  but  Chrift,  by  the  fpiritual  weapons  of  our 
warfare,  pulls  down  Satan  s  flrong  hold,  and  this 
barrier  of  it  among  the  rcfi.  Whatever  God 
fends  with  a  divine  energy  to  the  fouls  of  his 
'cle^,  the  grace  of  faith,  by  the  Spirit,  is  ottfe  in^ 
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gtfeiient  itt  th W  dMnc  ehergy  c**  pewfef :  **  F^itb 
cofB«8  by  hcarmg,  kiid  hearing  by  tlie  Word'*  of 
<Sod.  When  <iod,  bythe  miniftry  of^  his  fer- 
vants,  fends  hii  w«d  with  power,  ft  ihiat  <he 
finner  is  judged,  condettined,  and  the^^tfghts  of 
his  heart  made  manifeft;  he  will  fell  down  en  hii 
Ikce  and  worihip  Ctod,  and  report  that  God  is  in 
that  fervant  'of  a  truth.  Tim  4s  ^ftrong  faith  in 
terrible  tidiiigs*  here  We  ti^itible  fenfadldns  and 
tertibte  things  in  righteonfiiefe,  ^nd  a  ikong  ocm^ 
tlddtice  that  this  po^er  is  of<}od,  and  he  reports 
it  of  >a  .truth.  What  ii[  in^ri  feds  that  he  belieVes; 
faith  and  power  always  go  together ;  faith  ftands 
not  in  the  wifdom  of  men,  bnt  iii  the  power  of 
God.  :  When  Peter  charged  the  blood  of  Chrift 
upon  hif  midiehce,  all  that  felt  the  dint  of  the 
fword  believed  the  charge,  stnd  cried  for  quarter. 
Faith,  when  wrought  in  the  fdul,  is|  a  general  re- 
ceiver of  all  ^hat  God'feihds ;  nor  IhaH  Ae  powct 
of  unbelief, '  however  ftrong  in  a  chofioi  veflfe!^ 
make  either  the  faith  6f  God  ot  the  word  of  God 
without  eflfeft.  *  . 

Everynotion  that  a  carelcfsfinner  entertains  of 
God  is  fatfe,  and  tairvtorthy  6f  hirti.  He  talks  of 
his  mercy  and  goodftcfs,  pity  and  compaffion; 
but  he  cantiot  endure  to  hear  of  his  fovercignty, 
holinefs,  jttfticc,  truth>  immutability,*  or  twriUe 
majcfty,  N6iic  of  the  Ibbjefts  of  .SaWs  king- 
dom hold  thefe -things  iil  their  creed,  unlefe  it  be 
here  aiid  there  one  who  hath  tfeen  Mod  up  wit^i 
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]>ride  till  be  is  £dlen  into  th/&  ppndf^an^iipn  of  the 
^r'4r  ^9d.tbeo,hc  is  obliged  to  do  ^  thedevLt 
dots,  f'  believe  and  ixct^hU.''  jfot  tl}iB  is  a  d^f- 
jKf ate  faidp  which  attends  ,th|^  f!ptm^,  of  the 
fievil  wb<sp  he  retupis.  to  take  poflcffion:  of  thp 
}iqv^  froicpi  yirhei^qe  h^  (^aitie  ou^t^  whiqk  is  iht 
fiji^xfiy'^  ]%ft  ftage,  pnd-tbe  &mer's  wQrft  endr 
It  .wft^,  tii»^.  /feirti  tHajt  iQfl»Mioed  ;tbe  heart  of 
Juj^aft  virh^p^atW. entered  into  ham/  aipid  which 
S9^  labour?,  to .  ftrcngthep  %nd  cotifiroj,  and 
pfien  erfcp  Ijisifelf  qf  f^o^.p/irt  of  l)i§..  burden  .bj 
fppndijqgttbeibafts ef  feis  r^; on  the ti(^yo(hii 

'  .  B^t  the.  cp^yi^ops  of  God's  elc<Strare  jjit^ended 
lyith  $he  i^jvceflant  groaniiigj  pifafpirit  of  ^pplicar 
ti^'r  p'^.  ^  ind^tiable  thiri^  for  ,the  merc^  of  God; 
a  continual  fear  of  Jxis  conyidliop^  ^^^T^^  ^^?^t 
<ij:,c}r^ir  jgoing  off  the. ;\yroi;ig.  way  j  a  f?ar  of 
]|j)eingrlefbtp.hinife}f,.  and-^rf  )?^^Vg'  &^^^  W  ^^ 
th^  h^rjln^s  pf,  his  own  Jj[ieart;  fo  tired  is  he  -of 
hisoviiywayj-^.a^d  fo  li9fc  pf/hioifelf.  And  that 
foul  that  would  carry  his  burden  to  the  grave^  if 
Jijj^ght^cJjbjm^hppe  4?ath,  rather -than  be 

■gjvjcn,  pg  to  carnal  eafe  an^-^  worldly  ^ivlty  is 
t^  man  th^fc  hears  the  ijod  (!R(Iicah  .vL  9) ;  and 
the,mau  that  accepts  tifp  ,p\uiipiment  ,pf  his  ini- 
quity, JLcy.  qcpcvi.  41~4?:^;be,is  the  hungry,  foul 
to  whcp  every  hitter  thing.is  IWect ;  and  to  fuch 
U^jC^  promifi^is  .«ia^      *^.  They  Ihall  come  that 

jfj^r?  ready  tpjperifti^'*    ;  .  ;.,       : . 

r_Chrifl  Jefus,'  who  Jsa  %€.  cwnniprefcnt  God, 

when 
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WKen  he  comes  to  fet  up  his  kingdom  in  th^ 
heart  of  a  poor  finner,  does  not  difcover  or  mani- 
feft  himfelf  all  at  once.  It  is  as  the  fpoufe  ex- 
plains. It  is  firil  the  voice  of  my  Beloved.  Thp 
life-giving  word  of  reproof  and  rebuke,  pierc- 
ings fearohing,  and  trying  our  hearts,  conies  firft ; 
this  finks  us,  and  falvation  for  f uch  appears  im- 
poffihles  but  "Behold  becomes,  leaping  upon 
the  mountains  and  Ikipping  upon  the  hills.'* 
Mount  Sinai  ftands  fadly  in  our  way.  EleAioxi 
.(called  a  mountain  of  brafs>  Zech.  vi.  1)  Satan's 
povver^  and  the  huge  catalogue  of  our  fins,  are  all 
in  our  way  as  fo  many  mountains.  But  *^  every 
mountain  and  hill  Ihall  be  made  low,  end  th^ 
crooked  Aiall  be  made  ftraight,  and  the  rough 
places  plain  ;  and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  fliall  be 
revealed/'  Ifa.  xl.  4.  The  next  view  the  fpoufe 
had  of  him  was  fomewhat.  nearer  than  the  laft. 
"  He  fl:andeth  behind  our  walL"  Song.  ii.  9. 
The  ceremonial  law  was  a  wall  that  hid  Chrift ; 
the  fubfliance  was  obfcured  by  the  :(hadow  :  but 
when  he  difcovered  himfelf  to  the  fpoufe  thp 
Ihadows  fled,  and  when  he  came  in  the  flelh  he 
broke  down  the  middle  wall  of  partition,  and 
made  Jew  and  Gentile  one ;  and  gives  us  both 
accefs  by  one  Spirit  unto  the  Father,  and  ever? 
communion  with  himfelf.  Moreover,  our  own 
fuppofcd  merit  ftands  fadly  in  our  way.  "  The  rich 
man's  wealth  is  his  ilrong  city,  and  as  a  high  waljl 
in  his  own  conceif."   But  Chnfl:  always  fends  :&e 
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ricH  empty  away,  and  never  relieves  lis  till  wfc  be- 
come poor  in  fpirit :  the  kingdom  of  God  is  pro- 
liiifed  to  fuch.  When  the  above  virall  is  down  he 
fcoities  a  liftle^  clofer — "  He  looketh  forth  at  the 
windows.**  Song.  ii.  Q.  Thefe  windows  are, 
firft,  the  do<3rines  of  the  gofpcl,  in  which  Chrifl 
appears  as  the  fubjedl-matter  of  ihem.  In  this 
^lafs  the  natural  man  fees  his  face,  and  his  heart 
too ;  and  in  the  fame  glafs  the  Lord  is  to  be  fcen^ 
••  We  behold,  as  in  a  glafs,  the  glory  of  the  Lord  i 
and  are  changed  into  the  fame  image  fiom  glory 
to  glory,  as  by  the  Spirit  of  fchc  Lord/*  2  Can  iii. 
18.  Zicn's  windows  are  the  brilliant  and  illuf- 
triotfs  pci-fedlions  of  God  fhining  in  Chrifl:  Jefus, 
atn!  refle<fted  on  the  word  of  his  grace.  *'  I  will 
make  thy  windows  of  agates,  and  thy  gates  of 
cairbuncles,  and  all  thy  borders  of  pleafant  ftones : 
a^nd  all  thy  chrlc^ren  Ihall  be  taught  of  the  Lord,'* 
Ifei.  Kv.  1%  Hence  it  appears  that  thefe  windows 
and  gates  are  a  difpfey  of  the  glory  of  God  when 
a  poor  finner  en?tcrs  into  the  prfcfence,  grace,  fa- 
TOur,  and  joy  of  the  Lord,  and  is  favoured  with 
an  un6luous  experience  of  his  glorious  grace. 
When  thefe  windows  from  on  high  are  opened 
hy  the  miniftry  o(  the  word  (Ifa.  xxit.  18),  ho\f 
do  {xwrienfible  finnerg  fly  io  them  when  the  re- 
port of  it  is*  fpread  abroad.  "  Who  are  thefe  that 
fly  as  a  cloud,  and  as  doves  to  their  windows  V 
Ifa.  Ix.  8.  Furthemiore,  the  mind  and  under- 
ibtnding  of  a  man  are  the  windows  of  the  foul, 
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even  as  the  cyca  are  of  the  body ;  and  every  time 
he  filings  into  the  foul,  like  the  fun,  he  illumi-^ 
nates  us  and  warms  our  hearts,    Tbefe  are  the. 
foul-ravifhing  difcoveries  that  he  makes  of  him* 
felf  when  he  looketh  in  at  the  windows:  thus- 
we  fee  through  a  glafs  darkly,  but  in  time  to 
come  we  Ihall  fee  him  face  to  face.     The  laft  view, 
the  fpoufe  had  of  him  was  flourifhing  through 
the  lattice.  Song  ii,  Q.    A  lattice  is  sl  wooden  or. 
iron  window,  crofs-barred ;  fome  parts  of  it  are, 
entirely  open,  but  where  the  bars  go  it  is  entirely; 
dark  and  obfcure.  There  is  a  glorious  ray  of  ligh( 
at  times  that  Ihines  upon  every  grace  of  the  Spirit 
in  the  heart ;  but  there  is  an  inbred  corruption, 
like  the  wooden  bars  of  a  lattice,  which  fadly  in- 
tervepes  and  obfcures  the  light :  the  Jight  ihines- 
in  darknefs  (in  this  fenfe),  but  the  darknefs  coDjt' 
prebends  it  not,     Sometimes  we  arc  wonderfuliy 
indulged  with  the  light  of  his  countenance,  which « 
fills  us  with  joy  andgladnefs ;  but  thefe  are  fure  ta; 
be  followed  with  defertions,  ^*  He  hideth  his  face, 
and  then  whq  can  behpld  him  ?"    He  keeps  back 
the  face  of  his  throne,  and  fpreads  hi?  ploud  uppn- 
it :  when  he  Ihines,  grace  flows  o^t ;  whpn  he  i^ 
hid,  corruptions  ftruggle  hard.     Through  fei§ 
lattice- work  he  ih^ws  himfelf;    for  when  the- 
bridegroom  vifits  us  what  a  heavenly  banquet  ^ 
dpth  the  foul  enjoy  !   But  when  the  bridegroom 
is  taken  away,  then  we  faft  in  thofe  days;  for  the; 
phildren  of  the  Ijride-chamber  cannot  faft  while* 
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the  bridegroom  is  with  them.  The  Lord's  ah-, 
fence  and  the  ftirrings  of  oar  corruptions  iharpen 
our  appetite,  and  the  Lord's  viitts  and  revivals  of 
his  woilc  afford  us  infinite  fulnefs  and  fatisfac- 
tibn.  Thus  by  degrees  does  the  Lord  difcover 
himfelf,  and  by  flow  advances  approach  the  hearts 
of  the  darlings  of  his  foul,  when  he  cpmes  to  call 
out  the  ftrong  man  armed,  and  to  afTume  the 
thtone  of  our  affe Aions.  Hence  it  appears,  alfo, 
that  convictions  by  the  law,  and  divine  life  by  the 
Spirit,  together  with  fore  temptations,  are  fent  to 
debafe  and  humble  us,  to  foften  and  meeken  us, 
to  mortify  and  empty  us,  that  the  kingdom  of 
God  may  be  much  longed  for,  fought  ^fter,  and 
fenfibly  needed ;  for  "  whofoever  fhall  not  receive 
the  kingdom  of  God  as  a  little  child  fhall  in  nq 
w/fe  enter  therein." 

The  kingdom  of  God  ftands  in  power,  in  rights 
eoufnefs,  peace,  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghoft.  This 
power  dethrones  Satan,  mars  the  reign  of  fin, 
and  delivers  us  from  the  fear  of  death ;  righteouf- 
nefs  juflifies  us  from  all  fins,  all  things,  and  all 
charges ;  peace  is  the  bleffed  effe^l  of  pardon, 
and  a  fure  pledge  of  favour  and  friendfhip  with 
God ;  joy  fprings  from  a  fenfe  of  divine  love  and 
a  hope  of  future  glory :  and  it  Vunder  the  influ- 
ence of  the  Holy  Spirit  that  thefe  things  are  fecn, 
known,  felt,  and  enjoyed;  and  all  thefe  things 
bear  an  everlafl:ing  date.  In  the  King  of  Zion 
the   believer   finds   cverlafting  ftrength :   Jefus 
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brought  in  for  us  everlailing  righteouihefs^  he 
beftows  upon  us  everlailing  peace^  and  promifcs 
that  we  Ihali  return  to  Zion  with  evcrlafting  joy, 
and  that  grace  fliall  reign  to  everlafting  life^  and 
grace  is  nothing  lefs  than  everlafting  love. 

The  fcomer's  chair  is  the  higheft,  feat  in  Satarfs 
kingdom;  the  Saviour's  feet  the  higheft  feat 
in  Chrift's  kingdom:  the  proudeft  profeflbr  is 
the  greateft  man  in  Satan's  empire,  and  the  moft 
like  his  fovereign ;  and  he  that  humbles  himfelf 
like  a  little  child,  the  fame  is  greateft  in  the  king- 
dom of  God* 


THE    END. 
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A  ?EW  THOUGHTS  OS  THE 

ORIGIN    AND    BASIS 

OF 

GENUINE    FAITH. 


Jr  AiVH  is  a  perfuafion  in  the  mind  of  the  truth 
of  God,  whether  it  refpciSls  his  word  or  work?. 
*'  God  Ihall  perfuade  Japheth,  and  he  ihall  dwell 
in  the  tents  of  Shem/'  It  is  a  fruit  of  God*9 
Spirit. 

The  £iith  of  Ck)d*s  ele6l  ftands  in  the  mani- 
ieftations  of  God*s  holinefs,  truth,  and  juftice, 
attended  with  divine  light  and  the  power  of  God*s 
anger ;  fuch  an  one  **  is  convinced  of  all,  he  is 
judged  of  all:  and  thus  are  the  fecrets  of  his 
heart  made  manifefl ;  and  fo  falling  down  on  his 
face  he  will  worlhip  God,  and  report  that  God  is 
in  you  of  a  truth/*  1  G>r.  xiv.  24.  This  is  the 
man  that  God  debafes  and  humbles,  who  is 
wounded,  made  fore,  and  inwardly  fmarts  fo^ 
fin,  and  who  trembles  at  God's  word ;  to  fuch 
God  looks^  and  with  fuch  will  he  dwell. 

2.  Such 
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%  Such  a  foul  knows  and  £eek  himfelf  in  the 
hand  of  God,^  and^that  he  is  at  God's  difpofal, 
and  at  the  difpofal  of  no  others  and  what  God 
intends  to  do  with  him^  whether  to  fave  him  or 
delhfoyhinj,  whether  ta  make  a  public  exainple 
of  him  or  fhew  mercy  on  him,  he  knows  not ; 
but,  as  there  is  a  powerftal  and  perpetual  cry  in 
his  heart  for  mercy,  and  now  and  then  a  word  of 
encouragement-appKed  toOhkn/  there  is  aperad- 
venture  and  fome  expe6lation ;  and  the  finner  is 
^s  fenfible  of  the  power  that  holds  him,  and  that 
bears  him  up,  as  he  is  of  the  terrible  majefty  that 
makes  him  tremble.  His  faith,  from  firft  to  lafr, 
^^  flands  not  in  the  wifdpm  qf  meni  but  in  the 
power  of  God/'  1  Cor.  ii.  5; 

3,  When  the  Spirit  of •  God  produces  hope, 
anden6rgy'iri  prayer  increafes,  and  many  fcrip- 
tuj-es  def<?riptive  of  pur  cafe  are  prefented  to"  view, 
and  fome  ihort  intervals  of  godly  forrow  arc  felt, 
the  darts  of  Satan  lofe  their  force,  and  the  reflec- 
tions of  divine  anger  often  fubfide,  till  future  de- 
liverance through  Chrift  appears  no  lefs  at  times 
than  certain.  "'.Fear  not,"  fays  God,  "  I  will 
help  thee ;  yea,  I  will  uphold  thee  with  the  right 

.  hand  of  my  right'eoufnefs."  On  this  powerful 
arm  faith  refts.  "/Vyho  h^th  bplipved  our  report, 
and  to  whom  is  the  arm  of  the  Lord  revealed  ?^' 
Gk)d's  arm  and  faith  ip  the  report  go  together. 

4.  When  pardon  takes  place  faith  receives,  the 
a,toi)ement  of  Chrjff  aqd  glands  ipi  it,    '^  By  the 

blood 


(    59    )  . 

blood  of  tliy  covenant  I  fiave  fent  forth  thy  prl-t 
foners  out  of  the  pit  wherein  is.  np  water/*  Arid 
nothing  is  more  fure  than  this  jail  delivery :  *^  He 
that  believes  Ihall  receiye  the  fgrgivenffs  of  lins.'V 
God  purifies  the  heart  by  faith;  and  fuch  hold 
the  myftery  of  faith,  which  faith  ft^nd^  in  a  pure 
(donfcienpe.  1  Tim.  iii.  9. 

5.  Faith  ftands  in  the  biefling  of  God :  ^^  As 
jpany  as  are  of  faith  are  bleflfed  with  faithful 
Abraham/*  And  God^s  blefljng  on  Mount'2i6h 
is  life  for  evermore ;  ai>d  "  he  that  believeth  13 
pafled  from  death  untp  life  ;'*  yea,  ^*  he  that  be-^" 
jteveth  hath  everlafling  life.** 

6.  Faith  flands  in  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift 
imputed:  "  To  us  it  fhdl  be  imputed  if  we  be- 
lieve on  him  tliat  raifed  Chrift  froqi  the  dead/* 
Yea,  this  righteoufnefs  is  to  all  and  upon  all  that 
believe :  and  tl^e  finner  is  afl\ired  of  this.  **  Sure-* 
ly,  fhall  one  fay,  in  the  Lord  have  I  righteoofnefs 
find  ftrength/'    Ifa.  xlv.  24, 

7.  The  faith  of  God's  ele6l  ftands  in  the  wit- 
nefs  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  witneffing  our  adoption  : 
"  Ye  are  all  thp  children  of  God  by  faith  in 
Chrift  Jefus,^*  and  "  he  that  believeth  on  the  Son  of 
God  hath  the  witnefs  in  himfelf/'   1  John  v.  10. 

8.  The  faith  of  a  faint  ftands  and  triumphs  iti 
the  everlafting  love  of  God,  for  f^ith  works  by 
love ;  and  to  this  agrees  the  beloved  difciple : 
**  And  we  have  known  and  believed  the  love  that 
pod  hath  to  us,    God  i$  Jove ;  and  he  that  dwells 
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cth  in  love  dwclleth  in  God,  and  God.  ia  him/V 
1  John  iv.  16. 

^  9.  Faith  ftands  in  the  joy  of  the  Spirit  of  God, 
and  in  the. peace  that  Chrift  made  by  the  blood  of 
his  croft.   "  God  fills  us  with  joy  an^  peace  in  bc- 


ia' Faith  ftands  in  Chrift  Jefus  revealed  in, 
and  manifefted  to  the  fioul.  f ^  He  that  hath  my 
comipandments,  and  keepeth  them,  he  it  is  that, 
loveth  me ;  and  he  that  loveth  me  fliall  be  loved 
of  my  Father,  and  I  will  love  him,  and  will  ma- 
nlfeft  myfelf  to  him."  John  xiv.  21.  Tht  above 
commandments  are  his  word,  as  he  explains  it : 
"  If  a  man  love  rae,  he  will  keep  my  words :  and 
>my  Father  will  love  him,  and  we  will  come  unto 
him,  and  make  our  abode  with  him."  John  xiv. 
33-  Thus  faith  ftands  in  the  love  of  God  made 
known,  and  in  Jefus  Chrift  manifefted  to  the  foul. 
^'  That  Chrift  may  dwell  in  your  hearts  by  faith." 
Eph.  iii.  17. 

1 1 .  Faith  ftands  faft  in  the  filial  fear  of  God ; 
which, fear  is  peculiar  to  God's  children,  aiid 
which  hath  the  goodnefs  of  God  for  its  object: 
and  it  emboldens  the  believer  to  fly  to  God,  and 
to  expe6t  his  protedlion  in  every  time  of  trouble. 
"  In  the  fear  of  the  Lord  is  ftrong  confidence,  and 
his  children  fliall  have  a  place  of  refuge."  Prov. 
adv.  1 6.  Thefe  are  the  footfteps  of  genuine  faith, 
and  the  footfteps  of  the  flock ;  for  "  we  walk  by. 
faith  and  not  by  fight."  And  by  the  power  of  God 

is 
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il  the  believer  kept  through  faith  Unto  falv^tibn'. 
And  thefe  divine  bafes  on  whioh  faith  ftands  are 
more  firm  than  the  everlafting  hills.  ^ 

But  what  IS  that  poor  phantom  tvhich  pafles  fd 
current  for  faith  in  our  days  ?  Juft  nothing,  and 
worfe  than  nothing ;  for  it  is  a  ppwerfiil  delufioh 
of  the  devil,  which  a  juift  God  giye^^thc  enemies 
of  his  truth  up  to.  **  0od  Ihall'fend  them  ftrong 
delafious,  that  they  may  helieve  a  lie  and  be 
damned."  2Thefr.  ii.  11. 

This  faith  iri  a  lie  is  nothing  lefs  than  rafli  pre; 
fumption;  it  prefumcs.  upon  God,  and  lays  a 
claim  upon  him,  without  one  fcriptural  warrant 
to  venture  on.  And,,  in  the  general,  the  father  of 
lies  begets  this  faith  jn  the  minds  of  poor  finncrs 
under  the  alarming  miniftry  of  gracelefs  men^ 
who  are  minifters  of  the  letter,  or  of  the  bare 
word  of  God,  without  having  either  the  Spirit  or 
his  grace  in  them.  The  fentence  of  death  and  of 
condemnation,  which  are  in  the  preacher,  is  com- 
municated to  fuch  a  hearer.  "  The  letter  killeth*^ 

The  finner  being  by  nature  a  child  of  wrath, 
and  naturally  in  bondage  to  the  fear  of  death, 
and  the  curfe  of  God  being  habitually  in  the  ta- 
bernacle of  the  wicked,  thefe  are  all  ftirred  up, 
and  natural  confcience  is  terrified,  while  the  devil 
fpfeads  difmal  glooms  and  horrors  on  the  mind, 
with  which  he  bewilders  and  diftra6Vs  the  poor 
wretch;  thefe  pafs  for  convidlions,  and  are  juft 
fuch  as  Ahab  had  when  Elijah  met  him,  and  as 

Saul 


$aui  had  when  be  fell  on  the  ground  before  tte 
devil  in  Samuel's  mantle :  for  with  thefe  convic- 
tions there  is  no  fpirit  of  life  to  quicken  the  foul ; 
^o  true  light  ihiniiig  into  the  heart  to  difcever 
the  defperatc  d^ceitfiilliefs  of  it;  no  fpirit  of  fup- 
plication  tb  fet  the  finner  to  crj4ng  day  and  night 
unto  God ;  no  hunger  and  thirft  after  rightequf^, 
nefs,  after  the  bread  of  life,,  or  after  the  livhag 
God.  A  finner  utider  fuch.  cOnvidlions  may  be 
known  by  the  following  remarks : 

1.  He  feeds  upon  the  vanities  of  this  world  iii 
the  midil  of  all  his  infernal  terrors,  and  hates  the 
light  and  truth  under  all  his  horrors.  *^  They 
have  nqt  cried  unto  me  with  their  heart,  when 
they  howled  upon  their  beds:,  they  affemble 
themfelves  for  corn  and  wine^  and  they  rebel 
againft  me.  Though  I  have  bound  and  ftrength- 
ened  their  amis,  yet  do  they  imagine  mifchief 
againft  me.  They  return,  but  not  to  the  Moft 
High  :  they  are  like  a  deceitful  bow.'*  Hofea  vii. 
14,  15. 

2.  It  may  eafily  be  feen  that,  as  there  is  no 
fpirit  6f  fupplication  or  crying  to  God,  neither  is 
there  any  thirft  after  him ;  they  return,  but  not 
to  the  Moft  High  ;  as  Saul  did;  he  retumed,  but 
it  was  to  one  of  the  witches  that  he  had  formerly 
expelled,  not  to  God  :  and  fo  Judas,  he  re- 
turned, but  it  was  to  the  priefts,  to  whom  he  con- 
fefled  his  fin ;  but  not  to  God,  nor  yet  to  the 
mafter  whom  he  had  betrayed.         .-.    • 

4  3.  Such 
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^  3^  Such  ibuls jiiay  be  known  by  their  pride; 
Siov  th^y.^e  n^rer  iiUed  with  that  felfloathing 
\yluQ]|i  '^  {0ul  fqefe  that  i^' quickened  by  the  Spirit 
ofrGod;  ithere  ia  the  l^v^n  gf  legal  pri<Je  work- 
ing in  them  under  ^11  their  conviftione,  and  they 
fet  themfclves  up  as  men  of  wonderful  e?cperience^ 
though  they  axe  without  hope^  axvl  without  that 
experience  that  workfeth  hppe.  **  Whei^?  Is  boaftr 
ing  then?  It. is  excluded..  .By  what  law?  O^ 
wQi?k$?"  Nay,  it  is  never  .ejcciuded  by  legal  terrors* 
KocQi  iiJL  27: 

4.  jSuoh  a  iinncr  .hoWi  faft  free-woij  an4  felf- 
rightebufnefs  uridqr  all  his  convk^on^.  I  pqc^ 
Jcnew  a  preacher  who  often  fell  into  thefe  legal 
convJi^oiiS,  till  he  was  like  a  wild  bull  in  a  net ; 
but  every  time  he  caipe  out  he  preached  free-will, 
felf-righleoufnefs,  and  uniMerfal  redemption,  and 
was  looked  upon  as  a  man  wonderfully  taught  of 
Crod  ;  but  it  was  by,  tbs  god  of  this  world.  I 
once  jM^ached  for  him  at.  Sheffield  in  Yorkfliire, 
and  difputed  with  him  afterwards  till  midnight, 
and  began  with  him  the  next  morning  and  con-p 
tinned  at  it  till  noon,  and  ftopped  his  mouth, 
biit  could  not  flrip  him  of  his  fpider  s  web.  The 
laii:  time  that  I  inquired  about  him  I  was  inform* 
ed  that  he  had  left  off  preaching  for  fume  time, 
and  was  confined  and  mad;  which  was  what  I 
had  long  expe<Sed.  "  They  hold  faft  deceit,  they 
refufe  to  return."   Jer.  viii.  5. 

5.  Nor  do  fouls  under,  fuch  convidtions  as  thefe 
.     .  cleave 


cleave  to  thcxhiWrenofOod,  iior  to  mini^eBi  of 
the  Spirit,  but  to  therh  of  <hle  tetter  :  a^  the  prch- 
^igal  fon  did  under  fob  fegil  terrors :  ^ht  joined 
himjfelf  to  a  fcifiiien  of  tt»t  country ;"  not  ^f  the 
lieaverfjr  country,  l)ut  of  this ;  not  to  ft  dtiaeu  of 
Mount  Zion,  but  *o  a  citizen  of  **  Jerufalem  that 
now  is,  and  IS  m  bondage  with  all  her  childreai :" 
and  he  tried  hard  to  fill  his  bdtly  with  hxi&s,  and 
would  have  done  it  i^  the  Spirit  of  life  had  not 
entered  into  bir»;  but  as  foon  as  he  was  qui^en- 
cd  he  felt  a  mighty  famine,  then  he  left  his  huflcs 
and  cried  ^r  bread;  *^  This  my  fon  was  dead;'*  and 
while  dead  he  cleaved  to  4he  fwine.  Bat  he  "  it 
alive  again  -/*  and  thi&  life  gave  him  his  {ippetate^ 
his  cry,  and 'his  motion  toward^  God ;  and  the 
food  that  fed  his  foul  was  Chrift  crucified,  im- 
puted rigHteoiifnefs,  the  ^verlafting  love  of  God^ 
and  pardon  and  peace  foy  faith  in  the  blood  of 
the  Lamb ;  all  of  which  art  mieant-by  the  fatted 
calf,  the  beft  robe j  the- ring,  and  the  ihoes;  and 
every  foul  that  feeds  not  upon  thefe  is  as  fure  t^ 
perifli  as  he  is  bom.  Now  let  us  fee.  th«  con-, 
vcrfion  of  this  modern  profeflbr. 

He  attends  the  minifter  of  the  letter  under 
whom  he  got  his  wound ;  and  by  and  by  Ae  fame 
infeniibility,  prefumption,  falfe-confidence,  blind 
«eal,  and  deceitful  hopes,  which  poileft  the 
preacher^  are  communicated  and  ap|died  by  the 
devil  to  this  convicted  finner,  and  out  he  comes 
^  into  liberty,  as  be^^alls  it*    This  is  .hia4:oavi6tiony 
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and  this  IS  called  a  feal  of  fuch  a  man'^s  miniftry ; 
like  prieft,  like  people  ;  he  hears  the  word,  and 
anon  with  joy  receives  it ;  yet  hath  he  no  root  in 
himfejf. 

Now  he  CQpapares  himfelf,  not  with  the  word 
of  God,  nor  with  the  experience  of  the  children 
of  Goid,  nor  with  the  minifters  of  the  Spirit,  but 
with  thofe  to  whom  Satan  fends  him,  thofe  of  his 
own  caft.  '^  For  we  d^re  not  make  ourfelves  of 
the  number,  or  compare  ourfelves  with  fome  that 
commend  themfelves :  but  they,  meafuring  them- 
lelves  by  themfelves,  and  comparing  themfelves 
among  themfelves,  are  not  wife."  Then  they  are 
fools.   2Cor.  X.  12. 

•  2.  He  now  makes  his  converfion  known  to  the 
prcaeher ;  and  others  in  the  fame  delufion  give 
their  judgment  of  the  work,  and  conclude  it  to 
be  a  real  work  of  grace ;  and  the  .poor  deluded 
mortal  believes  it  and  i^  eftabliflied  in  it ;  and 
thus  hi»  faith  ftands  in  the  wifdom  of  man,  but 
hot  in  the  power  of  God* 

3.  He  often  finds  his  paffions  moved  by  ora- 
tory ;  for  he  is  very  fond  of  an  orator,  and  he 
drops  a  few  tears ;  this  is  called  a  watering  time 
^ith  him,  and  it  palfes  for  godly  forrow.  At 
orther  times  his'  fancy  is  tickled,  and  he  laughs 
and  rejoices :  this  pafles  for  the  joy  of  the  Lord ; 
but  God  gives  it  another  name.  "  The  joy  of 
the  hypocrite  is  but  for  a  moment."  Job  xx.  5. 
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"  As  the  crackling  of  thoms  under  a  pot,  fo  is  the 
laughter  of  fools."  Eccl.  vii.  6. 

4.  He  goes  and  tries  himfelf  and  his  ftate  un- 
der other  minifters  of  the  fame  caft  (for  there  are 
but  very  few  others  in  our  days),  and  he  hears 
different  definitions  of  faith,  and  rather  excels  in 
confidence  the  defcriptions  that  are  given  :  this 
wonderfully  eftablifhes  hira.  '^  In  the  multitude 
of  counfellors  there  is  fafety."  Thus  one  builds 
up  a  wall,  and  the  other  daubs  it  with  untemper- 
cd  morter ;  and  there  it  will  ftand  till  the  ftorm& 
of  divine  vengeance  rend  it,  and  then  it  will 
be  no  more,  neittier  them  that  daubed  it.  £zek* 
xiii, 

5.  In  order  to  make  this  deception  complete, 
the  devil  ceafes  to  ftir  up  the  concupifcence  of  the 
finner's  heart,  and  doth  not  roll  him  in  unclean- 

.  nefs  as  heretofore ;  that  he  may  fee  that  there  are 
fome  fruits  without,  as  well  as  joys  within ;  this 
feeds  his  pride  not  a  little.  Thus  the  unclean 
fpirit  goes  out  of  the  man,  and  the  houfe  is  empty, 
fwept  and  garnifhed. 

6.  Now  and  then  poor  confcience  will  ftrug- 
gle  and  move  her  pulfe,  as  if  fomething  elfe  was 
wanting,  and  fome  doubts  will  rife  up.  He  makes 
this  known  to  fuch  as  the  devil  fends  him  to,  and 
they  tell  him  it  is  the  motions  of  the  old  man, 
and  Satan's  devices,  and  cr}^.  Peace,  Peace  ;  this 
fettles  him  for  the  prefent,  and  thus  he  receives 
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the  witnefs  of  men,  but  not  the  witnefs  of  God, 
which  is  greater.   1  John  v.  Q* 

7-  Sometimes  fuch  an  hypocrite  is  brought  by 
curiofity  to  hear  a  minifter  of  the  Lord-,  and,  per- 
ceiving fomething  new,  he  is  wonderfully  ravifli- 
ed  with  the  novelty,  and  new  joys  feem  to  fpring 
up :  he  takes  fomc  of  the  new  cloth  to  patch  his 
old  garment  with,  but  parts  with  nothing  of  the 
old  :  the  more  he  hears  the  more  his  head  is  fur- 
nifhed,  and  he  is  ready  to  pluck  out  his  own  eyes 
to  give  to  the  preacher ;  but  by  and  by  he  hears 
him  defcribe  a  genuine  work  of  grace,  and  con- 
fcience  feconds  the  motion,  and  his  heart-ftrings 
begin  to  give  way,  and  then  off  he  goes  to  one 
who  cries,  Peace,  Peace :  and  after  this  he  be- 
comes a  moft  defperate  enemy  both  to  the  preach- 
er and  his  dodlrine,  for  fuch  cannot  endure  found 
do6lrine.  Thus  the  Jews  rejoiced  in  John's  light 
for  a  feafon,  and  then  changed  their  minds,  and 
faid  hcvhad  a  devil. 

8.  This  fort  of  profeflbrs  are  to  be  known  by  a 
multitude  of  words ;  for  they  are  more  fwift  to 
fpeak  than  they  are  to  hear.  This  brings  many 
eyes  upon  them,  and  they  are  looked  up  to  as 
faints  of  no  common  magnitude  :  this  leads  their 
minds  much  to  think  and  ftudy  to  get  fomething 
to  fay  ;  and  the  more  he  talks  the  better  figure  he 
cuts  in  talking  ;  and  now  he  is  wonderfully  elated 
with  his  gifts ;  reproving,  exhorting,  and  praying 
in  company,  becomes  his  element,  and  this  in- 
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CFeafe$i)Qlii  his  piide  and  his  prcfiunptim^  He 
has  got  the  gift  of  prophecy,  and  in  his  own  con- 
ceit mudorftands  all  myflories,  and  all  knowledge, 
mid  a  6ith  ftrong  enough  to  remove  mountains, 
and  yet  is  nothing  but  founding  brafs  or  a  tink* 
iing  cymbaL  1  Cor.  xLii.  1,2. 

'9u  He  fonflietimes  naeets  with  an  honeft  foul 
who  fees  through  himj  and  fpeaks  to  him,  and 
who  tells  hkn  his^ubts  of  him,  and  (hews  him 
his  Ante:  tbi^  mortifies  his  pride  and  injures  his 
cotafequence;  he  ftorras  fadly  at  this. '  *^  A  wife 
man  feareth  aijd.  departeth  from  evil,  but  the  foOl 
rageth  and  is  confident."  Pro  v.  xiv.  l6. 

10.  If  the  lip  of  truth  hath  damped  his  joys, 
he  calls  together  a  company  of  them  of  the  like 
occup^ioDj  and  a(ks  them ;  one  tells  him  he  has 
beea  much  edified  by  him,  another  has  been  re- 
claiiied,  the  bowels  of  another  have  been  refrelh- 
cd,  and  another  eflablilhed ;  and  thus  he  is  com* 
paffed  about  with  a  whole  cloud  of  witneffes,  anjj 
he  believes  them  all^  and  no  wonder  :  "For  the 
fimple  (or  fool)  beliewth  every  word ;  but  the 
prudent  man  looketh  well  to  his  going."  Prov. 
*iv*  15.  *  * 

This  is  the  modem  faith  of  the  day,  and  it 
paiTes  as  current  among  us  as  Birmingham  half- 
pence do.  And  I  believe  that  there  are  many 
congregations  in  this  country  that  have  not  one 
grain  of  any  other  faith  than  this  among  them  ; 
and  fure  I  am  that  the  devil  is  the  author  of  it, 
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and  the  wrath  of  God  will  be  the  finiflier  of  it ; 
for  whenever  the  unclean  fpirit  returns  to  his 
houfe  with  feven  fpirits  more  wicked  than  hinv- 
felf;  or  whenever  perfecution  and  tribulation 
come  on,  or  the  fiery  trial  to  confume  this  hay, 
ftraw,  and  ftubble ;  then,  like  Alexander  the  cop- 
perfmith,  Demas,  or  Judas,  down  they  go;  and 
no  wonder,  for  they  never  flood  upon  thf?  founda^ 
tion  that  God  hath  laid  in  Zion. 


THE    END. 
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LETTERS. 


To  S*  S* 


Dear  Sir, 

Y  OUR  miniftry  having  ftripped  me  of  all 
myfalfcjoys  and  falfe  confidence,  and  of  all  my 
falfe  nations,  and  undeceived  me,  and  brought 
me  down  to  an  acquaintance  with  the  plague  of 
my  own  heart,  to  a  fenfe  of  guilt  and  of  the  anger 
of  God  revealed  in  a  broken  law,  and  caufed  me 
to  fly,  trembling,  fix)m  the  wrath  to  come,  has 
alfo  been  bleflfed  to  me  in  raifing  me  to,  and 
often  encouraging  my  foul  in  hope  ;  and  many 
a  word  of  fupport  and  encouragement,  attended 
with  light  and  information,  has  been  fent  by  God 
to  me,  when  ready  to  faint,  from  your  mouth ; 
and,  I  think,  1  may  call  your  miniftry  the 
ftrength  of  my  heart.  My  trouble,  and  thefe 
bteflings  communicated,  have  efFcAually  taught 
me  both  to  prove  and  highly  to  prize  a  paftor  after 
God's  own  heart ;  having  found  you  as  fuch  un- 
der God,  and  the  beft  frichd  to  me  in  all  this  finful, 
miferable  world*     Numberlefs  are  the  bleffingg 
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which  I  have  received  in  the  courfe  of  three  or 
four  years  labour  and  travail.  But  under  a  fermon 
you  preachedthe  30th  of  June  laft,  from  Ifa.liv.  1, 
I  almoffc  thought  my  bonds  would  have  burfted, 
but  there  was  not  fufficient  ftrength  to  bring 
forth  ;  and,  although  fooji  after  I  loft  the  fenfe  of 
it,  yet  it  was  fuch  an  efFecftual  blow  to  Satan  and 
my  unbelief,  that  they  have  not  entirely  recovered 
it  fincc.  Laft  Sunday  morning's  difcourfe  was 
ftrengthening,  encouraging,  and  informing;  and 
fent  of  God  to  me  I  believe  it  was.  The  two 
Sundays,  before,  being  wet  and  dirty,  ^nd  having 
fome  miles  to  drag^  a  curnberfome  carcafe-  apd  a 
burdened  teart,  it  made  rpe  fret ;  and  Satan  is 
neither  backward  nor  awkward  at  Jtieljping  forward 
fuch  calamities ;  his  advice  was,  to  have  no  more 
of  this.    I  thought  if  the  next  Sunday  was  fo  I 

"would  not  come,  bat  would  go  and  hear  •* , 

who  is  found  in  the  letter,  and  make  myfclf  as 
comfortable  as  I  could.  But  in  the  courfe  of  the 
week  I  found  fome  nearnefs  to  God,  and  a  lieart 
to  jpray;  and  prayed  him  to  fend  fair  weather  for 
my  journey,  a  blcfling  at  his  houfe,  and  to  let  it 
be  a  fign  betwixt  himfelf  and  me.  The  morning 
was  fine,  which  encouraged  me;  and  you  preach- 
ed from  2  Cor.  i.  24.  I  will  not  trouble  you  with 
the  particulars ;  but  God  furnilhed  you  with  that 
fubjedl  for  me,  I  believe,  among  the  reft:.  It  was 
the  ftrengthening  and  encouragijng  voice  of  a 
good  God  to  my  troubled,  fearing,  ^d  defpond- 

ing 
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ing  h§arty  by  the  moyth  of  his  fervant,*  I  do  be- 
li^ve,  and  a  word  in  due  feafon  it  was.  Bui  bcr 
fore  I  got  .home  I  loft  it  all  in  company  with  the 
deviJ,  and  funk  in  defpcwidency  up  to  my  neck; 
and,  although  forae  fecret-  power  and  good  han4 
has  hitherto  held  nay  head  abqve,  yet  I  fear  that 
I  fhall,  ^after  all,  be  left  to  link*  I  am  prefled  ia 
fpirit,  and  fenfibly  purfued  by  the  avenger  of 
bIpod.  O  that  I  may  get  into  the  city  of  refuge 
before  overtaken !  I  know  that  Jefus  Chrift  is 
hear  to  fly  unto,  being  near  to  all  that  call  upon 
him.  O  that  I  waS  but  fafe  there^  that  my  fou^ 
.raay.live !  But  fearing  I  (hall  fail  and  Qortm  ihort, 
fearing  I  ihall  die  an  incurable  with  the  plague 
ojf  leprofy,  I  am  full  of  toffings  to  and  fro.  But 
excufe  my  intrufion,  fir ;  to  make  one  reqiiieft  is 
the  caufe  of  thefe  fqribbled  odds  and  ends  appear* 
ing  to.  you. 

You  know,  fir,  the  world  is  ftufied  with  for- 
gers of  lies,  foul-ftarvexs,  and  phyficians  of  no 
value;  and  how  applicable  the  words  of  the 
Lord  Jefus  are  to  our  flate,  that-  faithful  labour- 
ers are  few  ;  that  there  are  many  in  obfcurity  that 
cannot  get  to  hear  you,  and,  according  to  your 
late  prophecies,  we  may  fay,  "  Wo  unto  us,  foy 
the  day  goeth  away,  &c."  That  you  have  oftea 
lately  founded*  an  alarm  about  your  own  depar- 
ture, and  it  fecms  there  is  to  be  no  fuccecding 
•  Eliflias;  may  I  therefore,  dear  fir,  folicit  to  fee 
the  two  fermons  on  True  and  Falfe  Faith  in  print, 
.-,6  if 


(    74    ) 

If  it  meet  your  approbation,  and  you  have  time  ; 
that  you*  may  preach  once  more  to  iis  in  the 
country,  as  well  as  to  your  charge  in  town ;  and 
when  it  pleafes  God  to  take  you,  you  may,  being 
dead,  yet  fpeak,  and  have  a  voice  in  the  world 
till  it  is  burnt  up.  Much  gofpel  and  many 
preachers  of  it,  to  be  fure,  there  are,  and  it  is  in 
and  all  roilnd  our  parifti ;  but  it  is  not  that  which 
is  the  power  of  God  to  falvatioti.  Hulks  aYid  dry 
breafts  can  afford  no  entertainment  to  the  hungry 
and  thirfty :  this  you  well  know,  fir,  and  I  have 
experienced  the  difappointment. 

Thus,  reverend  fir,  have  I  made  known  the 
defire  of  my  heart  concerning  publifhing  your 
fermon,  in  fimplicity ;  but  withal  leaving  it  to 
your  fuperior  judgment  and  perfedl  knowledge  of 
all  thefe  things.  I  believe  I  have  a  place  in  your 
heart,  and  that  you  are  a  real  friend,  which  has 
emboldened  me  to  prefume  to  make  this  requeft. 
In  complying  with  which,  if  you  can,  take  pity 
on  us  that  are  ftationcd  at  a  diftance,  and  help 
us  who  defire  at  leafl:  an  intereft  in  your  prayers. 
And  that  God  may  blefs  you  in  body  and  foul, 
and  continue  you  with  us,  muft,  while  there  is 
life  in  my  foul,  be  the  prayer  of 

Q.  IN  THE  CORNER. 

Feb.  8,  1800. 
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To  Q.  ;;/  the  Corner. 


Sir, 


Youk  unexpefted  tidings  have  afforded 
me  fome  encouragemeat  in  the  good  work  in 
which  I  have  been  long  engaged.  You  have  not 
been  fufFered  to  deal  with  me  as  too  many  have 
done  who  have  been  long  fuckled,  dandled,  Twad- 
dled, and  adorned  with  all  the  external  ornaments 
and  embellilhments  that  appertain  to  a  form  of 
godliriefs  deftitute  of  the  power.  I  have  long 
thought  that  the  unclean  fpirit  going  out  of  a 
man,  and  the  devil  leaving  that  man  under  a  mi- 
niftcr  of  the  letter,  in  order  for  him  to  fweep  and 
gamifh  his  houfe  with  feigned  faith,  falfe  hopes^ 
diifembled  love,  natural  joys,  head  notions,  blind 
jzeal,  fpeculative  knowledge,  falfe  light,  gifts  of 
fpeech  in  prayer,  in  exhorting,  or  in  preaching, 
is  the  very  quintefcence  of  infernal  deception,  or 
the  mafterpiece  of  devils ;  it  is  foreftalling  the 
Saviour's  market,  counterfeiting,  and  at  the  fame 
time  counteradling,  the  work  of  the  Holy  Ghoft. 
No  fmall  number  of  this  fort  (which' I  call  the 
worft  of  all  materials)  have  come  under  me ;  and 
wonderfully  enamoured  and  ravifhed  they  have 
been  with  the  novelty  of  the  dodhdne;  but;, 
7  alas ! 
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alas  !  the  new  wine  was  piit  into  the  old  bottle, 
the  new  cloth  was  put  upon  the  old  garment,  and 
the  precious  feed  was  received  into  flony  ground. 
The  wine  in  fuch  a  veflcl  cannot  keep ;  nor  can 
fuch  a  robe  of  divers  colours,  a  linfy-woolfy 
garment,  be  fit  for  the  Lamb's  wife ;  no  more  can 
the  precious  feed  take  root  in  fuch ,  a  foil.  And 
Ibis  I  have  often  fefch;  fot  when  once  ttte  glce»of 
jiOvelty  begins  to  wither,,  and  poor  honeft  con-» 
i^ence  difturbs  thera  with  the  return  of  his  fits, 
then  the  old  compofing  draughts  become  needful^ 
ai?d,  as  fure  as  ever  one  appears:  in  public  that 
walks  in  the  light  of  his  own  fire  and  in  the 
fparks  that  he  hath  kindled;,  pff  he  goes  tq  hi^ 
awa  vomit  again;  and  I  believe  tfeat  fuch  retura 
90  more,  nor  do  they  take  hold  of  the  ^patj^  o^ 

'  But  you  inform  me  that  the  Lord  hath  ilripped 
you.  Iknow'that  he  will  take  away,  the  filthy; 
garments  of  all  thofe  that  he  clothes  with  change 
q^  raiment ;  aind  I  believe  lh;it  Stripping  the  limiec 
is  the  hardfeil  work,  and  in  the  gener^-  a  work  c£ 
time;  ior^.a^  fure  as  ihe  Lord  finds  V  time  to 
rcr>d>  fQ.fure  the  Ijnner  finds  jx  tiiue  to  few.  ]£cck 
iii.  7-.  '•  The  Lord  breaks  down,  and  he  buildsj 
up."  Eccl.  iii.  3.  3ut  when  this  working  a^rm  i& 
dlellrpyed  the  wQr:k  is  as  gopd  fts  done ;  for"  he  giv-r 
ftl^  .p9wer  to  tb?  fsrint;,  an^  tc;:  them  that  l^aw  na 
|3jijght  he  increpfjthjfif  ej;ig^h ;/'  and  it  ia  tiiu^,\j:i;^d- 
Iji; ^ot  the  fplf-rightedu3,  that ]}t  wii]  JH^Hfy-       J 

^.:.:^  '  '        ^'   ' '    '      K 
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If  thlrie. account  oF  ftripping  and  tindedeiving 
DC  genuine,  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  glory  being 
revealed,  for  that  hiuft  follow.     Befides,  the  door 
of  hope  hath  been  difplayed  already,  and  thou 
Waft  almoft  within  it ;   and  where  the  fpirit  of 
^  fupplicutibh  khocks  the  door  muft  Open.  We  arc 
not  to  labour  vk  vain,   nor  td  bring  forth  for 
trouble.     If  divine  life  caufes  the  labour,  divine 
love  will  effect  the  delivery.     God  will  not  caufe 
tb  labou^i  and  not  caufe  to  bring  forth  ;  nor  will 
he  bring  to  thfe  birth,  and  then  fhiit  the  wonib- 
The  Spirit  ihall  opeii  the  promife  and  bring  forth 
the  bteffing,  and  he  will  open  thine  hfeart  to  re- 
ceive it  in  the  love  of  it.     It  is  love  that  com- 
pleteis  the  new  birth,   and  even  this  attends  the 
^Spirit  of  life  when  the  foul  is  quickened.    What 
is  God^^s  rod,  but  the  effedl  of  his  love  ?  And  what 
is  the  dcfire  of  a  man,   but  his  kindnefs  ?    And 
what  is  firfokirig  flax^  but  the  fire  of  lOvc  iji  the 
afhes  ?  And  who  love  the  Lord  ?  only  them  that 
hate  evil,  and  loathe  themfelVes  in  their  own  fight 
bn  the  account  of  it.   When  the  Spirit  enters  into 
ihe  heart  all  thefe  attend  him,  whether  we  know 
it-  ^hd  feel  it  or  not :  take  it  all  in  one  verfe,  *^  As 
foon  as  Zibn  travailed  Ihe  brought  forth  her  chil- 
dren." I  could  not  comply  with  your  requeft  fully 
ifor  want  of  time;  befides,  my  times  of  exercifc  come 
bn  fo  faft  that  I  am  obliged  to  drive  old  things  out 
to  make  room  for  new :  but  I  have  put  down  the 
heads^  which  I  think  is  fufficient;   for,  as  you 

G  have 
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iavc  been  for  fomc  lime  inftniAed  and  lHt)Uglit 
forth  to  aft  the  part  of  a  hypocrite  in  Zion,  you 
know  more  of  fidfe  faith  estperimentaUy  thail  I  do, 
and  are  better  qualified  to  enlarge  mpon  it ;  and 
36  for  real  faith,  you  will  be  brought  to  try  the 
evidences  of  that  as  the  Spirit  leads  you  on  r  fot 
the  footfteps  of  the  flock^  wfiich  go  up  from  the 
^vaflling,  or  which  felloe  the  Lord  in  flie  regene^ 
ration,  go  from  the  experience  efoine  truth  to  an^- 
other,  till  they  grow  up  into  the  covenant  Head^ 
who  is  truth  iffelf,  md  ihp  (wmtitm  of  trutk :  this 
is  the  centre  where  we  arc  ali  to  meet  in  the  unity 
of  the  faith,  Wilhing  your  prcffeacc  in  tkife  fo-^ 
kmn  aifembly,  I  fubfcribe  x^yfelf. 

Yours  to  fcrve, 

JLOVE  IN  A  MISX 


THE 


EXPECTATION  OF  THiE  CREATtJRE, 

Anb  ITS 
CERTAIN  DELIVE&AKCE. 


^dr  the  earnej  eicpeSiation  tf  the  ireatun  Waitethfor 
the  mamfeftation  of  the/ons  of  God.  For  the  crea-- 
ture  was  madafiibjed  to  vanity,  not  willingly,  but 
hy,  resfon  of  him  who  hath  fuhjeiled  the  fame  in 
hopei  becatife  the  creature  itfelf  alfo  JhaJl  he  de- 
livered from  the  bondage  of  corruption  into  the 
glorious  liberty  of  the  children  of  God.  Eonu  viii* 

1  Hft  apofllcj  in  the  beginning  of  this. chapter^ 
aflerts  that  there  is  no  condemnation,  tp  thenj  wlao 
are  intercfted  in  the  falvation  of  Chriii,  who  are 
led,  not  by  the  carnal  luij  of  the  flefh,  but  by  the 
love,  cofl)fort>  and  life-giving  power,  of  the  holy 
spirit  of  God :  verfe  1. 

The  rcafoji  afligned  for  this  is,  becaufc  the  kw 
Qf  faiths  which  is  written  on  the  mind  by  the  Spi- 
rit^  and  the  law  of  love  put  into  the  heart,  maJkc 
U3  &ee  irom  the  defiroying  power  gf  th«i  law  of 
.      *  G  ^  fin. 
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lin,  which  is  in  our  members;  and  from  the 
damning  power  of  the  law  of  death,  which  wa^ 
engraven  on  tables  of  libnd :  verfe  2. 

For,  as  the  law  could  neither  remove  guilt, 
deltroy  fin,  juftify  the  finner,  nor  give  life,  God 
fent  his  own  Son  in  our  nature,  that,  by  his  facri- 
jSce  for  fin,  our  fins,  being  imputed  to  him,  might 
'  be  condemned  in  his  flefh,  when  he  bote  our  fins 
in  his  own  body  on  the  tree,  and  by  his  blood 
put  away  our  fins :  verfe  3. 

Prom  the  firft  verfe  down  to  my  text  be  is  de- 
fcribing  a  child  of  God  in  diftinftion  from  them 
who  are  in  the  flefh,  and  who  are  carnally  mind- 
ed, in  enmity,  living  after  the  flelh,  and  deftitute 
af  the  Spirit  of  Qirift :  but  the  great  quefl:ion  is. 
Who  this  creature  is  which  is  in  fuch  eameft 
expectation  of  the  manifeftation  of  the  fons  of 
God  ?  Some  have  conceived  that  the  brute  crea- 
tion is  at  leafl:  included,  if  not  chiefly  intended; 
and  they  tejil  us  that  this  paflTage  **  is  a  large  field 
for  a  philofophic  mind."  So  Mr.  Toplady  con- 
ceived;  and  bifhop  Jewell,  I  have  been  inform-* 
ed,  hath  fometimes  plcafed  himfelf  with  the 
thoughts  of  feeing  aa  old  favourite  mare  of  his  in 
foihe  large  field,  in  the  milleniura,  when  this  won- 
derful manifefliation  Ihall  be  made ;  and  which 
they  found  upon  thefe  words — *^  for  we  know  that 
the  whole  creation  groaneth  and  trav^ileth  iri 
pain  together  until  how."  But  this  cannot  he 
(he  fenfeof'the  apoftle,  becaufe  Qo&s  Toice  inr 
4  -  ;  tb« 
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the  gofpel  ls.ixy;the  fotfe^of  .tn€tf,^j9i«l  feeafte?;  «w 
are  irrational  creatures  iGapable  of  hope,  isoafe* 
queiitly  uttccly  incapable  <)f  -aix;  eariusA.-  cxpc(> 
tation  of.  tMs  majiifeftation  of  thj&foi^  of:  God^ 
for  a  creature  can  iievcr  lexpedt  what  it  knows  nQ-» 
thing  about.'     .  . .    * :  ^ .  \  i     \ 
»  Nor  can  fallen  angtl«ibe  eithex  intewied  or  in^ 
eluded;  ^t there  ii  ao  mediator  in  their  riaturCj 
nor  offer  of  mercy  made  to  them,  and  of  courf^ 
there  k  for  thcm.no  placfe  of  re'|)ejttaQc^ ;  and,  as 
no  promifcjOf.  life  and  fah'ation  ifi  hejd  forth  t<> 
them,  there  can  be'no  ground  of  hope  for  it,  .asid 
therefore  no  :expe6tation  of  this-  mahifeftation  of 
the  fons  of  God  isi  *  or  can  be,  found  in  tlicm. 
'   Nor  arc  all  the  human  race  intended  by  this 
creatuFe,^  .for  there  are  thoufands  of  them  upon 
earth  who  are  without  God,  without  the  fcrip-* 
tures,  without  Chrift,  and.  haying  no  hopft  in  the. 
world.  ■  And  how  {hail  they  believe,  in  him  of 
tvhom  they  have  not  heard?,  and  how  Ihall  they 
hope  in  him  whom  they  have  not  known  ?  TherC; 
can  be  no  real  hope  or  expedlation  of  fuch  a  ma^. 
nifeftation,  where  the  Almighty  hath  made  na 
revelation  of  it 

•  No,  nor  ace  all  men  that  hear  the  gofpel  in- 
tended ;  for  the  gofpel  is  to  feme  "  ;a  favour  of 
death  unto  death,''  and  is  pi'eached  for  a  witnefa 
agaihfl  them.  And,  if  fuch  have  a  hope,  it  is 
only  "the  hope  of  the  hypocrite,-'  which  God  faysi 
|hall  periih.  Job  viii.  13,  .  So  that,  if  fuch  fi^-: 
'      !  G  g  ners 
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«^ffe  «m  id  ^fl^fttftion  <£  this  trantfeftetton  f& 
tlie'fiHiS'€)f  *^k>d^  4t  ifi  «iii  in  mn,  fbr  ihch  ^;v«tt 
hftve  n&  i^ft  in  k,  for  <^  the  4»peQation  of  llip 
lvidked<iha4(  p^ift.^  :lA»>v;  x.  Oft*  iNbrdo  ^tfaer 
^^k«d  «3ipe<9:  it,  lor  '«  the  i«{JeatttoH  of  ite 
wicked  is  wrath."  Pro  v.  xi*  23,  Whereas  the 
«s|ie^ation  (6f  thiacreatOBe)  ihali  nert  faexixt  ofi> 
fer  it  fiiall  be  delivcmd  £rom  &e  hMPCtdoge  of  C(»r<« 
ruption, 

Korean  it  lie  faid  of  all  who  aM  in  «  pm^ 
^!£ion,  no,  nor  of  viexy  few  of  /the%  daai:  tiiey 
are  in  eameil  expe&ation  of  this  numifi^tijtm  of 
ifae  fens  <^  God ;  too,  too  many  ^^  put  Fer  a^ajr 
the  evil  day  ^  ftwA  expe<&  not  a  ddixicranoe^  btft 
an  jevil  d^y,  inftead  of  a  deliverance  froQi  the 
iDKanlage  of  corruption.  The  fqolilh  vit^k^  who 
flqpt,  amd  the  hypocrites  in  Zion  who  werd 
afraid  and  fd^edwith  fbaifulnef^  were  in  no  eary 
neil  expe<$tation  of  this  rgkxrious  mani&ftatiaa. 

Some  are  inclined  to  think  tteut  the  <jr«nttlea 
excluding  the  Jews  is  this^-creature  who  is  in  this 
cameft  cxpeftation  ;  but  that  offanot  be,  bedanfe 
fhe  great  apoftle  includes  hintfeif  in  the  ciMitext, 
who  was  a  Jew.  *^  But  we  have  received  the 
Spirit  cf  ftdbption,  whereby  we  cry,  A.l*a,  Fa- 
tiher;  the  iSpirit  itfdf  beareA  witnefe  with  our 
^irit,  that  we  are  the  children  of  God  \  iwid,  if 
children,  then  beirs ;  lieirs  of  God,  ^d  joint 
heirs  witb  Ghrift :  if  fo  be  <hat  we  fuffer  with 
him,  Ifert  we  may  aifo  be  gloriilied  together.    !For 

I  reckon 
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f  t0fkoi^  tlurt  tthe  fu0enng9  Qf  thk  preftot  time^ 
a^e  c<»t  worthy  to  be  compared  with  /the  gloxy 
liy^^ah  fhaU  be  revegled  m  via.  For  the  tarncft 
«spe<ftfitiQn  of  the  creature  waitethfor  the  mami^ 
Icftations  of  tfec  fons  of  God.**  Veifcs  1* — 19. 
Hence  it  k  piain  &at  Paul  does  9ot  mean. the 
Gsa^tHts  xm\y  ixf  this  ereatui^  becaufe  hknfelf 
was  4  Jet^^  nor  doth  he  mean  the  Jeirs  only;  be^ 
caufe  he  Is  wridng  to  tiie  Gentiles* 

Once  more*  WlMjever  or  whatever  this  crea*- 
ture  may  be^  fure  I. am  that  three  things  muH  be 
{found  jm  it. .  Fii:fti  it  m\\&,  haf^e  a  promife  of 
4diveraf^ce  from  the  bo^ndage  of  corruption,  as  a 
^ground  for  its  hope,  and  a  ^vjuxant  for  his  expec^ 
tatioQ ; .  for  hope  ftands  o»  a  promife,  ^^  ^einem«- 
be^  thy  word  unto  thy  fervant,  upon  which  thou 
Imft  caiii&d  me  to  bope;^  hat  none  but  bdievec» 
are  ktk^  kxT  prooiiftu 

2«  This  creatune  cnu&  have  a  good  hope 
thnjugh  grace,  for  tbe  hope  of  unjuft  men  periih- 
-eth ;  ,  vbereas  t^ic  **  creatuie  fhaJi  !be  ddivcred 
from  the  bond^^ge  of  conniption  into  the  giorioils 
liberty  of  tbe  diilxhran  of  God  i"  hence  Ghrift 
nm&  be  in  this  creature  the  hope  of  glory,  be- 
caufe this  ci%iature  hath  hope  in  hk  death,  and 
"  fliall  be  delivered,*'  faith  my  text,  ftiierefore  be 
ibaU  not  be  difappointed  of  hi«  hope. 

Moreover,  the  expecS^^ation  of  this  eneatsre  is  a 
'grace  of  the  Spirit^  which  is  never  found  in  a 
wicked  man,  4»tthe  c<m^ary,  for  *^  the«cpcc- 
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tatidn  of  th6  wicked  is  wrath."  Prov.  x.  28.  xi.f% 
But  the  expeAation  of  this  "creatuiTC  is  of  God, 
and  he  is  one  that  fears  God— *^  Let  not  thino 
heart  envy  fihriers,  but  be  thou  in  the  fear  of  the 
Lord  all  the  day  long ;   for  furely  there  is  an  end. 
{a  reward],  and  thine  expectation  ihall  not  be 
cut  off."   Prov.  ?:xiii.  17,  18.    Hence  it  is  plain 
th^t  the  reward  of  this  creature  is  gloiy,  and 
his  expectation  fhall  not  be  cut  off;  for  he^^^  ihall 
be  delivered  from  the  bondage  of  corruption  into 
the; glorious  liberty  of  the  children  of  God.*' 
\    But  &ii\  the  great  queftiop  is,  who  this  crea- 
ture is  J    and  I  conclude  that  it  is  every  real  be- 
liever in  Chrift  Jefus ;    for  'f  if  any  man  be  iu 
Chrift   he  is  a  new  creature.'!     2  Cor.  v.   1%. 
.Whatever  hopes  or  expectations  may  be  found  in 
Others,    or   whatever   birth-privileges  they  may 
truft  in,  or  whatever  legal  .works  may  be  pct- 
forine4by  them,  it  will  all  at  laft  come  to  no- 
thing— ^^  For  in  Chrift  Jefus  neither  circumcilion 
avaijeth  any  thing,   nor  uncircumcifion^  but  a 
new  a-eature.!'  Gal.  v.  6.     Every  new  creature  in 
Chrift  Jefus  is  in  expectation  of  this  manifeftation 
qC  the  fons  of  God,  and  ihall  undoubtedly  be  de- 
livered from  the  bondage  of  corruption • 

Again,  this  creature  is  the  whole  body  of  Godts 
^lecft,  Jews.an4.Qentiles;    it  is  colle6lively  the 
Lord's  \vhole  myftical  body,  called  a  man,  "Hav- 
ing abolished  in  ^is  fleih  the  enmity, 'even  the 
.  law  of  comniandments  contained  in  ordinance* ; 

*'■•••   -''^    ■■.  .      "     .     '  •  for 
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fcjc  to  iiwkein  himfclf  of  tw^in  on<?  new  man,  fa 
inakin^  peace/'  £ph.  ii.  25.  This  new  man  i$ 
tlm  geueral  aflembly  and  church  of  the  firft- 
t>orpi,  cpnfifting  of  all .  the  eledt  of  Qod,  wjiioh 
are  one  fold  xinder  one  fliepherd ;  of ,  in  Chrift 
Jefus,  pnq  nevy^  man :  as  it  is  written,  "  And  h{f 
gave  fprne;  apoftles, .  8^c.  *  for  the  edifying  of  th$ 
body  pf  Ghrift;  till  w:e.a}l  come  in  the  unity  of 
the  faith,  and  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Son  of 
pod,  unto  ,a  perfeift  man,  unto  the  meafure  of 
the  fulnefe  pf  the  ftature  of  Chrift;*  Eph.  iy.  12, 
13,  14»  Here  the  whole  church  is  called  the 
body  of  Chrift,  many  new  creatures  or  members, 
but  only  one  new  man  or  body,  a  perfedl  man  in 
Chrift,  pr  Chrift's  myftical  body.  Now  ye  are 
the  body  of  Chf ift  coHedtively,  and  members  in 
particular. :  . 

f* .  The  earneft  expe6lation  of  this  creature 
waiteth,  9^c,"  That  which  exciteth  and  en- 
courageth  this  earnejft  expe<3:ation,  is  the  truth 
3nd  fi^itblulnefs  of  God  which  hath  prpmifed  this 
deliverance^  and  he  will  perform  it ;  the  death  of 
-Chrift,  ajfp,  which  hath  fecured  it,  and  made  it 
fure  to  ^11  ,the  feed ;  the  Spirit  of  God  is  an  earr 
neil  of  it,  he  has  revealed  it  to  us,  raifed  us  to 
hope  for  it<>  and  to  expe6l  it.  And  the  body  of 
lin  anddeatl^  which  burdens  us,  the  world  which 
hates  us,  the.  devil  \yho  buffets  us,  the  infirmities 
that  campafs  us  about,  bodily  afflidlions  which 
weigh  us  down,  Ihort-liyed  joys  and  long  defer- 
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tkns,  make  \is  long  to  be  und^^thed,  iadispm/i 
And  be.  wkh  Ciirift,  which  is  Jur  better.  ^  ;$br  vm 
know  that  if  our  eaithly:  ho^ih  4>f  this  ^tabe^^iadc^ 
were  <lifiblved>  we  have'  a  buildijig  eJF  God^  att 
h^ufe  not  flnade  with  haild^  eteri^alin  the  h^it-  . 
Vetts.  For  ifi  this  we -groan  ed*neilly,  de^ring-  to 
fee  clothed  upon  with  o«r  houfe  whi^fe  is  from 
heaven*"  a  Cor.  v.  1>  3.  tOirfe  groAn^s.  ar« 
parts  of  this  cpeature  in  n^  testt,  whkli  ^eamefiiy 
€xpe£lthe  manifeftation^^theibn^  df  God. 

But  wWt  is  tbis  manifeftatipn  of  fonfkip  ?  Are 
not  feelkvers  the  /^ons  of  God  [manifcftly  foj 
fey  faith  in  Chrift  Jefus  ?  Ye^  for  he  that  lielie^^es 
fcath  the  witnefs  iniiiinfejf,  and  that  wjtnefs  is 
Irue,  and  is  no  lie;  and  he4oth,  ^  the  fpirit  of 
adoption,  cry,  Abba,  Father,  in  all  believers^  an4 
where  this  witnefs  and  this  cry  is,  fonihip  is  mar 
fiifefted  thepc  already,  and  he  is  enabled  to  claini 
it,  though  the  poor  weakling  in  faith  and  babe  in 
^ace  may  nc^ ;  but  this  is  not  the  manifeflatioii 
meant  in  my  text,  for  this  manifeftation  of  fon^ 
fliip  is  more  or  lefe  in  all  believers  mow. 
'  The  manifeftation  of  this  fonfhip  is  foraething 
future,  femetbing  in  hope  and  expe<9:ation,  which 
is  always  fomething  to  oome ;  ^'  for  what  a  man 
•feeth  [himfelf  in  poffeffion  of]  why  doth  he  ye^ 
hope  for?*'  and  what  a  man  hath  already  got, 
why  doth  he  yet  expeA  ?  ^  Now  arc  we  ihc  fons 
of  God,*'  this  is  already  iiianifefted;  **  but  it 
doth  not  yet  appear  what -we  ihaH'be,"  this  is  yet 

to 
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to  COTfie;  ^'  but  Wf5  "know  that  wj>en  he  appear-: 
cth  we  {h^ll  be  like  him,  for  we  Ihall  fee  him  » 
he  is  ;'*  this  is  the  n)anif?ft*tion  that  this  creature* 
fc  ean>eftly  expr^ft^- 

When  Chrift  va^  in  tfee  world  he  was  viewed- 
and  eiiibtaccd  as  the  owly  begotten  Son  of  God 
by  hi$  own  cledl ;  but  the  world  viewed  him  as  a 
deceiver^  a  madman^  and  as  Bi^ls^ebub :  but  all 
this  dilhonbar  muft  be  wiped  away,*  to  the  cohv 
fufiou  of  his  foes  and  the  glory  of  bis  e^vn  ma-* 
jefty ;  and,  wiicn  Ais  is  done,  our  adoption  will 
appear  before  our  enemies  as  his  divine  fonfliip 
fliall  appear  before  his,  and  this  fliali  be  done 
when  we  ane  all  made  pcrfeft  in  one  God,  Fa- 
ther, Son,  and  Spirit ;  and  then  the  world  fliall 
fee,  and  believe  too,  as  devils  believe  and  trem- 
ble :  yea,  the  Arian,  Sabellian,  Socinian,  Atheift, 
Dcift,  Jew,  and  InfideI,forfo  it  is  written,  **  That 
they  all  nsiay  be  one ;  as  tl>ou.  Father,  art  in  me, 
and  I  in  thee,  that  they  alio  may  l)e  one  in  us  j 
that  the  world  may  believe  that  thou  haft  f<^t 
me."  John  xviL  2 1 .  When  this  end  arrives  diere 
will  be  no  shore  controverfy  about  the  myftery  of 
godlineis ;  Chrift  will  appear  the  juft  God  and 
the  Saviour  in  all  his  glorious  majefiy,  arid  the: 
fainte  in  all  their  glory;  devils  in  all  their  villany, 
and  Chrift's  enemies  in  all  their  confLilion,ihame, 
and  everlafting  contempt.  Chrift  told  the  Jews^ 
*^  When  jTR  have  lifted  up  tl)e  fon  of  man,  then 
ye  'fliail  know  J  aaa  4"  hiut  be  gave  tliem  not  an 
»     .  honeft 
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honcft  heart  to  confefs  it;  but  left  them  to  fin- 
with  open  eyes,  that  they  might  drown  themfelves 
in  the  great  tranfgreffion. 

Furthei-more,  As  Chrill  was,  fo  are  we  in  this 
world.  We  are  deemed  fools,  /mpoftoi-s,  mad- 
men, falfe  prophets,  deceivers,  the  filth  and  dff«' 
fcouring  of  the  earth,  ^nd  are  treated  accordingly ; 
but  our  fonfliip  fliall  be  as  fiilly  manifefled  to  the 
wicked,. in:  the  day  of  judgment,  as  it  is  to  us 
now,  ■  <«  All  that  fee  them  Ihall  acknowledge 
them  that  they  are  the  feed  which  the  Lord. hath 
blefled  ;^  for  there  Ihall  be  a « confpicuous  mani- 
feftation  both  of  the  Tons  of  God  and  of  the  chil- 
dren of  the  devil ;  for  the  one  Ihall  appear  in 
the  image  of  Chrifl-,  and  God  ihall  defpife  the 
image  of  the  other;  goats  and  Iheep  ihall  be  fe- 
parated,  the  goats  fhall  acknowledge  the  fheep, 
and  the  fheep  fhall  fee  the  goats. 

"  For  the  creature  was  made  fubjecft  to  vanity^ 
not  willingly,  but  by  reafon  of  him  who  hath 
fubjedled  the  fanie  in  hope."  Rom.  viii.  20. 
Whatever  this  vanity  is  that  this  creature  is  made 
fubje6l  to,  it  is  fomething  difagreeableto  it,  for 
it  is  made  fubjcft  to  i^:  not  willingly.  .  Sin  and 
the  pleafures  of  it  are  vanity,  which  man  is  not 
unwilling  to  the  purfuit  of,  nor  can  any  thing 
but  a  divine  power,  difplayed  incline  his  will  ta 
choofe  the  better  part.  .  But  it  may  be  objedled, 
that  a  new  creature  in  Chrill  is  delivered  from  alt 
this.    To  wliich.I  anfwer,  there  is  in  him  the 
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flefh  that  loves  the  law  of  fin,  and  a  lulling  at 
times  after  evil  things ;  yea,  and  at  times  a  will- 
ihgnefs  to  them,  though  the  fear  of  God  awes 
him,  and  the  Spirit  affifts  him  in  mortification 
and  felf-denial ;  yet,  if  the  deeds  of  the  body  are 
mortified  through  the  Spirit,  it  is  plain  that  mor- 
tification is  a  crbfling  and  difappointing  the  will 
of  the  flefli,  and  felf-denial  is  nothing  elfe  but  a 
refufing  to  gratify  felf.  Neither  of  thefe  things 
appear  to  me  to  be  the  vanity  to  which  this  crea- 
ture is  unwillingly  fubje6t 

Again,  Vanity  is  written  upon  man  himfelf, 
and  upon  every  thing  beneath  the  fun,  for  ^^  aH 
is  vanity,"  all  is  light,  trapfient,  diflatisfadlory, 
linfubftantial,  difappointing,  and  grievous ;  it  h 
vanity  and  vexation  of  foul ;  but  to  this  vanitjr 
the  creature  is  not  by  nature  unwillingly  fubjedt, 
no  not  the  creatlire  in  my  text.  The  enjoyment 
of  a  wife  and  family,  riches,  honour,-  pleafure, 
apparel,  and  many  other  things  of  this  life^  he  can 
find,  at  times,  that  member  of  the  old  man,  call- 
ed inordinate  aiFe6lions,  going  out  after  thefe, 
which  coft  him  many  a  ftripe,  arid  many  a^ 
groan. 

In  fliort,  the  vanity  to  which  the  creature  is 
unwillingly  fubjeft,  is  death.  "  The  wife  matfs 
eyes  are  in  his  head,  but  the  fool  walkcth  in 
darknefs :  and  I  myfelf  perceived  alfo  that  one 
event  happeneth  to  them  all.  Then  faid  I  in  mf 
heart,  As  it  happeneth  to  the  fool,  fo  it  happen- 
eth 
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€tli  even  to  mc ;  and  why  was  I  th^n  mote  wife  ? 
Then  I  faid  in  my  heart,  that  this  alfa  i»  vanity. 
And  how  dieth  the  wife  man  ?  as  the  fooL"  EccL 
ii.  14, 15,  To  this  vanity  the  creature  is  fubjeft- 
ed,  but  not  willingly. 

And  when  was  this  creature  made  fnbjcA  to 
this  vanity?  Anfwer,  it  was  done  in  paradife^ 
where  Jehovah  feid^  *^  Dufl  thou  art>  and  unto 
;duft  thou  Ihalt  return."  There  is  in  nature  an 
.unwiUiiigneis  to  this^  for  deaths  abfiradbdly  coiv- 
fidered,  hath  nothing  pleafing  in  it  j  for,  though 
thd  heaven-bom  foul  may  long  for  it  in  order  to 
obtain  the  full  enjoyment  of  Chrift,  the  foul  being 
Skmrtd  againft  the  fecond  death,  yet  the  flefli  is 
weak,  the  body  hath  no  armour,  the  weakcft 
•part  muft  go  to  the  Wall.  Befides,  grievous  pain«, 
languid  fpirits,  increafing  rafirmities,  dying  ago^ 
nies,  wfeeping  friends,  and  leaving  poor  fatherly 
children  behind  in  a  miferable  finful  worlds  are 
things  in  themfelves  not  plcafing  to  natu3?e.  He 
is  fubje6led  to  this  vanity  unwillingly,  and  no 
wonder,  when  the  human  nature  of  Chrift,  at  the 
«ipproach  of  death,  "  began  to  be  exceeding  for- 
rowful,  even  unto  death,  and  fore  amazed/' 

But  God  hath  fubje<9:ed  the  creature  to  thia 
vanity  in  hope;,  for,  at  the  fame  time  that  he 
feid,."  Taduft  thou  fliah  return,"  heraifedthem 
to  hope  by  a  promifc,  "  The  feed  of  the  woman 
ihall  bruife  the  fcrpcnt^s  head ;"  .  and,  as  Paul 
Xays>  "  Clmft  deftroyed  him  that  had  tlie  power 
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of  deaths  tkat  is  the'devil)  and  delivered  ttieftt 
who  through  tfee  fear  of 'death  were  aU  theirlife^ 
time  fubjed  U>  bondage."  Here  is  death,  and 
boftidage  through  the  fear  of  it,  to  whith  the  ciea^ 
turc  is  uftwillingly  fubjeA. 

But  the  dreafture  is  fdli^^ted  in  hope  of  a  m- 
fuiredidn  throi:^h  Chrift;  for  God  begot  the 
apoiUes  agasin  to  a  lively  hope  by  it  t  and  tlm  iHh 
Rotate  end  of  PauUs  hope  wsts  to  attaia  to  the 
refurixfdion  of  the  dead*  For,  though  he  wanted 
to  d^mrt  and  be  with  Chrift^  and  to  be  unck)thedy 
or  dripped  of  die  mortai  body,  yet  he:  had  fome- 
thing  in  view  beyond  that :  "  Not  for  that  we 
would  be  unclothed,  but  clothed  upon  with  our 
houfe  which  is  from  above,  that  mortality  may  be 
iwallowed  up  of  life,  when  this  mortal  body 
ihall  have  put-  on  immortality.  The  Jaft^nemy 
thatlhall  be  deftroycd  is  death  ;'*  and  then,  "O 
grave^  where  is  thy  victory  ?  I  will  ranfom  them 
from  the -power  of  the  grave,  I  will  redeem  them 
from  death/* 

.    To  the  fall  an<i  eternal  enjoyment  of  this  glory, 
God  hath  fubj€(fted  this  creature  in  hope.  Chrift's' 
flelh  refted  in  hope,  becaufe  it  was  not  to  fe^ 
corrupticMi ;  and  ours  Ihall. i:eft  in  hope  alfo. 

^^  Becaufe  the  creature  itfelf  ihall  be  delivered 
from  the  bondage  of  corruption,  into  the  glori- 
ous liberty  of  the  fons  of  God/'  By  the  eirtrajnce 
of  fin  into  the  world  all  flelh  hath  corrupted  ita^ 
way ;  and,  although  by  grace  through  faith  in 
6  Chrift 
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Chrift  we  have  ^'  fefcajped  the  coitiiplabii  that  is  iii 
the  world  through  lull,"  yet  the  new  born  foul  h 
fadly  annoyed  by  the  corruption  bf  depraved  na- 
ture ;  and,  as  for  the  body,  it  is  nothing  elfe  but 
corruption,  and  is  fubjeifted,   bound  over,   knd 
doomed  to  death,  putrcfatftion,  and  corruption  j 
and  fhall  decay,  rot^    and  turn  to  duft.      It  is 
fowl!  in  corruption,  and  Ihall  corrupt ;  it  is  fowli 
in  diihonour,  reaping  the  rewards  of  its  fin ;  it  iS 
fown  in  weakhefs,  unable  to  refift  the  king  of 
terrors,  or  its  doom  to  duft ;  it  is  fown  a  tiatural 
body,  and  has  nothing  fpiriWal  in  it  when  it  i6 
fown.     But  this  bondage  of  corruption  Ihall  be 
broken  off;  for  he  *^  fhall  charige  our  vile  bodies; 
and  falhion  therii  like  unto  his  glorious  body,  ac- 
cording to  the  wbrking  whereby  he  is  able  even 
to  fubdue  all  things  unto  himfelf."    Phil.  iii.  2U 
Then  fhall  the  body  be  raifed  in  incdrruptidn,  iii 
glory,  in  power,  and  a  fpirttual  body,  like  that 
bf  the  fecond  Adafn,  for  we  fhall  be  like  him; 
and  fee  him  as  he  is ;   for  he  that  is  perfeft  (in 
this  fenfe)  Ihall  be  as  his  itiaftef ;  that  is,  hfe  Ihall 
awake  in  his  likenefs  ^nd  bd  fatisfied  therewith: 
'^  Thou  which  haft  Ihewed  me  great  and  fore 
troubles  fhalt  quicken  me  again,  and  bring  mfe  upi 
figain  fr^m  the  depths  of  the  earth ;  thbu  Ihalt  in- 
creafe  my  greatnefs,  and  comfort  me  oh  every  fide." 
tfalm  Ixxi.  20.    When  this  work  is  performed; 
then  fhall  the  adoption  of  fons  be  mfanifcfted, 
cten  to  the  body  as  well  as  to  the  foul ;  and  it 
•        •  Ihali 
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iBfill  be  xaanifcftcd  to  the  wicked  alfo,  fdrthey  fhafl- 
fee  it ;  for  of  all  that  is  given  to  Cbfift  he  will 
Jktfe  nothing,  but  will  raife  it  up  at  the  laft  dayi 
f  lid  prefent  them  all  to  the  Father,  with  -a  "  Be- 
bold  me  and  the  childreii  which  thou  haft  given 
<tic."  T^hefe  are  the  many  fons  that  Iball  be  bcought 
to  gloiyi  MoreoTer>  the  manifeftatibn  of  th* 
fons  of  God  in^  this  life  is  in  faith^  in  hope^  and 
in  rvidende  and  witnefs ;  md  even  that  not  fully^ 
for  we  know  but  in  part>  it  doth  not  yet  appear 
wluit  we  ihall  be,  we  only  look  through  a  glafs 
darkly»  and  not  ^ce  to  faCe.  Again^  though  it  is 
manifefted  to  the  believer  himfelf^  yet  not  t^ 
ot}2crs>  and  efpecially  to  the  wicked.  But  we  ard 
to  retatti  from  the  grate,  and  to  fee  clearly  the 
difieren^  between  the  righteous  £liid  the  wicked^ 
and  between  him  that  ferveth  God  and  he  that 
ferveth  him  not  t  and  this  illall  be  done  when  the 
«^rdx  Hiall  be  burnt  Up^  i^faen  the  day  ihall  come 
thit  bocneth  ts  an  own,  the  day  in  which  God 
inakes  up  his  jewels.  Mai.  iii.  17*  18. 

That  tlus  is  what  the  apdftle  had  in  view  is 
plain  from  what  follows,  and  that  he  includes 
himfelf  in  this  hope  is  more  evident  *^  We  which 
have  the  firfi:  fruits  of  thcSpirit)  even  we  ourfelVea 
groan  within  ourfelves,  waiting  for  the  adoption  j 
to  wit,  the  nsdemption  of  our  body/^  Here  tiiin 
adoption  longed  for  and  expeded  is  the  tedcm^^ 
t^on  of  the  body,  which  is  promifed  to  hope^  zpd 
minch  hopeexpedts ;  though  we  do  not  n^w  fee 
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it  as  yci  performed,  yet  it  Ihall  be  performed,  for 
jChrift  is  the  Saviaur  of  the  body,  and  this^fal- 
yation  (or.  deliverance)  ihall  he  revealed  imthe 
Jaft  times.  iPet.  i.  5.  ^^  For  we  are  faved  by 
hopp :  but  hope  that  is  feen  is  not  hope  s  for  what 
a  man  feeth,  why  doth  he  yet  hope  for  ?  -But  if 
we  hope  for  that  we. fee  not,  then^do  we  with  pa-» 
ticnce  wait  for  it,*'  Rom»  viii.  24,  25,  ^.  • 

e  That  which  makes  thi$  text  appear  fo  ambigu^ 
ous,  is  the  apoftle's  digreilion  .from.his  fubjedl. 
The  apoftle  had  been  dropping  f(xne  hints  about 
thC:  great  foipFeidng  o£  the  iaintsr  .fiitft. under  a 
fpirit  of  bon4age,  whieh  was  now  removed,  from 
them.  ":  Ye  hairc  not  receiA^d  the  fpiiit  of  .bqnclage 
again  to  fear,  &c/' .  Ag?in,  ^^  If  fo  he  that  we 
fufFer  with  Chrift,  we  Ihall  be  alfo  glorified  to-f 
gether."  .Once  more.  ^^Por  I  reckon  thai  the 
fufferings  of  this  prefent  time  are  not  worthy  to 
be  compared  with  the  glory  that*  Ihall  be  revealec) 
in  us.^?  .Our :  fufferings,  are  ;but  for^  a  moment, 
but  glory  is  eternal ;  God  accounts  us  worthy  of 
the  kingdom  for  which  :wefuffer..  But  what  is  all 
our  forrowful  fufFcring?  when  compared  to.  the 
joys  and  pleafure  of  that  glorious  kingdom  ?  Our 
afBi6lions  are  light,  but  they  work  out  far:  Jis  a 
far  more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of*  glory* 
And  now  thfeapoftle  for  a  moment'digreffes  from 
his  fubjqict,  which  has  occafioned  many  to  wander 
from, the  fenfe :  and  it  is  as  though  he.' would  fay,. 
pO  not  you  think  that  all:  the  fufferings  of  this 

world. 
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-wbrWi  as  the  dreadfiil'effcdts  of  fin,  are  fallen 
lipbn  us.  No,  ho ;  man  is  bom  to  trouble  as  the 
l|)arks  fly  upward ;  de^ftrudtion  and  mifery,  af- 
flidfions,  '  trouble,  bondage,  and  death,  attfend 
t3p6n'  all  rridre  or '  left.  AH  groaning  arid  travail- 
ing dbith  heft  light  opoh  us  fo  as  to  exclude  the 
wibkedV.nO;  nOr  even^are  they  excluded  who  per- 
secute us  ;  f^  fyt  We  know  ttiat  th*  whole  creation 
[every  creature]  groaneth  and  travaileth  in  pain 
together  until  now/*  And  now  the  apoftle  re- 
^flTumes  his  fubjecft  again,  faying,  ^*  And  not  only 
they,  but  ourfelves  alfo,  which  have  the  firft 
fruits  of  the  Spirit,  even  we  ourfelves  groan 
within  ourfelves,  waiting  for  the  adoption ;  to 
wit,  the  redemption  of  our  bodies."  And  by  this 
Jaft  paflage  he  explains  and  confirms  what  he  fet 
out  upon;  namely,  the  refurredion  of  the  Lord 
Jefus  Cl^rift,  and  the  certainty  of  our  bodies  being 
quickened  as  well  as  his ;  for  his  refurredtion  is  a 
plodge  and  eameft  of  ours ;  and  the  fame  fpirit 
that  quickened  Chrift  (for  he  was  put  to  death  in 
thi  flefli,  but  quickened  by  the  Spirit)  fliall  quick- 
en us  alfo,  for  it  is  from  this  the  apoftle  argues. 
*^  But  if  the  fpirit  of  him  that  raifed  up  Jefus  from 
the  dead  dwell  in  you,  he  that  raifed  up  Chrift 
from  the  dead  fhall  alfo  quicken  your  mortal 
bodies  by  his  Spirit  that  dwelleth  in  you.*'  This 
is  what  the  creature  hath  in  hope  and  expectation, 
to  be  clothed  with  glory  and  immortality,  and  that 
4eath  and  mortality  may  be  fwallowed  up  of  life» 
9  And 
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And  to  this  end  Chrift  will  ilill  hold  his  reg4 
fcepti*€j  until  he  hath  '^  put  down  all  rule^  all  au* 
thority,  and  all  power5  fof  the  laft  enemy  t][tft 
fliall  be  deflroyed  is  death ;''  at  the  defiriK^ion  of 
this  enemy  that  faying  ihall^  be  brqqght  to  paf9 . 
that  is  written,  "  Death  is  iVy^Uowe^  up  lATip* 
tory ;''  then  the  top-fipne  ih9ll  be  biyiiigbt  SfH^ 
with  ihputing,  ipryiag^  Gmce^  Qwae  unto  it* 
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ETERNAL  SETTING  OF  THE  SUN, 

AMOS  VZIl.  9. 

"  And  it  yhali  come  to  pas$  In  t^at  day>  saith  the  Lo^^  ^°^> 
that  I  will  cause  the  sun  to  go  down  at  noon^,  and  I  will  darken 
the  earth  in  the  clear  day."  .  ' 

Whatcve^  this  d^rk  and  ambiguous  tf^it^ay 
mean,  if  appears  to  ?ne  th^t  it  p^ver  h^4  or  will 
have  its  accprnplishnieiit  iii  a  literal  sen^e.  Xh^ 
sun  stood  still  in  the  days  of  Joshuai:  hut  stfinding 
still  is  not  going  down*  ^*  Sun,  st^d  thou  still 
npoa  Gibeon,  and  thovi,  Tnoot},  in  the  vi^ljey  of 
Ajalon.  And  the  sun  stqod  sitilji  and  the  fliooa 
stayed,  until  the  people  had  avenget^  themH^lycf 
upon  their  enemies.  So  the  sun  ^^^pod  stiU  ij\  tl^e' 
midst  of  heaven,  and  hasted  PQt  to  gfl  doWB 
ahout  a  whole  day,"  Jqshu^  x>  19,  \3.  fn  this 
passage  we  Jiave  an  account  of  the  sqn  andjnopn 
standing;  and  of  the  sun  standing  ptill  jn  th^ 
midst  of  heaven,  hasting  not  .to  gq  clown  .ahput 
a  whole  day.  But  the  ?un  sti^ndiog  j^tiU  9.  who|^ 
day,  and  then  going  dawn*  cannot  atgrpe  with  my 
text,  which  is  expressed  not  Qf  hi?  standing  sti|l 
in  the  midst  gf  h^^ven^  bw^  oif  \m  gpiiig  down,  so 
as  tQ  mQ  no  morct 
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We  have  an  account  of  the  sun  going,  back  in 
the  clayf  of  IJezekiah,  to  prop  up  his  faith  in  the 
promise  of  God;  and  the  sun  went  bacH  ten  de- 
grees{  "  80  the  sun  returned  ten  degress,  hy  which 
degrees  it  was  gone  down,'*  Isaiah  xxxviii.  8. 
But  the  suij  returning  ten  degrees  lack  ward,  dif- 
feis  \yiid.ely  froni  the  full  expresj^ions  aijd  meaning 
of  rtiy  te^t,  which  is,  that  the  sun  shall  go  dowa 
at  noon,  and  the  e^rth  sh^U  be  darkened  in  the 
clear  day,  ^ 

Moreover,  \ye  read  of  darkness  overshadowing 
the  Jand  until  the  ninth  hour,  at  our  Lord's  cruci-^ 
fixion;  hut  thei?,  after  the  nintli  hour  matters  re* 
turned  again  as  they  were  before;  for,  although 
this  darkness  spread  itself  at  twelve  o'clock  at 
iio6n,  and  continued  three  hour^,  which  was-  a 
preternatural  eclipse,  the  moon  being  at  the  same 
time  at  the  full,  as  it  always  was  at  the  passover 
feasts,  yet  this  cannot  be  the  meaning  of  my  text; 
for,  although  the  sun  hid  bis  face,  and  <|id  not  shine 
for  three  hours,  yet  he  did  not  go  down,  but 
broke  out  again  at  three  o'clock  in  the  aftirnoon^ 
l^nd  shone  tbrth  as  befoie. 

I^or  can  tl  e  diirkening  of  the  earth  in  the  clear 
day  be  understoo  i  ia  a  lirerui  sense^  seeing  God 
hath  said  that,  ^>  VV  bile  the  earth  remaineth,  seed^ 
time  and  harv^s%  cold  and  heat,  summer  and  wiu^ 
ter/ai|d  day  and  night,  shall  not  cease,'*  Genesis 
viii.  23.  4"rf  i*  is  plain  tliat  this  covenant  of  day 
and  night  stands  as  lirm  as  the  covenant  of  roy- 
alty with  David,  of  the  covenant  of  grace  with 
QqiT^  elect;;  for  so  it  is  written,  ^^  Thus  saitb  the 
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Lord,  If  you  (?an  break,  my  covenant  of  the  6iff 
and  my  covenant  of  the  night,  that  there  should 
not  be  day  and  night  in  their  season,  then  nay  ahtf 
n)y  covenant  be  broken  with  David  liiysenranr^  that 
he  should  not  have  a  son  to  reign  upon  his  throne; 
and  with  the  Levites  my  ministers/'  Jeremiah 
xxxiti.  itO,  81.  Phineas  obtained  the  cm'^nant  of 
an  endless  priesthood,  and  David  obtained  tlie  pro* 
mise  and  covenant  of  an  endless  reign;  both  of 
which  are  now  obtained  by  Christy  and  sure  to  all 
his  seed,  we  being  made  kings  and  priests  unto 
God,  iind  having  the  promise  that  we  shall  Teiga 
as  such  for  ever  and  even  fiut  I  m\l  come  to  iha 
words  of  my  text;  and  shall  consider, 

I.  What  we  are  to  understand  by  the  sun* 
S.  What  by  the  sun*s  going  down. 

3.  The  time  of  his  setting,  namely,  at  iK>on. 

4.  What  is  meant  by  the  earth. 

5.  What  by  darkening  the  earth. 

6.  What  by  this  darkness  coming  dn  in  the 
elear  day. 

And,  lastly,  treat  of  that  day  when  all  this  is 
tobedonCi 

1st.  What  we  are  to  understand  by  thfe  suit. 
it  appears  to  me  that  the  Lord  Clod  Almighty 
himself  is  meant  by  the  sun ;  for  he  is  the  foun- 
tain of  light,  life4  love  and  heat,  to  all  his  own 
people*  "  Fur  the  Lord  Ciod  is  a  sun  arid  shield: 
the  Lord  will  give  grace  and  glory ;  no  gdod  thing 
will  he  withhold  from  them  that  walk  uprightly,** 
Psalm  Ixxxk.  1 L     This  sun^  and  this  only,  was 


t&«  i^loi^  df  the  Jewish  fiaiion*    They  had  a  glo 
Mm  Sb^nuh  upQn  the  meroy-seat^  which  was 
^.  Uirone  of  God*    ^^  A  glorious  high  throne  from 
t^  begiimtBg  is  the  place  of  our  sanctuary,"  Jer» 
jvii.  J«.    Again,  "  At  tliat  time  they  shall  cali 
Jbrusalein  the  throne  of  the  Lord,  and  all  the  na« 
lions  shall  be  gathered  unto  it^'*  Jer.  iii.  17- 
-     «dly.  By  the  sun,  in  my  tekt,  We  may  Uttdtet^* 
Utand  our  Lord  Jesiir  Ghmt,  who  i^  sweetly  hel<t 
forth  jis  thesun^  and  ptonfiked  as  su^hto  them 
t^at  fear  the  name  of  the  Lord.    **  But  uhto  you 
that  fear  iny  name  shall  the  suti  of  righteousness 
arjBe  with  healing  in  his  wings;  and  y*  shall  go 
forth  and  gronjr  up  as  calves  of  th6  stilf/'  M^k  iVi  2,. 
The  fear  of  tW  Lard  is  the  biginniftg  of  wisdom; 
and,  when  God  puts^-this  fear  into  hien's  hearts, 
it  hring^  tnem  to  stand  in  awte  of  him,  and  stops 
them  in  their  evil  course?  and  the  good  Spirit  of 
God,  breathing  the  breath  of  liffe  into  them^  makes 
their  souh  tender,  so  tlmt  their  old  way  becomes 
hedged  up  with  thorns;  and,  if  they  persist  in  it^ 
it  often  pierces  them  throiighwith  many  arrows. 
This  fear,   being  a  fruit  of  the  Spirit,    is  filial' 
though  slavish   fear  be  not  as  yet  cast  out,  be- 
"?ause  the  sun  is  not  yet  risen ;    and  it  is  said  to 
have  the  name  of  the  Lord  for  its  object;  that  is, 
God's  covenant  name,  the  name  which  he  pro- 
claimed before  Moses.  "The  Lord,  the  Lond  God, 
merciful  and  gracious,  long  suffering,  and  abun- 
dant in  goodness  and  truth,  keeping  meroy  foir 
thousands,  forgiving  inifjuity  and  transgression!^' 


and  sins,'*  &c.  Exod.  xxxir.  6,  7.'  And  wd  sTt* 
firrfher  informed,  that  this  name  is  ih  the  messen- 
ger of  the  covenant,  the  Lord  Jesus -Clirht;  **  Bef- 
hold,  I  send  aft  angel  before  thee,  to  keep  thee  iri 
the  way :  Beware  of  him,  and  obefy  His  voice,  pro- 
voke him  not,  for  he  Will  not  pardon  yotir  trans- 
gressions, fer  my  nailie  Is  in  him,**  Exod.  xxiii.  2l>; 
21.  This  is  the  Sun  of  Righteousness,  which  is  to 
rise  and  shihe  upon  those  that  fear  his  nartit^.  He 
shines  into  the  soul  with  everlasting  lig;ht,  and  hii 
beams  convey  healing  to  every  power  bf  thesouL 
Pardcining  love  hfeals  the  wounded  conscience  of 
its  sting  of  death,  and  the  troubled  mind  of  her 
enmity  and  terrible  meditations;  sets  the  broken 
judgment  to  Hghts;  curfes  the  will  of  its  stubborn- 
ness and  inflexibility;  purges  the  affections  of  all 
their  false  gods,  and  conveys  an  undtuous  light 
to  the  understanding.  .  Moreover,  the  lofet  fmage  of 
God  in  man  is  restored,  or  re-instamped'  upon  us 
by  the  healing  rays  of  this  sun.  **  But  we  afl  with 
opeii  face,  beholding  aS'in  a  glass  the  glory  of  the 
.  Lord,  are  changed  into  the  same  image  from 
glory  to  glor}'-,  evea  as  by  the  spirit  of  the  Lord,*^ 
2  Cor^  iii.  18.  Then,  says  God,  "  Ye  shall  go 
forth  ^nd  grow  «p  as  calves  of  the  stall."  They 
shall  go  forth  from  this  world,  and  from  the  society 
of  it,  from  the  chains  of  sin  and  of  legal  bondage, 
from  the  prison-house,  the  strong  holds  of  sin  and 
Satan,^  and  fiom  the  dark  and  dismal  iTgions  of 
the  shadow  of  death.  And  they  shall  grow  up  to  be 
men  in  understanding,  they  shaft  grow  in  faith, 
and  in  spiritual  strength;  they  shall  be  edified  and 
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built  up.  in  love  and  in  truth;  they  shall  grow  out 
of  self  and  out  of  conceit  of  self,  and  into  Christ 
Jesus,  so  as  to  be  rooted  and  built  up  in  him. 
Sucking  calves,  that  are  kept  in  stalls,  are  very 
thriving  creatures;  and  so  are  young  saints  with 
the  breasts  of  consolation  in  their  mouths;  they  are 
earnest  after  the  sincere  milk  of  the  word,  that 
they  may  grow  thereby.  , 

Furthermore,  the  fructification  of  the  earthy 
its  choice  fruits,  and  all  their  delicious  flavour,  are 
chiefly  owing  to  the  beams  of  the  sun.  In  Christ 
Jesus  is  all  our  fruit  found;  all  grace  is  from  his 
fulness,  and  they  are  his  enlivening  rays  that  give 
it  all  its  activity:  he  draws  it  forth,  and  upon  him 
it  exercises  itself;  he  gives  it  all  its  sweetness;  and 
upon  these  swdetand  pleasant  fruits  he  delights  to 
feed.  Add  to  this,  the  sun-beams  have  an  at- 
tracting virtue  in  them,  exhaling  the  moisture  of 
the  earth.  And  many  vegetables,  lay  them  by 
a  pressure  of  the  earth,  which  way  you  will,  the 
sun  will  draw  them  to  bend  towards  him.  So  the 
Sun  of  Righteousness  draws  the  soul  to  confide  in 
him  for  all  sorts  of  righteousness.  His  obedience 
to  the  law,  as  our  surety,  is  our  righteousness  by 
imputation.  The  new  man  is  created  in  righteous- 
ness and  true  holiness ;  which  righteousness  is  love, 
and  this  is  from  him.  A  good  conscience^  which 
is  righteousness  and  peace  at  the  bar  of  equity,  is 
of  Christ,  and  so  is  a  loving  heart  and  a  liberal 
hand;  both  of  which  are  the  fulfilling  of  the  law, 
which  law  is  the  rule  of  righteousness.  Again,  this 
sun  shining  upon  us,  healing  us,  and  reflecting 


God's  lost  image  upon  us,  puts  a  stop  jO'  that 
stinking  savour,  which  is  continually  emitted  from 
graceless  hearts;  I  mean,  seeking  the  praise,  ,the^ 
applause,  and  the  honour  of  men.  "  How  can 
you  believe  who  receive  honour  one  of  another, 
and  not  the  honour  that  cometh  from  God  only?'* 

If  this  sun  shines  into  us,  it  consumes  and  wi- 
thers that  corruption  which  cleaves  to  our  aflFec* 
tions,  and  inflames  them,  raising  them  to  God, 
and  to  his  right  hand  where  Christ  sitteth.  **  So 
let' thine  enemies  perish,  O  Lord,"  says  Deborah; 
^*  but  let  them  that  love  him  be  as  the  sun 
when  he  goeth  forth  in  his  might,"  Judges  v.  3h 
And  such  as  love  will  not  rob  him;  they  are  fully 
satisfied  with  his  salvation,  and  far  enough  frona 
rivalling  God  of  the  honour  of  it.  The  unction 
that  Christ  conveys  never  breeds  flies,  nor  sends 
forth  a  stinking  savour,  but  raises  up  a  whole  re* 
venue  of  glory  to  God  alone.  "  The  Lord  shall 
be  unto  thee  an  everlasting  light,  and  thy  God 
thy  glory,"  Isaiah  Ix.  19.  All  ranks  of  human 
beings  have  something  to  boast  of  and  glory 
in.  The  glory  of  children  are  their  fathers;  the 
glory  of  young  men  is  their  strength;  and  the 
glory  of  old  men  is  their  grey  head.  The  glory 
of  the  rich  is  their  wealth,  and  the  glory  of  the 
wise  is  their  wisdom.  But  the  glory  of  the  saints 
is  their  God. 

Christ  Jesus  is  to  us  the  fountain  of  light,  the 
morning  star,  which  in  our  hearts  is  the  first  ray 
of  eternal  glory  in  heaven,     lie  is  the  day-dawa 
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itiii  day.gpring  from  on  high,  that  guides  our  feet 
Itito  the  way  of  peace;  and  he  is  also  the  rising 
tan,  thatahone  with  such  splen^pur,  ito  the  apo^ 
ttes,  in  all  ministers  of  the  Spirtt,  and  in  all  the 
Children  of  light  ever  since.  ^*  Their  line  is  gone . 
out  through  all  the  earth,  and  their  words  to  the 
end  of  the  world :  in  them  hath  he  set  a  tabernacle 
for  the  sun,  which  is  as  a  bridegroom  coming  out 
df  his  chamber,  and  rejoi(ceih  as  a  strong  man  to 
fun  a  race,"  Psal.  xix.  4,  5.  Compare  Romans  x. 
3^;  •  Christ  Jesus  is  the  brightness  of  his  Father's 
glwy,  and  .the  express  image  of  his  person ;  and 
W6  are  to  have  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  the 
glory  of  God  in  his  face.  And  this  sun  rising 
and  skining  upon  us,  is  nothing  else  but  the  Lord 
lifting  up  the  light  of  his  cbuntenance  upon  us. 
*^  Out  of  his  mouth  went  a  sharp  two-edged  sword^ 
alkl  his  countenance  was  as  tlie  suji  shineth  in  his 
strength," 'Rev.  i.  16.  This  is  the  sun  that  heals 
ihe  sOulof  all  its  wounds,  and  the  fallen  count€- 
Mdcse  of  all  its  wrinkles.  The^Lord  is  the  health 
bf  qfjy  countenance  and  my  God.  But  will  this 
feun,  where  it  thus  rises  and  shines,  ever  go  down 
crver  the  children  of  light?  No,  it  never  will.  The 
ttiinisters  of  the  Spirit,  and  the  church  of  Christ, 
ai'e  nobly  secured  from  the  setting  of  this  sun. 
The  ministers  of  the  gospel  are  a  tabernacle  for 
this  sun,  out  of  whom  Christ  shines  upon  poor 
elect  sinnew;  and  Gods  tabernacles  shall  not  be 
taken  doM^n,  nor  shall  the  cords  or  stakes  be 
too«€d.    All  true  4ielievers  put  on  the  Lord  Jesus 
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Ghridt,  and  walk  !ii  him;  and  su<Sh  ftieiiil>erB  fcorn- 
pose  the  true  church  of  Christ,  ^hich  is  a  wottiatt 
clothed  with  the  «utr,  Rev.  xii.  1.     Abd  ovet  such 
this  sun  will  never  go  down.     "  The  Lord  shall 
be  unto  thee  an  everlasting  light,  and  thy  God 
thy  glory:  thy  sun  shall  no  more^o  down,  nei-- 
thcr  shall  thy  moon  withdraw  itself:  for  the  Lord 
^all  be  thine  everiasting  light,  and  the  days  oE 
thy  mourning  shall  be  ended,"  Isaiah  Ix-  l£f^  20. 
Again,  "  For,  as  the  new  heavens,  and  the  Hew  earth 
which  I  will  make,  shall  remain  before  the,  saith 
the  Lord,  so  shall  your  seed  and  your  riam^  re-' 
main,"  Isaiah  Ixvi.  22.     But  Avhat  would  the  new 
heaven  and  the  new  earth  be  without  a  sun  to  shinc^ 
in  them? 

I  come  now  to  treat  of  the  setting,  or  goings 
down  of  this  sun.  The  whole  body  of  God's  elect 
are  called  Zion.  God  hath  chosen  Zion;  he  hath 
defeired  it  for  his  habitation.  *'This  is  my  rest  for 
for  ever;  here  wil}  I  dwell,  for  I  have  desired  it;'* 
and,  "  Out  of  Zion,  the  perfection  of  beauty,  God* 
hath  shined."  Here  he  shone  from  tlie  mercy- 
seat  upon  the  prophets  of  the  Old  Testament;  aiid 
in  the  face  of  Zion's  King  he  shines  upon  all  bis 
servants  under  the  New  Testament.  And  many 
false  prophets  of  old,  and  false  apostles  in  the 
apostolic  age,  and  false  teachers  since,  have  got 
their  first  beams  of  light  from  this  quarter.  We 
read  of  false  prophets  stealing  the  word  of  their 
Kcighboui's;  and  of  many  among  the  Je\Vs  rejoic** 
iag^itt  John's  light  for  a  season;    arid  of  otherii 
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hearing  the  SavicHirV  word  with  joy,  and  joy  is 
called  light;  .and  tb^fklse  brethrea  coming  in 
among  the  primitive  saints  to  spy  out  their  li- 
berty, that  they  might  abuse  and  pervert  it.    But 
this  light  shines  only  into  the  head,  not  into  the 
heart;  it  gives  them  some  light;  hence  they  are 
said  to  be  enlightened;  and  having  their  natural 
passions  stirred  and  ravished  with  glee,  they  ato 
said  to  taste  of  the  heavenly  gift,  Heb,  vi.  4.   And 
such  soon  spring  up,  because  the  plague  of  the  heart 
is  undiscovered,  and  there  is  nothing  to  keep  theni 
down.     Light,  knowledge,  gifts,  fluency,  a  refor- 
mation, and  fiery  zeal,  make  a  great  blaze  and 
noise  ia  the  world  for  a  while;  and,  as  our  Lord 
says,  upon  sight  they  believe;  but  then  their  faith 
is  but  temporary.     "  These  on  the  rock  are  they 
which  when  they  hear  receive  the  word  with  joy; 
these  have  no  root,  which  for  a  while  believe,  and 
in  time  of  temptation  fall  away,'*  Luke  viii.  13* 
Nqw  these  are  called  the  rocky,  or  stony  ground 
hearers,    because  the  word  never  reaches  their 
heart  and  conscience,  the  old  veil  remains  upon 
the  heart,  and  the  strong  man  still  keeps  posses^ 
sion  of  the  palace.     And  this  I  know,   that  if 
every  faculty  of  the  soul  be  instructed,  reformed, 
and  set  to  work,  yet,  if  the  conscience  remain 
unpurged,  and  the  affections  not  set  upon  God, 
all  such  faith  is  vain,  and  tliose  who   possess  it 
are  yet  in  their  sins,  I  Cor.  xv.  17.     Men  may 
have  much  understanding,  and  the  will  may  be 
touched  as  well  as  the  understanding.     We  read 
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of  willing,  and  of  will-worship;  but  salvation  i'» 
not  of  hin\  that  willetlu  We  also  read  of  a 
fleshly  mind  being  puffed  up.^  But  God's  covenant 
regards  the  ponscience  and  the  affections:  the 
first  be  cleanses  from  ^H  ^^  fiithiness,  and  the 
latter  fronx  ?ill  its  idoh..  This  is  called  cir- 
cumcising the  hearf  to  love  him,-  that  we  may 
live;  ^nd  it  femwes  the  stony  heart;  whereas 
our  Lord  himself  calls  those  before  described  rocky 
and  stony  ground  hearers,  notwithstanding  all 
their  faith  and  joy.  Over  all  such  prophets,  such 
apostles,  or  such  teachers,  the  sun  js  ^ure  to  go 
down;  and  daily  observatjpn  confirms  th?  same: 
and  so  it  is  writtien,  nor  can  it  be  otherwise,  for 
they  are  strangers  to  pardon,  to  peace,  and  to  love. 
"  Thus  saitb  the  Lord  concerning  the  prophets 
that  make  my  people  err,  that  bite  with  their 
teeth,  and  cry  Peace;  and  hp  that  putteth  not  intp 
their  mquths,  thpy  even  prepare  war  against  him, 
Therefore  night  shall  be  unto  you,  that  ye  shall  not 
have  a  vision:  and  it  shall  be  dark  unto  you,  that 
ye  shall  not  divine;  ar\fl  the  sun  shall  go  down  over 
the  prophets,  ^nd  the  day  shall  be  dark  over  them. 
Then  shall  the  seers  be  ashamied,  and  the  diviners 
contQqnded;  yea,  they  shall  cover  all  their  lips,  for 
there  is  nQ  answer  of  Gpd,  But  truly  I  am  full  of 
povyer  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  and  of  judgment, 
and  of  might,  to  d^clar^  unto  Jacob  his  traiisgresr 
sion,  and  tp  Israel  l:i$  sin,"  Micah  jii.  5 — 8.  Here 
We  have  an  ^ccqnnt  qf  the  ^un  setting,  or  going 
down,  ovtT  all  ii^lse  prophets  and  letter  ministers* . 
T14PS5  prophets  are  charged  with  causing  Gocr^ 
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people  to  erri  sis  all  must  do  who  are  de5titute  if 
the  faith  of  God's  elect;  for  the  sin  of' unbelief  is 
a  perpetual  erring  in  the  heart;  and  such,  our 
Lord  says,  only  believe  for  a  while  and  then  fall 
away.  They  either  fall  into  damnable  heresies, 
into  open  profanity,  into  apostasy,  or  else  into 
the  flesh.  Their  setting  out  with  a  ray  of  light  is 
called  beginning  in  the  Spirit;  and  sinking  into 
self  is  ending  in  the  flesh.  Their  zeal  is  to  bd 
seen  by  their  biting  with  their  teeth,  J^nd  snarU 
ing  at  the  servants  of  God.  Their  cry  is  Peace, 
which 'is  the  message  of  the  ambassadors  of  the 
Lord  of  Hosts.  But,  as  these  prophets  are  deati* 
tute  of  genuine  faith,  in  an  unpardoned  state,  and 
without  an  imputed  righteousness,  what  have  they 
to  do  with  peace?  Nothing  at  all.  Their  aim  is 
to  obscure  the  vileness  of  our  nature,  to  stifle  all 
convictions,  to  kill  every  quickening  influence 
upon  the  mind,  to  set  us  down  in  carnal,  ease  and 
insensibility,  and  to  keep  the  devil  in  quiet  and 
undistufbed  possession  of  the  heart.  "And  he 
that  putteth  not  into  their  mouths  they  even  pre- 
pare war  against  him.**  Ahab's  servants  desired 
Mieaiah  to  speak  the,  same  good  things  to  the 
Icipg  as  the  prophets  of  the  grove  did ;  and  Zede- 
kiah  waged  war  with  him,  and  smote  him  on  the 
cheqk,  because  he  would  not  lie  as  well  as  him- 
self, 1  Kings  xxii.  SI*.  God  says,  **  Night  shall 
be  unto  you,  that  ye  shall  not  have  a  vision;  and 
\t  shall  be  dark  unto  you,  that  ye  shall  not  divine.'* 
For,  when  once  the  devil,  who  deceives  them, 
begins  to  stir  with  his   temptations,    and  con- 
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It  sbone  in  his  meridian^  in  the  prophet  Jeremiah^ 
both  in  his  soul  and  in  his  life.;  but,  above  all,  it 
shone  out  in  his  heavenly  doctrine.  How  many 
wonderful  and  precious  prophesies  did  he  deliver 
'  out  concerning  Christ;  "  How  long  wilt  thou  go 
about,  O  thou  backsliding  daughter?  for  the  Lord 
hath  created  a  new  thing  in  the  earth,  a  woman 
shall  compass  a  man,"  Jer.  xxxi.  22.  And  again, 
"  Behold  the  days  come,  saith  the  Lord,  that  I 
will  raise  unto  David  a  righteous  Branch ;  and  a 
king^shall  reign  and  prosper,  and  shall  execute 
judgment  and  justice  in  the  earth.  In  his  days 
Judah  shall  be  saved,  and  Israel  shall  dwell  safely; 
and  this  is  his  name  whereby  he  shall  be  called.  The, 
Lord  our  Righteousness,"  Jer.  xxiii.  5,  6.  Again, 
"  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  If  you  can  break  my  co- 
venant of  the  day,  and  my  covenant  of  the  night, 
and  that  there  should  not  be  day  and  night  in 
their  season;  then  may  also  my  covenant  be  bro- 
ken with  David  my  servant,  that  he  should  not 
have  a  son  to  reign  upon  his  throne.  As  thte  hosts 
of  heaven  cannot  be  numbered,  neither  the  sand 
of  the  sea  measured;  so  will  I  multiply  the  seed 
of  David  my  servant,  and  the  Levites  that  minis- 
ter unto  me,"  Jer.  xxxiii.  £0 — 22.  Here  was  the 
sun  shining  at  noon-day.  And  so  it  was  also  with 
those*  precious  ones  who  believed  in  Jeremiah's 
message,  and  were  separated  from  the  Vile;  the 
wheat  that  was  severed  from  the  chaff;  upon  these 
God  declared  that  he  would  set  his  eyes  and  his^ 
heart  for  good.     "  Although  I  have  cast  them  fiir 
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off  among  th6  heathen,  and  although  I  have  scat-* 
tered  them  among  the  countries,  yet  will  I  be 
unto  them  as  a  little  sanctuary  in  the  countries 
where  they  shall  come,"  £zek.  xi,  16.  Here  God 
promises  to  be  a  sanctuary  to  them ;  and  it  is  well 
known  that  God's  throne,  and  the  Shekinah,  shone 
in  the  sanctuary.  Thus  it  was  high  noon  with 
•the  prophet  Jeremiah,  with  Baruch,  Ezekiel,  and 
others,  when  the  5un  set  upon  the  false  prophets. 
And  it  was  no  less  so  with  the  children  of  faith 
when  the  sun  went  down  over  the  false  church 
among  the  Jews;  when  the  deceivers  and  the  de- 
ceived both  fell  together,  being  false  sons  of  a 
false  mother.  "  Therefore  shalt  thou  fall  in  the 
day,  and  the  prophet  also  shall  tall  with  thee  in 
the  night,  and  Twill  destroy  thy  mother,"  Hosea 
iv.  5. 

Noon  is  the  time  when  the  sun  is  at  his  height, 
a  time  of  the  greatest  light  and  heat.  Hence  the 
pr^ayer  of  the  spouse,  "  Tell  me,  O  thou  whom  my 
soul  loveth,  where  thou  feedest,  where  thou 
makest  thy  flock  to  rest  at  noon,"  Songi.  7.  Here 
is  resting  in  light  and  heat,  in  life  and  love,  called 
noon.  And  so  they  promise  Job,  that,  if  he  put 
away  evil  from  him,  he  should  lift  up  his  face 
without  spot.  "  Thine  age  shall  be  clearer  than 
the  noon^day;  thou  shalt  shine  forth,  thou  shalt 
be  as  the  morning,"  Job  xi.  17.  But  when  it  was 
high  noon  with  the  prophets  of  God,  it  was  sun- 
set upon  the  false  prophets.  And  so  when  the 
sun  was  in  his  meridian  upon  the  Apostles  it  was 
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midnight  with  the  Scribes  and  Pharisees.  "  For 
judgment  I  am  come  into  this  world,  that  they 
which  see  not  might  see,  and  that  they  which  see 
might  be  made  blind,"  John  ix.  39-  And  so  it  is 
to  this  day;  when  the  path  of  the  just  shines  more 
and  more,  letter-men  and  hypocrites  get  darkei^ 
and  darker.  And  what  aggravates  their  misery 
and  their  condemnation  is,  that  this  darkness 
comes  upon  them  at  noon-day :  but  no  wonder, 
for  they  hate  the  light,  they  rebel  against  it,  and 
blaspheme  it;  therefore  God  gives  them  up  to 
grope  in  darkness,  when  the  sun  shines  in  his  full 
strength.  Hence  the  prophet,  personating  them 
in  his  complaint,  says,  ^*  Therefore  is  judgment 
far  from  us,  neither  doth  justice  overtake  us:  we 
wait  for  light,  but  behold  obscurity;  for  bright- 
ness, but  we  walk  in  darkness.  We  grope  for 
the  wall  like  the  blind,  and  we  grope  as  if  we  had 
no  eyes:  we  stumble  at  noon-day,  as  in  the 
night;  we  are  in  desolate  places  as  dead  men,** 
Isaiah  lix.  9,  10.  Here  is  gropitig  for  the  wall, 
and  stumbling  at  noon-day;  that  is,  when  it  is 
high  rioon  with  the  saints  it  is  dark  night  with 
blind  guides  and  hypocrites  in  Zion:  which  is 
more  fully  confirmed  in  the  latter  part  of  my  text, 
*^  I  will  darken  the  earth  in  the  clear  day." 

I  now  proceed  to  shew  that  by  the  earth  we 
are  to  understand  carnal,  earthly-minded  men,  such 
as  are  destitute  of  the  Spirit  and  grace  of  God, 
whose  souls  are  drudges  to  the  works  of  the  flesh, 
and  who  are  buried  in  fleshly  lusts,  which  cor- 
rupt nature  relishes,    desires,   craved,   and  iustJi 


20 

after.   *^  The  first  man  is  of  the  earth,  earthy.   As 
is  the  earthy,  such  are  they  also  that  are  earthy/' 
1  Cor.  XV.  47,  48.    Again,  "  He  that  is  of  the 
earth  is  earthly,  and  speaketh  of  the  earth;  he  that 
Cometh  from  heaven  is  above  all."    Again,   "  He 
shall  smite  the  earth  with  the  rod  of  his  mouth, 
and  with  the  breath  of  his  lips  shall,  he  slay  the 
wicked,''  Isaiah  xi.  4.     In  all  these  places  it  is 
apparent  that  by  the  earth,  in  my  text,  letter-mi- 
nisters, false   prophets,  and  carnal  professors,  are 
meant ;  for,  "  They  are  of  the  world,*'  says  John, 
"  therefore  speak  they  of  the  world,  and  the  world 
heareth  them.     We  are  of  God;  he  that  knoweth 
God  heareth  us;  he  that  is  not  of  God  heareth  not 
us.     Hereby  know  we  the  spirit  of  truth,  and  the 
spirit  of  error,"  1  John  iv.  5,  6.     So  it  was  in  the 
days  of  old,  so  it  is  now,  and  so  it  shall  be.     God 
will  darken  the  earth  in  the  clear  diy.    And  this 
you  have  from  God's  own  mouth:  "  Arise,  shine; 
for  thy  light  is  come,  and  the  glory  of  the  Lord 
is  risen  upbn  thee.     For,    behold,  the  darkness 
shall  cover  the  earth,  and  gross  darkness  the  peo- 
ple: but  the  Lord  shall  arise  upon  thee,  and  his 
glory  shall  be  seen  upon  thee,"  Isaiah  Ix.  1,  2.  Here 
we  have  the  shining  of  God  upon  his  own  elect : 
•*  Arise,  shine;  for  thy  light  is  come,  and  the  glory 
of  the  Lord  is  risen  upon  thee;"  and  again,  "  but 
the  Lord  shall  arise  upon  thee,  and  his  glory  shall 
he  seen  upon  thee."    With  such  souls  it  must  be 
clear  day.^    But  at  the  same  time  his^earth  is  dark- 
ened, and  shall  be  dark;  wherefore  a  *  Behold,'  is 
affixed  to  it     "  Behokl,  darkness  shall  cover  the 
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earth,  and  gross  darkness  the  people/*  And  thuti 
God  darkens  the  earth,  and  spreads  gross  dark* 
ness  upon  the  carnal  professors,  when  the  heirs 
of  heaven  shine  in  the  clear  day.  Moreover,  there 
is  such  a  precious  crop  of  fruits  brought  forth  by 
the  sun,  Deut.  xxxiii.  14,  when  he  shines,  as  must 
be  ripened;  and  upon  these  fruits  the  sun  shall 
never  go  down,  nor  shall  the  grossest  darkness 
ever  overtop  or  overspread  them, 

God's  salvation  is  a  lamp  that  burheth,  and  an 
everlasting  salvation;  and  this  is  put  forth  at  the 
rising  of  this  sun.  Nor  shall  this  lamp  ever  be 
extinguished,  go  out,  or  cease  to  burn.  The  im- 
puted righteousness  of  Christ  goes  forth  to  the 
soul  as  brightness,  Isaiah  Ixii.  I ;  and  this  is  Zion's 
beautiful  garment,  and  her  wedding  robe,  in  which 
she  is  a  branch  or  tree  of  righteousness,  the  right- 
hand  planting  of  God,  that  he  may  be  glorified. 
And,  although  it  is  true  that  every  plant  which 
our  heavenly  Father  hath  not  planted  shall  be 
rooted  up,  yet  he  will  never  pluck  up  the  trees  of 
righteousness,  ^which  he  plants  in  his  dear  Son. 
The  oil  of  joy,  with  which  the  elect  of  God  are 
anointed,  is  the  anointing  of  an  everlasting  priest- 
hood, and  such  shall  return  to  the  holy  of  holies 
with  everlasting  joy  upon  their  head,  and  there 
engage  in  the  last  branch  of  their  priestly  office; 
which  is  singing  the  praises  of  God  and  the  Lamb 
for  ever  and  ever.  In  short,  their  blessing  in 
Christ  is  everlasting  life;  their  adoption  is  an  ever- 
lasting name  that  shall  not  be  cut  off;  they  are  re- 
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deemed  with  eternal  redemption,  ^nd  sanctified 
by  the  eternal  Spirit;  their  kingdom  is  an  ever- 
lasting kingdom  ;  and  the  grace  of  God  in  them 
shall  reign  through  righteousness  unto  eternal  life; 
and  the  Lord  is  their  everlasting  light,  their  God 
and  their  glory ;  and  their  sun  shall  no  more  go 
down.  And  all  this  appears  in  my  text,  which 
mentions  noon,  as  well  as  the  going  down  of  the 
sun;  so  that  it  must  be  noon  with  some,  while  the 
sun  sets  over  others.  And  the  last  branch  of  ray 
text  expresses  the  same  thing;  for  the  earth  is  to 
be  darkened  in  the  clear  day;  so  that  it  must  be 
clear  day  with  the  children  of  light,  even  when 
God  darkens  the  earth ;  and  both  these  families 
take  their  names  from  the  day  and  night,  which 
are  expressed  in  my  text,  '^  Ye  are  all  the  chil- 
dren of  light,  and  the  children  of  the  day;  We  are 
not  of  the  night,  nor  of  darkness,''  I  Thess.  v.  5. 

When  God  created  man  he  ci;eated  him  in  his 
own  image,  and  the  leading  feature  in  that  image 
was  love;  love  to  God,  and  to  all  mankind.  Cha- 
rity or  love,  ever  was,  and  ever  will  be,  the  more 
excellent  way,  1  Cor.  xii.  31;  or  that  wqiy  that 
excels  all  others.  But,  when  the  devil  had  in- 
fused his  enmity  into  the  mind  of  man,  he  cor- 
rupted him  with  his  own  malice  and  enmity  from 
tihis  way.  Hence  God's  complaint,  wherein  he 
calls  men  earth,  because  his  spirit  and  his  image 
were  gone:  "The  earth  also  was  corrupt  before 
God;  and  the  earth  was  filled  with  violence. 
And  God  looked  upon  the  earth,    and  behold. 
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it  was  corrupt:  for  all  flesh  had  corrupted  his  way 
upon  the  earth/*  Gen.  vi-  II,  12.  This  corrup- 
tion of  nature  has  three  branches  in  it:  the  first  is 
called  filthiness ;  the  second  is  called  idols,  or  idol* 
atry ;  and  the  third  is  called  dross.  Filthiness  is 
all  the  uncleanness,  pollution  and  impurity  of  de- 
filed nature,  including  all  concupiscence,  lascivi- 
ousness,  or  lusting  after  evil  things.  "  From  all 
their  filthiness,"  says  God,  "  will  I  cleanse  them.'* 
This  is  called  purifying  the  flesh.  Idols,  or  idola* 
try,  are  things  loved,  adored,  and  enshrined  in 
our  affections  as  rivals  to  God;  such  as  loving  ho- 
nour, pleasure,  money,  self,  the  world,  images; 
nay,  sin  and  the  devil  himself,  more  than  God: 
"  From  all  your  idols  will  I  cleanse  you."  By  dross 
I  understand  the  light  of  nature  or  reason,  thoughts 
and  conscience  accusing  or  excusing,  natural  and 
acquired  abilities,  human  wisdom  and  knowledge, 
self-righteousness  and  outward  decent  deportment, 
common  honesty  in  business,  with  natural  affec- 
tions and  liberality,  some  reverence  of  the  name 
of  God,  blind  zeal  for  human  traditions  and  hu- 
man ceremonies,  with  constant  bodily  exercise  in 
the  duties  of  natural  religion.  And  these  things 
gain  esteem  and  applause,  for  our  Lord  says,  that 
all  this  is  done  to  be  seen  of  men ;  and  this  ap- 
plause becomes  a  spur  to  them  :  and  by  diligence, 
education,  habit  or  custom,  men  improve  in  these 
things:  but,  whatever  use  all  this  may  be  of 
among  men,  sure  I  am  that  it  is  far  enough  from 
the  mystery  of  faith,  in  a  pure  conscience.     And 
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true  it  isi  that  the  work  of  the  ministry  in  the  pre- 
sent day,  which  is  what  Paul  calls  the  ministry 
of  the  ktter,  is  calculated  to  polish  and  set  oflF 
this  dross  and  tin;  for,  if  such  characters  get  en- 
lightened by  the  word,  and  receive  it  with  joy^ 
and- a  temporary  faith,  this  inflames  the  mind  with, 
zeal,  and  is  often  attended  with  gifts  and  a  great 
stir  in  religion;  and,  to  set  all  off,  feigned  humi- 
lity, warm  natural  affections,  and  a  pleasing  glee, 
are  put  on;  but,  after  all^  this  is  but  the  sheep's 
clothing,  a  specious,  and  outward,  and  gaudy 
shew  at  best.  God  purges  his  children  from  all 
their  dross,  and  from  all  their  tin  too,  for  he  has 
no  vessels  of  dross  and  tin.  "  God  made  man  up- 
right," and  an  upright  man  is  a  man  justified  by 
faith,  and  one  that  loves  his  God,  Hab.  ii.  4;  Song 
i.  4.  Charity  is  the  more  excellent  way.  God. 
set  man  out  on  this  way  at  first,  but  he  has  sought 
out  many  inventions,  and  his  inventions  have 
corrupted  this  way;  and  it  is  the  determination  of 
the  Almighty  to  bring  his  creature,  man,  into  this 
way  again.  Hence  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ, 
'*  According  fo  the  commandment  of  the  everlast- 
ing God,  is  made  know?  to  all  nations  for  the 
obedience  of  faith,''  Rom.  xvi.  26.  And  the  aim 
of  God  in  all  this  we  havp  in  a  few  words,  ".  Now 
the  end  of  the  commandment  is  charity,  out  of  a 
pure  heart,  and  of  a  gopd  conscience,  and  of  faith 
unfeigned,"  J  Tim.i.  5.  All  preachers,  all  profes- 
sors, and  all  men  that  are  destitute  of  this,  are 
but  ^arth  and  earthy;    and,    let  'them  shine  as 
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bright  as^hey  may,  all  their  lustre  ihall  end  in  ob- 
scurity: "The  light  of  the  righteous  rejoiceth 
when  the  lamp  of  the  wicked  shall  be  put  out/' 
God  darkens  the  earth  in  the  clear  day.  The 
love  of  God  shed  abroad  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  in  a 
heart  purged  from  idols,  is  charity  out  of  a  pure 
heart,  or  out  of  purified  affections:  a  conscience 
purged  from  sin  by  the  blood  of  Christ,  and  fur- 
nished with  the  testimony  of  God's  spirit  witness- 
ing to  our  adoption,  is  a  good  conscience:  and  faith 
unfeigned  is  a  faith  that  works  by  love,  that  pre- 
vails with  God  in  prayer,  and  that  overcomes  th^ 
world.  These  are  the  old  paths,  this  is  the  good 
way,  and  they  that  walk  therein  find  rest  for  their 
souls,  Jer.  vi.  16.  But  what  rest,  what  peace, 
what  comfort,  what  satisfaction  or  establishment, 
can  men  find  in  a  profession,  while  in  fuU-posses- 
sion  of  all  their  sin,  guilt,  and  filth?  None  at  all; 
for,  "  Even  in  laughter  the  heart  [of  such]  is  sor- 
rowful, and  the  end  of  that  mirth  is  heaviness,'* 
Prov.  xiv.  13.  Forgiveness  of  sins  is  to  be  pub- 
lished to  all  the  world  i  for,  "  Thus  it  is  written, 
and  thus  it  behoved  Christ  to  suffer  and  to,  rise 
from  the  dead  the  third  day;  that  repentance  and 
remission  of  sins  should  be  preached  in  his  name 
among  all  nations,  beginning  at  Jerusalem,"  Luke 
xxiv.  46,  47.  And  the  knowledge  of  God,  as  our 
God  in  covenant,  is  to  be  obtained  by  the  remis- 
sion of  sins.  "  For  they  shall  all  know  me,  from 
the  least  of  them  unto  the  greatest  of  them,  saith 
the  Lord,  for  I  will  forgive  their  iniquity,  and  I  will 
remember  their  sins  no  more,"  Jer.  xxxL  34.    The 
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unpardoned  sinner  knows  not  God  in  a  saving  man- 
ner, only  notionally;  and  our  pardon  is  to  be  known, 

Ist.  By  believing.  "To him  gave  all  the  pro- 
phets witness,  that  through  his  name  whosoevjcr 
believeth  in  him  shall  receive  remission  of  sins,'* 
Acts  X.  43. 

2dly.  It  is  God's  usual  way,  when  he  searches 
the  sinner  and  tries  him,  to  call  his  sins  to  remem- 
brance,  and  to  set  them  in  order  before  him.  "  My 
sin,"  says  the  Psalmist,  "  is  evefr  before  me:"  But^ 
when  pardon  comes,  it  is  called  blotting  them  out. 
DaVid  calls  it  a  ren\oval  of  our  transgressions  from 
us.  But  Isaiah  calls  it  a  blotting  out.  "  I  have 
blotted  out  as  a  thick  cloud  thy  transgressions,  and 
as  a'  cloud  thy  sins;  return  unto  me,  for  I  have 
redeemed  thee,"  Isaiah  xliv.  22. 

3dly.  When  God  discovers  men's  sins,  and 
charges  the  sinner's  crimes  home  to  his  mind  and 
conscience,  by  an  application  of  the  law,  sin  be- 
comes exceeding  sinful  and  exceeding  heavy. 
"  Mine  iniquities  have  gone  over  my  head,  as  at 
heavy  burden,  they  are  too  heavy  for  me,"  Psalm 
xxxviii.  4.  Christ  calls  such  persons  to  him,  and 
describes  them  as  labouring  and  heavy  laden,  and 
promises  to  give  them  rest,  both  from  their  la- 
bour and  from  their  burden.  Pardon  therefore  is 
giving  rest  to  the  soul :  and  there  is  no  rest  with- 
out it,  for,  "  The  wicked  are  like  the  troubled  sea 
when  it  cannot  rest,  whose  waters  cast  up  mire 
and  dirt,"  Isaiah  Ivii.  20. 

4thly.  A  guilty,  conscious  sinner,  who  is  con- 
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yinced  and  convicted,  and  quickened  to  feel  his 
convictions,  can  lay  no  claim  upon  God,  nor  does 
he  dare  to  look  up  to  him :  as  our  Lord  says  of 
the  publican,  who,  "  Standing  afar  off,  would 
not  lift  up  so  much  as  his  eyes  unto  heaven,  but 
smote  upon  his  breast,  saying,  God  be  merciful 
to  me  a  sinner,"  Luke  xviii.  1 3.  Pardon  is  called 
a  lifting  up  of  the  head.  "  But  thou,  O  Lord, 
art  a  shield  for  me;  my  glory,  and  the  lifter  up  of 
my  head,"  Psalm  iii.  3. 

5thly.  A  real  sight  and  sense  of  sin  is  a  dread- 
ful mountain  before  the  sinner^s  eyes,  and  Mount 
Sinai  is  another;  so  that  he  sees  no  way  of  escape, 
and  often  despairs  of  surmounting  these.  And 
being  in  the  horrible  pit;  and  in  the  dark  valley 
of  the  shadow  of  death,  these  sink  him  still  lower: 
but  these  vallies  shall  be  exalted,  and  these  moun-r 
tains  and  hills  shall  be  made  low,  that  sinners 
may  see  the  salvation  of  God.  And,  when  God 
visits  the  soul  with  pardoning  mercy,  these 
mountains  all  flow  down  at  his  presence,  Isaiah 
Ixiv.  1. 

6thly.  Forgiveness  of  sins  is  called  curing  of 
us,  and  restoring  us  to  health.  "  Behold,  I  will 
bring-it  health  and  cure,  and  I  will  cure  them, 
and  will  reveal  unto  them  the  abundance  of  peace 
and  truth,"  Jer.  xxxiii.  6.  And  where  this  is  the 
case  the  cure  is  wrought,  and  such  inhabitants  of 
Zion  "  Shall  not  say,  I  am  sick;  the  people  that 
dwell  therein  shall  be  fbrgiven  their  iniquity," 
Isaiah  xxxiii.  24.     Without  this  health  and  cure, 
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we  may  go  to  church  all  the  year  round,  and  teU 
God  ^  We  have  done  those  things  which  we  ought 
not  to  haye  done,  and  have  left  undone  those 
things  which  we  ought  to  have  done,  and  there 
is  no  health  in  us :'  but  what  do  wc  gain  by  this? 

,  7thly.  We  are  informed,  by  the  scriptures  of 
truth,  that  it  is  sin,  and  nothing  else,  that  has  cut 
off  all  communion  and  intercourse  between  us  and 
God ;  and  those,  who  know  the  plague  of  their 
own  heart,  know  this  to  be  true  by  sad  experi- 
ence. "  Your  iniquities  have  separated  between 
you  and  your  God,  and  your  sins  have  hid  his 
face  from  you,  that  he  will  not  hear."  Pardon  re- 
moves this  bar  of  separation,  and  makes  us  nigh 
again.  "  The  law  made  nothing  perfect,  but  the 
bringing  in  of  a  better  hope  did,  by  the  which 
we  draw  nigh  unto  God,"  Heb.  vii.  19.  That  is, 
the  law  and  its  sacrifices  could  not  make  the  wor- 
shippers clean  touching  the  conscience;  but  the 
better  hope  did,  by  the  which  we  draw  nigJi  unto 
God*  "  Ye  who  sometimes  were  far  off  are  made 
nigh  by  the  blood  of  Christ.'* 

8thly.  The  unpardoned  transgressor  is^a  lover  of 
himself,  2  Tim.  iii.  2;  and  an  enemy  to  God,  Rom. 
viii.  7.  He  has  much  pity  and  compassion  for 
isinful  self,  but  the  hardest  thoughts  and  most  re- 
bellious heart-risings  against  the  Almighty.  But 
pardoning  mercy  turns  things  upside  down;  it 
fills  man  with  indignation  againt  himself,  while  he 
bemoans  his  suffering  Saviour,  and  his  long-suffer- 
ing God  and  Father.     "  Then  shall  ye  remember 
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your  own  evil  wayS,  and  your  doings  that  were 
not  good;  and  shall  loathe  yourselves  in  your  own 
sight  for  your  iniquities,"  Ezek.  xxxvi.  31. 
Again,  "  That  thou  mayest  remember  and  be  con- 
founded, and  never  open  thy  moutU  any  more, 
because  of  thy  shame,  when  I  am  pacified  toward 
thee  foi^  all  that  thou  hast  done,  saith  the  Lord 
God,''  Ezek.  xvi.  63. 

9thly.  It  is  impossible  that  a  professor,  who  is 
dead  in  trespasses  and  sins,  should  have  any  real 
peace,  either  with  God  or  with  conscience.  "  De- 
struction and  misery  are  in  all  their  ways ;"  and, 
"  There  is  no  peace,  saith  my  God,  to  the  wicked/' 
Isaiah  Ivii.  21.  But  pardoning  mercy  brings  in 
the  abundance  of  peace.  "  And  he  said  unto  her. 
Daughter,  be  of  good  comfort,  thy  faith  hath 
made  thee  whole;  go  in  peace,"  Luke  viii.  48. 

lOthly.  The  unpardoned  sinner  never  had  any 
real  love  to  God,  nor  ever  will  have,  but  must  re- 
main an  enemy  to  him,  and  a  hater  of  him,  if  he 
remains  and  dies  in  his  sin.  "  Wherefore  I  say 
unto  thee,  her  sins,  which  are  many,  are  forgiven, 
for  she  loved  much;  but  to  whom  little  is  for- 
given the  same  loveth  little,".  Luke  vii.  47.  This 
is  the  ground-work  of  the  ministry.  Isaiah,  Jo^ 
«hua,  and  all  the  apostles,  were  pronounced  par- 
doned and  clean  before  they  were  sent  to  preach  to 
others.  And  however  the  conscience  of  letter-men 
may  be  borne  down  by  false  zeal,  or  seared  by  a 
long  practice  of  mocking  God,  sin  is  sure  to  ri3C 
up,  and  to  find  the  sinner  out,  sooner  or  later;  and 
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when  sin  aijd  wrath  meet,  a  horrible  darkness  is 
sure  to  follow,  God  gives  them  up  to  the  god  of 
this  world,  who  blinds  their  eyes;  and  conscience 
being  unbridled  and  let  loose,  he  drives  them  Out 
of  all  their  pretensions  to  a  claim  upon  Christ,  or 
a  part  and  lot  in  his  grace.  A  sense  of  God's 
wrath,  working  with  the  guilt  of  hy  pocrisy,  un- 
dermines their  presumptuous  confidence,  and  then 
they  fly  for  refuge  to  a  broken  law,  and  to  uni- 
versal redemption;  and  here  the  whole  veil  gathers 
thick  upon  them,  till,  being  baffled,  confused,  and 
confounded,  they  turn  aside  to  vain  jangling, 
knowing  neither  what  they  say,  nor  whereof  they 
affirm :  and  this,  as  the  prophet  says,  brings  them 
into  darkness,  and  their  feet  stu'mble  upon  the 
dark  mountains ;  and,  while  they  look  for  light, 
God  turns  it  into  the  shadow  of  death,  and  makes 
it  gross  darkness,  Jen  xiii.  16. 

There  are  two  strange  provocations,  which  con- 
tribute not  a  little  to  this  darkening  of  the  earth. 
"  Thus  saith  the  Lord  God,  If  the  prince  give  a 
gift  unto  any  of  his  sons,  the  inheritance  there- 
of  shall  be  his  sons';  it  shall  be  their  poisses- 
sion  by  inheritance."  This  prince  is  Christ;  the 
character  of  the  receiver  is  that  of  a  son;  and  the 
gift  is  life  eternal,  which  is  his  portion.  "  But,  if 
he  give  a  gift  of  his  inheritance  to  one  of  his  ser- 
vants, then  it  shall  be  his  to  the  year  of  liberty; 
after  it  shall  return  to  the  prince,"  Ezek.  xlvi.  16, 
17.  All  gifts,  like  that  of  the  one  talent,  or  that  part 
of  the  ministry  which  fell  to  Judas,  are  of  no  use 
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to  the  saints,  only  while  they  are  in  nonage,  in 
bondage,  darkness,  and  ignorance;  but,  when 
once  the  Comforter  comes,  and  by  his  love  en- 
larges the  heart  and  sets  the  soul  at  liberty,  the 
son  can  then  see,  hear,  speak,  and  understand, 
better  than  the  servant;  he  then  casts  off  such 
tutors  and  governors.  At  this  time  of  the  son's 
liberty  the  servant's  gift  returns,  and  he  rages 
not  a  little  at  the  music  and  dancing  which  take 
place  at  the  prodigal's  embracement. 

The  next  thing  is,  that  the  sun  sHbuld  set  at 
noon,  and  that  darkness  should  come  upon  the 
earth  in  the  clear  day.  But  we  know  that  a  heart 
not  made  honest  cannot  endare  the  light  and  glory 
of  God,  It  was  the  good  hand  and  presence  of 
God  with  David  that  drove  Saul  into  desperation^ 
and  into  all  his  works  of  darkness.  The  grow- 
ing and  spreading  fame  of  our  blessed  Saviour  drove 
the  Scribes  and  Pharisees  into  all  their  unpardon- 
able crimes.  The  joy,  light,  and  love  of  Sarah,  at 
the  sight  of  her  favourite  Isaac,  drove  Hagar  and 
Ishmael  into  their  scorning  and  deriding.  God's 
acceptance  of  Abel  set  Cain  upon  his  dark  designs. 
The  triumph  of  Hannah  drove  Peninnah  from  her 
false  confidence  and  boasting.  It  is  the  ^un  at 
noon  that  discovei^s  the  hypocrisy  and  harrows  up 
the  enmity  of  the  unrenewed  heart;  and  the  works 
of  darkness  are  made  manifest  by  the  clear  day. 
So  it  ever  has  been,  so  it  is  now,  and  so  it  will  be 
at  the  end ,  of  the  world.  For,  when  the  righ- 
teous shall  shine  forth  as  the  sun  in  the  glory  of 
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their  Fatber>  kifigdom  for  ever  and  ever,  even 
then  the  wicked  shall  look  unto  the  earth,  and  be- 
hold trouble,  and  darkness ,  dimness  of  anguish; 
and  they  shall  be  driven  to  darkness,  Isaiah  viiL 
S3*  When  it  is  perfect  day  with  the  saints  it 
will  be  utter  darkness  with  the  wicked,  and  the 
wicked  shall  see  this.  For  so  says  the  Saviour, 
"  Ye  shall  see  Abraham,  and  Isaac^  and  Jacob, 
and  all  the  prophets,  in  the  kingdom  of  God,  and 
you  yourselves  thrust  out,**  Luke  xiii.  28; 

Reader,  if  thou  art  in  good  earnest  abdut  thy 
salvation,  look  well  to  the  ground* work,  which  is 
sanctification  and  justification.  ^^  Jesus,  that  he 
might  sanctify  the  people  with  his  own  blood,  suf- 
fered without  the  gate,''  Heb.  .xiii.  12.  By  this 
his  death  he  is  made  of  God  sanctification  to  us. 
But  there. must  be  an  application x>f  this,  even  to 
all  the  elect  of  God  whom  he  hath  sanctified,^  or 
set  apart,  in  his  own  purpose,  -and  for  whom 
sanctifiqation  is  provided.  "For  by  one  offering  he 
hath  perfected  for  ever  them  that  are  sanctified,' * 
Heb.  X.  14.  This  is  the  ground-work.  And  the 
next  branch  of  sanctification  is  our  meetness  for 
the  inheritance  above,  by  the  indwelling  of  the 
Holy  Ghost.  "  That  the  offering  up  of  the  Gen- 
tiles might  be  acceptable,  being  sanctified  by  the 
Holy  Ghost." 

The  next  branch  is,  our  justification  by  the 
imputation  6f  Christ's  righteousness.  "  That  be- 
ing justified  by  his  grace,  we  should  be  made 
heirs,  according  to  the  hope  of  eternal  life,*\Titus 


33 

ill.  7.  And  of  this  be  assured,  that  the  inost 
holy  Spirit  of  God  applies  all  these  things  to  the 
elect.  Hence  you  read  of  clean  water  being  sprink*^ 
led  upon  us  to  cleanse  us,  of  the  washing  of  rege- 
neration by  the  Spirit,  *and  of  being  justified  in 
the  name  of  the  Lord  Jeaus,  and  by  the  Spirit  of 
our  God,  1  Cor.  vi.  IL 

There  are,  reader,  two  seeds  in  the  world;  yeay 
and  in  the  church  too;  the  seed  of  the  wonian, 
which  is  Christ,  and  all  the  elect  in  him ;  and  the 
seed  of  the  serpent:  and  these  are  distinguished 
by  the  outpouring  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  in  no 
other  way.  Christ,  the  firstbprn  among  many 
brethren,  was  discriminated  by  this  to  John,  at 
the  river  Jordan ;  and  all  Christ's  seed  are  distin- 
guished the  sanifc  way.  "  I  will  pour  my  Spirit 
upon  thy  seed,  and  my  blessing  upon  thine  off- 
spring," Isaiah  xliv.  3.  This  spirit  never  enters 
the  hearts  of  any  but  the  elect  of  God.  The  ser- 
pent is  the  god  of  this  world,  and  all  his  seed  are 
of  the  world,  and  into  the  heart  of  these  the  Holy 
Ghost  never  comes.  "  And  I  will  pray  the  Fa- 
ther, and  he  shall  give  you  another  Comforter^  that 
Jie  may  abide  with  you  for  ever;  even  the  Spirit  of 
truth,  whom  the  world  cannot  receive,  because  it 
seeth  him  not,  neither  knoweth  him :  but  ye  know 
him/  for  he  dwelleth  with  you,  and  shall  be  in 
you,^' John  xiv.  16,  17.  Observe,  reader,  that  the 
world,  which  is  the  serpent's  seed,  cannot  receive 
this  comforter;  and  the  reason  is,  because  there  is 
enmity  put  between  thijj  seed  and  the  elect,  that 
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eantiot  be  removed :  nor  did  Chf ist  come  to  aend- 
peace  here,  but  a  sword  and  a  fire.  Our  Lord 
further  declares  tltat,  ''  The  world  seeth  him  not/ 
neither  knoweth  him ;"  therefore  whatever  they 
say  about  him,  should  have  no  weight  with  us, 
seeing  they  cannot  receive  him^  they  cannot  see 
him,  they  cannot  know  him ;  which  is  a  threefold 
assertion.  And  we  have  a  threefold  assertion  also 
in  our  favour,  which  is  as  strong  as  the  other;, 
"  Bat  ye  know  him,  for  he  dwelkth  with  you,  and 
shall  be  in  you." 

1st.  We  know  ifcm  as  a  spirit  of  revelation  and 
understanding:  he  is  the  unction  and  the  eyesalve, 
which  anoints  our  eyes  that  we  may  see,  Rev. 
ill.  18. 

Sdly.  He  is  the  spirit  of  lif^  from  God,  whicb 
enters  into  our  dead  souls,  and  animates  them, 
<md  removes  the  vitiated  appetite,  giving  us  a 
hunger  and  thirst  for  the  bread  and  Water  of  life». 
and  a  spiritual  palate  to  taste,  relish,  and  savour, 
heavenly  provision.  "  It  is  the  Spirit  that  quick- 
eneth." 

3dly.  By  these  illuminating  and  quickening: 
operations  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  the  sinner  is  con 
vinced,  convicted,  judged,  searched  and  tried. 
The  spirit  in  the  apostles  was  the  candle  of  the 
Lord,  that  was  set  upon  the  candlestick,  which  is 
the  church :  and  by  these  was  Jerusalem  searched^, 
and  by  these  were  the  twelve  tribes  of  Israel 
judged.  ^^  And  it  shall  come  to  pass  at  that  time^ 
fehat  J  will  search  Jerusalem  with  candles,  and  pu- 
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nish  the  men  that  are  settled  on  their  leei?,"  Zeph. 
i.  12. 

4thly.  The  Spirit  is  known  by  the  grace  tliat 
he  plants  in  the  soul:  he  puts  the  law  of  faith  in 
the  mind,  the  law  of  love  in  the  heart  and  affec-* 
tions,  and  the  blessing  of  peace  in  the  conscience^ 
and  raises  the  soul  up  by  the  comforts  of  a  lively 
hope.     Hence  he  is  called,  *^  The  Spirit  of  grace,-' 

5thly,  He  is  known  by  the  power,  fervour,  and 
energy,  with  which  he  furnishcth  the  soul  at  the 
throne  of  grace.  He  gives  us  a  sense  of  our  want$ ; 
he  shews  us  the  things  which  are  freely  given  w 
of  God ;  he  dictates  to  the  heart  proper  tlioughts 
and  conceptions,  and  puts  our  thoughts  into  ward*, 
teaching  the  lips  and  the  mouth  how  to  pronouncf 
them.  Hence  he  is  called,  "  The  Spirit  of  sup- 
plications," Zech^  xii.  10.  And  he  is  said  to  ere* 
ate  the  fruit  of  the  lips,  Isaiah  Ivii.  19;  whicli 
fruits  are  called,  "  The  words  which  the  Holy 
Ghost  teacheth,"  1  Cor.  ii.  13.  And  they  are 
spoken  or  expressed  by  the  saints  as  the  Spirit 
gives  them  utterance.  Acts  ii.  4. 

6th]y.  The  Holy  Spirit  is  known  by  his  appli- 
cation of  the  word  and  promises  of  God.  To  the 
way-side  hearer  the  word  came  only  to  the  ear, 
and  Satan  stole  it  way :  to  the  thorny  ground  it 
came  and  moved  the  natural  passions,  and  was  re- 
ceived with  joy ;  the  novelty  of  it  pleased  the  re- 
cipient for  a  while:  to  the  stony  ground  it  came  . 
with  a  temporary  faith,  and  these  for  a  while  be- 
lieved.   To  some  it  comes  as  tlie  word  of  n>an;  to 
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others  in  word  only.  "  Knowing,  brethren  h^ 
loved,  your  election  of  God.  For  our  gospel  came 
not  unto  you  in  word  only,  but  also  in  power,  and 
in  the  Holy  Ghost,  aqd  in  much  assurance,"  1 
Thess.  i.  5. 

7thly.  The  Spirit  is  known  by  his  communica- 
tions of  divine  love:  which  Paul  calls,  "  The  love 
of  God  shed  abroad  in  our  hearts  by  the  Holy 
Ghost,  which  is  given  unto  us,"  Rom.  v.  5. 
And  by  this  soul-dissolving  influence  is  the  heart 
enlarged,  and  all  its  native  hardness  melted  and 
dissolved;  slavish  fear  and  torment  are  cast  out, 
and  glorious  liberty  succeeds.  "  Now  the  Lord 
is  that  spirit,  and  where  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is 
there  is  liberty." 

8thly.  This  comforter  is  known  by  the  mani* 
festation  of  our  pre-adoption  to  sonship;  they  are 
sure  to  be  Christ's  seed  and  offspring  upon  whom 
this  spirit  comes;  for  he  comes  upon  na  otlier  as 
the  spirit  of  adoption.  "  And  because  ye  are  sons. 
God  hath  sent  forth  the  Spirit  of  his  Son  into  your 
hearts,  crying,  Abba,  Father,"  Gal.  iv.  6. 

9thly.  The  Spirit  is  known  by  the  inward  wit- 
ness that  he  bears,  both  to  our  faith  and  to  our 
conscience.  To  our  faith,  that  it  is  genuine  and 
justifying,  by  silencing  all  our  accusers,  and  con- 
demners,  and  casting  out  every  accusation,  and  all 
coT>demnation.  And  he  bears  witness  in  and  with 
our  own  conscience  also.  "  The  Spirit  itself  bear- 
eth  witness  with  our  spirit,  that  we  are  the  chil- 
dren of  God,"  Rom.  viii.  1 6. 
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lOthly.  The  Spirit  is  known  by  the  divine 
image  with  which  he  reimpresseth  the  soul,  which 
image  stands  in  knowledge,  in  life,  light,  righte- 
ousness and  true  holiness.  "  We  all,  with  open 
face  beholding  as  in  a  glass  the  glory  of  the  Lord> 
are  change  d  into  the  same  image  from  glory  to 
glory,  even  as  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord/'  2  Cor. 
iii.  18. 

1 1  thly.  The  Spirit's  grace  is  the  firstfruits  of 
the  future  harvest,  the  beginning  of  the  kingdom 
of  glory.  **  Grace  [shall]  reign  through  righteous- 
ness unto  eternal  life,"  Rom.  v.  21.  There  is  no 
knowledge,  joy,  rest,  peace,  pleasure,  light,  love, 
comfort,  holiness,  or  happiness,  in  heaven,  the 
firstfruits  of  which  are  not  known  and  enjoyed 
by  the  church  of  God  upon  earth.  "  As  it  is 
written,  Eye  hath  not  seen  nor  ear  heard,  neither 
have  entered  into  the  heart  of  man,  the  things 
which  God  hath  prepared  for  them  that  love  him ; 
but  God  hath  revealed  them  unto  us  by  his  Spirit," 
1  Cor.  ii.  9,  10.  And  these  revealed  things  arc 
called  the  firstfruits  of  the  Spirit,  Rom.  viii.  23. 

12 thly.  The  Holy  Spirit  is  the  pledge  and  the 
earnest  of  heaven.  It  is  he  that  cleanses  us  by  an 
application  of  the  atonement,  and  by  the  washing 
of  regeneration,  and  by  renewing  the  facultieis 
of  our  souls ;  and,  as  he  quickens  the  soul  in  this 
life,  so  he  shall  quicken  the  body  in  the  great  day  : 
the  first  is  the  pledge  of  the  second.  "Thou, 
which  hast  shewed  me  great  and  sore  troubles, 
shalt  quicken  me  again,  and  shalt  bring  me  pp 
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again  from  the  depths  of  the  earth:  thou  shalt  in- 
crease my  greatness,  and  comfort  me  on  every 
side,"  Psalm  Ixxi.  20,  21.  "  But,  if  the  Spirit  of 
him  that  raised  up  Jesus  from  the  dead  dwell  in 
you,  he  that  raised  up  Christ  from  the  dead  shall 
also  quicken  your  mortal  bodies,  by  his  Spirit  that 
dwelleth  in  you,"  Rom.  viii.  II. 

ISthly.  The  Holy  Spirit  is  our  seal,  by  which 
we  are  known  of  God  with  a  knowledge  of  love, 
of  choice,  and  of  approbation  and  delight;  and  by 
which  we  shall  be  owned  and  honoured  another 
day.  The  impression  of  this  seal  is  the  image  of 
Christ;  the  effect  of  the  sealing  is  our  assurance 
of  heaven,  both  in  the  assurance  of  faith,  the  assur- 
ance of  hope,  and  the  assurance  of  understanding. 
".  Grieve  not  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God,  whereby  ye 
are  sealed  unto  the  day  of  redemption,"  £ph.  iv. 
SO.  In  these  rays  of  divine  light  is  the  Holy 
Spirit  seen;  by  his  operations  in  planting  these 
fruits  is  the  Holy  Spirit  known;  and,  as  he  renews 
these  works,  and  refreshes  the  soul  with  fresh 
life  and  love  communicated  to  these  his  graces,  so 
do  we  know  that  he  dwells  in  us,  because  these 
ftuits  are  kept  alive:  the  cry  of  Abba,  Father,  con- 
tinues, and  hfs  witness  to  our  sonship  still  abides. 
Adoption  is  an  everlasting  name  tliat  shall  not  be 
eut  off,  Isaiah  lvi»  .5.  Upon  such  souls  the  candle 
^  of  God  and  the  lamp  of  salvation  both  burn  and 
^hihe;  the  Spirit  of  glory  and  of  God  resteth  \ipon 
them.  Upon  such  trees  of  righteousness  the  sun 
of  righteouraeia  ever  shines^   not  only  to  heal 


39 

them  at  first,  but  to  keep  them  whole  for  ever^ 
**  Thy  sun  shall  no  more  go  down/'  Upon  such 
objects  of  love,  and  upon  the  in-being  of  love  in 
the  heart,  God  the  Father,  from  the  glorious  face 
of  Jesus,  shines  with  everlasting  light,  as  our  God 
And  our  glory,  Isaiah  Ix,  ly.  This,  reader,  is 
our  sunshine,  this  is  our  eternal  day* 

But  this  sun  never  so  shines,  this  day  never  so 
appears,  nor  will  appear,  to  the  serpent's  seed; 
for  so  it  was  long  foretold,  namely,  that  the  great- 
est darkness  should  be  upon  some  when  the  glo- 
rious day  of  the  Lord  should  appear.  "  Wo  unto 
you  that  desire  the  day  of  the  Lord !  to  what  end 
is  it  for  you?  the  day  of  the  Lord  is  darkness,  and 
not  light.  As  if  a  man  did  flee  from  a  lion,  and  a 
bear  met  him ;  or  went  into  the  house  and  leaned 
his  hand  on  the  wall,  and  a  serpent  bit  him. 
Shall  not  the  day  of  the  Lord  be  darkness,  and 
not  light?  even  very  dark,  and  no  brightness  in 
it?'  Amos  v.  18—20. 

In  this  gross  darkness  no  divine  person  in  God 
can  be  known;  neither  Father,  Son,  nor  Spirit: 
the  serpent's  seed  are  to  be  felt  in  their  enmity,  and 
all  the  righteous  are  to  be  hated  of  all  this  seed. 
And  God  cannot  be  known  but  by  pardon  and  by 
love,  both  of  which  always  come  together.  "  He 
thatloveth  is  born  of  God  and  knows  God;  but 
he  that  loveth  not  knoweth  not  God,  for  God  is 
love."  So  also  is  the  Son  of  God  hid  from  all 
living,  till  God  is  pleased  to  make  him  known.  *^  It 
pleased  God,  who  separated  me  from  my  mother's 
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woinb,  and  called  me  by  his  grace,  to  reveal  his  son 
in  me,"  Gal  i.  15,  16.     And,  as  the  Father  re- 
veals the  Son,  so  the  Son  also  reveals  the  Father. • 
"  Neither  knoweth  any  man  the  Father,  save  the 
Son,  and  he  to  whomsoever  the  Son  will  reveal 
him,"  Matt.  xi.  27.    Thus,  reader,  are  these  things 
hid   from  the   wise  and  prudent,    and  revealed 
to  babes.     Hence  it  is  no  matter  to  us  what  these 
children  of  darkness,  and  of  the  night  say  about 
these  things;  for  they  are  all  hid  from  the  wise 
men  of  this  world.     The  church  is  builded  toge- 
ther for  an  habitation  of  God  through  the  Spirit, 
Eph.  ii.  22.     And  again,  "  Ye  are  the  temple  of 
the  living  God;  as  God  hath  said,  I  will  dwell  in 
them  and  walk  in  them,"  2  Cor.  vi.  16.     This  is 
God's  testimony,  which  is  believed,  known,  felt, 
and  enjoyed,  by  all  God's  children:  fof.our  es- 
tablishment, our  anointing  in  Christ,  and  our  seal- 
ing, are  of  God,  2  Cor.  i.  21. 

But  the  sons  of  worldly  wisdom  ask  us  how  the 
Spirit,  if  he  be  a  divine  person,  can  dwell  in  us? 
Let  them  tell  us  how  the  devil  dwells  in  them* 
They  are  men  of  learning,  men  of  wisdom,  and 
wise  above  what  is  written;  for  they  can  tell  us  in 
the  Hebrew  jtongue  the  difference  between  per- 
fection and  uprightness;  or  between  an  upright 
man  that  loves  God,^  Song  i.  4;  and  a  man  made 
perfect  in  love,  1  John  iv.  18;  though  in  heaven 
it  is  9ne  and  the  same  thing,  Isaiah  Ivii.  2;  Heb. 
xii.  23.  They  can  tell  us  the  difference  between 
decrees  and  laws;  between  statutes  and  judgments; 
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and  between  precepts  and  testimonies;  but  we  poor 
illiterate  creatures  cannot  They  tell  us  that  all 
expectation,  whether  in  heaven  or  earth,  is  hope; 
and  so  make  the  sinner  long,  look^  wait  and  hope 
for  the  damnation  of  hell;  for,  *'  The  expectation 
of  the  wicked  is  wrath,"  Prov.  xi.  23. 

Paul  says,  ''  He  that  is  spiritual  judgeth  all 
things,  yet  he  himself  is  judged  of  no  man,"  1  Cor. 
ii.  15.     Our  Lord,  and  his  spiritual  servants,  who 
have  informed  us  of  the  Holy  Spirit's  indwelling 
in   the  saints,   have  also  informed  us  of  the  in- 
dwelling of  Satan  in  all  his  seed;  which  none  of 
Satan's  family  have  been  honest  enough  to  de- 
scribe. 

1st.  We  are  informed  that  Satan,  by  his  in- 
dwelling in  men,  is  called  the  strong  man  armed, 
who  keepeth  his  palace  and  his  goods  in  peace, 
Luke  xi.  SI.     Here  is  the  king  of  darkness  in  his 
own  palace,  the  heart  and  affections  of  the  sin- 
ner; his  armour  is  enmity  and  hatred  at  God,  at 
Christ,  at  the  Spirit,  at  the  scriptures,  and  at  all 
the  saints  of  God ;  and  keeping  his  goods  in  peace 
is  no  more  than  a  seared  conscience  and  a  hardened 
mind.     The  devil's  goods  are  the  body  and  soul 
of  the  sinner,  as  may  be  seen  in  Judas;  for  as  soon 
as  he  received  the  sop  Satan  eiftered  into  him,  and 
took  possession  of  him  as  his  6wn  property.    Nay, 
we  read  of  seven  devils  in  Mary  Magdalene,  Luke 
yiii.  2.    And  in  the  Gadarene  we  read  of  a  legion, 
because  many  devils  were  entered  into  him,  Liike 
viii.  30. 

If  our  opponents  would  describe  the  inhabita- 
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kion  of  all  this  herd  of  devils  in  this  man^  the  toys* 
tery  would  be  almost  as  great  as  that  of  the  Lord 
dwelling  in  Zion»  Yea,  we  read  of  eight  devils 
taking  possession  of  one  man  at  l3nce^  for  good 
and  all.  "  Then  goeth  he  and  taketh  with  him- 
self seven  other  spirits,  more  wicked  than  himself^ 
tod  they  enter  in  and  dwell  thei-e;  and  the  last 
state  of  that  man  is  worse  than  the  first/'  Matt, 
xii.  45,. 

iSldly*  The  indwelling  of  the  devil  may  be 
knowti  by  the  sinner's  hating  the  light  and  refus- 
ing to  come  to  it;  by  his  rebellion  against  every 
appearance  of  it;  by  his  being  willingly  ignorant, 
SPeteriii.  5;  and  by  his  loving  darkness  rather 
than  light,  because  his  deeds  are  evil.  AH  this  is 
the  deviVfl  work.  "  If  our  gospel  be  hid,  it  is  hid 
to  them  that  are  lost;  in  whom  the  God  of  this 
world  hath  blinded  the  minds  of  them  which  be- 
lieve not,"  3  Cor.  iv.  3. 

Sdly.  The  devil's  possession  of  the  sinnejf  is  seen 
by  his  actuating  of  him  to  all  evil,  and  that  con- 
tinually; and  by  his  captivating  him  at  pleasure  by 
every  lie,  error,  snare,  trap,  and  human  invention 
that  is  contrived  for  him.  To-day  he  is  an  Arian, 
to  morrow  a  SabeUian>  next  day  a  Socinian,  then 
a  deist,  then  an  atheist,  and  always  an  Armi- 
i^ian  in  heart.  "That  they  may,"  says  Paul, 
"  recov^^^hemselves  out  of  the  snare  of  the  devil, 
who  are  taken  captive  by  him  at  his  will,"  2  Tim. 
ii.  26. 

4thly.-The  children  of  darkness  may  be  known 
by  their  constant  engagements  in  their  father  s 
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works,  which  has  ever  been  that  of  murdering  the 
soub  dud  bodies  of  mankind*     Hence  we  see  that 
every  impostor  and  deceiver  that  Satan  sent  among 
the  Jews  was  received  by  the  scribes,  pharisees^ 
and  rulers;  as  Judas  of  Galilee^  Theudas^  Bar-cO; 
cab,  fill  of  whom  had  their  followers.    ^'  I  am  come 
in  my  Father's  name,  and  ye  receive  ifte  not;  if 
another  shall  come  in  his  own  name,  him  ye  will 
receive.''     And  the  false  prophets  were  spoken 
well  of..    These  deceivers  and  destroyers  of  souls, 
always  met  with  receptiop,  applause^  and  encou- 
ragement; but  every  prophet  of  God  was  sure  to 
be  persecuted,   if  not  murdered;   and  even  the 
Lord   himself,    from   the   manger  to  the  cross, 
was    pursued    by    murderers.       These    are    the 
serpent's  seed,  the  devil's  own  children  J  and  they 
do  his  works,  and  his  only.     "  Ye  are  of  your  fa- 
ther the  devil,  and  the  lust  of  your  father  ye  will 
do:    he  was  a  murderer  from   the  beginning," 
John  viii.  44. 

5thly,  And  why  should  these  wise  men  think 
it  enthusiasm  for  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  to  influ- 
ence the  mind  and  speak  by  the  mouth  of  an  holy 
prophet,  when  the  devil  himself  influences  the 
mifad,  and  speaks  by  the.  mouth  of  all  their  bre- 
thren the  false  prophets?  "  Now  therefore  behold, 
the  Lord  hath  put  a  lying  spirit  in  the  mouth  of  all 
these  thy  prophets,  and  the  Lord  hath  spoken 
evil  concerning  thee,"  1  Kings  xxii.  £3. 

6thly.  The  subjects  of  Satan's  kingdom  are  as 
manifest  in  the  world  as  the  subjects  of  the  king-' 
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idomcf  Christ.  And  he  is  as  much  obeyed  by  his 
servants  as  Christ  is  by  his,  however  hard  the  ser- 
vice; which  may  be  seen  in  many  instances.  When 
thfe  murder  of  David,  conceived  iq  the  heart  of  Ahi- 
thophel,  was  restrained  by  the  overruling  providence 
of  God,  Ahithophel  is  ordered  by  the  devil  to  go 
home  and  hang  himself,  which  he  immediately 
does.  Balaam  is  sent  for  to  curse  Israel,  and  he 
comes.  An  evil  spirit  from  God  is  upon  Satil,  and 
he  is  sent  to  the  witch  of  Endor,  and  then  to  the 
point  of  his  sword.  Judas  is  ordered  to  hang  him- 
self; and  Shimei  to  curse  David,  that  God  might 
curse  him,  whicli  are  immediately  done.  Ai  Sa- 
tan's works  are  in  a  straight  line;  that  is  to  drive 
men  to  destruction  as  his  captives,  his  trophies, 
and  the  spoils  taken  in  his  unholy  war;  and  so  it 
must  be:  for,  "  If  Satan  be  divided  against  him- 
self, how  shall  his  kingdom  stand?" 

7thly.  The  hardness  of  heart;  the  stubbornness 
of  man's  will;  the  alienation  of  the  carnal  mind 
from  the  life  of  God,  and  the  enmity  and  rebellion 
of  it  against  the  Almighty;  the  desperate  rage, 
envy  and  indignation  against  Christ  and  his  wor- 
ship; and  against  all  that  fear,  love,  obey,  and  wor- 
ship him,  are  such  as  is  contrary  to  human  nature, 
abstractedly  considered;  and  in  all  which  men  are 
no  more  than  mere  tools,  instruments,  or  machines; 
as  may  be  seen  in  our  Saviour's  own  words,  "  But 
this  is  your  hour,  and  the  power  of  darkness,"  Luke 
xxii.  53.-  The  time,  or  hour,  was  theirs,  and  that 
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was  all.  The  murder  conceived  in  their  hearts^ 
the  fortitude  of  their  hardened  minds,  and  thcf 
rage  and  vengeance  with  which  they  were  hurried 
on,  were  from  another  quarter;  the  power  was  all 
of  the  prince  of  darkness:  "  The  prince  of  the 
power  of  the  air,  the  spirit  that  now.worketh  in 
the  children  of  disobedience,"  Eph.  ii.  2. 

8thly.  Nor  need  these  wise  men  be  so  much,  of- 
fended at  God  s  children  talking  of  their  having 
communion  and  fellowship  with  the  Father  and  his 
Son  Jesus  Christ ;  for  all  idolators  and  false  pro- 
phets, all  that  preach  lies,  and  all  that  believe 
them  and  profe;ss  them,  have  union  and  fellow-^ 
ship  with  Satan.  The  Gentiles  sacrificed  to  de- 
vils, and  not  to  God,  1  Cor.  x.  20.  And  all  false 
prophets  come  forth  under  the  same  influence. 
"  Whose  coming  is  after  the  working  of  Satan,  with 
all  power  and  signs,  and  lying  wonders;  and  with 
all  deceivableness  of  unrighteousness  in  them 
that  perish,"  2  Thess.  ii.  9,  10.  Against  this  bond 
of  iniquity  Paul  cautions  the  Corinthians ;  "  I 
would  not  that  ye  should  have  fellowship  with  de- 
vils," 1  Con  X.  20* 

9thly.  If  we  speak  abput  the  most  Holy  Spirit 
of  God  converting,  renewing,  furnishing,  and 
equipping  men  for  the  work  of  the  Lord;  making 
them  apostles  and  prophets,  enduing  them  with 
gifts,  and  sending  them  forth;  they  are  greatly 
disgusted.  But  I  never  heard  them  rage  at  Satan 
for  attempting  to  counterfeit  all  this.  Satan  sends 
"  false  apostles,  deceitful  workers,  transfoxmiiig 
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themselves  into  the  apoetles  of  Christ;  and  na 
marvel,  for  he  himself  is  transformed  into  an  an* 
gel  of  light;  therefore  it  is  no  great  thing  if  hh 
ministers  also  be  transformed  as  the  ministers  of 
righteousness,  whose  end  shall  be  according  to 
their  works/'  fi  Cor.  xi-  13,  16.  The  office  and 
office  characters  of  these  men,  their  furniture  and 
tbeir  labour,  are  all  of  Satan;  and  their  end  is  to 
be  accordingly.  They  are  to  be  heirs  and  joint 
heirs  with  the  devil,  when  their  work  is  done;  as 
our  Lord  hath  foretold :  "  Depart  from  me,  ye 
<nirsed,  into  everlasting  fire,  prepared  for  the  de^ 
vil  smd  his  angels." 

lOthly.  Nor  neeAit  seem  so  offensive,  our  as* 
serting  the  mystical  union  that  subsists  between 
Christ  and  his  church;  and  of  being  joined  to  the 
Lord,  and  made  one  spirit  with  him;  as  bride  and 
bridegroom  are  one  in  mutual  love;  which  bond 
with  Christ  and  the  church,  is  the  bond  of  charity. 
And  there  is  something  like  this  among  the  chil- 
dren of  the  night  I  read  of  some  who  sacrificed 
to,  and  went  a  whoring  after  devils,  Levit  xvii- 
7.  Ananias  and  Sapphira  are  said  to  conceive  by 
the  devil ;  and  that  Satan  filled  their  hearts  when 
they  Ked  to  the  Holy  Ghost,  Acts  v»  4,  5.  Now, 
if  Paul's  assertion  be  true,  "That  he  which  is 
^joined  to  an  harlot  is  one  body,"  so  surely  those 
souls  that  whore  with  Satan,  who  conceive  by  the 
devil,  and  wliose  hearts  the  devil  fills,  must  be  one 
with  him  ia  the  bond  of  iniquity,  as  Christ  and  his 
church  ave  one  in  the  bond  of  charity. 
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1  Ithly*  The  grand  scheme  rf  heaven,  in  brings 
ing  Christ  and  his  chosen  family  together,  i» 
by  a  covenant  between  God  the  Father  and  God 
the  Son;  which  covenant  was  ratified  and  con- 
firmed  by  the  death  of  Christ;  and  into  the  bond 
of  this  covenant  are  all  the  elect  brought,  and  are 
hound  up  in  the  bundle  of  life  with  the  Lord  out 
God.  But  then  there  are  other  agreements  an4 
covenants  beside  these;  for  I 'read  of  some  who 
said,  **  We  have  made  a  covenant  with  death,  and 
with  hell  are  we  at  agreement,"  Isaiah  xxviii.  IJL 
To  be  in  covenant  with  death,  i*  to  love  sin  ati4 
liate  the  Saviour:  for  so  saith  the  Lord,  "  AU  they 
that  hate  me  love  death,"  Prov.  viii,  36.  And  t* 
be  at  agreement  with  hell  is  to  be  in  union  with 
the  king  of  that  place,  which  Paul  .calls  fellowship 
with  devils. , 

12thly.  By  the  love  of  God  shed  abroad  in  the 
heart  saints  come  to  the  general  assembly  and 
church  of  the  firstborn,  to  an  innumerable  com-* 
pany  of  angels,  and  to  the  Spirits  of  just  mtn  made- 
perfect;  all  of  whom  are  in  heaven,  or  of  heavenly 
extraction,  Heb.  xii.  And  so  sure  do  they  that 
hate  Christ  and  his  saints;  all  false  churches,  false 
worshippers,  and  false  hearted  professors;  come  inta 
unity  with  Satan  and  all  his  subjects;  A  spiritual 
whore  has  no  union  but  with  the  dead,  no  guest* 
but  in  the  depths  of  hell,  .Prov.  ix..  18. 

13thly»  Some  shall  stumble  and  take  offence  at 
the  foundation  of  Zion;  while  others  put  their 
mouth  in  the  dust  to  obtain  a  hope  in  it.     And  all 
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that  take  offence  at  Christ  will  ever  bate  and  per- 
fecute  hi^,  spiritoal  followers;  which  is  a  tokea 
iipoii;all  the  serpent's  seed.  And  to  be  hated,  re- 
ps^trndtpd,  and  persecuted,  by  such  men  for  Christ's 
sak|p.is.  a.  sure  token  upon  us  also.  ^'  And  in  no- 
^ng  terrified  by  your  adversaries,  which  is  to 
them  an  evident  token  of  perdition,  but  to  you 
[an  evident  token]  of  salvation,  and  that  of  God^** 
Philip,  i.  28, 

ThiMS,  reader,  I  have  shewn  you  the  children  of 
^ght,  and  the  everlasting  sun  upon  them;  and  the 
setting  sun  over  the  unbelieving;  the  cleir  day  with 
the  righteous,  when  the  earth  is  darkened;  the 
fountain  of  light,  and  the  source  of  darkness;  with 
the  end  of  both. 


,THJE  END' 


,   ^T.  Bontlcy,  Printer, 
BoU  Ccait,  Fleet  Strcett  London. 


